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INTRODUCTION. 

The Survey's " Contributions to economic geology " have been pub- 
lished annually since 1902. In 1906 the increase in the number of 
papers coming under this classification made it necessary to divide 
the contributions into two parts, one including papers on metals 
and nonmetals except fuels and the other including papers on mineral 
fuels. In 1915 the year included in the title was changed from the 
year in which the field work reported in these papers was done to 
the year of publication, and in consequence there was no volume 
entitled " Contributions to economic geology, 1914." The subjoined 
table gives a summary of these bulletins. 

United States Oeological Survey "Contributions to economic geology J^ 



Date in title. 



Date of 
pabli- 
catloD.a 



Bulletin 
No. 



Date in title. 



Date of 
publi- 
catiaii.a 



Bulletin 
No. 



1908 

1903 

1904 

1906 

1906» Parti-. 

Part II. 

1907, Part I. . 

^ Part II. 

lAS, Parti.. 

Part 11. 
1909, Parti.. 

Part II. 



1903 
1904 
1906 
1906 
1907 
1907 
1906 
1909 
1909 
1910 
1910 
1911 



213 
225 
260 
286 
316 
316 
840 
341 
380 
381 
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ICIO, Parti.. 
Part II. 

1911, Parti.. 
Part II. 

1912, Parti.. 
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1913, Parti.. 
Partll. 

1915, Parti.. 
PartH. 

1916, Parti.. 
PartH. 



1911 
1912 
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1914 
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1916 
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1917 
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470 
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640 
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680 
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a The date given i^ that of the complete volume; 
IsBoed as advance chapters as sooQ as they 



ready. 



beginning with Bulletin 285 the papers have been 



As the subtitle indicates, the papers included in these volumes, are 
of two classes — (1) short papers giving comparatively detailed de- 
scriptions of occurrences that have economic interest but are not of 
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sufficient importance to warrant a more extended description; (2) 
preliminary reports on economic investigations the results of which 
are to be published later in more detailed form. These papers are 
such only as have a direct economic bearing, all topics of purely 
scientific interest being excluded. 

Brief abstracts of the publications of the year are given in the 
annual report of the Director. The complete list of Survey publica- 
tions affords, by means of finding lists of subjects and of authors, 
further aid in ascertaining the extent of the Survey's work in 
economic geology. 

The reports on work in Alaska have been printed in a separate 
series since 1904, the volumes so far issued being Bulletins 259, 284, 
314, 345, 379, 442, 480, 520, 542, 592, 6^, and 642. 
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OZOKERITE m CENTRAL UTAH. 



By Heath M. Robinson. 



INTRODUCTION. 

The American needs for ozokerite (a substance commonly known 
Hs mineral wax) have been largely met in the past by imports from 
the Galician mines in Austria, but recently interest in the domestic 
supply of this material has been stimulated. In order to obtain 
information regarding the supply of ozokerite in Utah, where the 
principal deposits in this country are situated, the writer spent about 
a week in September, 1914, in an examination of the best-known 
localities in the central part of the State. The work was materially 
aided by the ready assistance of those Uving in the neighborhood, 
but more particularly of the officials of the American Ozokerite Co., 
who kindly fimiished maps and other data. 

THE OZOKERITE FIELD. 

The largest district in the United States in which ozokerite has been 
mined and prospected is an area in central Utah a little more than 
12 miles long and from 1 to 4 miles wide. The index map on 
Plate I (p. 16) shows the location of this field. It includes parts of 
T. 10 S., Rs. 7 and 8 E., and T. 11 S., Rs. 8 and 9 E., Salt Lake base 
and meridian, in Utah and Wasatch counties. 

The main line of the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad borders the 
ozokerite field on the southwest, and as this field is only from 1 to 4 
miles wide, all the mines and prospects are within short distances of 
railroad facilities.. Wagon roads have been built from many of the 
mines and prospects to shipping points on the railroad. As the 
mines have not been continuously worked many of these roads have 
been little used and were foimd to be in poor condition at the time 
the field was examined. 

Colton, the largest town in the ozokerite area. Soldier Sunmiit, and 
GiUuly are on the main line of the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad. 
Soldier Summit is on the crest of the Wasatch Plateau. West of 
the simmiit the drainage goes into Soldier Fork, whose waters flow 
into the valley of Utah Lake; east of the divide the waters empty 
ssaofl^ie 1 
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into Price River, the principal stream in the area, which is part of 
the Colorado River drainage system. Price River heads in the 
momitains north and east of Soldier Smnmit and flows in a south- 
easterly direction past the town of Colton and thence beyond the 
limits of the field. The altitude of Colton is 7,188 feet, of Soldier 
Summit 7,440 feet, and portions of the field attain an altitude of 
8,000 feet, the maximum relief being therefore more than 800 feet. 
The ozokerite area is bounded on the northeast by the Roan CUffs, 
which extend eastward well into Colorado and Have in many local- 
ities outside of this field a relief between 2,000 and 3,000 feet. The 
country north of these cliffs is plateau-like and slopes gently toward 
the north. The topography southwest of the ozokerite field is largely 
influenced by the geologic structure, which produces long, gradual 
dip slopes. Price River in this area flows on soft shale for the most 
part and consequently has a relatively broad valley. 

HISTORY OP DISCOVERY AND DEVEIiOPMENT. 

The first prospecting in this field is said to have been done about 
1886 in the vicinity of the old railway station at Media, 3 miles west 
of Soldier Summit. However, as early as 1879 samples of ozokerite 
or allied substances which came from Utah were analyzed, and at 
that time there was much discussion concerning their chemical 
properties.* In 1885 Clayton * discussed the Utah ozokerite deposits 
and also mentioned the associated bituminous shale. Gosling,^ in a 
publication dated 1895, treated of the properties of ozokerite and of 
its occurrences and gave a good bibliography of the subject up to the 
date of his paper. Eldridge * in 1901 mentioned ozokerite as a thin 
vein crossing the stratification and in small pockets lying with the 
bedding. The most detailed report that has been published on Utah 
ozokerite is that of Taff and Smith,* which gives a concise description 
of the field near Soldier Sunmiit and Colton, with descriptions of 
three samples from different localities and of the development of the 
field at the time of their examination. 

OEOIiOOY. 

STBATIGBAPHY. 

GeTteral features. — The rocks of this field have a total thickness of 
about 4,000 feet and were deposited as nonmarine sediments in early 
Tertiary (Eocene) time. The lower 1,000 feet of beds exposed, as 

1 Newberry, J. S., ICineral wax: Eng. and Min. Jour., vol. 27, p. 71, 1879. Wurts, Henry, The Utah 
mineral wax: Idem, pp. 108, 109. Newberry, S. B., Utah mineral wax: Idem, p. 199. 

1 Clayton, J. E., Oiokerlte or mineral wax: Eng. and Hln. Jour., vol. 39, pp. 168, 169, 1885. 

i Gosling, E. B., A treatiae on oiokerite: School of Mines Quart., vol. 16, pp. 41-68, 1895. 

4 Eldridge, O. H., The asphalt and bituminous rock deposits of the United States: U. S. Qeol. Survey 
Twenty-second Ann. Kept., pt. 1, p. 361, 1900-1901. 

ft Taff, J. A., and Smith, C. D., Otokerite deposits in Utah: U. S. Qeol. Survey Bull. 285, pp. 909-^72, 1905. 
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outlined on Plate I, are known to contain ozokerite, and the remain- 
ing 3,000 feet, exposed to the northeast, contain bituminous or oil 
shale interbedded with other rocks. On the basis of this distinction 
two stratigraphic units may be recognized, and on Uthologic resem- 
blances to formations in other areas tentative correlations may be 
made. The lower beds, which do not contain oil shale, are of 
Wasatch age, and the upper or younger strata, which contain oil shale, 
are of Green River age. 

Three small fossil collections, from points indicated by Fl, F2, and 
F3 on Plate I, have been examined by W. H. Dall, who identified 
the following species: 

Collection No. Fl, NW. J sec. 14, T. 11 S., B. 8 E.: 

Phyea pleuromatis White. 

GoniobaaiB nodulifera Meek. 

Planorbis cp. cf. P. parvus Say. 

Unio like U. ehoshonensis White. 

Fragments of Anodonta sp. 
Collection No. F2, NE. J sec. 21, T. 10 B., R. 7 E.: 

Vivipara cf. V. wyomingensis Wldte. 

Goniobasis nodulifera Meek. 

Unio sp., fragments. 
Collection No. F3, SE. { sec. 24, T. 10 S., R. 7 E.: 

Vivipara wyomingensis? White. 

Planorbis sp. near P. tuneus Carpenter. 

Physa pleuromatis? White. 

Goniobasis nodulifera Meek. 

Fragments of Unio sp. and Anodonta sp. 

From these data Mr. DaU concludes that the age of the beds is 
Eocene. 

Wasatch formation. — ^The principal ozokerite mines and prospects 
have been opened in the Wasatch formation and are scattered irregu- 
larly through a stratigraphic distance of 600 to 700 feet. The base 
of the formation is not exposed in the ozokerite fields but the part 
that crops out is about 1,000 feet thick. The rocks consist of shale, 
sandstone, and limestone. The shale is tinted purple, green, and 
red in different beds, and all gradations exist between sandy shale 
and sandstone. The sandstone is brown and shows lenticular bed* 
ding. The limestone beds are thin and are sparsely distributed 
through the section. 

The major portion of the formation is made up of sandy shale and 
sandstone, which occur in alternate beds 1 to 10 feet in thickness. 
Inasmuch as the extent and character of the fissures in sedimentary 
rocks depend more or less on the kind of rock, the alternation of 
sandstone with shale beds has caused an irregular distribution of 
ozokerite, which fills many of the fissures. 

Green River formation, — The lowest beds of the Green River for- 
mation border the northeast side of the ozokerite field, and the for- 
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mation is extensively developed in the area north of that outlined 
on Plate I. This formation consists of shale and sandstone inter- 
bedded with a small amount of limestone and has a thickness of 
about 3,000 feet. Much of the shale is bituminous and yields oil on 
destructive distillation. The formation as a unit is gray on weathered 
outcrops, and it is more evenly bedded and persistent than the under- 
lying Wasatch formation. 

STBUCTUBB. 

The rocks in the ozokerite field dip l®-25° N., forming a portion of 
the south limb of the great Uinta Basin syncline. The symbols on 
the map (PI. I) show the strike and dip of the beds at a number of 
places in the field. The rocks are broken by a system of joints and 
small faults, and zones of brecciated or crushed rock are common. 
Most of the joint planes are vertical or nearly so, and the most com- 
mon direction for the principal system of fissures is N. 10*^ W. There 
is a minor system of fissures at angles of 60°-90® with the major 
system. Although small faults are common, no fault with a vertical 
displacement in excess of 10 feet was foimd in the examination of 
the surface and underground exposures. The fault planes dip at 
an angle of 45®, and slickensided surfaces are common. The fracture 
planes and zones are important, inasmuch as the ozokerite fills the 
cavities which have resulted from the fracturing. 

OZOKERITE. 

COMPOSITION AND PBOPEBTIES. 

Ozokerite is the principal mineral resource of this immediate locality. 
It is a mixture of hydrocarbons * in various proportions, the exact 
nature of which is a subject of dispute. Some authors consider that 
it is composed of members of the paraffin series; others place its chief 
constituents in the olefin series. In commenting on certain experi- 
ments, Redwood ' says: ''The natural inference is that in addition to 
crystalline paraffin ozokerite contains certain colloidal substances 
(amorphous paraffin), the presence of which hinders the crjrstalliza- 
tion of the paraffin.'* In color ozokerite varies from black or dark 
brown to light yellow, but some specimens have a greenish color. 
It may be as soft as tallow or as hard as gypsum. The light-colored 
varieties yield the largest amounts of ceresin, the refined product. 
The melting point of ozokerite ranges, in general, from 58° to about 
80® C, but a very few specimens have been reported to have a melt- 
ing point of lOO"" C. Although paraffm with a melting point aa high 

» Redwood, Boverton, and Holloway, O. T., Petroleum, vol. 1, pp. 217 and 218, 1896. 
* Redwood, Boverton, The Oalioian petroleum and otokorite Industries: Soc. Chem. Industry Jour..' 
vol. 11, p. 114, 1802. 



Digitized 



by Google 



OZOKERITE IN CENTRAL UTAH. 



as that of ozokerite may be extracted from petroleum, it is not a 
commercial product, and the paraffin that is put on the market has 
a melting point considerably lower. The specific gravity ranges 
from about 0.85 to 0.97.* Ozokerite is soluble in ether, petroleum, 
benzine, turpentine, and carbon bisulphide. 

TESTS. 

The writer is indebted to Dr. David T. Day and others, of the 
Bureau of Mines,' for the following data on tests of six samples of 
Utah ozokerite from localities Nos. 1, 3, 6, 10, 15, and 16. (See 
PI. I, p. 16.) 

Specific gravity and mtlling point of Utah ozokerite. 



Sample No. 


Specific 
gravity. 


Melting 


Sample No. 


Specific 
gravity. 


Melting 
point 

rc.). 


1 


1.300+ 


60 
63 


10 


0.899 
.915 
.920 


62 


3 


.fiOS 


15 


60 


6 905 


66 


16 


79 











The melting point of each sample was determined by placing a 
minute fragment of ozokerite in a capillary tube strapped to a 
thermometer and heating the apparatus in a water bath until the 
fragment melted, then noting the temperature. This is a tedious 
method but the only one that gives accurate results. 

Solubility of Utah ozokerite. 



Sample No. 



In ether 
(per 
cent). 



In benzol. 



In oil of tur- 
pentine. 



In petroleum. 



In ethvl 
alcohol. 



I. 

3. 

6. 
10. 
15. 
16. 



17.1 
46.7 



Complete o. 
Complete c. 



38.8 

27.9 

2.1 



Complete.., 
Conmletea. 



Conmlete. 
.do'.'.'.'. 



...do. 
...do. 
...do. 



Conmlete. 

iiilido;.'".] 

do.... 

do.... 

.....do.... 



a A little residue of limestone after benzol extraction. 

b Ceresin soluble in hot alcohol; asphalt insoluble. 

e A little residue of organic matter after benzol extraction. 

The solubility tests given in the above table were made by shaking 
fine shavings of each sample with each solvent, then heating the 
mixture. Generally, much time was necessary for the solution of 
any considerable quantity of ceresin by any of the solvents when 
cold, but heating greatly increased the capacity of the solvent. 
As will be seen by the table, ozokerite is completely soluble in three 
of the five solvents used, 

Ceresin is easily soluble in boiling ether, and the associated asphal- 
tic material is only slightly soluble, a fact which renders possible 

> Gosling, E. B., A treatise on ozokerite: School of Mines Quart., vol. 16, p. 41, 1895. 
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the partial separation of eeresin from asphalt. A weighed portion 
of each sample of ozokerite was placed in a Soxhiets extraction appa- 
ratus, and eeresin was extracted with boiling ether so long as the 
ether ran through without any appreciable discoloration. The solu- 
tion was then evaporated and the residue weighed as eeresin. The 
eeresin was considerably discolored, it being impossible with ether 
to prevent the solution of shght amounts of asphalt. 

The solubility tests suggested a possible method for the separation 
of eeresin from asphalt by a boiling solution of alcohol, based on the 
fact that. eeresin is soluble and asphalt is insoluble in alcohol. A 
20-gram sample of ozokerite (sample No. 6) was boiled with 300 
cubic centimeters of strong ethyl alcohol (between 98 and 100 per 
cent pure), which dissolved a large percentage of the eeresin in the 
sample. After the solution was poured from the undissolved asphal- 
tic residue and the liquid allowed to cool, most of the eeresin which 
it contained crystallized out white and clean, with no trace of asphalt. 
The alcohol solution was then cooled down to — 15° C, when a fur- 
ther amount of eeresin crystallized out, leaving a small amount of 
the oil originally present in the asphalt. By reboiling the asphaltio 
residue with the same 'alcohol and repeating this process several times 
it was possible to dissolve all the eeresin, making a complete separa- 
tion of eeresin from asphalt. The treatment yielded 3.6 grams of 
oil, 8.5 grains of asphalt, and 7.9 grams (39.5 per cent) of eeresin. 
It is believed that by the use of a cheap though strong denatured 
alcohol this method of separation can be made commercially prac- 
ticable. There need be very little distillation of the alcohol, it being 
necessary simply to boil the rock containing the ozokerite with 
alcohol, which may then be drawn ofif and allowed to cool, the eeresin 
will crystallize out, leaving the same alcohol suitable for repeated 
extractions. Finally a leaching form of this process would give 
eeresin in a pure and satisfactory condition. 

It was thought that the last eeresin to go into solution would have 
a higher melting point than the portion going into solution earlier. 
In order to determine this matter 15 successive extractions were 
made from the ozokerite, and the melting points were determined 
for most of these extracts, as shown below: 

Melting point of eeresin extracted from Utah ozokerite. 

•C. 

Extracts 1, 2, and 3 50-n56 

Extracts 4 and 5 66 

Extracts6, 7, and 8 65 

Extract 9 68 

These figures show in a general way what was expected, namely, 
that the melting point of eeresin increases as the relative solubility 
becomes less. The increase is not constant, but the melting point 



Extract 10 


•c. 
66 


Extracts 11 and 12 


68 


Extract 14 


70 
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ranges from 60° C. in the most soluble to 70® C. in the least soluble 
portion of the ceresin. The first extracts, melting at 50*^ to 56*^, 
were probably contaminated by oil, but there was not sufficient 
difference in the extracts of any other group to justify assuming the 
presence of other hydrocarbons. These results indicate that it is 
possible, by treatment with alcohol, to separate distinctly different 
grades of ceresin from a single lot of ozokerite. 

The separation of asphalt from ceresin by sulphuric acid is a very 
tedious operation, on account of the persistent emulsions formed by 
the sulphuric acid and the ozokerite. A sample of crude ozokerite 
(sample No. 10) in the form of shavings was boiled with especially 
refined gasoline, varying in boiling point from 65° to 95° C. Gasoline 
was used in large excess, 300 cubic centimeters to 5 grams of ozoke- 
rite. The solution of gasoline containing ozokerite after cooling was 
treated with strong sulphuric acid (specific gravity 1.84), and after 
repeated agitations with the acid the gasoline solution was treated 
with a water wash. After washing several days at a time to break 
up the emulsion and remove the excess of acid, a final treatment 
with sulphuric acid reduced the ceresin content of the gasoline solu- 
tion to 21 per cent, or in other words 21 per cent of the gasoline 
solution of ozokerite was ceresin. 

A second and similar test with sulphuric acid was made of the 
rt^siduum remaining after the distillation of the crude ozokerite 
(sample No. 10). The test was carried out in precisely the same 
manner as the one described above, and the ceresin content of the 
gasoline solution was reduced to 19 per. oent. 

It is the practice in Galicia and elsewhere to treat either molten 
ozokerite or ozokerite in a hot solution of gasoline or benzol with 
strong sulphuric acid or with fuming sulphuric acid for the purpose 
of extracting asphaltum, which is attacked by the acid. The ceresin 
is left in solution and is afterward separated by evaporation of the 
solvent. It appears from the experiments reported above that the 
separation of asphalt from ceresin by alcohol gives more satisfactory 

results. 

Fractional distillation of Utah ozokerite. 





Sample No.a 


Began to 
boil CO. 


Ceresin distilled over (cubic centimeters). 


Residuum 




75«-lW C. 


IW-300'C. 


300*-350*C. 


Total. 


(grams). 


3 


80 
75 
83 


2 

1 
.5 


10 

9 
7 


33 
30 
23 


45 
40 
29.5 


14.9 


10 


9.5 


15 


24.7 







a Each sample weighed 50 grams. 

The same methods were used in the distillation of ozokerite as 
those in vogue for the distillation of crude petroleum. The results 
of these tests indicate that the greater part of the ceresin distills over 
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without any appreciable decomposition at moderate temperatures, 
but decomposition of the portion distilled at temperatures abo\r^ 
350° is evident. The ceresin crystallizes out, taking the form com- 
mon to the paraffin of commerce, but has a higher melting point:- • 

FORM AND CONTENT OF DEPOSITS. 

• 

The ozokerite of central Utah is found in fissures and brecciated 
zones caused by the fracturing of the rocks. This fracturing has 
produced joints and small faults, most of which are nearly vertical - 
The principal fissures trend about N. 10° W. and contain the largest 
deposits of ozokerite in the field. Brecciated zones arc also common , 
and in these the ozokerite incloses angular fragments of coimtry rock. 
The included rock fragments show little or no impregnation by the 
ozokerite and apparently have suffered very httle movement. Th.e 
ozokerite and the walls of the fissures commonly show slickensided 
surfaces. In the writer's examination of the deposits he observed 
veins of ozokerite from mere films to 6 or 8 inches in thickness, and 
according to Tafif and Smith * veins nearly 3 feet thick have been 
found in the mines. The deposits are irregular in size, as stated by 
TafF and Smith:' ^^The extent, either in thickness or length, of the 
occurrence of ozokerite * * * can not be relied on far beyond 
the limit of prospected groimd. Both the width of the fissm*e or 
fractured zone and the occurrence of ozokerite are found to be 
variable." 

The fissures were undoubtedly produced by movement in the rocks 
prior to the deposition of the ozokerite, but the slickensided condi- 
tion of some of the ozokerite indicates that movement has taken 
place since the fissures were filled. 

The lenticxilar nature of the bedding and the alternation of beds of 
sandstone and shale have influenced the amount of open space result- 
ing from the fracture of the rocks and have caused an irregular dis- 
tribution of the ozokerite. The fissuring of the sandstone has pro- 
duced more available open spaces than the fissuring of the day and 
shale, and consequently the largest deposits of ozokerite are found 
in fissures in sandstone. 

In addition to filling fissures, ozokerite occurs in the vicinity of 
zones of fracture as thin films along joint planes. These films imply 
that at the time of impregnation the ozokerite was fluid enough to 
penetrate very minute cracks, but the lack of impregnation of the 
country rock impUes a viscosity too great to permit the penetration 
into rocks even as porous as sandstone. 

The material removed from the mines and prospects is reported to 
contain from 1 to 7 per cent of ozokerite, but the quantity in a single 
prospect varies greatly within short distances. 

1 Tail, J. A., and Smith, C. D., Oxokerlte deposits in Utah: U. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 285, p. 371, 1905. 
3 Idem, p. 300. 
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OBIGIN. 

In this report, which is primarily economic, an exhaustive discus- 
sion of the probable origin of the ozokerite is hardly appropriate, 
but some of the considerations in regard to origin have an economic 
appUcation. 

There appears to be a close relationship between ozokerite and 
certain kinds of petroleum. In a paper by Gosling * an analysis of 
ozokerite is compared with one of American petroleum, and the com- 
parison shows that the two substances contain the same compounds 
or fractions, though in different proportions. As would naturally be 
expected, the paraffin content of the ozokerite is higher than that of 
the petroleum. In the Galician mines all gradations between oil 
high in paraffin and ozokerite containing some petroleum have been 
observed.^ Some of the veins of ozokerite in the Utah field have a 
width about equal to that of thick paper, a condition which implies 
a somewhat fluid state of the material at the time of impregnation 
and suggests that the substance which first filled the fissures was a 
petroleum rich in paraflSn. Thus from laboratory and field observa- 
tions all mixtures of petroleum and ozokerite are known to exist, 
and it may be concluded that the ozokerite of the Utah field is derived 
from a petroleum high in paraflSn. 

The passage from petroleum to ozokerite is thought by some geolo- 
gists to have been accompUshed by the oxidation and decomposition 
of the hydrocarbons of petroleum. However, the probability of the 
lack of oxidizing agents at considerable depths below the ground- 
water level would argue against this as a general process. On the 
other hand, it is now generally accepted that sohd hydrocarbons, 
which of course embrace paraffin, exist in many crude oils at low 
temperatures. Kast and Seidner ' have foimd that the mud which 
separates out on the bottom of storage tanks containing crude petro- 
leum is made up largely of paraffin, and they suggest that *'this 
amorphous paraflBn closely resembles and is evidently identical with 
ozokerite." Petroleum-may be regarded as a solvent holding paraffin 
in solution, and on evaporation of the solvent the ozokerite is left as 
a residue. Slight changes in temperature, such as are found with 
increasing depth below the surface, would be a factor in solution and 
deposition, but this factor probably is not so important as evapora- 
tion of the lighter and more volatile oils of the petroleum. 

The petroleiun from which the ozokerite has been derived may 
have had two sources. It may have been derived from the overlying 
oil shale or it may have been forced up from lower beds. The 

> Qosllng, E. B., A treatise on osokerite: School of Mines Quart., vol. 16, p. 41, 1895. 

* Redwood, Boverton, The Galician petroleum and osokerlte Industries: Soc. Chem. Industry Jour., 
vol. 11, p. 103, 1892. 

* Kast, H., and Seldner, S., The formation of solid paraffin: Soc. Chem. Industry Jour., vol. 11, p. 598, 
1802. 
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bituminous material in the oil shale is largely made up of vegetal 
remains, and it is thought by Peokham^ that oil containing a large 
percentage of paraffin is indicative of a vegetable origin. On the 
other hand, Eldridge^ believes that the veins of solid hydrocarbons 
in the Uinta Basin, to the northeast, were formed by the forcing into 
the crevices and later rapid solidification of semifluid hydrocarbons. 
It would be interesting to know if the ozokerite contains more 
volatile oils in the lower levels of the mines than in the higher, or 
if the reverse is true, as such facts may have a bearing on the source 
of the petroleum from which the ozokerite has been derived. Analy- 
ses of the ozokerite compared with analyses of oil from the oil shale 
might possibly show some significant resemblances. 

Resxdts of distillation tests on samples of oil shale collected by the 
writer in this region will be found in a paper in this volume entitled 
^'Oil shale in northwestern Colorado and adjacent areas," by Dean E. 
Winchester. 

COMPABISON WITH THB BOBYSLAW FXELB IN OAUCIA. 

The ozokerite field of central Utah resembles in a number of 
places the Boryslaw field of Galicia, Austria, which is the most 
productive field of ozokerite. The Galician field, as described by 
Redwood," is less than 1 square mile in area. The ozokerite is found 
in fissures, usually measuring from 2 to 12 inches in width, which 
cut shale and sandstone of Miocene age that overlie beds of petrolifer- 
ous shale. All gradations between solid ozokerite and petroleum 
rich in paraflin are found in the mines. A sample described by 
Redwood has a melting point of 60.5° C. and a specific gravity of 
0.9236. The mine shafts in this field are very closely spaced and 
range in depth from 20 to 200 meters (66 to 656 feet). Much of 
the semifluid material is under high pressure, and it is reported that 
certain of the mine openings have at times been filled by the 
squeezing of semifluid ozokerite. The Boryslaw deposits become 
narrower with increasing depth, and Redwood is inclined to believe 
that the ozokerite has been forced up from below. 

nCPOBTS. 

The figures given below, showing imports of ozokerite, are taken 
from the reports on the mineral resources of the United States, pub- 
lished by the Geological Survey. It is believed that the greater 
part of these imports came from the Galician mines, but the total 
production ctf the Galician field is probably considerably more than 
the amount given as imports to the United States. 

1 Redwood, Boverton, and HoHoway, O. T., Petrotoum, vol. 1, p. 333, 1896. 

* Eldiidge, O. H., The ulntalte deposits of Utah: U. S. Geol. Survey Seventeenth Ann. Rept., pt. 1, 
p. 938, 1896. 

* Redwood, Boverton, The Qallcian petroleum and ozokerite Industries: Soc. Chem. Industry Jour., 
vol. 11, pp. 112-118, 1892. 
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Mineral voax {Mefiy otokeriU) imported into the United States. 

Pounds. Pounds. 



1888 1,164,940 

1908 3,595,393 

1911 4,472,706 



1912 6,352,003 

1913 7,141,514 

1914 8,191,529 



The price at the point of exportation was 8.7 cents a pound in 1911, 
7.7 cents a pound in 1912 and 1913, and 6.1 cents a pound in 1914. 

PBODUOnON. 

The first prospecting of this region was done in 1886. Since that 
time mining and prospecting have been carried on at irregular periods, 
for litigation has prevented continuous development. Exact figures 
for the production of the field are not available, and at the time of 
the writer's examination all the mines were inactive. According to 
statistics published by the United States Geological Survey in the 
yearly reports on mineral, resources, the Utah field produced over 
640,000 pounds of ozokerite previous to 1900, and it is reported by 
officials of the American Ozokerite Co. that the field has yielded 
about 120,000 pounds since that date. The total output of the 
Utah field is only a small fraction of the quantity imported into the 
United States in a single year, but the production of the past is not 
a measure of the production that is possible under favorable market 
and mining conditions. 

CONCENTBATION. 

The foflowing concise description of the methods of concentration 
used in the Utah 'field is given by Taff and Smith:' 

The manner of separating ozokerite from the associated rocks is a simple process. 
The plant * * * consists of a steam boiler and engine, a crusher, and steam- 
heated vats. The soft rock and ozokerite mixture is crushed and run into long vats 
with nairow bottoms containing water kept at a boiling temperature. The ozokerite 
melts at a temperature of 64° to 70° C. (129° to 158° F.) and floaU off as a liquid into 
cooling vats, while the rock is driven out along the narrow bottom of the vats by revolv- 
ing screws. On cooling the ozokerite is remelted into dry pans to remove the 

moisture. 

USB8 OF OZOKBBITB. 

Ozokerite is a nonconductor of electricity and is extensively used 
for insulating. Candles made from ozokerite have qualities superior 
to those found in other candles. Much of the ozokerite mined is con- 
verted into ceresin, a highly purified product which is used to replace 
or adulterate beeswax and has a variety of other uses. Ozokerite is 
also used as a foimdation for various waxes and polishes; as a cover- 
ing to protect metal surfaces from the action of moisture, acids, or 
alkalies; and for wax figures and dolls. 

t Taff, 7. A., and Smith, C. D., pp. cit., p. 371. 
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MINES AND PROSPECTS. 

In the foflowing description of the mines and prospects, reference 
will be made to the map (PL I), on which the places where ozokerite 
deposits have been exploited are indicated and numbered. In the 
report by TafF and Smith * many of these localities are described in 
detail, and in the following description the data collected by them 
have been used to supplement the data collected by the writer: At 
the time of the field examination none of the mines or prospects 
described below were being worked commercially. 

The westernmost development in the ozokerite field (No. 1, PL I) 
is in the E. i sec. 20, T. 10 S., R. 7 E., and is locally known as the 
Culmer Bros. mine. A slope about 160 feet long has been opened, 
trending N. 10® W. at an inclination of 23® to 40® from the horizontal. 
About 100 feet below the mouth of the slope a main entry has been 
driven about 215 feet N. 11® 13' W. A few short side entries have 
been turned off from the slope as well as from the main entry. Two 
houses stand near the mine, and some hoisting machinery has been 
installed at the mouth of the slope. The most prominent fissures 
containing ozokerite trend N. 10®-30® W. At the time of the exam- 
ination the mouth of the slope was filled with loose material that had 
caved from the roof, rendering entrance impracticable. According 
to Taff and Smith,' the fractm*e zone is 2 feet 6 inches wide. It is 
reported that some large pieces of ozokerite have been taken from the 
slope and also that some yellow wax has been found here, but in the 
examination of the mine only thin films of soft ozokerite associated 
with gypsiun were observed in the entry. A sample from this mine 
was tested as reported on pages 5-8. 

Development No. 2, in the NE. J sec. 21, T. 10 S., R. 7 E., consists 
of a shaft and a few open-cut prospects and is locally known as the 
U. S. property. This mine is equipped with electric hoisting ma- 
chinery and a plant for the separation of the ozokerite from the asso- 
ciated rock fragments. At the time of the field examination the 
shaft was filled with water, so that entrance was impracticable. Mr. 
Vorhees, of Soldier Smnmit, reports that the shaft is 100 feet deep 
and that entries as long as 40 feet have been driven from the bottom of 
the shaft. Taff and Smith * state that the fractured rocks are 45 
feet wide and the fissm*es have a trend of N. 60® W. In a prospect 
near the mouth of the shaft the ozokerite, which is well exposed, is 
irregularly distributed as a filling of the fissm*es, with a maximimi 
width of 1 inch of soUd wax. Along these fissm*es movement has taken 
place. The faults, which are normal, dip 46® and strike N. 45® W. 
The displacement is at least 18 inches, and the fracture zone is be- 
tween 4 and 5 feet wide. The ozokerite from this prospect has a 

1 Taff, J. A., and Smith, C. D., op. cit., pp. 300-372. * Idem, p. 371. 
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more or less fibrous structure, is dark brown to black, and has a hard- 
ness about equal to that of talc. 

Development No. 3, in the NW. J sec. 22, T. 10 S., R. 7 W., con- 
sists of a drift about 500 feet long, bearing about N. 10° W. No 
ozokerite was observed on the mine dump, and only a few films 
were found filling joints that trend N. 10 W. It is reported that very 
little ozokerite has been foimd here. A sample from this place was 
tested at the Biireau of Mines. (See pp. 5-8.) 

Development No. 4, in the E. i sec. 24, T. 10 S., R. 7 E., consists 
of a drift about 30 feet long, opened along the principal joints, which 
here trend N. 8° W. This prospect is about 700 feet higher than the 
railroad station at Soldier Summit, as detennined by barometric 
readings. A vein of ozokerite half an inch thick was observed in 
the face of the drift, but so far as could be observed this was the only 
vein in the prospect. 

Development No. 5, in the SW. } sec. 19, T. 10 S., R. 8 E., consists 
of a drift about 30 feet long, trending S. 85® E. The exposed system 
of joints trends N. 43® W. The drift is partly timbered and is 
equipped with a small car and track. No ozokerite was observed 
either in the mine or on the dump. 

Development No. 6, locally known as the Soldier Summit mine, in 
the NW. J sec. 30, T. 10 S., R. 8 E., less than half a mUe northeast of 
Soldier Summit, is reported to be one of the largest mines in the field. 
Tests of a sample from this mine are reported on pages 5-8. The 
shaft was in so poor a condition at the time of examination that en- 
trance was not feasible. The following description is taken from the 
report by Taff and Smith: * 

A mine has been equipped with hoisting power and in connection with iit a con- 
centration plant erected nearly one-third of a mile east of Soldier Summit. The mine 
was closed at the time visited, on account of reported litigation. Mr. Kroupa, who 
clirected the development here, reports that the shaft is 225 feet in depth and was 
driven on a band of vertical fissures that contain the mineral wax, and that drifts 
liad been opened 50 feet to the north and south on the strike of the fractures. A 
north-south shear zone has been prospected one-fourth mile south of the mine. In all • 
cases here the ozokerite ia reported to occur in veinlets filling narrow fissures in the 
strike of the crushed strata and surrounding the brecciated shale and shaly sand- 
stone . Locally the veins swell to a thickness of nearly 3 feet, according to Mr. Kroupa 's 
verbal report. 

The mouth of the shaft has an altitude of about 400 feet above the 
raiboad station at Soldier Summit, 

Development No. 7, in the SW. J sec. 10, T. 11 S., R. 8 E., consists 
of a shaft which at the time of visit was filled with water within about 
20 feet of the surface. The ozokerite occurs in a brecciated zone that 
trends about N. 8** W. Evidences of ozokerite were found in the 
mine diunp and in outcrops near the mouth of the shaft. 

» Op. cit., p. 371. 
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Development No. 8, in the SE. J sec. 10, T. 11 S., R. 8 E., consists 
of a small drift opened along the joints that have a trend of N. 9® W. 
Thin films of ozokerite associated with gypsmn were seen. Accord- 
ing to Mr. James Miller, of Colton, a nimiber of small prospects sim- 
ilar to No. 8 have been opened northwest of this drift. 

Development No. 9, in the SE. { sec. 15, T. 11 S., R. 8 E., con- 
sists of a small drift and shaft opened along a normal fault in sand- 
stone and clay. The rocks show a vertical displacement of about 8 
feet and are brecciated along the fault zone. The ozokerite is con- 
fined for the most part to fissures in the brecciated portions of the 
sandstone and occurs in pockets or irr^ular masses. The clay car- 
ries little ozokerite, for even where it is faulted very little open space 
remains. A wagon road, which was in poor condition at the time of 
the examination, has been constructed from the Pleasant Valley mines 
to this prospect. According to barometric readings the mouth of the 
drift is about 650 feet higher than the town of Colton. 

Development No. 10, in the SW. } sec. 14, T. 11 S., R. 8 E., con- 
sists of a drift about 100 feet long driven along the principal joints, 
which here trend N. 10® W. This drift is about 475 feet above the 
town of Colton. The associated rocks are sandstone and shale, 
and masses of ozokerite were observed which measured as much as 
6 inches across. The fractm-e zone in this drift is from 4 to 5 feet 
wide. The impregnated material exposed in the face of the drift 
is from 4 to 5 feet wide. The impregnated material exposed in the 
face of the drift was estimated by Mr. L. V. Shearer, of the American 
Ozokerite Co., to contain about 7 per cent of ozokerite. Tests of a 
sample of ozokerite from this mine were made as reported on pages 
5-8. Angular fragments of coimtry rock completely surrounded by 
ozokerite are abimdant, and the smaller cross fractures are also filled 
with ozokerite in many places. The ozokerite from this drift is soft 
enough to be molded in the fingers. It has a more or less fibrous 
fracture and on freshly broken surfaces smells like kerosene. 

Development No. 11, in the SW. J sec. 14, T. 11 S., R. 8 E., con- 
sists of a drift about 200 feet long and some small crosscuts. The 
drift is opened along the principal system of joints and trends N. 
10® W. The general level of this drift is about 400 feet above the 
town of Colton. Ozokerite is found in films and thin veins along the 
principal joints and also in the smaller joints that cut the major 
system. It is probably a part of the same impregnated body that is 
found in development No. 10. Nos. 9, 10, and 11 are locally known 
as the Brown Bear group or James Peak group. 

Development No. 12, in the SE. } sec. 22, T. 11 S., R. 8 E., in the 
town of Colton, is locally known as the Town mine. At the time of 
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the examination the mine was partly filled with water. The following 
description of this development is given by Taflf and Smith: * 

A shaft is sunk on a vertical shear zone 5 to 6 feet in width to a depth of 110 feet and 
IB equipped with a lO-horsepower hoisting engine. Drifts have been run on the strike 
of the fractures at a depth of 45 feet and at the base. The mine is now closed, it is 
claimed, on account of litigation. At the time of inspection it was filled with water 
below the 45-foot drift. At this level the brecciated zone consists of broken green and 
purple shale with sandstone fragments. Ozokerite occurs in scales or thin veins or as 
pockets and veins of variable extent and width, not exceeding a few inches at most. 

Development No. 13 is in theNE. } sec. 23, T. 1 1 S., R. 8 E., on what is 
locally known as the Midnight claim. A drift has been opened here, 
principally in sandstone, along the brecciated fault zone, Which is 
between 2 and 3 feet wide, and has a north-south trend. Ozokerite was 
observed at the surface in sohd masses as thick as 1} inches and filling 
smaller fissures and spaces between the faulted and brecciated rocks. 

Development No. 14, locally known as the Miller property, is in the 
SE. J sec. 14, T. 11 S., R. 8 E., and consists of two drifts, one 75 feet 
long and the other 17 feet long. The shorter drift is about 12 feet 
above the long one. It is reported that about 5 tons of material has 
been mined from these drifts and that some of it contained as much as 
7 per cent of ozokerite. 

Development No. 15, locaDy known as the Pleasant Valley or P. V. 
mine, is probably the largest and best-equipped mine in the ozokerite 
field. Two main drifts have been opened, one in the NW. J sec. 24 
and the other in the SW. J sec. 13, T. 1 1 S., R. 8 E., and are connected 
by a shaft. The lower drift is about 300 feet above the town of Col- 
ton, and the other is about 85 feet higher. Both drifts have been 
driven on a fracture zone which has a general bearing of N. 10° W., 
but the trend of the drifts ranges between N. 0° 58' W. and N. 15° W. 
The lower drift is about 650 feet long, and the upper about 350 feet, 
and some lateral entries have been turned off which are over 100 feet 
long. The two levels are connected in several places, and it is 
reported that the lateral entries show that the fracture zone contain- 
ing ozokerite is locally 38 feet wide. Single continuous veins of ozo- 
kerite have been traced in these mines for 140 feet, and yellow wax 
has been found in the upper drift. The main part of the lower drift 
is opened along a normal fault, which is nearly vertical and has a 
displacement of over 6 feet. The associated rocks are sandstone, 
shale, and clay, and these commonly show slickensided surfaces. A 
plant for the separation of the ozokerite from the associated rock 
fragments, several houses, and a shop have been erected. It is 
reported by Mr. L. V. Shearer that shipments of wax were made from 
this mine to New York City in 1901, 1907, and 1912, which aggregated 
between 35 and 50 tons. Tests of a sample from the mine were made 
at the Bureau of Mines, as reported on pages 5-8. 

1 Op. cit., pp. 370-371. 
38205*>— Bull. 64U--16 2 
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Development No. 16, locally known as the Higgins shaft, is in the 
NW. i sec. 24, T. 11 S,, R. 8 E. The shaft is reported to be about — 
180 feet deep but at the time of examination was in so poor a con- 
dition that entrance was not practicable. It is probable that this 
shaft. is on the same general zone of fractures as the P. V. mine. 
A sample from the mine was tested, as reported on pages 5-8. 
About 600 feet south-southeast of the shaft is an old prospect, which 
shows traces of ozokerite on the diimp. 

Development No. 17, locally known as the Kyxme Canyon property, . 
is m the SE. i sec. 18, T. 11 S., R. 9 E. It consists of a drift over 100 
feet long. The general direction of the fractures which carry the 
ozokerite is N. 5° E., and exposures in the drift show ozokerite iff 
small fissures as much as half an inch thick, scattered through a zone 
several feet thick. 

In the descriptions given above only those developments have been 
considered which show some indication of ozokerite or which have y 
apparently been opened with the intention of commercial develop- v 
ment. A number of small prospects were visited, and other occur- 
rences were reported in various parts of the ozokerite field* 

FUTURE OF THE FIELD. 

The quantity of ozokerite available for future mining in the Utah 
field can hardly be estimated. The length and thickness of the fis- s;;^ 
sured and fractured zones containing ozokerite are variable, even ^ 
within short distances, and for areas beyond the limits of prospected 
ground no quantitative estimate can be made with safety. Many of « ' 
the prospects and mines, however, showed ozokerite in place, and J 
the fact that it is irregularly distributed should encourage more . / 
thorough prospecting. ( 

The melting point of crude Utah ozokerite ranges between 60*^ and 
79° C, which compares favorably with that of the Austrian product. 
Inasmuch as the melting point is a factor in determining the price, 
the quality of the Utah product, so far as this point is concerned 
should encourage future development. A 

Previous to the outbreak of the war in Europe the Austrian ozoker- 
ite sold in New York at so low a price that American producers found 
difficulty in competing with it. For the year 1914 the imported 
ozokerite was valued at 6.1 cents a pound at the point of exportation, 
and in the summer of that year the New York price for crude ozokerite 
was 27 to 30 cents a pound. About the middle of June, 1915, the 
price of ozokerite in New York, as shown by the various trade jour- 
nals, was between 30 and 40 cents a pound. As the imports from the . 
Gahcian mines have been seriously affected by the war and as the ' 
development of these mines in the near future will probably be greatly ' ^ 
handicapped, there is an excellent opportunity to market the Utah <?o 
product. ."^ 

o 
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THE OIL AND GAS GEOLOGY OP THE FORAKER QUAD- 
RANGLE, OSAGE COUNTY, OKLAHOMA. 



By K. C. Heald. 



INTRODUCTION. 

Scape of paper, — The aim of this paper is to describe and portray 
those features of the Foraker quadrangle which may be of interest 
and assistance in the discovery and development of accumulations 
of oil and gas. In the first part of the paper the character of the 
surface and. the accessibility of different parts of the quadrangle are 
discussed. Under the heading " Stratigraphy " those strata which 
are valuable as key horizons in mapping structure are described in 
detail, and the probable positions of oil sands are given. Under the 
heading " Structure " the geologic structure is portrayed by map and 
stereogram, and the anticlines which the writer believes favorable 
for the accumulation of oil and gas are described in detail. In con- 
elusion specific recommendations for prospecting are given, and the 
writer's belief concerning the probability of the occurrence of oil 
and gas accumulations is set forth. 

Location. — ^The Foraker quadrangle lies in the extreme northwest 
comer of Osage County, Okla., between meridians 96° 31' and 96° 
45' and parallels 36° 45' and 37°. Its north boundary is just north 
of the Kansas-Oklahoma line. (See fig. 1 and PI. II.) 

Field work. — ^The field work that furnished the data for this report 
was done during the summer and fall of 1915. Headquarters were 
made in the towns of Grainola and Foraker, where good hotel accom- 
modations were obtained, and in Foraker very good livery service 
was available. Reconnaissance trips were first made over the area, 
after which the detailed work necessary for mapping the geology was 
done. Several recognizable beds of limestone were traced through 
the region, and elevations were taken at many points along the out- 
crops. These elevations were obtained by plane-table work, supple- 
mented by a few hand-level observations close to established bench 
marks. The work was much facilitated by the excellent base map 
prepared by the Greological Survey in 1914, on which the surface 

17 



Digitized 



by Google 



18 CONTBIBUTIONS TO ECONOMIC GEOLOGY, 1916^ PAKT IL 




Digitized 



by Google 



OIL AND GAS OF FORAKER QUADRANGLE, OKLA. 



19 



features are represented by contour lines with a 20-foot interval. 
(See PL II.) Bench marks are established at most of the section 
comers and quarter corners. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Relief. — A view westward from the rim of the scarp west of North 
Bird Creek, near the east side of the Foraker quadrangle, gives the 
general impression of a great plain with almost no relief. This 
plain seems tp slope gently for some 15 miles to the steep bluffs 
west of Beaver Creek, which are the southern extension of the Flint 
Hills of Kansas. In places there are scars, which evidently mark 
steep-sided valleys, and a few low hills modify the regularity of 
the surface, but they are not prominent. This smooth-appearing 
plain, however, is cut by numerous valleys. Erosion is active, and 
gulches and valleys 
are being vigorously 
excavated. The re- 
sultant debris is car- 
ried away by the 
streams before it has 
a chance to accumu- 
late in any great 
quantity, and conse- 
quently the valley 
sides are steep, al- 
though the many 
beds of soft shale 

prevent the development of prominent cliff faces. The more re- 
sistant rocks form conspicuous outcrops, whereas the softer, less 
I'esistant shales and thin limestones are carried away faster, and 
because of this difference the resultant slope has the appearance of 
a series of steps or terraces, such as are shown in figure 2. 

The most striking topographic features in the quadrangle are the 
bluffs west of Beaver Creek, in the northwest comer, and those 
which rim the valleys of Buck Creek, Sand Creek, North Bird and 
Middle Bird creeks, at the eastern margin. These scarps show the 
same general feature of alternating gentle and steep slopes as is 
shown in the valley sides, except that the slope, taken as a whole, 
is more abrupt — ^in fact, the scarps are so abrupt and so continuous 
that they form considerable obstacles to travel by vehicle. Both lines 
of bluffs vary locally in trend, having reentrants and projections in 
response to the locations of stream courses and consequent erosional 
activity, but they maintain a constant general direction of a little 
east of north. 





y/^ •■••• — ■■ . 



Figure 



-Hill slope showing alternating hard and soft 
strata. 
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Drainage and water supply. — Most of the Foraker quadrangle is 
drained by Salt Creek, which heads a little south of the Kansas line 
and flows southward through the center of the area. About 30 
square miles in the northwest comer is drained by Beaver Creek, 
and the water from a narrow strip along the east edge flows into 
the headwaters of Buck Creek, Sand Creek, North Bird and Middle 
Bird creeks, which ar^ pushing west and encroaching on the Salt 
Creek drainage basin. 

In years of slight rainfall all the streams are intermittent and a 
large percentage of the wells in the quadrangle go dry. The water 
in the wells comes from joint planes in limestone, as is clearly indi- 
cated by several shallow wells that give an abundance of water, 
though comparatively deep wells near by are dry. For this reason 
it is su^ested that drilling for water should not go to a depth 
exceeding 75 feet, not only because the cost of drilling increases with 
increasing depth, but because joint planes are presumably more 
abundant near the surface. All the water in the area is limy and 
would doubtless leave quantities of scale in boilers. 

CuUv/re. — ^The Foraker quadrangle is traversed by but one rail- 
road, the Midland Valley, whose trains stop at Foraker, Grainola, 
and Frankfort. Foraker and Grainola are small towns, the only 
ones in the quadrangle, and Frankfort is a flag station. The south- 
western part of the district can be more easily reached from the town 
of Burbank, on the Santa Fe Railway, only 4 miles south of the 
southwest comer of the quadrangle. 

The greater part of the land is given over to the cattle industry, 
which is in a very thriving condition. Agriculture is jiot neglected, 
however, and there are few places in the quadrangle that are more 
than a mile from cultivated land. 

The road net is very good, although the roads themselves are ftot. 
A large percentage of the section lines are open, and in dry seasons 
practically any of them may be traveled with a team, or even with 
an automobile. Good roads could be made along any of them with 
comparatively little expense. The many limestone outcrops could fur- 
nish an abundance of excellent road metal for use in places that are 
inclined to be soft in rainy weather, and slight detours from section 
lines would do away with the necessity of grading any bad hills. 
The most troublesome feature is the lack of bridges over the larger 
streams, which during very rainy weather may be impassable for 
several days at a time. The only good wagon bridge in the quad- 
rangle is the one over Elm Creek, 2^ miles west of Foraker. This is 
a very serviceable bridge, built of rock quarried at the bridge site. 
More work of this nature would go far toward making travel 
throughout the quadrangle possible in any weather. 
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STRATIGRAPHY. 

BOCKS EXPOSED. 

AGE AND GENERAL CHARACTER. 

The stratigraphic column 
in the Foraker quadrangle is 
made up of rocks of lower 
Permian and upper Pennsyl- 
vanian age. 

The exposed rocks are all 
sedimentary. Limestone and 
shale are the most abundant, 
but some sandstone is present. 
The conspicuous outcrops of 
the limestone beds and the 
control they exert over the 
surface features make them 
much the most important 
rocks of the section when 
structural mapping is at- 
tempted, because they can be 
easily traced. By means of 
elevations taken on these beds 
the position and slope of the 
strata may be determined. 

No complete description of 
the stratigraphy will be given 
in this paper, but for the con- 
venience of those who wish to 
do detailed geologic work in 
this region the most promi- 
nent beds or key rocks are de- 
scribed in detail below. The 
general relations of the beds 
are shown in figure 3. 

KEY ROCKS. 

^Vreford limestone, — The 
Wreford limestone is from 10 
to 14 feet thick in the For- 
aker quadrangle. It occurs in 
three distinct layers. Between 
the middle and bottom layers 
there may be a bed of shale, 
45236°— 16 2 
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Figure 3. — Strati^aphic section of rocks ex- 
posed In the Foraker quudran$;)e, Okla. 
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which has a thickness of *2 feet at the locality where it appeared best 
developed. 

The distinguishing features of the Wreford are the buff color of 
the middle bed and the character and mode of occurrence of the 
chert which forms a large part of the rock. The chert, owing to its 
greater hardness than the limestone in which it is embedded, weathers 
into all manner of irregular projecting lumps and knobs. At some 
localities imperfectly silicified limestone takes the place of the chert 
and projects from the body of the rock in prominent layers, large 
pieces of which litter the ground in the neighborhood of the outcrop. 

The character of the formation is shown in detail in the following 
section: 

fiCctUm of Wreford limestone half a mile east of Hardy, Okla, 

Feet. 

Limestone, blackish gray on weathered surface, light buff to 
brownish gray on fresh surface ; in several slabby beds 2 to 
6 inches thiclt; top bed is massive, 12 to 16 inches thick, 
hard and dense; lower beds break into slabby, lenticular 
pieces. Fossiliferous ; considerably limonitized; has many 
echinoid spines ; is in places full of smooth cylindrical holes 
half an inch to 3 inches in diameter. Above this Is a mass of 
shale and limestone 4 

Limestone, buff, hard, dense, massive ; full of chert ; yellowish 
brown on weathered surface, blue-gray on fresh surface. 
About 25 per cent of the rock is chert, in irregular nodules 
and layers, lens-shaped concretions roughly parallel to 
bedding most common ; chert is fossiliferous 3 

Shale, limy, yellow-gray to green-gray; looks sandy but no 
grains distinguishable ; bedding regular ; fossiliferous 2 

Limestone, light buff on both weathered and fresh surfaces, 
dense, hard, compact; full of fossils, which are locally 
replaced by glassy or milk-white calclte; in two beds with 
a 1-inch shale parting; the many crystalline fossils give 
the rock a spotted appearance 3 

12 

Crou8e limestone. — A prominent limestone about 3 feet thick, the 
Grouse, lies approximately 70 feet below the base of the Wreford. 
Its outcrop is alihost invariably conspicuous, and the rock is dis- 
tinctive enough to make it easily recognizable. The characteristic 
features of this limestone are the form of the outcrop, which shows 
many large, massive blocks, the absence of recognizable fossils in 
any abundance, with the exception of small Fusulinas, which are 
plentiful, and the presence of many smooth, round holes that are 
vertical or steeply inclined to the bedding. There are similar holes 
in other limestones of this region, but nowhere were they noted in 
such numbers as in the Grouse limestone. 

Cottonwood limestone. — ^The Cottonwood limestone is from 10 to 
16 feet thick in the Foraker quadrangle. It is thickest near the 
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Kansas line and thins to the south. Of the total thickness usually 
only the top 2 feet is visible, the remainder being covered with soil. 
This is due to the fact that the top 2 feet consists of hard, resistant 
limestone, while the remainder of the formation is made up of thin 
oolitic limestone and shale. In scmie localities there is a thin lime- 
stone conglomerate at the base of the formation. Although the thin 
limestones at the base do not form prominent outcrops, they are the 
most easily recognizable feature about the formation, because of 
their lithologic character and the fact that they carry many fossils, 
among which a small coiled shell (Schizostoma) is common. This 
coiled shell was rarely observed at any other horizon. In this 
quadrangle a thin oolitic limestone, with an abundance of fossils, 
especially Schizostoma, is almost certain to be at the base of the 
Cottonwood limestone. 

The following section measured north of Grainolu gives a detailed 
description of the formation : 

Section of Cottonwood limestone in the S^\\ \ SE. i hcv. 2L T. 2i) A'., R. € E. 

Kt. In. 

Massive limestone, bluish white on weathereil surface, light 

gray to light buff on fresh surface ; surface uneven and 

full of round holes as much as 2 inches in diameter, but 

it is not as rough as the Neva (see below) ; occasional 

rough pieces have dark surfaces; no chert 24- 

Thin shale and oolitic limestone 11 

Limestone conglomerate, blue-gray to yellowish ; made up 
of rolled pebbles of limestone, shell fragments, and some 
little hematite pebbles ; degree of cementation varies ; a 
good deal of crystalline calclte; many fossils; coiled 
shells (Schizostoma) and fluted, -long-nosed brachiopoils 

(Meekella) most characteristic 6 

Shale, olive-drab, clayey 2 

Limestone conglomerate as above, except that it contains 
more pebbles and less lime; fossiliferous (Myalina, 
productlds) ; cross-bedded ; largest pebbles seen about 

half an inch In diameter 2 

Shale or marl, pink, greenish gray, and white; bedding 
irregular; beds form overlapping lenses; contact with 
overlying conglomerate very irregular 2 6 

204- 
Neva limestone. — ^The Neva limestone furnishes one of the most 
prominent outcxops in the Foraker quadrangle. It is easily distin- 
guished from any of the limestones occurring higher in the section, 
and also from those lower in the section, with the exception of the 
Red Eagle limestone, which lies about 55 feet below the Neva. The 
total thickness of this formation is 15 to 20 feet. It is made up of 
massive beds, 4 to 6 feet thick, at the top and the base, with thin beds 
of limestone and shale between. The total thickness of the top bed 
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is rarely seen, as the rock is evidently very soluble. The float is 
covered with jagged points and pinnacles which are so sharp and 
numerous that it is painful to handle a piece. A fresh fracture dis- 
closes numerous irregular cavities which may be filled with light- 
colored incoherent granular material. 

In many places the weathered surface of the lower bed is very 
rough, but it does not reach the degree of irregularity that is shown 
by the upper bed. The cavities in the lower bed are usually lined 
with bright-brown limonite. Both of the massive beds are fossil- 
iferous, but the thin beds between them are much more so. These 
thin beds also carry much chert. In many localities a very persistent 
cherty bed is found about 2 feet above the lower massive bed. 

Red Eagle limestone. — ^The Red Eagle limestone is so named be- 
cause of its excellent exposures near the Red Eagle School, south- 
west of Foraker. Its total thickness was not surely determined ; in 
some places it is at least 17 feet, but in others it is probably much less. 
The Red Eagle coni^ists of a number of distinct beds of limestone, 
between which are beds of shale in some localities. One of the most 
distinctive features of the top bed of the limestone in much of the 
quadrangle is the character of the fresh surface, which shows an 
abundance of tiny grains of crystalline calcite, giving the surface the 
appearance of having been covered with frost or light snow. The 
following section gives the details of the upper part of the limestone 
in the southwestern part of the quadrangle. At this locality there are 
no shale partings, but the limestone varies in character. The thick- 
ness of the several members is estimated. 

Section of Red Eagle limestone on tributary of Hay Creek, a quarter of a mile 
east of comer of sees. 1, 2* 11, and 12, T, 26 iV., R. 5 E, 

Ft. In. 

Limestone, gray, thin bedded, slabby, clayey 3 9 

Limestone, creamy buff on weathered surface, medium 
hard ; brealcs easily but is not glassy brittle ; fossilifer- 
ous ; lower part of bed has much limonite 1 

Limestone, thin bedded, blocky rather than slabby, Ught 
gray, brittle, hard, fossiliferous 4 

Limestone, dove-gray on fresh surface, massive, clean, 
hard, brittle, fossiliferous ; good bed to burn 1 6 

Limestone, dove-gray, pure; makes persistent bed but 
weathers back under overlying bed 8 

Limestone, thin bedded, rough, slabby, whitish gray on 
weathered surface, blue-gray on fresh surface; in part 
good limestone, in part rather clayey; fossiliferous 
(corals, product ids) 4 

Limestone, pigeon-blue on weathered surface, brownish 
gray on fresh surface, much liraonitized; does not 

. weather rough; fossiliferous; medium hard 2 

16 6 
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In tracing this limestone for the purpose of determining struc- 
tural conditions great care must be exercised, as it is easy to mistake 
the outcrop of one bed for that of another and so introduce an error. 
A mistake of small actual amount may be rehitively great in its 
effect because of the low dips prevalent in this region. 

ForaJcer limestone. — The Foraker limestone, which forms the rim 
of Ekler Canyon and is prominent along the lino of bhiffs in the 
eastern part of the quadrangle, is about 74 feet thick. Although the 
great part of this thickness is made up of limestone, much of the 
rock is so soft and thin bedded as to give no outcrop. Some soft 
shale is also present. The heavy limestone may be easily recognized 
by the large number of Fusulinas which it contains, the rock in places 
being fairly janmied with them. Another distinguishing mark is 
the great abundance of chert concretions which occr.r in this lime- 
stone. The fresh surface of the chert hr.s in peneral a light blue- 
gray color, and the concretions usually include fossils which show 
white against the bluish background. The most common fossil in 
the chert is FusuUna secalica Say, but there are also small brachio- 
pods and a few corals and crinoid stems. 

Sandstone. — A sandstone, to which no name has been given, oc- 
curs about 28 feet below the base of the Foraker limestone. It is a 
particularly good horizon marker, as it is some distance either above 
or below other sandstones with which it might possibly be confused. 
Its lithologic character also makes its identification simple. 

The average thickness of this bed is about 3 feet, though locally 
it is more, a thickness of 7 feet having been observed at one place. 
In some localities, however, this sandstone is probably absent — at 
least there is no trace of it on the surface. 

The color of the weathered surface is reddish gray. The fresh 
surface is lighter in color and thickly dotted with small coffee- 
brown spots which are probably manganiferous. The most dis- 
tinctive feature is the presence of muscovite. In many places this 
mineral is very prominent, and it can always be detected if the rock 
is examined carefully. The sand making up the body of the rock is 
extremely fine grained translucent quartz. Many of the grains are 
but slightly roimded, crystal faces with clean, sharp comers being 
present in abundance. This feature may be observed without the 
help of a lens, as the simlight is reflected from many tiny flashing 
points on a fresh surface of the rock. In places this sandstone is 
somewhat limy, hut in most of the localities where it was tested no 
calcium carbonate was present. 
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BOCKS NOT EXFOSEB. 
IMPORTANCE. 

In order to predict with any degree of probability as to the occur- 
rence of oil or gas at any particular locality, it is necessary to have 
a knowledge not only of the structure which may be detected by 
examination of the strata that crop out at the surface, but also of 
that shown by the strata that occur below the surface to any depth 
which may be reached by the drill. An anticline whose ^ape is 
favorable for the accumulation of oil and gas and which is sur- 
rounded by a plentiful gathering ground but which lacks the proper 
succession of strata to transport and retain the oil would be of as 
much value to the oil man as a dry creek bed would be to a man in 
search of water. Without the proper succession of pervious and 
impervious strata oil accumulation will seldom take place. On the 
other hand, a knowledge that such a succession of strata is probably 
present will make it desirable to explore many localities where, if 
such knowledge were lacking, the chance of finding oil would not 
be considered good enough to justify the expense of drilling. 

The deepest of the sands which probably underlie this field and 
which have been proved to contain oil at adjacent localities is that 
known as the Tucker or Meadows sand. Although it is possible that 
there are oil-bearing sands below this one, it has never been proved 
for north-central Oklahoma, and only the strata lying between the 
Tucker sand and the surface will be considered in this paper. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION. 

Knowledge of the strata which underlie any given locality may be 
obtained in two ways. The first is by actual observation of the 
strata where they rise to the surface at some distance from the locality 
concerning which information is desired. In comparatively few 
places do the strata maintain a horizontal position for any great dis- 
tance. More commonly they are tilted to a greater or less degree, 
and where this is the case it is only necessary to travel in a direction 
opposite to that toward which they are tilted to reach the outcrop 
of any persistent bed. This is particularly true of a region where 
the strata uniformly dip in one direction, as in northeastern Okla- 
homa. The difficulty encountered where the beds have been only 
slightly tilted is the great distance that must be traversed before a 
bed which lies at any considerable depth will be found at the surface. 
Even when the point of outcrop is attained, it may be found that the 
soil is so thick that nothing can be learned of the character of the 
rocks which lie below. In northeastern Oklahoma, where the average 
dip to the west is only about 30 feet to the mile, it would be necessary 
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in order to measure a section having a vertical extent of 3,000 feet, 
to determine the character and thickness of the beds outcropping over 
a distance of about 100 miles. It is therefore evidently impracticable 
if not impossible to obtain in this way accurate knowledge of the 
strata which lie below the surface. 

The second source of information is that furnished by the records 
of the strata passed through when wells are drilled. All such records 
are valuable and should be preserved. A good well record furnishes 
more accurate information concerning the succession of the strata 
below the surface than can be obtained in any other way, and by the 
study and comparison of such records it is possible for a geologist 
to determine the changes that occur in the thickness and character 
of the strata, and under some conditions to tell with precision what 
succession of beds will be encountered in regions which have not been 
explored by the drill but which are not far removed from those that 
have been. 

No wells have been drilled in the Foraker quadrangle, but several 
have been sunk at points not very far distant, and the logs of these 
wells, supplemented by surface data, permit tracing of the under- 
ground formations with small probability of error. 

GENERAL CHARACTER AND AGE. 

The strata between the surface and the Tucker sand are of Penn- 
sylvanian age, with the exception of the uppermost beds in the 
northwest comer of the quadrangle, which include some of the 
Permian rocks that crop out farther east. 

The upper thousand feet of the rocks below the surface are domi- 
nantly shale and, in slightly less total thickness, limestone. Lower 
down the limestones are of insignificant amount in comparison to the 
shale and sandstone. Most of the lower part of the section above 
the Tucker sand is occupied by shale, which may be blue, black, or 
brown, with scattered red bands. The nature of the formations en- 
countered in a well drilled a short distance west of the quadrangle 
is shown in the log; given on page 28. 
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Log of Mary Hess well No. i, in sec. h T. 28 A^, R, h E. 
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CORRELATIONS. 

The determinatioa of the rocks underlying the surface of the 
Foraker quadrangle was much simplified by the work o| the Okla- 
homa Greological Survey in identifying the Neva limestone, which 
crops out just west of the town of Gushing, and determining the 
relation of the Neva to the Pawhuska limestone, which crops out 
at Drumright, the Neva and Pawhuska limestones forming the top 
and base, respectively, of a measured stratigraphic section. This 
section shows that the top of the Pawhuska lies 552 feet below the 
base of the Neva limestone.^ As the relation of the oil sands to the 
Pawhuska limestone in the Gushing field is known, their relation 
to the Neva is also determined. The Neva limestone crops out exten- 
sively in the Foraker quadrangle. There are differences between the 
succession of strata lying below it here and that in the Gushing field, 
dependent on the persistency of the individual beds, both as regards 
thickness and character, but the changes may be recognized by a 
study of the logs of the wells in the territory between the two areas. 
The approximate horizons of the formations occurring at the 
jnouths of holes drilled near Ealston, Blackburn, Fairfax, Ponca 
City, and Newkirk are known, and thus starting points were avail- 
able for the comparison of each well record with others. In this 
way the formations occurring at Gushing were traced northward 
through Pawnee, Osage, and Kay counties, with small probability 
of error, and were recognized in wells that have been drilled only 
a few miles west of the Foraker quadrangle. From the proximity of 
these wells to the quadrangle it is inferred that the same succession 
of beds will be found here as in the localities where the wells were 
drilled. 

As a result of the work described above, it may be confidently 
stated that below the surface of the Foraker quadrangle there are 
sands at the horizons of the main producing sands of the Cleveland 
and Gushing fields. In addition to these sands, which lie more than 
2,000 feet below the surface, there are undoubtedly some of the 
higher sands which have been foimd to carry oil and gas in the 
western part of Kay Gounty. If oil and gas are not found in the 
Foraker quadrangle, it will not be for lack of strata which are 
suitable to contain them. 

The approximate distances between the top of the Foraker lime- 
stone and the sands corresponding to those of the Gleveland pool are 
as follows: Foraker limestone to Lay ton sand, 1,680 feet; to Gleveland 
sand, 1,940 feet ; to Wheeler sand, 2,420 feet ; to Bartlesville sand, 2,850 
feet. So far as could be determined there is no break between the 

^ Buttram, Frank, The Cashing oil and gas field, Okla. : Oklahoma Geol. Survey Bull. 
118, pp. 9-10, 1914. 
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Bartlesville and Tucker sands in this region. The relations of the 
bands found at Gushing to those found west of the Foraker quad- 
rangle and a little south of the Kansas line are shown in figure 4. 
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Figure 4. — Skeleton logs of wells in nortb-central Oklahoma^ showing correlation of sands. 

The conclusions reached agree very closely with the tentative 
correlations suggested by Wood ^ and by Ohem and Garrett.* 

^ Wood, R. H., Oil and gas development in north-central Oklahoma : U. S. Geol. Surrey 
Ball. 531, p. 32, 1911. 

* Ohem, B. W., and Garrett, B. E., The Ponca City oil and gas field : Oklahoma QeoL 
Borvey BuU. le, P. 29, 1912. 
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STRUCTURE. 

DEFINITION. 

The term " structure " as used in this report is limited to mean the 
form taken by the strata, whether level, warped, folded, or faulted. 
Geikie^ speaks of the structure as "the architecture of the earth's 
crust." It must, however, be differentiated from the sculpture of the 
earth's surface. The practical oil man is likely to limit the appli- 
tion of the term to those structural features which he considers favor- 
able for oil accumulation. When the*possibilities of oil accumulation 
in any region are being discussed, the question is commonly asked, 
Is there any structure? This usage is entirely too narrow and should 
be discouraged. 

METHOD OF DETEBMINING STBTJCTTTBE. 

In order to determine the structure of a region in which the folding 
is very slight, as in the Foraker quadrangle, it is necessary to obtain 
a great number of accurately located elevations on some one key rock- 
The points at which these elevations are taken must, if possible, be 
scattered over the whole area whose structure it is desired to ascer- 
tain. As no one bed crops out over so great an area, it is necessary 
to take observations on the outcrops of many different beds, from 
which the elevation of the key rock is computed by adding or sub- 
tracting, as the case may demand, the vertical distance between the 
bed on which an elevation is taken and the key rock. For example, if 
the Neva limestone is chosen as the key rock, and the Cottonwood 
limestone crops out at the surface, a careful determination of the ele- 
vation of the top of the Cottonwood will be made. It has been deter- 
mined by measurements made in localities where both Cottonwood 
and Neva limestones are exposed that the vertical distance from the 
top of the Neva down to the top of the Cottonwood is about 57 feet. 
If the elevation determined on the Cottonwood is, say, 1,100 feet, 57 
subtracted from 1,100 will give 1,043 feet, the elevation of the Neva 
at that point. 

In order to obtain the data for mapping the structure the first 
step is to study the rocks exposed and learn the distance between the 
prominent beds on which elevations may be taken and the character- 
istics of those beds, so that when an outcrop is encountered it wiU 
be possible to say which bed it is and just how far above or below 
the key rock it should be. The second step, which may often be com- 
bined with the first, is to determine the elevations at many points 
on the outcrops scattered over the area which it is desired to map, 
locating each determined point on a map and recording the bed upon 
which it was taken. The third step is to compute from these eleva- 
tions those of the key rock as outlined above, and by connecting 

^ Geikle, James, Structural and field geology, 3d ed., p. 104, 1012. 
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points of equal elevation on the key rock to draw the structure con- 
tours, which show, to those who understand reading contour maps, 
the form of the surface of the key rock as plainly as if all the earth 
and rock were stripped from above it, leaving it exposed to view. 
(See explanation of contours below.) Tlie structure in the deeply 
buried sands does not as a rule exactly parallel that shown in the 
beds at the surface, and hence there is always a possibility of error. 
When wells are drilled in this region, the well logs will furnish in- 
formation by means of which the structure may be ascertained much 
more exactly than is possible through work with surface outcrops 
alone, and the structure contours may be revised. It is hoped, there- 
fore, that when the full report for this quadrangle is prepared well 
logs will be available. 

METHOD OF BEPKESENTING STBUCTXmE. 

Structure may be shown graphically by structure contours, by 
cross sections, and by block diagrams or stereograms. 

Contov/rs. — A structure contour, like a surface contour, repre- 
sents a line all points along which are uniform in elevation. Thus 
any point on the key rock which lies on the line represented by the 
contour marked 1200 is at an elevation of 1,200 feet above sea level, 
and any point on the line represented by the contour marked 1250 
lies 1,250 feet above sea level. Every tenth contour is printed on the 
map in a heavy line as a matter of convenience in reading and trac- 
ing the lines. The contours are spaced at intervals of 5 feet — that is, 
for example, the contours between those marked 1200 and 1250 rep- 
resent lines at elevations of 1,205, 1,210, 1,216 feet, etc. By means 
of these lines it is possible to tell to what degree and in what direc- 
tion the beds dip. 

Cross sections, — Cross sections show the configuration of the strata 
along some one line, as if the earth had been slashed with a great 
knife and it were possible to see the side of the gash so made. 

Stereograms. — Stereograms are sketches of the surface of the key 
rock as reconstructed from the contours. The sketch is so shaded 
that the features of the surface appear to stand out in relief, just 
as if the surface were exposed and had been actually sketched from \ 
some point at a distance and slightly above it. The vertical scale j 
is much exaggerated in the stereogram, so that the relief is greatly ! 
emphasized. 

MAJOR STRUCTTJBK 

The Foraker quadrangle is situated on the west flank of a great 
regional uplift, the center of which is occupied by the Ozark 
Plateau. The west flank includes a great area in southwestern Mis- 
souri, southeastern Kansas, northeastern Oklahoma, and northwest- 
Digitized by vjOOQIc 




C 

K 
hJ 

< 

£ 

UJ 

o 



Digitized 



by Google 



/ 



Digitized 



by Google 



OIL AND GAS OF FORAKER QUADRANGLE, OKLA. 33 

em Arkansas in which the prevalent dip of the strata is to the west» 
In the Foraker quadrangle the general dip is almost due west at an 
average rate of 30 feet to the mile. However, the dip is far from 
uniform, being in comparatively few places exactly or even approxi- 
mately 30 feet to the mile. There are many steepenings where the 
slope may be as much as 80 feet to the mile, and a few where it is 
twice that. These are compensated by flattenings where the strata 
may be horizontal or even dip toward the east for a short distance. 
If all the earth and rock were removed from above some persistent 
stratum which at present lies wholly below the surface, the stratum 
would appear as a broad plain sloping gently westward. The uni- 
formity of this plain would be modified by low, rounded hills with 
broad, slightly arched tops; low ridges, most of them running in a 
general westerly direction and pitching to the west ; and wide, shal- 
low valleys with smoothly curving sides. At no place would there be 
such abrupt rises or steep-sided depressions as are visible on the 
present surface. The whole plain would be characterized by smooth- 
ness and very gradual changes in the direction and degree of slope. 
(See Pis. II and III.) 

MINOR STBrUCTUBE. 

The term minor structure is used to indicate subordinate folds 
whose forms differ noticeably from that of the major structure upon 
which they are situated. 

ANTICLINES. 
BEATE& CBEEK AKTIOLIVE. 

The Beaver Creek anticline, named from its position west of 
Beaver Creek, is by far the most pronounced fold in the Foraker 
quadrangle. It is in the noi-thwest corner of the quadrangle, and 
only a small part of the complete fold is shown on the map, as its 
northeasterly extension lies in Kansas and its southwesterly ex- 
tension in ,Kay Coimty, Okla. 

The part lying in the Foraker quadrangle trends southwest from 
a point about three-tenths of a mile west of the northeast corner 
of sec. 14, T. 29 N., R. 5 E., and passes into Kay County near the 
middle of sec. 22, T. 29 N., R. 5 E. The easterly dip, which per- 
sists for about half a mile, is at an average rate of 120 feet to the 
mile. The maximum vertical depression caused by this easterly 
dip is 60 feet, which is twice that of the Foraker anticline, the next 
largest fold shown on the map. The shape of the Beaver Creek 
anticline is undetermined, as the portions lying in Kay Coimty and 
in Kansas were not mapped. However, it was observed that the 
easterly dip is much steeper than the westerly dip, and that the 
length of the anticline is much greater than the breadth. On the 
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east flank of this fold there is a minor fold whose long axis extends 
about 1^ miles and trends about N. 70° E. 

The structure contours showing this anticline are based on ele- 
vations at different points on the outcrops of the Wreford and 
Grouse limestones. Exposures are so plentiful that no difficulty 
was experienced in getting sufficient data for accurate contouring. 

LOHE TREE DOXS. 

The Lone Tree dome, named from its situation just east of Lone 
Tree Creek, is a small upwarp about 1 mile long and half a mile 
wide at its widest point. The center of this dome lies about a 
quarter of a mile south and an eighth of a mile east of the north- 
west comer of sec. 28, T. 29 N., R. 6 E. Its outline is that of a 
triangle with rounded comers and the base toward the south. The 
long axis runs almost due north, and the short one almost due east. 
The fold is nearly synmietrical with respect to the long axis. The 
easterly dip is small in vertical extent, the maximum vertical 
descent of the beds being about 10 feet. The change from easterly 
dip to westerly dip in the region directly east of the fold is not per- 
ceptible, as the slopes of the beds in either direction are so slight 
that their approach to horizontality is difficult to detect. On the 
west the slope of the dome merges with that of the westward-dip- 
ping monocline, the rate of dip being about 40 feet to the mile. 

Elevations on the Cottonwood limestone were used in drawing the 
structure contours that depict this dome. 

ORAIHOLA AVTICLIVE. 

The Grainola anticline lies west of the town of Grainola. Its 
highest point as expressed on the surface is about a quarter of a 
mile east of the southwest corner of sec. 32, T. 29 N., E. 6 E. The 
arch of the fold is very low, the vertical extent of the easterly dip 
being about 12 feet. The easterly dip persists for about half a mile 
before it dies out and is replaced by the prevalent westerly dip. 

This fold is pear-shaped. Its longitudinal axis is about 1^ miles 
long, and its transverse axis about three-quarters of a mile long at 
the widest point. The long axis runs in a northeasterly direction; 
the short axis is perpendicular to it. The structure is continued on 
the west in an anticlinal fold that pitches westward at a rate of 40 
feet to the mile for the first half mile and at 80 feet to the mile for 
the next quarter of a mile. 

The elevations on which the contours are based are exclusively on 
the Cottonwood limestone, which crops out on the flanks of the fold. 
The crest of the fold is occupied by a valley containing no outcrops 
upon which elevations could be taken. 



Digitized 



by Google 



OIL AND GAS OF FORAKER QUADRANGLE, OKLA. 35 

BBOOKS AKTIOUNE. 

The Brooks anticline is a long, relatively narrow fold whose major 
axis runs southward from the middle of the southwest comer of^ 
sec. 17, T. 28 N., R. 6 E., to the middle of the SE. J sec. 32, T. 28 X., 
R. 6 E. It lies west of the Brooks School. Its length is a little over 8 
miles, and its maximum width less than three-quarters of a mile. 
The highest point is about in the center of sec. 20, T. 28 X., R. 6 E. 
The elevations on the west flank of this fold were taken on the Cotton- 
wood limestone; those on the east flank on the top of the Xeva lime- 
stone. The strata along the crest are hidden by a cloak of soil, and 
the correctness of the contouring is dependent on the accuracy of 
the assumption as to the distance between the Cottonwood and Neva 
limestones. The assumed distance of 55 feet was obtained by project- 
ing dips observed on the two beds and is subject to an error of not 
more than 10 feet. If the distance used is 10 feet too great, there 
would be a marked flattening of dips but no actual reversal, and the 
wrinkles on the west side would still be present. In other words, 
there would be on the west side a series of small folds with their long 
axes trending almost due east and having a pronounced flattening at 
their east ends. 

The east flank is mapped as being smooth and free from cross 
folds, but it is probable that the apparent smoothness is due more 
to the lack of rock outcrops on which observations could be taken 
than to actual absence of minor folds. 

BBOWN AVTIOUKE. 

The Brown anticline is a large, low upwarp, the highest point of 
which lies about a quarter of a mile south of the noi*theast corner 
of sec. 8, T. 27 N., R. 6 E., near the Brown School. It is really more 
of a terrace than an anticline, as the total easterly dip amounts to 
only about 12 feet. The flattening is very marked, however, and is 
prevalent over a large area. 

The axis of this anticline runs in a direction a little east of north 
and is a little over 2 miles long. East of the axis the strata dip east- 
ward at a rate of about 40 feet to the mile for a distance of three- 
tenths of a mile, beyond which the direction of dip is reversed and 
the beds rise to the east at a rate of more than 50 leet to the mile. 
For the first mile west of the axis the dip averages about 12 feet to 
the mile. Farther west the slope steepens, but so gradually that at 
no point can a pronounced change be seen. To the north the region 
of low dips includes a part of sec. 32, T. 27 X., R. 6 E., where it 
merges into the terrace structure of the Brooks anticline. The con- 
tours on the crest and east flank of this fold were determined from 
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elevations taken on the upper part of the Neva limestone, and those 
on the west flank from elevations on the Cottonwood limestone. If 
there is any inaccuracy in the use of these beds it is in placing them 
too far apart, and the possible error does not exceed 10 feet. If the 
elevations on the west side of the fold are 10 feet too great the real 
structure is much like that shown on the map, except that the dip to 
the west is steeper and the anticline therefore more pronounced. 

HSYA AVTIOLXVE. 

The Neva anticline is a short, blunt fold which shows dips in three 
directions only — ^to the north, west, and south. The axis of tliis 
fold trends westward from a point about an eighth of a mile east of 
the southwest corner of sec. 16, T. 27 N., R. 6 E., to the quarter comer 
between sees. 17 and 20, X. 27 N., R. 6 E. The top of the fold is broad 
and flat, the east end showing a dip to the west not exceeding 10 feet 
to the mile. The steepest dip is on the south side of the tip, where 
the beds plunge to the southwest at a rate of 100 feet to the mile. On 
the north side of the anticline the dip is about 70 feet to the mile. 
The greatest change in the amount of dip occurs in the NW. i NW. J 
sec. 17, T. 27 N., R. 6 E. 

The contours representing this fold are based entirely on elevations 
taken on the top bed of the Neva limestone. Exposures are scarce, 
and comparatively few elevations could be obtained ; therefore, while 
the general shape of the fold is as mapped, it is quite probable that 
there are minor irregularities which do not appear on the map. 

HAY OBEEK ANTI0LIVE8. 

The Hay Creek anticlines, named from their location near the 
mouth of Hay Creek, are three in number. The east-west distance 
from the highest point of one anticline to the highest point of the 
next is about a mile. The middle one is the farthest north ; the west- 
em one the farthest south. In point of size they are successively larger 
from east to west. The elevations on which the structure contours of 
these folds are based are mostly on the Neva limestone, but some of 
them are on a limestone which lies about 23 feet below the base of 
the Neva. Exposures are good and no trouble was experienced in 
getting abundant data. 

The highest point on the western anticline is about an eighth of 
a mile due south of the northeast corner of sec. 1, T. 26 N., R. 5 E., 
from which point the rocks dip gently in all directions. To the east, 
south, and west the dip is at the rate of 70 feet to the mile. To the 
north there is almost no dip for the first half mile, and then the 
strata dip north at about 50 feet to the mile. The dip on the east per- 
sists in that direction for about half a mile and then reverses, the beds 
rising gently toward the east. The flattened top of this dome is 
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less than half as wide as it is long. The long axis trends a little east 
of north throughout most of the length, but swings sharply northwest 
at the north end. The long sides bow in toward each other in the 
middle and the ends are rather blunt. 

The highest point of the middle Hay Creek anticline is about a 
quarter of a mile due south of the northwest corner of sec. 32, T. 27 
X., R. 6 E., from which point the axis trends a little east of north 
and west of south. The length of the axis is about IJ miles. The 
outline of this fold is something like the blade of a knife which lies 
wdth its point to the north, the length being about three times the 
width. The dip either east or west of the axis is at the rate of about 
60 feet to the mile. That on the east side has a total vertical amount 
of only 12 feet, however, the horizontal distance over which it extends 
being short. To the north and south the dips are very gentle and 
merge into the general westerly dip of the region without any per- 
ceptible change. 

The eastern Hay Creek anticline is the smallest of the three folds. 
Its highest point lies a little southwest of the quarter comer between 
sees. 32 and 33, T. 27 N., R. 6 E. In outline it is like the blade of 
a narrow, round-ended, round-shouldered trowel. The long axis of 
the anticline points a little east of north. It is a little less than 
a mile long, and its greatest width is about a quarter of a mile. The 
easterly dip is insignificant, amounting to a little over 5 feet at its 
point of greatest development. To the west, however, the beds dip 
steeply for this region, showing for about a quarter of a mile a grade 
of 100 feet to the mile. The change in dip at the upper end of this 
relatively steep slope is very pronounced, giving the structure more 
the form of a terrace than that of an anticline. 

WAMBLEY CBEEK ANTIOLINE. 

The Wamsley Creek anticline is a low, irregular fold south of 
Wamsley Creek. It is made up in reality of two distinct low folds 
or structural swells whose highest points appear at the surface in 
the middle of the SE. i sec. 25, T. 27 N., R. 6 E., and about one- 
tentb of a mile south of the comer of sees. 25, 26, 35, and 36. In 
.«:hape this fold is like a V having thick, uneven sides and pointing 
northwest. The highest points occur at about the middle of each 
side and are separated by a narrow, shallow depression. The long 
axis of the east side of the fold points about N. 40° W., and that 
of the west side about N. 30° W. The fold, considered as a whole, 
is about 2 miles long and 1 mile wide. The actual revet^al of dip 
is very slight, the maximum eastward descent being about 10 feet. 
The dip to the east is at the rate of about 40 feet to the mile, and 
that to the west has a maximum of about 80 feet to the mile. 
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The structure contours showing this fold are based on elevations 
taken on several beds of the Foraker limestone. Exposures were 
abundant and the beds could be accurately correlated, so there is 
small doubt about the exact form of this anticline. 

POTATO OBEEK AITTICLIHS. 

The name Potato Creek anticline has been given to a pronounced 
fold whose highest point is in the SW. i SW. i sec. 32, T. 27 N., 
R. 7 E., south of Potato Creek. This anticline is irregular in outline, 
forming an uneven oblong with ends and sides only approximately 
parallel. The major axis is about 1^ miles long and trends about 
N. 20° E. The greatest width of the anticline is near the north end 
and amounts to a little more than a mile. The top of the fold is 
almost flat and covers an area of about half a square mile. It pitches 
to the north at an average rate of 70 feet to the mile, and the beds dip 
to the west at the same rate. Toward the south the dip is not so 
pronounced, the maximum drop being about 40 feet to the mile. On 
the east there is a drop of 15 feet at a rate of 120 feet to the mile, 
followed by a sharp reversal, the easterly dip being met by a westerly 
dip of equal steepness. It is possible that a small fault separates 
the beds here, although there is no evidence of such a break except 
the abrupt reversal of dip. 

On the west flank of the anticline, about a mile southwest of the 
summit, there is a structural terrace. The dip to the west flattens 
to about 10 feet to the mile and then steepens abruptly to almost 150 
feet to the mile. The front of this terrace extends along the east 
line of sec. 1, T. 26 N., R. 6 E. 

VOBTH BIBD OBEEK ANTICLIKE. 

The North Bird Creek anticline is a long narrow fold whose axis 
extends southwestward from a point three-tenths of a mile south of 
the northwest corner of sec. 12, T. 27 N., R. 7 E., near North Bird 
Creek, to a point about one-tenth of a mile south of the quarter cor- 
ner between sees. 17 and 20, T. 27 N., R. 7 E. The dips on this fold 
are to the north, west, and south. On the east the fold merges into 
the general westward-dipping monocline without any perceptible 
change in the general dip. The greatest flattening shown on this 
fold is in the southwest corner of sec. 11, T. 27 N., R. 7 E., where 
the average dip is about 15 feet to the mile toward the southwest. 
The steepest dip is at the very tip of the fold, where the beds slope 
Tvestward at an average of 110 feet to the mile. At one place on the 
south side of the fold the dip is as steep as that shown on the tip, 
but only for less than one-fifth of a mile. 
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Most of the elevations on which the contours of this fold are based 
were taken on beds in the Foraker limestone, but some of them were 
taken on the sandstone which lies about 43 feet below the base of the 
Foraker. Outcrops were abundant and correlations could be easily 
and accurately made. 

rOBASEX AVnCLZHE. 

The Foraker anticline is a low up warp, the crest of which is just 
northwest of the southeast comer of sec. 21, T. 28 N., R. 7 E., north- 
east of Foraker. The outline of this low swell is much like the bot- 
tom of a tlatiron with a blunt rounded point and the back side of 
the flatiron slightly curved in toward the center. The major axis, 
which trends a little south of west, is about 2^ miles long. The 
greatest breadth of the anticline is about 1^ miles, at the east end. 

The dips to the north, west, and south are fairly uniform and 
about 75 feet to the mile. On the east flank of the fold the dip to 
the east averages 25 feet to the mile. The top of the anticline, about 
a quarter of a square mile in extent, is very flat, and dips in any 
direction are hard to detect. 

A good deal of difficulty was experienced in mapping this anti- 
dine, as continuous outcrops are rare, and the dip to the east was 
determined not by continuous tracing of a single bed but by corre- 
lating scattered outcrops. It could not be proved that much of 
the apparent easterly di]) is not due to a fault, but the fact that no 
faults or indications of faults were seen elsewhere in the quadrangle 
would make the existence of a fault here seem very improbable. It 
is, however, possible to say definitely that to the north the strata are 
not broken. Of the exact structure south of the crest of the fold 
very little could be ascertained, as there are practically no rock out- 
crops in that area. It was possible to determine the general dip, 
however, and although the structure on the south side is probably 
not so regular as the map indicates, it is unlikely that the mapping 
diverges greatly from the true structure. 

ELM OBEEX AKTXOLIKE. 

The Elm Creek anticline is a small upwarp lying on the head- 
waters of Elm Creek, in the W. i sec. 9, T. 27 N., R. 7 E. The axis 
of the fold is about IJ miles long and trends about N. 25° E. The 
anticline is really made up of two small domes which are separated 
by a slight saddle. These domes are small oval swellings of nearly 
equal size. Their major axes have a length of half a mile and their 
minor axes a length of a little more than a quarter of a mile. 

The dips on all sides of the fold are gentle. East of the principal 
axis the beds dip eastward for less than a quarter of a mile, to a 
point where the slope is reversed, and the highest point of^ny bed 
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in the anticline is less than 15 feet above the lowest point that the 
same bed may reach east of the anticline. West of the principal axis 
the beds slope away from it at a rate of about 35 feet to the mile for 
a quarter of a mile and at 100 feet to the mile for about a quarter 
of a mile more before the dip merges into the general westward dip 
of the region. 

The Red Eagle limestone crops out over the surface of this anti- 
cline, and the structure contours are basied on elevations on the top 
of this bed. 

AHTELOPE CREEX AHTIOLIirE. 

The Antelope Creek anticline lies in sees. 10 and 11, T. 27 N., R. 6 
E., just south of Antelope Creek. It is a transverse fold with a curv- 
ing axis trending about N. 75° W. The general outline of the com- 
pound structure is something like that of a two-pronged tooth with 
the prongs pointing west. 

The dips to the north, west, and south are at the rate of 60 feet to 
the mile. No dip to the east appears except in one small area on the 
very crest of the wrinkle. Here the beds are inclined to the east for 
a horizontal distance of about one-eighth of a mile, in which there is 
a depression of 10 feet. 

The structure contours for this fold were determined from eleva- 
tions on the Neva limestone, which crops out along the flanks of the 
fold. 

STNCLINES. 

• 

No detailed description is given of the synclines, as the purpose of 
this paper is primarily to point out those features which are of eco- 
nomic importance with relation to oil and gas, and a syncline is such 
a feature only where oil-bearing strata do not carry water. As such 
a condition has not been found to exist in any of the oil pools in the 
region surrounding the Foraker quadrangle, it is fair to assume that 
the sands underlying the surface in this quadrangle carry water. A 
mention of the positions of the axes of the larger synclines may be of 
some value, however, as the bottoms of these structural troughs are 
theoretically the most unfavorable places for accumulations of oil 
and gas, and they should accordingly be avoided in wildcatting 
operations. 

Synclines occur north and south of the Foraker anticline. The 
axis of the one to the north strikes about N. 75*^ E. and extends from 
the quarter comer between sees. 24 and 25, T. 28 N., R. 6 E., to a 
point about 500 feet south of the middle of sec. 16, T. 28 N., R. 7 E. 
The one on the south is a sharper fold but is not so long. The axis 
of this trough trends northeastward from a point a little northwest 
of the middle of sec. 88, T. 28 N., R. 7 E. About 1,000 feet south of 
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the middle of sec. 27, T. 28 N., R. 7 E., the axis divides, one branch 
continuing northeast for about a mile and the other trending a little 
south of east for about 1^ miles, to the place where the syncline dies 
out. 

Just south of the North Bird Creek anticline there is a small, well- 
defined syncline whose axis begins 1,000 feet west of the southeast 
comer of sec. 15, T. 27 N., R. 7 E., and trends northeastward to a point 
1.000 feet north of the southwest corner of sec. 12, T. 27 N., R. 7 E. 

A large, pronounced syncline lies south of the one just described, 
and its axis, which is slightly curved, extends from a point 3,000 
feet southwest of the northeast comer of sec. 29, T. 27 N., R. 7 E., 
lo the middle of sec. 24, T. 27 N., R. 7 E., where it passes out of the 
quadrangle. 

In the southwest corner of the quadrangle there is a well-defined 
syncline whose axis extends from a point 1,000 feet north of the south- 
east corner of sec. 26, T. 27 N., R. 5 E., to a point 2,300 feet south 
of the northwest corner of sec. 29, T. 27 N., R. 6 E., just northwest of 
the middle Hay Creek anticline. 

Just north of the Antelope Creek anticline there is a short syncline 
with a curved axis about a mile long extending from the southwest 
comer of sec. 3, T. 28 N., R. 6 E., to a point about 1,000 feet east of 
the southwest comer of sec. 12, T. 28 N., R. 6 E. 

East of the Beaver Creek anticline there is a syncline whose axis 
trends northeastward from the quarter comer between sees. 27 and 
34; T. 29 N., R. 5 E., to the middle of sec. 23, T. 29 N., R. 5 E. 

In the north-central part of the quadrangle there is a pronounced 
structural depression with an axis trending in a general south- 
easterly direction from the quarter corner between sees. 25 and 26, 
T. 29 N., R. 6 E., to the middle of the NW. i sec. 5, T. 28 N., R. 7 E. 

Besides the synclines described above there are many small ones 
whose influence on oil and gas accumulation is minor and in some 
cases probably negligible. 

ACCUMULATION OF OIL AND 04S. 

The various theories which attempt to give the reasons for the 
accumulation of hydrocarbons at certain selected i)oints in the rocka 
will not be discussed in this paper. The essential thing is a knowl- 
edge of certain definite rules which repeated observation has shown 
are followed by the oil and gas in their journey to the points where 
pools are found, and of the conditions under which such accumula- 
tions of oil and gas are known to occur. 

Gas, in its journey through the rocks, tends always to reach the 
highest possible point, regardless of the degree to which the rocks 
are saturated with water. Petroleum also persistently climbs the 
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slope of inclined water-containing strata, if they are pervious enough 
to permit its passage. If water is absent, however, the direction of 
movement is reversed and the oil will tend to travel down the dip 
of the containing beds. 

An oil pool must occupy a reservoir capable of containing the oil 
and so situated that the oil can not escape until the pool is tapped 
by the drill. Such reservoirs are usually formed by porous beds of 
rock confined beneath impervious beds. The porous bed is usually 
a sandstone, although it may be a limestone or even an igneous rock ; 
the impervious bed is commonly a shale. Although a shale is not 
absolutely impervious, and under some conditions petroleum will 
undoubtedly travel through it, a shale cap over a porous sandstone 
is sufficiently impassable to oil to make possible the largest accumu- 
lations of petroleum and natural gas that have been discovered up 
to the present time. 

Where the succession of strata is such that a suitable reservoir is 
provided, oil accumulations have been found to be in direct relation to 
three factors. These are the attitude of the strata, whether horizontal 
or tilted; the degree to which the strata are saturated with water; 
and the permeability of the strata, which depends on their porosity 
and on the size of the openings between their grains or particles. 
Any one of these three factors may be the dominating one, but the 
first named has appeared to be much the most influential. This may 
be due, in part at least, to the fact that comparatively little study 
has been given to the third, largely because of tlie difficulty in obtain- 
ing data that bear on it. Also, while the third factor is doubtless 
important, there is no means of telling anything about it in untested 
territory, so that even an absolutely clear understanding of its action 
would be of little assistance to the geologist in locating promising 
territory for prospecting. The same thing is true, to a less extent, 
as to the saturation of the strata with water. A single wildcat well 
goes far toward determining this factor. In the present state of 
knowledge, therefore, the attitude of the strata is the most practical 
and important indication available to the prospector. 

If the influence of the permeability of the strata which contain the 
oil is disregarded, there are four principal conditions which should 
be discussed, each taking into consideration the attitude of the beds 
and the degree to which they are saturated with water. 

1. Where the strata are approximately level and contain water 
oil and gas accumulations of commercial importance appear to be 
rare. The controlling factor of those which have been found ap- 
pears to be the porosity of the bed that contains the oil or gas, the 
pools selecting the most porous lenses or "streaks" and occupying 
them to the exclusion of other parts of the bed. Pools of this type 
are particularly likely to occur where there are great quantities of 
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oil in the rocks, and it is presumable that the oil in the pools is but 
a small fraction of that which is disseminated through the rock in 
quantities too small to repay drilling. It is likely that some of the 
oil fields of Washington and Nowata counties, Okla., belong to this 
type. The discovery of such accumulations is always the result of 
chance drilling, as surface features can give no indication of their 
presence. 

2. Where the strata are approximately level and " dry " oil might 
accumulate in " pay streaks " such as are described in the preceding 




FiQUBE 6. — *• Pay streaks " of oil In Icrel strata. 

paragraph and shown in figure 5. Some contend that even where 
drill boles are apparently dry the microscopic interstices between 
the grains of the rocks contain water which is prevented from escap- 
ing by the capillary attraction exerted by the minute openings that 
hold it. No known oil pools have been shown to have the conditions 
described, and the possibility of such accumulations may be disre- 
garded. 

3. Inclined strata containing water presient the conditions most 
commonly found in oil fields and accordingly by far the most impor- 
tant. These conditions are known to exist in the most productive 
districts of Oklahoma, such as the 
Gushing field,^ the Healdton 
field,2 and the Ponca City field.« 
The oil travels up the slope 
formed by the rising strata until 
some obstacle which it can not 
pass intervenes and stops it. This 
obstacle may be furnished by the 
pinching out of the bed. In that 
case a condition such as is shown in figure 6 will result, the pool 
forming at the highest point of the porous bed which it can reach. 
The limits of such a pool can not be even guessed from anything 
which appears at the surface of the ground, its discovery being 
dependent on chance drilling. 

1 But tram, Frank, The Gushing oil and gas field, Okla. : Oklahoma Geol. Survey Bull. 18, 
1912. 

» We^emann, C. H., and Heald, K. C, The Healdton oil field, Carter County, Okla. : 
U. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 621, pp. 18-30, 1916 (Bull. 621-B). 

« Ohern, D. W., and Garrett, R. E., The Ponca City oil and gas field : Oklahoma Geol. 
Survey Ball. 16, 1912. 




Figure 6. — Cross section Illustrating 
theoretical pinching out of oU-bearlng 
strata, a. Sandstone ; h, shale. 
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In most of the large fields, however, the obstacle to the up- 
ward movement of the oil and gas is produced by the flattening 

or actual reversal of 
direction of the dip 
of the oil - bearing 
beds. The flattening 
produces a terrace, as 
shown diagrammati- 
cally in figure 7. The 
reversal indicates an 
anticline, as shown in 
figure 8. Either one 
may cause an accumu- 
lation of oil. In the 
Gushing, Healdton, 
and Ponca City pools there is an actual reversal of dip of consid- 
erable amount. This is the condition which is generally held to be 
most favorable and upon which recommendations for drilling are 
most commonly based. There 




Figure 7. — Cross section llluHtrating theoretical accumula- 
tion of oil on terrace. 



m 




FicrEE 8. — Cross section lllustratlnj? theo- 
retical accumulation of oil In anticline, 
o. Sandstone; h, shale. 



are no recorded oil pools 
Oklahoma occurring in struc- 
tural terraces. That accumu- 
lations may occur in such a 
position, however, is altogether 
probable, as they are recognized 
in other parts of the United 
States. 

A third way in which the upward journey of oil and gas may 
be stopped is through the agency of faults. If there is a displace- 
ment of the strata which results in the porous bed being broken 

off and left abutting 
against an impervious 
bed, the migration of 
the oil and gas will 
be effectually stopped 
unless the fault leaves 
an open fissure along 
which escape is pos- 
sible. There are sev- 
eral considerable ac- 
cumulations of oil and 
gas which are believed 
to have been caused by 
faults. Some of those in southern Osage County are believed to be 
of this type.^ This condition is graphically shown in figure 9. 









toil pool 


if^^!^^ y 





FioURi: 0. — Cross section illustrating theoretical accumu- 
lation of oil due to faulting. 



^ Wood, R. H., personal communication. 
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4. Inclined and dry strata have never been certainly recognized 
in regions where oil has been found. This condition is believed to 
exist, however, and to be the cause of the accumulation of oil in the 
lowest paits of the containing porous rocks. The theoretical rela- 
tions of such an oil accumulation and the strata are shown in figure 10. 
The petroleum gathers in the porous bed, travels down the slope, 
and is collected in 
the bottoms of 
troughs or synclines 
formed by the fold- 
ing of the strata. 
In the few known 
oil pools found in 
this position the con- 
taining strata have 
yielded no water, a 
fact which appears 

4.^ u««« ^,,4- j.i»^ Figure 10. — Cross section Illustrating theoretical accumula> 

to bear out the tion of oil m syncime. 

theory. No pools 

of this type occur in Oklahoma, so far as is known to the writer. 




RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PROSPECTING. 

There is a distinct order of preference which should be considered 
in the exploration of the anticlines of the Foraker quadrangle. 
Should a fold which is favorably located and structurally suited to 
contain oil and gas be found to contain no such accumulation, the 
presence of pools in adjacent territory structurally less favorable 
would be much less probable. Prospecting should not be indiscrimi- 
nate but should first test thoroughly the localities where the struc- 
ture appears most favorable, and if one of these localities fails to 
yield oil and gas, prospecting should be at least temporarily moved 
to a point some distance away. 

However, no fold should be condenmed on the evidence offered by 
a single hole. The attitude of the strata is by no means the only 
factor governing the accumulation of oil and gas, and some one of 
the others may interfere so strongly that a fold which is otherwise 
pronouncedly favorable for such an accumulation will prove barren. 
One of the most potent of these other factors is believed by the 
writer to consist in the porosity and the nature and size of the open- 
ings in a bed which the oil and gas can occupy. For accumulations 
of gas the porosity is the more important. For accumulations of oil 
large interstices between grains are probably more essential than 
high porosity. These factors can vary greatly within a short dis- 
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tance, and that is one of the principal reasons for the above recom- 
mendation that at least two test holes should be drilled before an 
apparently favorable fold is abandoned. 

In the Foraker quadrangle the anticline which offers the best 
structural conditions for the accumulation in commercial amount 
of oil and gas is the Beaver Creek anticline, in the extreme northwest 
comer. The best point for prospecting is on the very crest of the 
fold, which is a little south of the center of sec. 15, T. 29 N., R. 5 E. 
A well drilled here should reach the horizon of the Bartlesville sand 
at a depth of about 3,240 feet. In case oil or gas in considerable 
quantities are not found in the initial test, a second should be drilled 
about half a mile south and a quarter of a mile west from the first. 
Failure to find oil or gas in the Beaver Creek anticline would have 
little bearing on the possibility of their accumulation in other folds 
in the Foraker quadrangle, as the Grainola anticline, which is the 
nearest one of any great promise, is about 4 miles from the Beaver 
Creek anticline and has ample gathering ground to supply hydro- 
carbons sufficient for any accumulation which it would be likely to 
hold. 

The fold which appears to be second in promise is the Foraker 
anticline. This anticline, though small compared to those in many 
of the Oklahoma oil fields, still offers all the structural conditions that 
are necessary for the formation of an oil pool of considerable pro- 
portions. Owing to the comparatively low dip on all sides of this 
fold a hole sunk on the top of the fold, which is shown on the surface, 
would strike the highest point of the continuation of this fold at 
reasonable depth. Although it is impossible to say that this fold has 
the same shape underground as it shows at the surface, the outlines 
should be roughly the same, and the best that can be done is to choose 
the point at which the surface indications are the most promising. 
It is recommended that the first test hole on this anticline be sunk 
600 feet west and 100 feet north from the southeast comer of sec. 21, 
T. 28 N., R. 7 E. It should reach a depth of at least 2,800 feet. If 
the first test fails to get oil or gas, a second should be drilled 
about 500 feet north of the quarter corner between sees. 21 and 28. 
The failure of these tests would tend to indicate the absence of ac- 
cumulations of oil and gas not only in the Foraker anticline, but also 
in the Elm Creek anticline. If the more pronounced fold does not 
contain an accumulation of oil, it is unlikely that such an accumula- 
tion has formed imder the less favorable structural conditions present 
in the smaller fold. 

Third in importance is the Potato Creek anticline. This fold, 
while less well developed than the Foraker anticline, still offers all 
the structural requisites for a large oil pool. The dips on the several 
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sides of this fold do not differ in degree enough to affect the accumu- 
lation of oil, and the best point for prospecting is the highest point 
of the fold as expressed on the surface. This point is roughly 500 
feet east and 200 feet north from the southwest corner of sec. 32, 
T. 27 N., E. 7 E. Should a hole at this point fail to show oil and 
gas in considerable quantity, a second one should be drilled about 
2,000 feet due south of the quarter corner between sees. 29 and 32. 
These tests should reach a depth of at least 2,800 feet, which should 
bring them to the horizon of the Bartlesville sand. A good showing 
of oil at that depth would justify drilling 100 or 200 feet deeper. ' In 
case the Potato Creek anticline is barren of petroleum or gas, pros- 
pecting the near-by Wamsley Creek anticline would not be advisable 
unless work to the west should disclose producing territory. 

The three localities mentioned above are structually the most 
favorable ones in the quadrangle. The order of importance of the 
other folds that have been described in detail is believed by the 
writer to be as follows: Western Hay Creek, Grainola, Lone Tree, 
Brown, North Bird Creek, Antelope Creek, Elm Creek, Wamsley 
Creek, middle Hay Creek, eastern Hay Creek, Brooks, and Neva. 
The best points for drillii\g are on the highest points of the folds, 
which are mentioned in the detailed descriptions. In deciding on 
the relative importance of these folds weight was given not only to 
their expression on the structure map, but also to the completeness 
of the data on which the structure contours are based. 

PROBABIUTT OF FINDING Oil. AND GAS IN THE 
FORAKEK QUADRANGLE. 

There can be little doubt that oil and gas will be found in the 
Foraker quadrangle. Producing fields, some of them of immense 
yield, have been opened to the north, east, south, and west of this 
area. Oil has been found in commercial quantity in Kay County, less 
than 2 miles from the west edge of the quadrangle, and also in Kansas 
about a mile from the north line. Various test wells near the quad- 
rangle have established the fact that there are in this region numer- 
ous sands which are excellently fitted to hold accumulations of oil 
and gas. The anticlinal structure, while less pronounced than that 
in most of the largest oil fields of Oklahoma, is quite as wxU de- 
veloped as that in many of the smaller fields, both in Oklahoma and 
elsewhere. In short, all the factors which conduce to large accumu- 
lations of petroleum are believed to be present here, and it is most 
probable that drilling will disclose pools in at least some of the 
favorable places described in the preceding pages. 

o 
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POSSIBILITIES OF OIL AND GAS IN NORTH-CENTRAL 

MONTANA. 



By Eugene Stebinger. 



INTRODUCTION. 

The search for oil and gas in Montana has become very active, 
and there is an insistent demand for information concerning the 
occurrence of these substances in the State. The extension into 
Montana of the Wyoming fields that are producing high-grade oils, 
the development of valuable gas fields in southern Alberta, the dis- 
covery of some oil within a few score miles of the northern boundary 
of Montana, and, finally, the recent drilling in of a large gas well 
at Havre, in Hill County, have led petroleum engineers and oil 
operators to give serious attention to " wildcatting " in this State. 
The thick bodies of Upper Cretaceous shale with which most of the 
oil and gas in both Wyoming and Alberta are associated are known 
to be continuous between these two localities under the plains 
portion of Montana, making it apparent that favorable structural 
features, in this area especially anticlines and domes similar to those 
that are productive in Wyoming and Alberta, offer a chance of suc- 
cess with the drill. 

The purpose of the report here presented is to summarize all the 
available data concerning the possible occurrence of oil and gas in 
a consideirable area in the north-central part of Montana, extending^ 
from the latitude of Great Falls northward to the international 
boundary. By no means all of this area has been searched for 
favorable structures, but the general character of the Cretaceous 
jformations present under most of the area is well known. Further- 
more, it is proposed to point out a number of anticlines and other 
upvirard-arching structures occurring in parts of Hill, Chouteau, 
Blaine, and Fergus counties which, according to experience at Havre, 
seem to be favorable for prospecting. 

The facts observed seem to warrant the statement that consider- 
able gas territory, on a scale comparable with the Alberta fields, may 

49 



Digitized 



by Google 



50 



CONTRIBUTIONS TO ECONOMIC GEOLOGY, 1916, PART II. 



be found and also that the area shows some probability of yielding 
oil. It can not be too strongly emphasized, however, that a rational 
search for oil and gas in the State should begin with operations in 
the areas where the rocks are most strongly arched. Only after these 
areas have been successfully prospected should the areas be tested 
which involve a much greater risk, namely, those in which the defor- 
mation of the beds is less pronounced or the bedrock is concealed by 
glacial drift. 

LOCATION AND SURFACE FEATURES. 

The part of north-central Montana herein described extends south- 
ward from the international boundary a distance of about 106 miles 
to the latitude of Great Falls and eastward a distance of 192 miles 
from R. 8 W. to R. 24 E. of the General Land Office surveys for 
Montana. (See fig. 11.) The area contains about 225000 square 




FiouBB 11. — Index map of Montana showing areas corered by Plates IV-VII. 

miles. The principal towns are Great B'alls, Fort Benton, and Havre. 
The area includes all of Blaine, Hill, Toole, and Chouteau counties 
and parts of Fergus, Cascade, Teton, and Phillips counties. Plate IV 
is a geologic sketch n^ap of the entire region. 

For the most part the region is a treeless plains country, slightly 
rolling and covered with glacial drift. Along the principal streams, 
Missouri and Milk rivers and their tributaries, there are extensive 
areas of badlands, affording excellent exposures of the Cretaceous 
formations present. The region is further diversified by four small 
mountain groups, the Sweetgrass Hills, Bearpaw Mountains, Little 
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Rocky Mountains, and Higfawood Mountains, which are from 20 to 
40 miles across and rise island-like 2,000 to 4,500 feet above the gen- 
eral level of the plains. They are partly forest covered and well 
watered, in contrast with the semiarid plains that surround them. 

BASIS OF THE REPORT AND MAPS. 

Only a small part of the region here described has been examined 
with a view to reporting specifically on its oil and gas possibilities. 
Many of the map data and other details presented are taken from 
work done during the last 10 years by members of the Geological 
Survey while studying the coal resources of the region. These sur- 
veys cover about a quarter of the area here described. In the exami- 
nations for coal the general features of the geology, especially near 
the coal outcrops, were carefully mapped, but naturally many details 
that are of prime importance in the search for oil and gas, particu- 
larly those pertaining to structure and to possible surface showings 
of oil and gas, were not recorded. Fisher* in 1906 examined the 
area extending from the vicinity of Great Falls northwestward to 
and beyond Teton River, Much of the information concerning the 
Kootenai formation in Montana is based on his observations. In 1908 
and 1909 Pepperberg * mapped the area along the Milk River valley 
from Harlem to a point a few miles west of Havre. Many of the 
data on Plate V, showing the geology in the vicinity of Havre, 
and on Plate VI, showing the tilted and folded rocks lying south 
of T. 35 N., were compiled from Pepperberg's maps and notes. In 
1912 Bowen* examined 10 townships lying southeast of Big Sandy 
between Missouri River and the Bearpaw Mountains and also a 
considerable area near the east end of the mountains in the vicinity 
of Cleveland. The data on the area lying north of Missouri River 
shown on Plate VII are taken from Bowen's reports. E. R. Lloyd 
in 1914 mapped all the area south of Missouri River shown on Plate 
VII extending eastward to R. 17 E. Lloyd's work has not been 
published and the descriptions of the area here given are taken from 
his original notes and maps. During the summer of 1915 the writer, 
assisted by Wendell P. Woodring and Julian D. Sears, examined the 
area in the vicinity of Winifred, in northern Fergus County, and 

1 Fisher, C. A^ Geology of the Great Falls coal fleld, Mont. : U. S. Geol. Survey Bull, 
line, 1909 ; Geology and water resources of the Great Falls region, Mont. : U. S. Geol. 
Survey Water-Supply Paper 221, 1909. 

* Pepperberg, L. J., The Milk River coal field, Mont. : IT. 8. Geol. Survey Bull. 381, pp. 
82-107, 1910; The southern extension of the Milk River coal field, Chouteau County, 
Mont. : U. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 471, pp. 369-S83, 1912. 

> Bowen. C. F., The Cleveland coal field, Blaine County, Mont ; The Big Sandy coal 
field, Chouteau County, Mont. : U. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 541, pp. 338-378, 1914. 
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then spent the remainder of the season mapping the northern portion 
of the Milk Eiver coal field, lying in the tiers of Tps. 35 to 37 N. 
Gas was discovered at Havre during this period, and a few days were 
spent in that vicinity. A description by the writer * of the geology 
of the northwestern part of the region here considered has already 
been published. 

GEOL.OGY. 

SEDIMENT ABY -BOCKS. 
GENERAL FEATURES. 

The sedimentary rocks in north-central Montana range in age 
from Cambrian to Recent. The formations, older than the Kootenai 
formation (Lower Cretaceous), however, are exposed only in the 
mountain uplifts and oflFer meager prospects of yielding either petro- 
leum or natural gas. These older rocks, of Jurassic or earlier age, are 
best exposed in the Little Rocky Mountains and the Sweetgrass Hills. 
They are mainly hard, compact limestones that are not known to be 
petroliferous at any point in the region. This character, together 
with the fact that in the plains areas they generally lie too deep to 
be readily reached with the drill, makes them of little interest to 
the oil and gas prospector. In southern Montana and Wyoming 
these older formations contain a larger proportion of shale, which 
in places attains a considerable thickness, and there they may be of 
some importance as a source of oil and gas. 

The extensive plains of northern Montana are underlain within 
reasonable drilling depth almost exclusively by Lower and Upper 
Cretaceous formations, and the sandstone beds associated with the 
thick bodies of shale in these rocks offer the best reservoirs for oil 
and gas in the region. Generalized sections showing the sequence 
and character of the formations, one for the eastern part and one 
for the western part of the region, are given below. These sections 
are also shown graphically on Plate IV. 

* Stebliifrer, Euii^ene, Ceologry and coal resonrces of northern Teton County, Mont. : U. S. 
Geol. Survey Bull. 621, pp. 117-156, 1016 (Bull. 621-K). 
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Formations es^poaed in the plains of north-central Montana east of the 112th 
meridian in the area described in this report. 



STslem. 


Series. 


Onmp and formation. 


Thickness 
(leet). 


Character. 




Beoent. 


Ailuviun. 




Silt, sand, and gravel atong flood 
pbdns of larger streams. 


Quaternary. 


Pleistocene. 


Olacial drift. 


0-aoo 


Bowlder clay, gravel, and lake silt 
and dav. Contains bowlders 
and cobbles of granite, gneiss, 
ouartKite, etc., transported from 


T«rtlary. 


Eocene. 


Fort Union forma- 
tion. 


«700+ 


Clay shale, sandstone, and coal 
beds. Present only in small 
areas. Poorly exposed. 


Tertiary (T). 


Eocene (T). 


Lance formatfon. 


70^-800 


Alternating gray day shale and 
sandstone with irregular coal 
beds. Present in relatively 
small areas only. 




Upper Creta- 
ceous. 


1 


Bearpaw shale. 


500-800 


Bark-gray day shale with a few 
limestone ooncrotfons. Contains 
many marine shells. Forms a 
subdued, rounded topography 
and gumbo sou. 




Judith River 
formatfon. 


450-650 


Light-gray day and clay shale with 
irregular beds of gray or brown 
sandstone, and coal beds. Con- 
shells besides fossil bones. 




Clagsett shale. 


350-500 


Like the Bearpaw in character of 
rocks and fossils, except for the 
occurrence of sandy beds near the 
top. 


CTBtaoeons. 


Eagle sandstone 
with VirgeUe 
sandstone 
member at 
base. 


2SO-400 


stone with coaly shale and thin 
coal. Lower pert white to buff 
thick-bedded massive sandstone, 
VirgeUe sandstone member. 
Omtaint gasinae Havre dittrict. 




Coforado shale. 


1,500-1,700 


Bluish-gray to black shale with a 
few lunestone concretions. Con- 
tains many marine shells. In- 
cludes three or four sandy beds 6 
to 70 feet thick in lower 800 feet. 
Probablf eontahu pas and oil m 

ture. 




Lower Creta- 
ceous. 


Kootenai formation. 


«XM»0 


Red clayey shale and irregular 
erav sandstone with a few thin 
beds of limestone. Contains 
coal near the base and fossfl plant 
remains of fresh-water origin. 
Probablf contains gas and oil in 
some loealiUes of favorabU stntc- 
ture. 
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Formations exposed in the plains of north-central Montana west of the 112th 
meridian in the area described in this report. 



System. 


Series. 


Group and 
formation. 


Thlolcness 
(feet). 


Character. 




Reoent. 


Alluvium. 




Silt, sand and gravel along flood 
plains of larger streams. 


Quaternary. 


Ptoistooene. 


Qlaolal drift. 


0-200 


Bowlder clay, gravel, and lake silt 
and dav. Contains bowlders 
and cobbles of granite, gneiss, 
ouarttlte, etc., transported from 




Upper Creta- 
ceous. 


1 


Bearpaw shale. 


45O-550 


Dark-gray clay shale with a few 
limestone concretions. Contains 
many marine shells. Forms a 
subdued, rounded topography. 




Two Medicine 
formation. 


1,900-2,100 


Gray to greenish-gray day and soft 
irregular sandstone, which is 
most abundant in the lower 250 
feet. In places thin beds of red 
day and nodular limestone. 
Contains an abundant reptilian 
fauna of Judith River types, be- 
sides leaves and shells. Contains 
coal beds near the base and at the 
top. 


Crataoeoiis. 


Virgelle sand- 
stone. 


200-290 


Gray to bnfl coarse-grained, much 
cross-bedded massive sandstone, 

tions in upper half. In lower 
half slabby gray sandstone, be- 
coming shaly toward the base. 




Colorado shale. 


1.600-1,750 


Bluish-gny to black shale with a 
few limestone concretions. Con- 
tains many marine shells. In- 
cludes three or four sandy beds 5 
to 70 feet thick in lower 800 feet. 
Probably amtaint gaa and oil in 
tome of the areat offawnbU ttrue- 
twe. 




Lower Creta- 
ceous. 


Kootenai formation. 


600-700 


Shale, red in upper part, but re- 
mainder grayish to black. Con- 
tains irregular sandy beds up 
to 100 feet thick. Fresh water. 
ProbaMv containt wu and oil in 

ture. 



As shown by the tables given above, the differences between the 
geologic sections of the eastern and western parts of the region occur 
in the Montana group in the interval between the Virgelle sand- 
stone and the Bearpaw shale. This is due to the fact that the marine 
invasion during which the Claggett shale was deposited in the east 
did not extend westward beyond the 112th meridian. An accoimt of 
these relations has already been published.^ 



^ Steblnger, Eugene, The Montana group of northwestern Montana 
Prof. Paper 90, pp. 61-88, 1916 (Prof. Paper 9<M}). 
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FORMATIONS IMPORTANT IN THE SEARCH FOR OIL AND GAS. 
KOOTXNAI FOBXATION. 

In this region all the strata so far examined lying between the 
marine Jurassic beds and the Colorado shale have been placed in the 
Kootenai formation. Farther south in Montana, however, on the 
flanks of the Little Belt Mountains and elsewhere, the variegated 
• shales of the Morrison formation have been recognized in the lower 
part of this interval. The Kootenai formation crops out over a con- 
siderable area in the vicinity of Great Falls, on the outer slopes of 
the Little Rocky Mountains, and on the east end of the Bearpaw 
Mountains. It has also been penetrated by the drill near Kevin, in 
Toole County, and in the Sweetgrass Hills district. In the Great 
Falls area, where the fossil plants characteristic of the formation 
in the type area in Canada are present, the entire formation can be 
referred to the Kootenai with considerable certainty. In other areas 
where outcrops of these rocks have been examined in the mountoin 
uplifts, although the typical fossil plants have not been found, the 
thickness and general sequence remain much the same. However, 
the distinctive red color of the shales present along the southern edge 
of the area mapped becomes less prominent toward the north and 
northeast. 

In the Great Falls district the formation is between 400 and 500 
feet thick and is made up of red sandy shale, clay, and gray sand- 
stone, together with a few* irregular limestone beds. The red color 
of the rocks is a prominent feature, the soils on its outcrop being 
strongly colored. The sandstones range in thickness from 10 to 60 
feet, are more or less massive in character, and occur chiefly in the 
lower half of the formation. They contain a large amount of water. 

Near Kevin, in Toole Coimty, as shown by the well log given on 
page 90, there are beneath the Colorado shale 635 feet of beds that 
probably belong to the Kootenai. The section there is essentially 
an alternation of sandstone and shale, but the only red material 
present is near the top of the formation. There are in this sequence 
five sandstone beds between 30 and 70 feet thick. 

In the Sweetgrass Hills district, as shown by the well log on 
page 89, there are at least 610 feet of strata containing near the top 
a prominent bed of red shale that should probably be assigned to 
Uie Kootenai. The sandstones at the base are reported to contain gas. 

The Kootenai formation is not known to be petroliferous at any 
point on the outcrop in the areas mapped, although gas is reported 
from the locality just mentioned. The prominent sandstones in 
the formation seem to offer excellent reservoirs for either oil or gas 
if these substances are present at any locality. 
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OOLOBADO SHALE. 

The formation overlying the Kootenai is the Colorado shale, a 
great body of bluish-gray to black shale containing in its lower half 
a number of sandstone beds. This formation, which ranges between 
1,500 and 1,750 feet in thickness in north-central Montana, is of 
marine origin — that is, it was laid down on a sea bottom and con- 
tains fossil sea shells in great variety. The rock materials deposited 
during this marine submergence are continuous northward into 
Canada and southward across Wyoming and beyond. The interval 
of time during which they were laid down is called the Colorado 
epoch, and the rocks themselves when divided into two or more 
formations constitute the Colorado gi-oup. 

The Colorado shale seems to be of first importance as a possible 
source of oil and gas in Montana. The only surface showings of oil 
so far found in north-central Montana are seeps from the lower part 
of this formation, and pay sands either in the formation or associated 
with it have been found in adjoining areas both to the north and to 
the south of the State. In northern Wyoming the greater part of 
the oil produced in the Salt Creek field and most of the fields in 
the Bighorn Basin comes from sands lying mainly in the lower half 
of this group of rocks. In the Province of Alberta the gas of the 
important field at Bow Island, east of Lethbridge, is derived from 
a sand reported to be the Dakota. It is probable, however, that 
this sand is actually in the lower part of the Colorado shale. Like- 
wise, as reported by Dowling,* the small quantity of high-grade 
oils obtained from several wells in two anticlines lying southeast 
of Calgary, in the same province, comes from sands at the same 
position with respect to this shale. 

The similarity of the Colorado shale in northern Wyoming and 
Montana is also emphasized by the presence in both States of a 
peculiar shale or shaly sandstone carrying abundant impressions of 
fish scales. In Wyoming this shale, known as the Mowry shale, is 
about 200 feet thick and occurs in the lower half of the Colorado 
group. The presence of this fish-scale bed in so many productive 
oil fields has often been referred to as suggesting that fish remains 
may have been the source of at least part if not all of the oil found 
in the associated sands. These peculiar beds are present in at least 
the east half of the north-central Montana region. In the vicinity 
of Lewistown, in the central part of Fergus County, a short distance 
south of the area mapped, a bed about 900 feet above the base of the 
Colorado shale contains an abundance of fish scales and has been 
considered^ as representative of the Mowry of Wyoming. About 

* Dowling, D. B., Correlation and f^cologlc structure of Alberta oil fields : Inst. Min. 
Eng. Bull. 102-A, pp. 1360-1384. 1915. 

« Calvert, W. R., Geology of the Lewistown coal field, Mont : U. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 
390, p. 30, 1909. 
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75 miles noiiheast of this locality, on the outer slopes of the Little 
Rocky Mountains, there are, according to Weed and Pirsson,* in a 
thick shale formation occupying the stratigraphic position of the 
Colorado shale, some "white porcelanous beds in which there are 
abundant impressions of fish scales. This rock weathers into a 
porcelain-like debris whose light color attracts attention wherever 
the rocks are exposed." This description is typical of the Mowry 
throughout large areas in Wyoming. On the east end of the Bear- 
paw Mountains Bowen * found fish scales in abundance in the Colo- 
rado shale, at approximately the same horizon. In the Great Falls 
area the Mowry was noted by Fisher" but is not conspicuous. It 
has not been found elsewhere in the western part of the region here 
described, although it may be present, the lower part of the forma- 
tion being poorly exposed and having been little studied. 

Sandstone beds, in some places as much as 80 feet or more in 
thickness, are present in the lower half of the Colorado shale in all 
parts of central Montana where the formation has been examined 
along the outcrop or has been pierced by the drill. These sand- 
stones, sealed in by great thicknesses of shale, seem to offer favorable 
receptacles for the accumulation and retention of oil and gas, and 
they may contain these substances in commercial quantities where 
inclination of the strata has permitted their concentration, forming 
the so-called pools of the oil industry. The sandstone beds in the 
Colorado shale noted in four widely separated localities in the region 
are shown graphically in figure 12. The first two of these sections 
were measured on outcrops of the formation and are taken from re- 
ports by Calvert* and Fisher.* The last two are made up from well 
logs, which are given in detail on pages 90 and 89. The general preva- 
lence of sandstone beds in the lower half of the Colorado shale is 
evident from this diagram. It is very probable that these sands are 
more or less lenticular, for the arrangement and thickness of the beds 
in adjoining areas are such as to make it unlikely that individual 
sands persist throughout the intervening distances. In general char- 
acter, thickness, and spacing or distribution in the shale these sandy 
beds are comparable with those in the Colorado group of the Big- 
horn Basin oil fields, in northern Wyoming.* 

* Weed, W. H., and Plrsson, L. V.» Geology of the Little Rocky Mountains : Jour. Geology, 
TDl. 4, p. 409, 189C. 

* Bowen, C. F., The Cleveland coal Held, Blaine County, Mont. : XT. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 
541, p. 343. 1914. 

* Fisher, C. A., Geology of the Great Falls coal field, Mont. : U. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 356, 
1909. 

* Calvertp W. B., op. cit, p. 30. 

5 Flaber, C. A., op. cit, pp. 30-37. 

* Lupton, C. T., Oil and gas near Basin, Big Horn County, Wyo. : U. S. Geol. Survey 
Bull. 621, pp. 108-178, 1916. 
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The only noteworthy surface showmg of oil so far reported from 
north-central Montana occurs, according to W. A. English/ of 
the United States Geological Survey, in one of the sandstones of 
the lower half of the Colorado shale on the north side of West Butte, 
^in the Sweetgrass Hills, a short distance south of the Canadian 
boundary. Here, in a spring on the Boscoe ranch near the line 
between sees. 11 and 12, T. 37 N., R. 1 E., there are slight showings 
of light-greenish oil which collects to the extent of about a teaspoon- 
ful in 24 hours. Mr. English also reports that extraction tests made 
on samples from the sandstone outcrops in the lower part of the 
Colorado on West Butte give a good show of oil. The petroliferous 
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nature of the lower part of the Colorado shale in this portion of 
Montana seems to be clearly demonstrated by this occurrence. 

The principal outcrops of the Colorado shale in northern Montana 
are shown on Plate IV. The largest one is in an extensive area occu- 
pying parts of five counties, extending from the vicinity of the Sweet- 
grass Hills southward to Great Falls. Over most of the interstream 
areas the shale is hidden under a cover of glacial drift, but along 
the streams it is generally well exposed. 

EAGLE SANDSTONE, nrOLTTDINa YIBaELLE SANDSTONE XEICBEE. 

Above the Colorado shale throughout north-central Montana there 
is a group of sandy beds from 250 to 400 feet thick, which constitute 
the Eagle sandstone. The lower part consists of a persistent 

^ Personal communication. 
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unit of cliff-making massive sandstone from 100 to 225 feet thick, 
named the Virgelle sandstone member because of its excellent ex- 
posures along Missouri River below the town of Virgelle, in Chouteau 
County. The Virgelle sandstone is by far the most persistent of the 
sandstone strata in northern Montana and should serve as an excel- 
lent key rock in all drilling operations in the areas under which it 
is present. Its principal outcrop in the region mapped outlines a 
broad, oval-shaped area and extends from Missouri Eiver in eastern 
Chouteau County northward and westward to the Sweetgrass Hills 
and then turns southward to a point beyond Sun River. (See PI. 
IV.) West of the Sweetgrass Hills it forms the prominent escarp- 
ment known as " the rim," which extends from these hills southward 
for about 40 miles. Along the Missouri below Virgelle it forms the 
features long known as the '^ stone walls," which extend for about 
30 miles along the river. 

The strong flow of gas encountered at Havre (see p. 73) comes 
from the Eagle sandstone. The gas produced at Medicine Hat, in 
Alberta, is also found at about the same horizon. The porous nature 
of the Eagle sandstones, together with their position immediately 
above the Colorado shale, makes it probable that gas and oil in 
notable quantities are present where the structural conditions are 
favorable. 

FORMATIONS LYING ABOVE PROBABLiB OIL AND OAS BEARING BEDS. 

Above the probable oil and gas bearing formations there is a con- 
siderable thickness of shale, clay, and sandstone, comprising a number 
of formations of Upper Cretaceous and Tertiary age. They occupy 
all of the area indicated by the absence of shading on the map 
(PI. IV), including nearly half of the region described in this report. 
East of the one hundred and twelfth meridian they include the 
Claggett shale, Judith River formation, Bearpaw shale. Lance for- 
mation, and Fort Union formation, and their total thickness is be- 
tween 2,700 and 3,350 feet. West of the one hundred and twelfth 
meridian they include the Two Medicine formation and the Bearpaw 
shale, and have a total thickness between 2,350 and 2,650 feet. 
The thickness and character of the individual formations are given 
in the tables on pages 53-^4. 

The thickness of these overlying formations is very important 
to any one contemplating drilling to the base of the Colorado shale. 
Drilling from a horizon above the base of the Bearpaw shale to the 
base of the Colorado will involve depths greater than 3,000 feet. 
Obviously the addition of a large part of the 2,000 feet or more of 
the Bearpaw, Lance, and Fort Union formations would make the 
base of the Colorado far too deep for " wildcatting." The full thick- 
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ness of the Beai'paw, not over 800 feet, might be added, but areas 
containing the Lanoe and Fort Union formations should be avoided. 
Fortunately, these formations occupy only relatively small areas in 
Blaine, Fergus, and eastern Chouteau counties. In Chouteau County 
the Fort Union rocks are present in a small area east of Big Sandy.^ 
The Lance, and probably the Fort Union, are present in northern 
Blaine County in all of the area lying northeast of the Cherry Patch 
Ridge escarpment. In Fergus County the Lance formation is present 
along Missouri River east of Dog Creek. 

GLACIAL DRIFT. 

Glacial drift* of Pleistocene age, consisting chiefly of gravels 
and bowlder clay containing pebbles and bowlders of all dimensions, 
including many of great size, is present over a large part of north- 
central Montana. It forms an effective cover, concealing the bedrock 
formations over large areas, and is of more than academic interest 
to one prospecting for oil and gas in this region. To its presence 
over so large a proportion of the area may be due the comparative 
scarcity of oil seeps or gas escapes coming from the underlying 
bedrock formations in north-central Montana, the compact bowlder 
clay readily concealing any indications that may have been present 
before it was laid down. The drift also makes it impossible to de- 
cipher the structure of the underlying formations over extensive 
areas lying between the principal streams. 

The drift ranges from a thin veneer to deposits several hundred 
feet thick and is usually thickest in the morainic areas, which have 
a rough " kettle and knob " topography. All this material was laid 
down by a continental ice sheet that overrode the region, coming 
from a center lying west of Hudson Bay. At least two separate in- 
vasions of the ice in this region are recorded. The only parts of the 
plains of north-central Montana that have not been glaciated are 
(1) the area along Missouri River south of the Bearpaw and Little 
Rocky mountains and east of R. 15 E., the ice sheet being held back 
from this area by the topographic barrier formed by these moun- 
tains; (2) the area lying west of R. 4 W. in the part of southern 
Teton County shown on Plate IV. 

RECOGNITION OF FORMATIONS IN THE COURSE OF DRILLING. 

The general similarity of the rock materials composing the Creta- 
ceous and Tertiary formations of north-central Montana tends to 

» Bowen, C. F., The Big Sandy coal field, Cboateau County, Mont. : U. S. Geol. Survey 
Bull. 541, pp. 364-36r>, 1914. 

s Calhoun, F. H. H., The Montana lobe of the Keewatln Ice sheet : U. S. Oeol. Survey 
Prof. Paper 50, 1906. 
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make uncertain the recognition of the various formations encountered 
in the course of drilling unless certain features are carefully ob- 
served. The rocks of the entire section are mainly shale, clay, and 
sandstone, repeated so many times in the succession of the beds that 
they are likely to be lumped together in large units of '' shale and 
shells" by the driller. 

The principal features on which the recognition of the various for- 
mations must depend are (1) differences in the color tone of the 
various bodies of gray or neutrally tinted rocks; (2) position of the 
beds of coal or black coaly shale; and (3) position of the thick beds 
of sandstone. The differences in the color of neutrally tinted shale 
and clay are the most important and consist of alternations in thick 
groups of strata of dark-gray, bluish-gray, or nearly black tones 
with those that are prevailingly light gray, ash gray, or nearly 
white. These differences are readily distinguished in the course of 
drilling as the material is poured from the bailer. 

In starting at the top of the Judith Eiver formation and going to 
the Kootenai, the drill will encounter the following succession in 
the color tones of the gray shale, clay, and sandstone: (1) Judith 
River formation, light; (2) Chiggett shale, dark; (3) Eagle sand- 
stone, light; (4) Colorado shale, dark until the easily recognized 
" red rock ' of the Kootenai is reached. Coals or black coaly shale 
w^ill generally be found near the top and near the base of the Judith 
Kiver and at the top of the Virgelle sandstone member of the Eagle. 
The sandstone beds are apt to be confusing because of the frequent 
recurrence of beds of various thicknesses, but the general presence 
of sandy strata over 100 feet thick in the Eagle sandstone should 
make this formation easily recognizable. 

€X)MPARI80N WITH CANADIAN CLASSIFICATION OF FORMATIONS IN 
SOUTHERN. ALBERTA AND SASKATCHEWAN. 

The general succession of formations present in northern Mon- 
tana extends into Canada, where the rocks have been known for 
many years to the Canadian geologists. The changes in th« Mon- 
tana group, including the disappearance of the Claggett shale toward 
the west, which first became apparent in studying the section in 
Montana, are also present and are in every way similar in southern 
Alberta, where they have been recognized by Dowling.^ 

The differences in the formation names used on either side of the 
Canadian boundary relate chiefly, so far as the probable oil and gas 
bearing formations are concerned, to the Colorado shale and Eagle 

^DowUiiK, V>. B., Correlation and geoloRlc atructure of Alberta oil fields: Am. Inst. 
Min. Eng. Bull. 102, pp. 1355-irjr>9, 11)15. Dowllnjf describes the stratli;raphy in Men- 
but does not refer to tbe literature previously published on the subject. 

42640**— 10 ^3 
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sandstone, which the Canadian classification divides into three 
units — ^the Dakota sandstone, Benton shale, and Niobrara sands.^ 
The "Niobrara sands" are identical with the rocks described as 
Eagle sandstone in this report. The fact that all fossil evidence is 
against using the name Niobrara in connection with this sandstone 
was long ago emphasized by Stanton.* Although in the early days 
the Dakota was supposed to be present in Montana, it is absent 
wherever the strata in which it should be present have been examined, 
and its existence in southern Alberta is believed to be equally uncer- 
tain. The sandstone at Bow Island and elsewhere referred to as 
Dakota by Clapp and others is very probably the sandstone in the 
lower part of the Colorado shale as described in this report and 
illustrated in figure 12. The fact that the logs of wells at Bow 
Island show dark shale beneath the pay sand called " Dakota" is very 
suggestive of this. Marine fossils found in the basal sandstones of 
the Colorado shale, described as "rusty beds" in the section from 
central Fergus County (see fig. 12), seem to prove the marine origin 
of all these sandstone beds. The use of the name Benton for shale 
overlying the supposed Dakota in northern Montana is also inadvis- 
able, for no evidence has been found, either paleontologic or litho- 
logic, to warrant recognition of the Benton and Niobrara subdivisions 
of the Colorado. The simple expedient of applying the term Colo- 
rado shale to all these strata in northern Montana has long been 
in use. 

lONEOUS BOCKS. 

Igneous rocks in large areas are present only in the mountain up- 
lifts of north-central Montana, where they occur in laccolithic 
masses. According to Weed and Pirsson* the igneous rocks of all 
these detached mountain groups belong to a single general type of 
highly differentiated alkaline rocks, usually high in silica. Dikes 
and sills of these rocks radiate from the mountains, some of them to 
considerable distances, and cut the Cretaceous beds of the plains. 
They are especially abundant in a belt from 15 to 20 miles wide be- 
tween the Highwood and Bearpaw mountains. These dikes and sills 
have had little effect on the inclosing strata, baking of the beds and 
displacement having occurred only to a minor extent. They may be 
of importance in relation to the occurrence of oil and gas, especially 
where they are abundant, but it is difficult to determine what effect 
they have had on any hydrocarbons that might be present. 

» Clapp, F. O., nnd others, Petroleum and natural pas resources of Canada, vol. 2, PP. 
26.^-272. fig. 27, 1915. 

' Rtnnton, T. W., and Hatcher, J. n.. Geology and pnloontolopy of the Judith River 
beds : U. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 257, p. 04, 1905. 

• Weed, W. H., and Plrsson, L. V., Geology of the Little Rocky Mountains : Jour. Geology, 
vol. 4, p. 426, 1896. 
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STBUCTUBE. 
IMPORTANCE OF STRUCTURB IN THE SEARCH FOR OIL AND GAS. 

The lay of the beds in sedimentary rocks is referred to as the 
structure. If a competent source of supply of oil and gas and a 
proper receptacle for their accumulation and retention — ^namely, 
*^ sands'' — are at hand, structure that permits the concentration of 
these hydrocarbons into relatively small areas from an originally 
disseminated condition then becomes of paramount importance in 
the search for oil and gas. In order to permit the concentration of 
these substances into commercial pools, it seems necessary that the 
strata shall have been flexed, tilted, and folded in some manner. It 
can be said without reservation that oil and gas do not generally 
accumulate in commercial quantities if the rock layers are perfectly 
flat. Experience has amply proved the statement of the late Edward 
Orton that in horizontal beds " you will get a little oil, a little gas, 
and a little salt water, but not much of anything." 

The structural forms that have proved the most productive are 
domes or anticlines, produced by upwarps or bulges in the strata. 
Others of less importance are terraces, monoclines, synclines, and 
strata bent by faulting. The essential factor is that the beds be tilted 
or bent, but the degree of tilting varies greatly. In many places it 
is so slight that it is imperceptible to casual inspection and can not 
be detected except by close instrumental work, as in the Kansas, 
Oklahoma, and Texas fields. Elsewhere the tilting may be strongly 
developed, as in the California and Wyoming fields, where its pres- 
ence can be ascertained at a glance by a trained observer. 

The presence or absence of water in the "sands" is a further 
qualifying factor in determining the location of pools. The fol- 
lowing statements with reference to the presence of water have been 
proved again and again in developed fields: If the pay sands are 
saturated with water, the gas and oil, being lighter, will be found 
above the water in the crests of domes or anticlines or on the flats 
or terraces of monoclines. If the sands are only partly saturated 
with water, the gas and oil will be found down on the flanks at the 
upper level of saturation. If the sands are dry, the oil and gas 
will have migrated downward to the troughs of the synclines or 
to a point where further shifting has been prevented. Finally, it is 
generally although not invariably true that if oil and gas are present 
in the same stratum, gas, being the lighter, will be found above the 
oil — ^that is, farther up on the flanks of the fold. 

It is very probable that in Montana large quantities of gas or oil 
wiH be found, if at all, only in strongly developed folds, with rela- 
tively high dips, such as those in Wyoming, rather than in folds 
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having very low dips, such as are characteristic of the Mid-Continent 
fields. This belief is based on the fact that most of the oil fields 
so far developed in the Cretaceous rocks of the region adjacent to the 
Rocky Mountains, from Colorado to Alberta, are on strongly de* 
veloped anticlines. There seem to be no conditions present in Mon- 
tana which will make that State an exception to the general rule 
for the Rocky Mountain and Great Plains fields. 

STRUCTURE OF NORTH-CENTRAL MONTANA. 
GENERAL ASPECT. 

Viewed as a whole the structure' of north-central Montana is that 
of a large area of nearly horizontal beds of sedimentary rock that 
have been intruded by igneous rocks and uplifted in four isolated 
mountain groups. A general idea of these relations can best be 
obtained from the section extending entirely across the region 
through the Bearpaw Mountains, given on Plate IV. On a drawing 
covering so wide an area the vertical scale is necessarily exaggerated, 
making the dips in the areas of nearly flat strata appear greater 
than they really are. Sections made in the same manner, but in 
different directions, through others of the mountain uplifts, show 
the same general setting of large areas of nearly horizontal strata 
intruded and uplifted in the mountains. In relatively small tracts 
in the areas of nearly horizontal rocks, especially in the region sur- 
rounding the Bearpaw Mountains, the beds are much tilted and 
bent. These upturned beds, however, are nowhere extensive enough 
to offset the prevailing horizontality of the rocks. 

8WEETO&A8S ARCH. 

The structure of the western half of the region described is char- 
acterized by a very broad anticline or arch that extends in a general 
northerly direction and is here called the Sweetgrass arch. This 
broad uplift brings the Colorado shale to the surface in an area about 
75 miles wide, surrounded on all sides but the south by outcrops of 
the Virgelle sandstone. (See PI. IV.) The arch extends southward 
from the Sweetgrass Hills to the region beyond Teton River, where 
it flattens out because of the presence of gentle northward dips 
induced by the uplift of the Belt Mountains, still farther south. On 
the north this broad uplift extends to and beyond Belly River in 
Alberta, but it pitches slightly, allowing the overlying rocks of the 
Montana group to arch over its crest. On the geologic maps of 
southern Alberta it appears as a broad belt of " Belly River beds," 
flanked on each side by the overlying marine shale. The Bow 
Island gas field of southern Alberta lies near the center of this broad 
arch. 
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The location of the axis or crest of a very broad fold of this kind 
is extremely difficult. In fact, it is not improbable that this arch has 
no well-defined crest but culminates in an area of slightly undulat- 
ing, nearly horizontal rocks along its middle part. (See section, PI. 
IV.) Most of the arch in northern Montana has not been examined 
geologically. The possibility of the occurrence of minor folds within 
the area of the broader arch must be considered, and if any such 
are present they are important in relation to the occurrence of oil 
and gas, offering the possibility of getting oil from the Colorado 
shale at comparatively shallow depths. The oil and gas develop- 
ments in this urea are noted under the local descriptions in this 
report. 

XEOION OT TILTED AKD TOLDED EOCES BTrEEOUirDnrO TEE BEA&PAW 

MOXTETAZES. 

In the plains surronnding the Bearpaw Mountaijis for 30 to 40 
miles on all sides there are many folds and faults in the nearly 
horizontal Cretaceous rocks that are irregular in their trend and 
distribution. The causes of this peculiar and irregular faulting are 
not well understood, but they are probably related to the extensive 
igneous intrusions in the Bearpaw Mountains. The faults are all of 
the thrust type, older formations having been carried upward be- 
side younger rocks that lie for the most part undisturbed. The 
largest of these faults average about 12 miles in length, but most 
of them can not be traced more than 4 to 6 miles. The cross section 
of the Meili fault (PL V) illustrates the general type of these 
faults, although in many of them only the beds on one side of the 
break are tilted, those on the opposite side remaining undisturbed 
practically up to the fault plane. The trends of the faults cover 
all points of the compass, although in small areas a single direction 
may be dominant — for instance, south of the Bearpaw Mountains 
many of the faults trend about N. 55*^ W., while north of these 
mountains the two principal trends are approximately N. 40° E. and 
N. 70^ W. 

These faults have produced in the strata upward arches, which, 
if the impervious shales overlying the sands have not been broken 
by the faults, should be as effective reservoirs as anticlines for the 
storage of gas or oil, or if the impervious cap has been broken the 
movement along the fault plane has tended to seal the pores in the 
sand and thus retain any oil or gas that may have accumulated there. 
The discovery of gas at Havre seems to prove that these faults have 
not unsealed the underlying sands and suggests that conditions 
favorable at least for gas and probably for oil are present through- 
out the wide extent of territory occupied by these faulted structures. 
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On Plates VI and VII are represented 32 of these faults, including 
all the principal ones mapped in the areas north and south of the 
Bearpaw Mountains. Detailed accounts of these areas are given 
under the local descriptions. 

DIBTTntBED BELT ADJACENT TO THE FEOVT EAKQE OF THE &OCKT XOXrVTADrS. 

A small area in the vicinity of the North and South Forks of Sun 
River, in the southwest corner of the region here described, forms 
a part of an extensive belt of strongly folded and faulted Cretaceous 
and Tertiary rocks lying adjacent to the front range of the Rocky 
Mountains. This disturbed belt extends northward into Alberta, to 
Calgary and beyond. The discovery of gas and oil in faulted anti- 
clines in this disturbed belt in the vicinity of Calgary has led to 
considerable excitement in the last few years. Little is known of the 
details of the part of the disturbed belt lying in the area described in 
this report, but it is not improbable that anticlines are present there. 
If so, they are very likely to be much faulted and trend northwest. 
Where they are underlain by the Colorado shale and Kootenai for- 
mation at reasonable depths they offer a probability of obtaining 
oil and gas with the drill. 

liOCAIi FEATURES. 

ABEA OF TILTED AND EATTLTED BOCKS NOBTH OF THE BEABFAW 

MOUNTAINS. 

HAVRE GAS FIELD. 

nrTsoDxroTioir. 

The first recorded discovery of gas in the vicinity of Havre was 
made at Fort Assinniboine by the Quartermaster's Department, 
United States Army, between June, 1892, and November, 1893, while . 
making a deep boring in the hope of getting artesian water. This 
well was drilled to a depth of 1,500 feet and obtained a small flow 
of gas, although no water was encountered below the gravel and 
sand of the glacial drift. Nothing further was developed until 
the Havre Natural Gas Co., composed of prominent citizens of Havre, 
finally obtained a large flow of gas under high pressure 2 miles 
northeast of the town in July, 1915. The company had previously 
drilled two wells in Havre, one at the race track and the other at 
the brewery, at opposite ends of the town. A small flow of gas was 
obtained" in each of these wells, and with commendable persistence 
the company made a new location, which resulted in the important 
find just noted. All these locations were made at random, without 
regard to surface showings of gas or of geologic structure, the guid- 
ing principle of those interested being simply the firm conviction 
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that the gas fields of southern Alberta extended southeastward into 
Montana. 

Acknowledgments are due to Brig. Gen. J. F. Morrison, United 
States Army, for the well record and information concerning the 
drilling at Fort Assinniboine, made while he was in command of 
the post. The writer is also indebted to Dr. J. A. Wright, president 
of the Havre Natural Gas Co., and to other members of that com- 
pany for information concerning their operations and for the gas 
analysis on page 74. 

OEOLOOIO POBXATIONS EXPOSED DT THE YIOIVITY OF HAYBE. 

Three of the six Cretaceous formations present in north-central 
Montana crop out along the Milk River valley in the vicinity of 
Havre. These are the Claggett shale, the Judith Eiver formation, 
and the Bearpaw shale. (See table, p. 53.) Because of the thick 
cover of glacial drift over all the level areas in the region, the expo- 
sures of these rocks are limited to the steeper slopes along the 
stream valleys and coulees. There they are well exposed in freshly 
eroded badlands, in which the identity of the various units is readily 
determinable. 

The Claggett shale, the oldest formation in this vicinity, is exposed 
only in the faulted areas lying west of Havre. It consists of soft 
dark-gray clay shale, about 285 feet thick, characterized through- 
out by an abundance of the glassy crystals of selenite, a variety of 
gypsum. The thickness given was obtained in sec. 8, T. 34 N., R. 
13 E., where the only complete section of the formation so far found 
in the Milk Eiver valley is exposed. The shale weathers to a dark 
gumbo soil that becomes very tenacious when wet. Its most extensive 
outcrop in the Havre district is in the lower part of Meili Coulee, 
about 5 miles northwest of Havre, where it is well exposed north of 
the fault in that vicinity. (See map, PI. V.) 

The Judith River formation is the most extensively exposed for- 
mation in the region and crops out in the badlands that extend for 
many miles along the Milk River valley. It is composed of light- 
colored clay, clay shale, and sandstone containing lenticular coal 
beds near the top and a few thin seams at the base. Soft clay beds 
make up the bulk of the formation, and the rapidity of erosion in 
these soft strata has produced the extensive badlands. The sand- 
stones are cross-bedded and ripple marked, but in no place are they 
persistent enough over considerable areas to serve as key rocks. Fos- 
sil shells of fresh and brackish water types are present at many 
horizons. The coal has burned along the outcrop, baking and fusing 
the overlying beds into prominent brick-red scoria or clinker, a com- 
mon feature in the badlands of Montana, where coal or lignite beds 
are present. These "burnt-rock streaks" are clearly due to this 
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cause, being present only at the coal horizons, and should not be 
attributed to the burning of oil-bearing shale, as has been maintained 
by persons interested in the oil prospects of the region. 

The best exposures of the Judith River formation in the vicinity 
of Havre are on the north side of Milk River, where all the coulees 
leading to the river valley show continuous outcrops of these rocks. 
The total thickness of the formation in the vicinity of Havre is about 
480 feet, according to a measurement made by V. H. Bamett in 
1908 across the upturned edges of the formation, the Claggett shale 
appearing below and Bearpaw shale above, as exposed 3 miles west 
of Havre, near the mouth of Beaver Creek on the south side of the 
railway. This is the only exposure known in the Milk River valley, 
where a complete section of the Judith River beds apparently not dis- 
turbed by faulting can be measured. 

The Bearpaw shale conformably overlies the Judith River forma- 
tion. It is a dark gumbo- forming shale, very similar to the Clag- 
gett, and is the youngest purely marine formation in northern Mon- 
tana. It is not distinguishable either by its fossils or by the char- 
acter of its rocks from the Claggett unless a complete stratigraphic 
section is present and its position above the Judith River can be 
definitely determined. In the vicinity of Havre it is exposed only 
on the south side of Milk River, where it appears in numerous iso- 
lated areas, in most of them associated with faults. All these 
areas are shown on the map (PL V). Not more than 350 feet of 
this shale is present in the area mapped, although the total thickness 
of the formation is much greater. 

Glacial drift covers a large part of the area in the vicinity of 
Havre, completely obscuring the structure of the underlying Cre- 
taceous formations and therefore greatly increasing the difficulty 
of prospecting the area for gas and oil. The gravel and bowlder 
clay of this cover of drift are irregular in thickness but in places 
probably measure over 100 feet. They form the surface of all the 
areas shown without shading on Plate V. The areas along Milk 
River and its principal tributaries mapped as occupied by alluvium 
contain recent stream deposits of sand and silt and a little gravel. 

EAGLE SAKDSTOKE AKD COLOBADO SHALE. 

The Eagle sandstone and Colorado shale are not exposed in the 
vicinity of Havre, but they underlie most of the area within reason- 
able drilling depths and seem to offer the best possibilities for obtain- 
ing gas and oil. The large flow of gas obtained by the Havre Natural 
Gas Co. comes from the Eagle sandstone and proves that important 
quantities of gas are present in that formation. It is noteworthy 
that the gas at Medicine Hat, about 115 miles northwest of Havre, 
is produced from sands at the same geologic horizon. 
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The exposures of the Eagle sandstone nearest to the Havre area 
lie about 25 miles to the northwest, on Milk River, in T. 34 N., R. 
13 E. Here, in the W. i sec. 8, the sandstone is brought to the sur- 
face in a prominently faulted area, shown on Plate VI. A section 
across the upturned strata, which strike N. 34® E. and dip 31® SE., 
is as follows : 

Section of Eagle Bandstone in W, i sec. 8, T. S4 N,, R, 13 E. 

Claggett shale. 

Eagle sandstone : F^t- 

Sandstone, buff, indurated, with a (V-inch pebble bed near 
the middle 23 

Shale, carbonaceous, brown to black 15 

Clay shale, gray, with thin bands of buff sandstone 220 

Sandstone, very massive, almost white 30 

Sandstone, very massive, light gray, cross-beilded 100 

Bottom not exposed. 

... 388 

An inspection of the abeve section shows that the formation is 
composed essentially of two sandstone members, with a thick shale 
member between them. The sequence and character of the beds are 
identical with those of the same formation in the Missouri River 
section. The thickness, however, is somewhat greater. The 130 feet 
of massive sandstone at the base of the section corresponds to the 
Virgelle sandstone member of the Eagle and apparently differs little 
from that member in the type section on Missouri River, the 30- foot 
white sandstone being especially like the white sandstone forming 
"the stone walls" on the Missouri. 

The details of the Cplorado shale are not known in the vicinity of 
Havre. The formation has not been drilled through so far as known, 
but its main features are not likely to be very different from those it 
exhibits generally in north-central Montana, as described on pages 
56-58. The presence of sandstones in the lower half of the Colorado 
shale, shown in the section on Plate V, is entirely inferential, being 
assumed from the general prevalence of sandstones in the Colorado 
in all parts of north-central Montana. 

STSXrCTUKE. 

Main features. — ^The dominant structural feature in the vicinity 
of Havre is a belt of deformation in which the rocks are folded and 
faulted, extending about 15 miles in a northwesterly direction across 
the district. This belt is one of many of similar character and pro- 
portions on all sides of the Bearpaw Mountains. The deformation 
at its southeast end, on Boxelder Creek, seems to have produced two 
parallel gentle anticlines, here referred to as the Boxelder anticlines. 
Farther northwest the movement in the rocks appears to have been 
taken up by several parallel faults that have approximately the same 
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trend as the anticlines. The most extensive of these is the Meili 
fault. (See sections on PL V.) 

Boxelder a^iticlinea. — ^The extensive exposures of the Judith River 
formation along Boxelder Creek and the adjoining coulees show 
two parallel anticlines extending across sees. 8, 9, 16, and 17, T. 32 N., 
R. 17 E. The outcrops affording the best exposures of the north anti- 
cline appear in the coulee that runs nortliward near the center of 
sec. 9. On the north side of the anticline dips of 4° NE. are apparent, 
on the south side the dips are at a maximum of 5° SW. These dips 
outline a rather narrow-crested fold, trending in a northwesterly 
direction. The dips outlining the south anticline appear on the east 
slopes of Boxelder Creek in sees. 8 and 17. In the SW. i sec. 8 there 
is an average dip of 4^ NE. in the Judith River beds on the northeast 
flank of the anticline. On the opposite flank the average dip is 
about 10°, as is shown in exposures in the SE. \ sec. 17. The 
Bearpaw shale is shown in two isolated outcrops surrounded by 
glacial drift in the S. ^ sec. 17 and seems to come in normally above 
the Judith River formation. Southwest of these outcrops there are 
probably some faults parallel with the general trend of the anti- 
clines, for the next rocks exposed to the southwest are the Juclitli 
River beds, in such an attitude that the presence of a sharp synclinal 
fold with an axis lying near the outcrops of the Bearpaw shale does 
not seem probable. The axes of the two Boxelder anticlines are 
closely parallel. Their limits on the northwest and southeast are 
not determinable because of the cover of glacial drift, but they are 
doubtless parallel to the general trend of the Meili fault, and their 
extension toward the immediate vicinity of Havre, where the large 
quantity of gas has been found, is very probable. 

McUi fault, — ^The Meili fault is the principal one of a group of 
parallel faults trending approximately X. 70° W., northwest of 
Havre. It can be traced continuously, except for several short cov- 
ered -stretches, for 2 miles, beginning at the edge of the alluvium in 
the NE. i sec. 34, T. 33 N., R. 15 E., and extending to the west line 
of sec. 28 of the same township. To the southeast, under the cover 
of the extensive tract of alluvium along Milk River, it may extend 
a considerable distance parallel with the minor faults that are 
exposed on the adjacent sides of the Milk River valley. That this 
fault may extend as far southeast as the center of sec. 5, T. 32 N., 
R. 16 E., a point about half a mile north of Havre, is suggested by 
the small exposure of the Claggett shale lying in normal relations 
beneath the Judith River strata in the NW. J sec. 5. This exposure 
of the Claggett is probably part of a larger tract uptilted by fault- 
ing, but now concealed by alluvium, and is comparable with the area 
of the Claggett shale on the north side of the fault in Meili Coulee- 
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On the north side of the Meili fault at the place where it crosses 
Meili Coulee near the south line of sec. 28, T. 33 N., E. 15 E., there 
is a large area of the Claggett shale faulted in part against the 
Judith River beds and in part against the Bearpaw shale. The 
maximum stratigraphic displacement along this fault is about 800 
feet. The dips in the area of the Claggett shale along Meili Coulee 
are all northeastward. They average about 5° near the fault, but 
farther north, near the middle of sec. 28, they become steeper, an 
observed dip of 16° being noted, and still farther north, about IJ 
miles from the fault, the dip has flattened to 1°. The structure thus 
shown is in effect that of a broad anticline which has been cut on 
the south by the Meili fault. (See section A-A', PI. V.) South of 
the Meili fault, at the same locality, the dips are also to the north, 
averaging as high as 40°, but a short distance to the southwest they 
reverse, making a sharp anticline, beyond which the beds assume 
a horizontal position. 

West of sec. 28 the Meili fault may be continuous, though it 
changes slightly in trend, to a direction more nearly west, with the 
fault that crosses the coulee near the center of sec. 29, which also 
brings the Claggett shale into contact with the Judith River forma- 
tion. A quarter of a mile north of the latter fault is a closely folded 
anticline that follows the trend of the Meili fault and extends north- 
westward as far as Supenau Coulee, a distance of over 3 miles. This 
fold is much covered by glacial drift between the coulees, but the 
close alignment of all the exposed parts makes their unity very 
probable. The dips on either flank of this anticline are steep but 
irregular, ranging from 18° to 75° on the north side of the fold and 
from 13° to 38° on the south side. 

Minor faults near Havre. — Two faults paralleling the Meili fault 
and extending through sees. 35 and 36, T. 33 N., R. 15 E. (see PL 
V), have a much smaller throw than the Meili fault and do not at 
any point bring the Claggett shale to the surface. As in the Meili 
fault, the dips on the north side of these breaks are northward, 
away from the faults, and the degree of tilting is similar to that 
along Meili Coulee. 

West of Havre, just south of the railway, faulted beds are exposed 
across sees. 1 and 6 in steeply tilted blocks which are visible from 
the west end of the town. ' The formations involved include the 
Claggett, Judith River, and Bearpaw. The trend of the faults and 
the strike of the beds in this disturbed area are all apparently 
parallel to the trend of the Meili fault. The beds north of the 
northern fault dip between 30° and 45° S. The tilted block north 
of this fault, if the strike continues, extends beneath Havre under 
the area covered by alluvium. This fact makes it probable that the 
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gas well near the brewery at the west end of the town is located in 
tilted beds, and there is also some likelihood that the well at the 
east end of tire town is in the same tilted block. South of the fault 
just mentioned the beds tilt northward, so that the str\icture here 
is in effect that of a syncline, broken along its axis by a fault. 

GA8 DEVELOPXEHTS. 

The gas in the well at Fort Assinniboine was encountered at a 
depth of about 1,200 feet.^ The pressure was not great. The gas 
burned freely when lighted, but the flow lasted only a few days. 
It is probable that the bed yielding this gas was in the Eagle sand- 
stone. The rocks penetrated in this well are shown in the following 
log: 

Log of well drilled by tJie Quartermaster* 8 Department, United States Army, at 
Fort AssinniboinCy Mont., between June, J 89 2, and November, 189S. 

[Altitude of surface, about 2,660 feet.] 



Probable formation. 


Driller's deecrlptlon of the rock. 


Thick- 
ness. 


Depth. 


Olnnial drift 


Clav rravel and sand r , . ,-,,. 


Fed. 
65 


Feet, 
65 








Bearpaw shale. 


Soft gray slate rock 


375 


440 








Black shale with small nortion of coal mixed 


30 
108 
312 


470 


Judith River formation. 


Gray fire clay, slate, and soapstone mixed 


578 




Shale, white and black clay mixed 


890 








Cla^ett shale and Eagle sand- 
stone 


Slate Soapstone, and chalk mixed 


170 
440 


1,060 


^m.iv4tnnA vArvWift. Ttnrniiji Anrl full of Seams 


1,500 









The bedrock formations over a large area in the vicinity of the 
well are concealed by glacial drift, and therefore there is some un- 
certainty as to the formations pierced by the drill. The 375 feet of 
" soft gray slate rock " lying immediately below the gravel and sand 
of the glacial drift is very likely the Bearpaw shale. This is made 
fairly certain by the presence of the 30-foot member described as 
" black shale, with small portion of coal mixed," which, overlying a 
considerable thiclmess of gray rocks, is very likely the coal zone at 
the top of the Judith River formation. With these two formations 
determined the remainder of the log would follow in sequence as 
indicated above, unless the strata are much disturbed. The consid- 
erable thickness of material at the bottom of the well described as 
"soapstone, very soft, porous" very likely absorbed the drilling 

* Personal communication from Brig. Gen. J. F. Morrison, U. S. Army. 
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water rapidly and, it seems probable, is the sandstone of the Eagle. 
True soapstone could not be described as porous and would not take 
up the drilling water. 

The well at the west end of Havre, near the brewery, was drilled 
to a depth of 1,370 feet. Gas was obtained at 900 feet and again 
at the bottom of the hole, but each flow was small. The gas at 
the bottom of the hole gave a closed pressure of 540 pounds after 36 
hours. The well at the east end of Havre, at the race track, is 1,285 
feet deep. It yielded some gas at 885 feet and a larger flow at the 
bottom, which was estimated to be less than 1,000,000 feet a day. 
The gas from the lower sand gave a maximum closed pressure of 
540 pounds in 24 hours. 

The principal gas well of the Havre Natural Gas Co., brought in 
early in July, 1915, is in the SE. i sec. 33, T. 33 N., R. 16 E., about 2 
miles northeast of Havre, just south of the Great Northern Railway. 
This well is on a low terrace overlooking Milk River, in a large area 
in which the bedrock formations are concealed either by the alluvium 
along the river or by the glacial drift on the higher slopes, making 
it impossible to decipher the rock structure in the immediate vicinity 
of the well. However, as indicated by the surrounding exposures, 
it is very probable that the Judith River formation immediately un- 
derlies the glacial drift in most of this area. This well is 947 feet 
deep and at the bottom obtained a large flow of gas which was 
roughly estimated, by taking minute pressure readings, to amount 
to 10,000,000 feet in 24 hours. This method of obtaining the open- 
flow volume of a gas well is unreliable, and the figures are therefore 
only approximate. The initial closed pressure of this well in July, 
1915, was about 490 pounds to the square inch. No later readings 
have been obtained. 

The rocks encountered in drilling this well were described to the 
writer in a general way by Dr. Wright, of the Havre Natural Gas 
Co. There seems to be little reason to doubt that the drill went 
through part of the Judith River formation, all of the Claggett, and 
part of the Eagle sandstone. The estimated stratigraphic position 
of the first rocks encountered below the glacial drift is about 400 feet 
above the base of the Judith River formation. If the thickness of 
the Claggett shale is taken as 285 feet and that of the Eagle sand- 
stone as 390 feet, the bottom of the hole is about 100 feet from the 
base of the Eagle sandstone and hence is probably in the Virgelle 
sandstone member of the Eagle. 

An analysis of the gas from this "gusher" well was kindly fur- 
nished by the Havre Natural Gas Co. and is given below, togetlier 
with one of gas from Alberta for comparison. 
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Analyses of natural gas from Havre, Mont, and Medicine Hat, Alberta. 
[Analysts not known.] 



Havre. 



Medicine 
Hat.a 



Carbon monoxide (CO) . . . , 

Methane(CH4) 

Nitrogen (N) 

Hydrogen sulphide (Hs8) . 



0.20 
94.80 
&00 



90.49 



loaoo 



Heating value per cubic foot (British thermal units) . 



S97 



100.00 



• Clapp, F. G., and others, op. cit., vol. 1, Table 12. 

The analysis in the first column is that of a " dry " gas from which 
little or no gasoline could be extracted by freezing tests and which 
is very similar to that obtained at Medicine Hat, being composed 
chiefly of methane and not containing any of the higher series of 
hydrocarbons. The heating value given is too low for that of a 
natural gas containing 95 per cent of methane, and therefore there 
may be an error either in the determination of heating value or in 
the analysis. A recent analysis of this gas by G. A. Burrell, of the 
Bureau of Mines, gave the following: Heating value, 1,036 British 
thermal units ; methane, 97.3 per cent ; nitrogen, 2.7 per cent. 

A comparison of the results of this large gas well with those 
of the wells drilled at Medicine Hat is of interest because the gas 
obtained at the two localities comes from the same geologic forma- 
tion. At Medicine Hat, in December, 1913, there were 16 municipal 
wells between 1,000 and 1,300 feet deep, having an open-flow capa- 
city of 43,200,000 cubic feet a day, according to a statement by the 
city engineer. The production of the largest of these wells from 
a 10-inch aperture was 6,000,000 feet a day, but the average yield is 
between 2,000,000 and 3,000,000 feet. There are also in this field 
several wells, owned by manufacturing companies, concerning which 
data are not available. The development of these gas resources has 
led to a rapid industrial expansion at Medicine Hat. 

PBOBABLE EXTENSION OF THE FIELD. 

The gas pool in the district about Havre will probably have its 
greatest extension in a direction S. 70°-75° E, This statement can be 
made with considerable certainty, because (1) the single dominant 
uplift in the district has this trend, and (2) the strong flow of gas 
encountered is w^ith little doubt located on or near this uplift. If 
this strong flow should prove to be short-lived the location is proba- 
bly too far down the flank of the inclined strata present. The terri- 
tory along the axes of the two Boxelder anticlines and along the 
probable extension of these axes, especially northwestward toward 
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Havre, seems to offer the best chance for further extension of the 
field. On the north side of the Meili fault the area of tilted beds 
occupying parts of sees. 27, 28, and 34, T. 33 N., R. 15 E., seems to 
be favorable, with a chance of getting gas at comparatively shallow 
depths. There is also a probability of getting oil and gas in these 
areas by drilling for sands in the lower part of the Colorado shale 
at depths of 2,000 to 3,000 feet, the depth depending on the location 
on the folds. 

EXTENT TO WHICH WAJTLTB HAVE PESMTTTED THE ESCAPE OF GAB OB OIL. 

The extent to which faults have unsealed any deep-seated sands 
containing gas or oil and have therefore allowed much of their con- 
tents to waste is an important problem in the Havre district and 
in all of the area surrounding the Bearpaw Mountains where faults 
are generally prevalent. All the evidence at hand seems to indicate 
that in the soft Cretaceous formations of the Rocky Mountains and 
the Great Plains faulting can at the most only slightly unseal the 
underlying sands. This seems to be especially true of the sands in 
a thick mass of soft marine shale, such as the Colorado shale. In 
Wyoming this is show^ by the fact that many of the producing 
anticlines are faulted, some of them to a considerable extent. In 
the Calgary region, Alberta, a 2,000,000-foot flow of gas obtained 
from an area of much faulted rocks in the disturbed belt* adjacent 
to the Rocky Mountains is further proof that gas can accumulate in 
faulted rocks, if the formations are composed of soft materials. The 
well at the west end of Havre, at location No. 2, seems to offer proof 
of this also, for although it is situated close to two faults of consid- 
erable throw, it contains gas which had an initial closed pressure 
of 540 pounds to the square inch. 

CKAHCEB OF STTCCESS BT BANOOX DRILLIKQ IN THE XILH KPTER VALLEY. 

A successful oil or gas well invariably leads to a popular belief 
that the hydrocarbons are to be found under all lands in the district 
in which it is situated, and that drilling at random locations in that 
district is certain to be successful. In the Milk River valley, through- 
out which the geologic features remain much the same, five deep 
borings have been put down at random locations — three at Havre, 
one at Chinook, and one at Fort Assinniboine. Only one of the five 
was successful, and there is no reason to believe that drilling at hap- 
hazard locations will be any more successful over the remainder of 
the area. The only possibility of decreasing this percentage of dry 
holes outside of the proved territory is by a better understanding of 

1 Clapp, F. G.p and others, op. cit., vol. 2, p. 283. 
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the lay of the rock strata and its influence on the accumulation of 
oil and gas. 

OTHER AREAS OF TILTED AND FOLDED ROCKS NORTH OF THE BEARPAW 

MOUNTAINS. 

Areas of tilted and folded rocks in the region north of the Bearpaw 
Mountains are shown on Plate VI. Structure similar to that at 
Havre has been noted in at least 11 widely scattered localities. In 
much of the area lying between these faulted tracts the hard rocks 
are covered by glacial till and their structure is therefore not known, 
but it is possible that other anticlines or tilted blocks as extensive as 
those represented on the map are present in the region. However, 
large areas are certainly underlain by rocksi;hat are nearly or quite 
horizontal. Outside of the Havre district no developments of oil or 
gas or even indications of these substances have been found in the 
area shown on Plate VI. In the following pages the principal 
features of these areas of tilted beds will be described, beginning with 
the northernmost tier of townships and progressing southward. 

T. 87 N., B. 15 E. 

On Signal Butte, in the west half of T. 87 N., R. 15 E., an anti- 
cline, broken along its crest by faulting, extends in a direction 
approximately N. 25° W. This anticline can be traced very clearly 
for about 2 miles, and there is a possibility that it extends for several 
miles more under the glacial drift. The exposures on the east side of 
Signal Butte are excellent. They show the Judith River formation 
with its coal zone lying near the top, together with 200 feet of the 
underlying beds. The Bearpaw shale appears normally above the 
Judith River formation on either flank of the broken fold. The 
structure is clearly anticlinal — that is, the beds dip away on both 
sides from a middle axial line, although there is some displacement 
by faulting along this axis. On the northeast side of the anticline the 
dips close to the fault line range from 10° to 32°. Toward the 
east they flatten rapidly, and about a mile from the fault the strata 
lie nearly horizontal. On the west side the beds do not dip so 
steeply, the average dip being not over 12°, except in a few irregu- 
larly disturbed tracts. In the S. ^ sec. 20, on the fault cutting the 
crest of the anticline, there is a spring whose surface is covered with 
a thick film of reddish-brown ferric hydroxide. This material should 
not be mistaken for oil. No signs of oil or gas were found in the 
vicinity. A cross fault in the S. i sees. 19 and 20, nearly at right 
angles to the trend of the broken anticline, forms the south boundary 
of a block of Judith River beds which are tilted to the northeast at 
angles of 6° to 13°. This tilted block lies in anomalous relations to 
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the faulted anticline just described and covers an area of nearly 4 
square mile& 

T. S6 K., B. 14 E. 

In the east half of T. 36 K, R. 14 E., mainly in sees. 11, 14, 22, 
and 23, there is a tilted block of rocks having an average dip of 
about 8**, bounded on the northwest side by a fault. On the whole 
the exposures in this vicinity are not good, the limits of the tilting 
being hidden either by glacial drift or alluviiun. The best ex- 
posures appear on the northward-facing slope in the N. ^ sec. 28. 
Practically all of the Judith River formation is exposed along this 
slope, and there is probably a little Claggett shale at its west end. 
The dips for the greater part of the distance average between 7** 
and 8**. Near the top of the Judith River there is a local dip of 28®, 
but this flattens to about 9® a short distance farther southeast. The 
Bearpaw shale appears on this slope in normal relations above the 
Judith River beds and is exposed to the southeast across almost all of 
sec. 24. The actual extent of this tilted block can not be deter- 
mined, but to judge from the area of the exposed portion it seems safe 
to say that, as indicated on the map, it extends at least 2 miles in a 
northeasterly direction. 

T. 85 v., B. 18 E. 

In the west half of T. 35 N., R. 12 E., the rocks are uplifted and 
tilted to the southeast by a fault that has a general trend of 
N. 25° W., and extends from Milk River near the southeast corner 
of sec. 14 northwestward for at least 4 miles, crossing sees. 6 and 7 
of the township adjoining on the east. On the northwest side of 
the fault the area is occupied by the Judith River formation, which 
lies approximately horizontal for many miles to the northwest, and 
the beds are undisturbed, even in close proximity to the fault plane. 
On the southeast side the beds are tilted to the southeast in an area 
occupying 4 to 5 square miles. The Claggett shale is the lowest 
formation exposed in this area and crops out in a belt that averages 
a quarter of a mile in width adjacent to the fault and is traceable 
as far as the fault is exposed. Southeast of the Claggett outcrop 
is the lower part of the Judith River formation, with a persistent 
thin coal bed at the base in normal relations to the Claggett shale. 
The highest dip (60°) in this tilted block was observed in the 
Claggett shale in sec. 14. The average dip is not over 40°. North-* 
east of this area, in sees. 12, 6, and 7, the dips in the Claggett shale 
at the same position with reference to the fault do not average more 
than 20° to 25°. In sec. 14 the beds are approximately horizontal 
within three-fourths of a mile of the fault. Farther north the 
distance from the fault to practically horiz(»ital beds is somewhat 
greater, but nowhere is it more than 1 mile. 
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T. 35 N., B. 14 E. 

On the upper end of Red Rock Coulee, in T. 35 N., R. 14 E., there 
is a tilted block of strata between two parallel faults extending for 
4 miles in a northeasterly direction. The areas northwest and south- 
east of the two faults bounding this block are underlain by the 
Bearpaw and Judith River formations, for the most part nearly 
horizontal. Between the faults the rocks are considerably tilted, and 
the steepest dips are on the southeast edge of the block, where dips 
in the Bearpaw shale and in the coal zone in the upper part of the 
Judith River formation range from 85** to 70**. On the northwest 
edge of the block the dips are much less, the observed readings vary- 
ing from 6® to 14**. The lowest rocks (the upper part of the Clag- 
gett shale) are exposed in sec. 30. Southeast of this point the full 
thickness of the Judith River beds is present, followed in the SW. i 
sec. 29 by a small amount of the Bearpaw shale. 

T. S6 K., &. 16 E. 

In T. 35 N., R. 16 E., near the head of a small coulee tributary to 
Red Rock Coulee, there is an area of tilted beds that strike about 
N. 65^ E. These beds dip to the southeast at an average angle of 
about 20**, although readings as high as 37** were observed. The 
lowest beds exposed are those of the Claggett shale, which are fol- 
lowed in normal sequence by the Judith River formation with its 
coal zone at the top, which is well exposed. Southeast of the coal 
outcrops, near the south side of sec. 14, the Judith River beds are 
folded into a shallow syncline that lies on the south edge of the tilted 
block. Beyond this syncline the area is entirely covered with glacial 
drift. The extent of this tilted block in the direction of the strike 
is very uncertain because of the general cover of glacial drift, which 
makes it impossible to follow the exposures beyond the sides of the 
coulee. 

T. 84 N., &. 13 E. 

In the northeastern part of T. 34 K, R. 12 E., on Milk River, 
there is a fault trending about N. 55** E., which is exposed on both 
sides of the river valley and extends an unknown distance under the 
drift to the northeast and southwest. Northwest of this fault, up 
Milk River, the only formation outcropping for many miles is the 
Judith River, which lies nearly horizontal even in close proximity 
to the fault plane. Southeast of the fault for a distance of over a 
mile the strata are tilted to the southeast The Claggett shale is the 
oldest formation exposed on this side, and overlying it are the Judith 
River beds in normal sequence, with a thin coal bed near their base. 
Within 1,500 feet of the fault the observed dips range from 86** to 
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60**. Farther away the dips flatten rapidly to 10® and then gradually 
lessen until the strata are nearly horizontal. The exposed rocks in- 
volved in this tilting occupy an area of about 3 square miles, but the 
total area may be much greater, including extensions under the cover 

of glacial drift. 

T. S4 v.. &. IS s. 

In T. 34 N., E. 13 E., there are three tilted blocks identical in form 
and nearly parallel to those in the adjoining townships to the west 
and the northwest, already described. Each block is separated by 
a fault trending northeast from a considerable area of nearly hori- 
zontal rocks on the northwest. The northernmost of these tilted 
blocks cuts across Saddle Butte, extending from sees. 18 and 19 to 
sees. 4 and 5. Practically all of the Eagle sandstone is brought up 
by the faulting. This occurrence is noteworthy, as it is the only 
outcrop of the Eagle formation in this part of the Milk River val- 
ley. The Eagle is the lowest geologic formation exposed in the area 
covered by Plate VI, and the section given on page 69 was meas- 
ured at this point. The full thickness of the Claggett shale and 
the lower part of the Judith River formation, with a thin coal 
bed near the base, are also exposed. The dips in the zone occupied 
by the Eagle and Claggett in this faulted area in the first quarter 
of a mile southeast of the fault vary from 45^ to 15°. Beyond this 
they rapidly become less, and a mile from the fault the beds lie nearly 
horizontal. 

About 3i miles southeast of the fault just described there is a 
similar fault crossing the Milk River valley and extending from the 
W. i sec. 22 northwestward as far as sec. 1, a distance of a little over 
3 miles. The extent of this fault beneath the glacial drift beyond 
these limits can not be determined. According to Pepperberg,* the 
Claggett shale is the lowest formation brought to the surf ape in this 
faulted uplift. The beds on the northwest side of the fault are 
nearly or quite horizontal for several miles to the northwest On 
the southeast side the dips appear to be irregular, varying from 14° 
to 60°. Farther southeast the beds flatten to a nearly horizontal 
position within a mile of the fault 

Farther down the Milk River valley the Judith River formation^ 
lying nearly horizontal, is exposed on both sides of the valley as 
far as the center of sec. 86 and is the only formation exposed in this 
territory. Half a mile above Brown's ranch there is an anticline, 
broken to some extent by faulting, here referred to as the Browns 
Coulee anticline. This anticline trends in a northeasterly direction 
and extends several miles into the township adjoining on the east. 
An account of it is given under the next heading. 

^ Unpublished data. 
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T. 84 v.. H. 14 E. 

From the west bank of Milk River, in sec. 36, T. 34 N., R. 13 E., 
the Browns Coulee anticline is well exposed, with minor interrup- 
tions, for a distance of about 3 miles, as far as the east side of 
Browns Coulee, in sec. 32, T. 34 N., R. 14 E. How much farther 
northeast and southwest it extends under the drift-covered prairies is 
not known. Beginning on Milk River in the southeast comer of sec. 
86, its axis trends N. 65® E., passing a few rods south of the east quar- 
ter comer of the section. Continuing northeastward it crosses the 
north branch of Browns Coulee about 700 feet north of the center 
of sec. 81. In the main branch of Browns Coulee, in the NW. i 
sec. 82, the crest of this fold is broken by a fault of relatively^small 
throw, the dark shale of the Claggett abutting against a massive 
brown sandstone at the base of the Judith River formation, but the 
essential anticlinal nature of the structure, the strata dipping in op- 
posite directions from a medial line, still prevails. The Claggett 
shale, according to Pepperberg,* is the lowest geologic formation ex- 
posed on the Browns Coulee anticline. The observed dips on the 
north limb of the fold range from 20*^ to 55° within half a mile of 
the axis ; on the south limb the recorded dips range from 10® to 50®. 
The north limb is somewhat the more steeply tilted of the two. The 
total distance in a direction transverse to the axis of this anticline 
between the beds lying nearly horizontal on the north and those in 
the same attitude on the south is about 1^ miles. 

TILTED AND FOLDED ROCKS NORTH OF CHINOOK. 
T. 84 N., B. 19 E. 

On Lodge Creek, in the southwestern part of T. 34 N., R. 19 E., 
the Claggett and Judith River formations are tilted about 25° S. 
in an area covering parts of sees. 19, 20, 29, and 30 and probably ex- 
tending a short distance into the township adjoining on the west. 
The fault that produced this tilting crosses the river valley near the 
south quarter corner of sec. 19 and trends N. 17° E. There are no 
exposures on Battle Creek, where this fault, if extended, would cross 
the valley. The prevailing cover of till and glacial drift makes it 
impossible to determine how far the tilting continues. 

In the southeastern part of this township there is an anticline 
whose axis trends northwest. It is very poorly exposed and seems 
to merge into a fault, which becomes prominent in the township to 
the south. The most definite indications of this fold are in the 
vicinity of the southwest comer of sec. 23, where the axis trends N. 
80° W. and is outlined by opposite dips appearing on both sides of 
the valley of Dry Fork Creek. The fold is probably closely com- 
pressed. The observed dips on the east limb range from 20® to 75° 

1 Unpublished data. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OIL AND GAS IN NOBTH-OENTBAL MONTANA. 



81 



and thoBe on the west limb trom 4"" to 30°. In the S. i sec 85 there 
is a fault m the position that would be occupied by the anticlinal fold 
above mentioned if it were extended. This fault, however, trends 
more nearly north and causes the Judith River beds, dipping 11° 
W.J to abut against the Bearpaw shale. 

T. n v., R. 19 X. 

On Battle ^Jreek, in the northeastern part of T. 33 N., R, 19 E., 
there is a fault trending nearly north, which seems to merge into the 
axes of the small anticlines at each end of it. For the greater part 
of the distance along this fault the Judith River formation, which 
is the lowest geologic formation exposed, abuts against the Bear- 
paw shale, the Judith River beds appearing mainly on the west 
side of the fault and the Bearpaw shale on the east. The dips 
within a few hundred feet on either side of the fault appear to be 
very steep, the observed readings, according to Pepperberg,^ being 
as high as 65°, but the dips lessen both east and west of the fault 
line, and at a distance of one-half to three-fourths of a mile the 
beds lie approximately horizontal. On the east side of the fault 
the beds dip to the east at angles between 60° and 3°, according to 
the distance from the fault line, making the structure in effect anti- 
clinal — that is, the beds dip in opposite directions from a medial line. 

The only drilling operation in this part of the Milk River valley 
whose record is available was undertaken at Chinook in July, 1890. 
The well was drilled to a depth of 960 feet ' by the town of Chinook 
in an attempt to develop artesian water. At the bottom of the 
bore, in a 6-foot stratum of blue clay, gas and petroleum were re- 
ported. Water was encountered at several horizons, of which the 
lowest, at 540 and 620 feet, yielded salt water. The log of this well 
is as follows: 

Log of well at Chinook, Mont, 





[ElevaUon, 2,404 feet.] 
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^ Unpublished data. 

'Nettleton, E. R., Final rpport on arteelan and underflow investigation to the Secretary 
of Agriculture : 52d Cong., Ist seas., S. Ex. Doc. 41, pt. 2, pp. 72-73, 1802. 
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T. n IK., B. M E. 

On Coal Creek, in the west half of T. 33 N., R, 20 E., there is a . 
fault whose trace makes a curved outline that can be followed, ex- 
cept for several minor interruptions by drift and alluvium, for 
about 3 miles across sees. 3, 10, and 14. According to Pepperberg,* 
the Bearpaw shale is present over most of the northern part of 
this township, but the Judith River formation, the lowest exposed, 
is brought to the surface along the southwest side of t^e fault. The 
observed dips in these beds, which are tilted to the southwest, range 
from 3° to 20®. The exposures are poor, and the distance to which 
the tilting of the strata extends southwestward was not determined, 
but it is probably as much as three-fourths of a mile. 

ABEA OF TILTED AND FOLDED SOCKS SOXTTH OF THE BEABPAW 

MOUNTAINS. 

GENERAL FEATURES. 

In the vicinity of Missouri River bouth of the Bearpaw Mountains 
there are many at'eas of tilted and folded rocks similar to those near 
Havre, already described. On Plate VII the largest and least 
disturbed of these areas of folded and faulted rocks, comprising 
18 separate structural features, each of which may be of importance 
as a reservoir of oil and gas, are outlined. A considerable portion 
of the area lying north of Missouri River has not been examined 
geologically, but there are doubtless similar structural features in 
these unsurveyed townships. Escapes of gas or seeps of oil have 
not been recorded in any part of the region along Missouri River, 
nor are the records of any deep borings available. 

FAULTED AREAS IN THE VICINITY OF VIRGELLE. 

In T. 26 N., Rs. 11 to 13 E., in the vicinity of Virgelle, there are 
four areas of tilted rocks in which the Colorado shale is the lowest 
formation exposed. The w^esternmost of these tilted blocks is pro- 
duced by a fault that crosses sees. 16, 17, and 18, T. 26 N., R. 11 E., 
extending from the west side of Missouri River along the coulee 
that enters the river near the center of sec. 16. This fault, according 
to E. R. Lloyd,^ trends N. 65® W., and is best exposed along the 
sides of the coulee in sees. 17 and 18. The Colorado shale is exposed 
southwest of the fault, where it dips to the southwest at low angles 
for half a mile to a mile beyond the fault line. On the fault line the 
lower shales of the Colorado have been carried upward against the 
Virgelle sandstone and the uppermost beds of the Colorado. The 
beds on the northeast side of the fault lie for the most part nearly 

1 UnpubUshed data. 
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horizontal. A second fault, nearly parallel with this one, and the 
largest of those present in the vicinity of Virgelle, extends from a 
point near the center of sec. 20, T. 26 N., R. 12 E., northwestward 
to a point near the south quarter corner of sec. 4, T. 26 N., R. 11 E., 
a distance of about 6 miles. This fault is well exposed in sec. 24 of 
the latter township, on the south bank of the Missouri. Here beds 
of the Colorado shale that dip as much as 43° abut against nearly 
horizontal beds of the Colorado shale, but the inclined beds flatten 
to nearly horizontal within about three-fourths of a mile. To the 
northwest the trend of this fault follows Missouri River very closely, 
but the fault is covered by the alluvium along that stream as far as 
the W. i sec. 10. From sec. 10 to its northeastern extremity the fault 
is again well exposed and has a trend identical with that noted in 
sec 24. A tilted block on the southwest, composed of Colorado shale, 
abuts against nearly horizontal Virgelle sandstone and the upper 
beds of the Colorado shale on the northeast. This fault can be 
traced for about 2 miles, into the township on the east, to a point 
where it is concealed under the cover of glacial drift. The trend 
changes to nearly east, as shown by the exposures near the center of 
sec. 20, T. 26 N., R. 12 E. 

In the north half of T. 26 N., R. 12 E., about 4 miles northwest 
of Virgelle, tilted rocks lie on the west side of a fault trending N. 40*^ 
E., which crosses Missouri River in the W. ^ sec. 3 and extends 
northeastward beyond the river for a short distance to a point where 
it is concealed by glacial drift. The dips near this fault are compara- 
tively steep, but they flatten rapidly, and within a mile of the fault 
plane the beds lie horizontal. 

The fourth area of tilted rock in the vicinity of Virgelle occupies 
a part of the west half of T. 26 N., R. 13 E., near the lower end 
of Lone Tree Coulee. The fault, which has uptilted the beds in 
this locality, trends nearly west across sees. 17 and 18 of this town- 
ship and is cut at several points by dikes of igneous rock. On the 
north side of the fault the beds are tilted northward at angles rang- 
ing from 23° to 60°, the steeper dips being near the fault, and the 
area of tilted rocks extends about a mile from the fault line. The 
Colorado shale, the lowest formation exposed, is overlain by the Eagle 
sandstone and Claggett shale in normal succession. On the south ^de 
of the fault the beds lie nearly horizontal, except in the S. ^ sec. 
17, where exposures in the Claggett shale on Lone Tree Coulee show 
a small anticline with dips of 3° on the west limb and 4° on the east 
and an axial trend approximately due north. This anticlinal axis 
probably meets the fault mentioned above near the center of sec. 
17. Its southward extent is not known because of the prevailing 
cover of glacial drift. 
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FAULTED ABEAS ALONG MISSOURI RIVER BETWEEN EAGLE CREEK AND 

ARROW RIVER. 

In the west half of T. 25 N., R. 13 E., and in the township adjoin- 
ing on the south, there are two nearly parallel faults trending about 
N. 80® W. The northern fault can be traced continuously, except 
for several interruptions caused by the cover of glacial drift, from 
sec. 7 to the west bank of the Missouri in sec. 28. The tilted beds, 
which occupy an area extending about three- fourths of a mile south- 
eastward from the fault line, show dips that for the whole area may 
average about 15®. The Colorado shale is the lowest geologic forma- 
tion exposed and is overlain in normal succession to the southwest 
by the Eagle sandstone and the Claggett formation. The second of 
the two faults in this township crosses the NE. ^ sec. 31 in a direc- 
tion about N. 50° W, As in the faulted rocks lying immediately to 
the north, the Colorado shale is the lowest formation exposed in the 
tilted block southwest of this fault. The fault reaches the west 
bank of the Missouri in the NE. J sec. 4, T. 24 N., R. 13 E., where 
it finally disappears under the alluvium on the sides of the river. 
Its extent southeastward along the opposite side of the river is not 
known, that area not having been examined, but the trend of the 
fault is so closely in alignment with that of the extensive fault 
crossing the west half of T, 23 N., R. 14 E., that they are probably 
parts of a single fault. 

In the west half of T. 25 N., R. 14 E., there is an area of strata 
tilted to the northeast along a fault mapped by Bowen,^ trending 
about N. 50® W. These upturned rocks occur in, a large area in 
which the Claggett shale is the principal formation. The Eagle 
sandstone, the lowest formation exposed, has been carried upward 
and lodged against the Claggett shale lying southwest of the fault. 
This fault is in many places concealed by the usual cover of glacial 
drift, but the best exposures are on Spring Creek in sees. 19 and 29. 
Where this fault crosses Eagle Creek, near the southwest comer of 
sec. 18, it turns to a direction N. 20® W. The area occupied by the 
tilted strata, so far as the exposures indicate, includes about 4 square 
miles. 

In the west half of T. 23 N., R. 14 E., and the townships adjacent 
on the northwest, west, and south, there is a fault over 12 miles long. 
In places this fault produces an anticline, as the dips are in oppo- 
site directions on the two sides of the fault line. Most of the tilted 
beds, however, lie on the southwest side of the fault. The rocks 
affected by this long and somewhat irregular fault show at a num- 
ber of points where it crosses the watercourses. The northwest end 
of the fault is best exposed where it crosses Missouri River, in the 

1 U. 8. GeoL Survey BuU. 641, pL 21, I91i. 
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S. i sec. 25, T. 24 N., R. 13 E. Here an area of tilted Colorado shale 
oYerlain by the Eagle and Claggett formations is exposed southwest 
of the fault, which trends S. 30° E. It next appears, with approxi- 
mately the same trend, along the watercourses in the W. ^ sec. 1, 
T. 23 N., K. 13 E., where the Colorado shale dips both to the south- 
east and the southwest from the fault line. From this locality the 
beds are covered by glacial drift as far as the crossing of the next 
coulee, in the W. i sec. 7, T. 23 N., R. 14 E. In the coulee at this 
point the Colorado shale and the entire succession of formations 
above it are again well exposed. Farther southeast the fault, trend- 
ing about S. 20*^ E., is still readily traceable by means of the numer- 
ous exposures in the drainage ways to the south side of T. 28 N., 
R, 14 E., crossing Flat Creek Pass in the N. ^ sec. 33. It continues 
southwestward as far as sec. 15, T. 22 N., R. 14 E., crossing the main 
valley of Flat Creek in sec. 10. At this point there is a considerable 
area of tilted rocks on the southwest side of the fault, and the aver- 
age dip in the more steeply tilted beds is about 15°, but this gradually 
flattens and the beds are nearly horizontal about three-fourths of a 
mile to the' southwest. At its southeast extremity, in sec. 15, this 
fault becomes very irregular, being lost in an area of much broken 
and disturbed rocks in sees. 13, 14, 23, and 24. 

Near the west line of T. 23 N., R. 14 E., there is a well-developed 
fault that has a slightly curving trend but extends in a general 
northerly direction. In sees. 13 and 24 this fault appears along the 
west side of Missouri River, where the Colorado shale abuts against 
the Virgelle sandstone and the upper members of the Eagle forma- 
tion. The tilted strata, in which some petroleum or gas may have 
accumulated, lie east of this fault line, occupying a considerable 
part of the alluvium-covered areas along Missouri River. To the 
south the fault is much concealed by glacial drift, but in the N. i 
sec. 36 it is again well exposed, trending in a northeasterly direction 
across the valley of Flat Creek. The tilted strata here also lie on 
the east side of the fault, the Colorado shale and Eagle sandstone 
being carried against the Eagle sandstone and Claggett shale on the 
west side. The dips are between 15° and 20° in the steeper beds, 
but they flatten to approximately horizontal a mile or so east of the 
fault line. 

TILTED ROCKS OF LOWER PART OF JUDITH RIVER. 

In the north half of T. 22 N., R. 16 E., there is an extensive fault 
cutting across the township with a trend about N. 65® W. South- 
west of this fault there is a tilted block which is the largest of those 
in the region along the Missouri River described in this report. 
The tilted beds are best exposed along Judith River is sees. 10, 11, 
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14, and 15. At this locality the Colorado shale is the lowest forma- 
tion exposed and is succeeded to the southwest by the Eagle and 
Claggett formations, and part of the Judith River, in normal suc- 
cession. The tilted beds extend southwestward from the fault line 
for a distance of about 2 miles. In the S. i sec. 15 they are cut by 
a small fault trending in a northeasterly direction, which probably 
meets the main fault near the west line of sec. 12. Along Missouri 
River near the north line of sees. 5 and 6, the main fault crosses 
Missouri River, bringing up the Colorado shale and the overlying 
formations. At this locality the area of tilted strata extends to the 
southwest about 1^ miles from the fault line. 

From sec. 6, T. 21 N., R. 16 E., a fault whose trace makes a 
slightly curved line extends eastward for a distance of over 12 miles 
into the townships adjoining on the east. On the north side vt the 
fault there are tilted beds dipping about 8° N. The best exposures 
of these tilted rocks are along Judith River in the S. i sec. 2, T. 21 N., 
R. 16 E. Here the upper part of the Colorado shale, overlain by 
the Eagle sandstone and the Claggett formation, are brought against 
shale in the lower part of the Colorado. In T. 21 N., R. 17 E., this 
fault extends in a slightly curved line southeastward through sees. 
7, 8, and 16. In the N. J sec. 22 it is broken by several cross faults, 
but its extension continues eastward, makes a sharp curve toward 
the south, and extends northeastward about 1 mile into T. 21 N., 
R. 18 E., nearly to the northeast corner of sec. 19. The beds on the 
north side of this fault dip northward at an average rate of about 7°. 

TILTED ROCKS ON. DOG CREEK. 

At the mouth of Dog Creek, about 2 miles east of Judith post 
office, there is a thrust fault extending in a northerly direction, which 
crosses Dog Creek in the NE. i sec. 6, T. 22 N., R. 17 E. West of 
this fault, which extends to and probably crosses Missouri River, 
there is an area of about 2 square miles of tilted beds which dip 
to the west. In this area the Colorado shale, overlain by the full 
thickness of the-Eagle and^ part of the Claggett shale, is carried 
upward against the lower part of the Claggett formation. The 
dips near the fault plane vary between 6° and 12°. About half a mile 
west of the fault they become steeper, averaging between 20® and 30®, 
and still farther west the beds flatten and approach a horizontal 
attitude within 1 mile of the trace of the fault. 

In the north half of T. 21 n!, R. 18 E., is a fault that extends 
across the township with a trend about N. 60° W. and brings a con- 
siderable block of tilted rocks, in which the Claggett shale is the 
lowest formation exposed, against nearly horizontal Judith .River 
beds. This fault crosses very near the northeast corner of sec. 6 and 
extends about 4 miles northwestward from this point, into T. 22 N., 
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R. 17 E. On the southeast it holds this trend to and beyond 
Dog Creek, in sec. 10, and is well exposed in the badlands along 
the creek. The tilted strata lie southwest of this fault and have an 
average dip of about 15^. Nearly horizontal beds are present within 
about 1| miles southwest of the fault line. 

A fault that is probably a continuation of the fault last described 
extends due east from a point near the northwest comer of sec. 18, 
T. 21 N., B. 19 E., for a distance of nearly 4 miles. On the south 
side of this fault there is a considerable area of tilted and slightly 
folded strata, in which the upper half of the Judith River is the 
lowest formation exposed and is overlain normally by the Bearpaw 
diale to the south. These tilted beds are carried upward against 
nearly horizontal Bearpaw shale on the north side of the fault. A 
well-defined anticline in the tilted area on the south side of the fault 
was noted in sees. 17 and 18. Its axis passes through the center of 
sec* 18, with a trend about N. 75° E., and extends into the N. ^ sec. 17, 
where the trend changes to nearly east. On the north limb of the 
anticline the rocks dip between 7° and 35°, and the steeper dips 
occur close to the fault line. On the south limb the dips vary be- 
tween 6° and 12°. East of this fold, in an area of tilted strata lying 
SOU& of the xault, the ground is much broken by short faults trend- 
ing nearly at right angles to the principal break. The strata in this 
area are irregularly folded or bent but generally lie at low angles, 
the dips rarely exceeding 10°. In the S. i sec. 17 there is a minor 
fault which can be traced for about a mile in a direction nearly due 
east and which offsets the coal zone in the upper part of the Judith 
River formation. 

In the northeastern part of T. 21 N., R. 19 E., there are two faults 
lying nearly at right angles to each other, both of which have 
brought up the Judith River beds in an area in which the Bearpaw 
shale is the predominating formation. The longer of these faults 
crosses sees. 1, 2, and 12 in a direction about N. 60° W. On its north- 
east side the Judith River beds, overlain by the Bearpaw shale in 
normal succession, are tilted at angles varying between 40° and 50° 
widiin a quarter of a mile of the fault, but farther northeast the dip 
of the beds is less, and within 1 mile of the trace of the fault they 
are nearly horizontal. Southwest of the fault the Bearpaw shale, 
lying practically horizontal, occupies a considerable area. The other 
fault in the northeastern part of the township crosses sec. 13 in a 
direction about N. 60° E. and joins the fault just described in the 
SW. i sec. 7, T. 21 N., R. 20 E. On the southeast side of this fault 
there is an area of titled upper Judith River and lower Bearpaw 
beds, which dip at angles ranging from 20° adjacent to the fault to 
10° within 2,000 feet. This fault crosses Cutbank Creek about 1,500 
feet north of the center of sec. 13 and is there well exposed, but to the 
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southeast it can not be traced more than a few hundred yards and * 
probably dies out before reaching the west line of sec. 13. In the 
SE. i sec. 13 the strata in the tilted block are folded into a shallow 
syncline, the south limb of which is near the south line of the section. 
The axis of this syncline trends northeast, nearly parallel to the 
fault 

AREA OF COLORADO SHALE EXTENDIKa ntOX A POINT HEAB 
GREAT FALLS TO THE SWEETGRASS HILLa 

GENERAL FEATURES. 

The results of six deep borings (see locations on the map, PL IV) 
are available for the area extending across the outcrop of the Colo- 
rado shale from Great Falls to the Sweetgrass Hills. None of these 
borings were successful, although five report showings of gas or oil, 
or both. These wells, located regardless of the structure, seem to 
show that a fair percentage of success can not be obtained by random 
drilling in the large area occupied by the Sweetgrass arch. Two of 
the wells are near the center of the arch, and seem to prove that this 
broad uplift as a whole has not caused the accumulation of oil or gas 
along its crest. However, if local folds are present within the 
broader uplift, they may have served as reservoirs for oil or gas. 

The Bow Island gas field,^ 60 miles north of the Canadian bound- 
ary, is near the northwestward extension of the Sweetgrass arch, its 
exact position probably being a little to the east of the crest of the 
arch. The details of the structure in the vicinity of the Bow Island 
field have never been published, but it is not improbable that the 
field is located on a local fold within the arch. The first well in this 
field was drilled about 1908. By 1914: sixteen wells had been com- 
pleted, spaced about 1 mile apart over an area of about 15 square 
miles. The total production from these wells in 1914 was 75,000,000 
cubic feet a day, and the gas was distributed from a 16-inch pipe 
line for 160 miles, supplying Lethbridge, Calgary, and intermediate 
towns. 

DRIUJNO NEAR TIIE SWEETGRASS HIIXS. 

Several wells have been drilled within the last few years in the 
vicinity of the West Butte of the Sweetgrass Hilla These wells are 
about 3 miles northeast of the oil seep in the Colorado shale, de- 
scribed on page — . They were put down in a flat plain, much cov- 
ered by glacial drift, and are not known to have been located with ref- 
erence to local structure of any description. The general dip in the 
vicinity, as shown by a few scattered outcrops of the Virgelle sand- 
stone, is northward at a low angle. The deepest of these wells was 

^ Clapp, F. G., and others, op. cit» pp. 27&-277. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 



I 
t 
t 

B 



• > - 



\r ^. 



35 
10 



80 
^90 
40 
65 
35 
60 
05 
10 
20 
40 
80 
60 



30 
96 
30 
50 
00 
70 



I- 

11 



if 

h 
if 

is 

y 
1- 
11 
11 



Digitized 



by Google 



88 

soutt 

probi 

SE. i 

syncl 

The 

fault 

ABSi 



Th 
are a 
rado 
borit 
or b4 
show 
drill) 
the ^ 
broa< 
aloni 
broa< 

Tk 
ary, 
exaci 
arch, 
field 
field 
field 
plet€ 
milei 
cubii 
line 
towt 



S€ 

vicii 
abou 
scrit 
ered 
ereh 
vicii 
ston< 



Digitized 



by Google 



OIL AND GAS IN NORTH-CENTRAL MONTANA. 



89 



drilled to a depth of 2,670 feet, nearly to the base of the Kootenai, 
and obtained small flows of gas at two horizons. According to W. A. 
English, of the United States Geological Survey, the seep on West 
Butte probably comes from the 50- foot member of the sandstone that 
is reported to contain water, whose base in this well is at a depth of 
1,640 feet. A log of the well, furnished by E. C. Galbraith, of the 
General Land Office, is as follows: 

Log of well in »€C, 4, T. S7 N., B. 2 E., a few yards south of the international 

boundary, 

[Elevation, 3,675 feet (bcuwmetric).] 



Prolwble fonnatloii. 



Driller's description of the rock. 



Contents. 



Thick- 



Depth. 



Glacial drift. 



Glacial drift. 



Feet. 
65 



Ftet. 
66 



VirgeUe sandstone. 



Light-oolored sandstone. 



245 



810 



Golotado shale. 



Black and dark-«olored shale. 

Dark-colored shales 

Gray sandstones 

Black sandv shale. , 

Gray sandstone 

Dark sandv shale 

Black sandy shale. 

Gray sand 

Black sandy shale. 

Conglomerate 

Gray sandstone 

Black shales 



Water.. 



Water.. 
Gas 



Saltwater.. 



970 

310 

50 

20 

^0 

25 

45 

5 

10 

20 

40 

180 



1,280 
1,500 
1,640 
1,665 
1,735 
1,760 
1,806 
1,810 
1,820 
1.840 
1,880 
2,060 



Kootenai formation. 



Bluish shales 

Red shale 

Gray shale 

Black shale 

Brown shale 

Sandstone strata. 



Gas and wa- 
ter. 



70 
68 
1S3 
20 
150 
170 



2,130 
2,196 
2,330 
3,350 
2,500 
2,670 



A second hole t^as put down about a quarter of a mile southeast of 
the well just described and passed through the same strata. Accord- 
ing to C. H. Jennings, who superintended the drilling of this well, 
shows of oil were encountered at about 960 and 1,660 feet, and small 
flows of gas at 1,300, 1,535, and 1,810 feet. 



DRILUNG NEAR KBVIN, TOOUB COUNTY. 

A boring in search of oil was made about 8 miles southwest of 
Kevin, Toole County, on the James Miller ranch. It went to a depth 
of 1,755 feet, passing through part of the Colorado shale and all of 
the Kootenai formation, and probably entering the Jurassic. This 
well is in the midst of a large area of horizontal rocks, as shown by 
exposures in the vicinity and also by the lay of the Virgelle sand- 
stone in the prominent escarpment to the west and north. This well 
was therefore drilled in an unfavorable structure position. Small 
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flows of gas, however, were encountered at three horizons. The log 
of the well, furnished by H. C. Price, of Great Falls, Mont, is as 
follows: 

Log of well at the James MUler ranch, in the NW. i sec, 25, T. Si N,, R, 4 W. 

[ElevBUoii, 3^)60 feet.] 



Probable formation. 


Driller's deecriptlon of the rock. 


Contents. 


Thick- 
ness. 


Depth. 


GlacJal drift 


T^oam and gravel, 




Feet. 
40 


Feet. 
40 












Black shale.: 




lao 

2 

153 

5 

100 
10 
30 
10 

180 
70 
10 
40 
80 

100 
90 

ao 

5 

30 


160 




Lime shell 




162 




Rlark flhftfp 




315 




Band . 


Gas and 
water. 


320 




Gray-black shale 


420 




Sand 


Gas 


430 




Bandy shale - - ■- 




460 




Hard dark shale 




470 




Black shale 




650 


Colorado shale. 


Orav sandv shale. ... . 




720 




Black sanrf 




730 




Bandy shf^le , , . 




770 




l-fphfplMil^ 




S50 




BAPdy?»h^^i« 




050 




Blm>i?iih^iA. 




1,045 
1,065 
1,070 




Gray sand 




• 


B«n<i 


Gas, best 
flow. 




Black shftle 


1,100 












Light shale 




15 
35 
45 

5 
25 

5 
70 
60 
30 
10 
60 
40 
10 
40 
50 
50 

5 
20 

5 


1,115 
1.150 




Bedrock 






T^EHshfll^.,, 




1 196 
1.200 




Hajd shell 






Hard sand 




1225 
1,230 




Shell 






Sand 




1,300 








1,360 




Sand 




1,390 


Kootenai formatioD. 


Hardshell 




1,400 




Light shale 




1 460 
1,500 




Hard sand 






Hard sheik 




1,510 




Hard sand 




1,550 




Yellow shale 




1,600 
1,650 




Gritty sand 






Hardshell 




1,655 




RlftrkphRl^ 




1,676 




Hardshell 




1,680 












Ume rock 




50 
25 


1,730 


Jurassic. 


B lack shale 




1,755 











DEEP BORINGS IN CHOUTEAU COUNTY. 

About 10 miles southeast of Collins a prospect hole for oil and gas, 
known as the Banatyne well, was driven to a depth of 1,500 feet 
and obtained a small flow of gas at one horizon. The log for 1,240 
feet of this bore, passing through the Colorado shale and into the 
Kootenai formation, is given below. This well is near the crest of 
the Sweetgrass arch, if that structure extends this far south of Teton 
Eiver. Nothing is known of the local structure, and it is probable 
that the rocks are much concealed by glacial drift. 
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Probable formaUGn. 


DriUor's description of the rock. 


Contents. 


Thick- 
ness. 


Depth. 


Gbeial drift. 


Yellow clay 




FeH. 
74 


Feel. 
74 












Bhale 




a06 
5 

• 73 
7 
135 
9 
96 
175 
90 
10 
20 
50 
25 
65 
90 
30 


280 




Band 


Salt water 
and gas. 


285 




Sandy shale 


»58 




Blaclc sand 




3^ 




Bhale 




500 




Sand 


Saltwater... 


500 




RnnH and Krittv shale 


605 


Col<]rado8hal«. 


Soft white conglomerate 


780 




Hard CMielomerate ' 


870 




Fine blue sand , 


880 




Hard blue shale . 




900 




Hard shale in thin la>ers 




050 


• 


Dnrk-blue shale 




075 




Black shale : 




1,040 
1,130 




Hard bluish sandstone 






Black sbiiie 




1,160 












Red limestone 




40 
40 


1,200 
1,240 




Red sandstone -.-,-_,--.-.,.-.. 











Small flows of gas are also reported from two deep wells in the 
northeastern part of Chouteau County. One of these, 15 miles north- 
west of Fort Benton, obtained gas in the Colorado shale at a depth 
of 300 feet. The other gas well is 10 miles north of Virgelle and 
was drilled to a depth of 800 feet. Details of the structure in the 
vicinity of these borings are not known. 

o 
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STRUCTURE OF THE VICESBURG-JACESON AREA, MISSIS- 
SIPPI, WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO OIL AND GAS. 



By Outer B. Hopkins. 



INTRODUCTION. 

Many facts have combined to lead the people of Mississippi to 
believe that oil and gas may be found in that State, among them 
the extensive development of the oil and gas fields in Louisiana ; the 
situation of the State between the Appalachian fields and those of 
the coastal region; the supposed indications, such as gas seeps and 
iridescent films resembling oil found on stagnant pools of water; 
and finally the results of the work of so-called " oil experts," who 
have located "streams" of oil crossing the State. Though the 
Tnited States Geological Survey does not consider these reasons 
ccmclusive, others of a general geologic nature are considered worthy 
of investigation and of sufficient significance to justify the hope 
. that the oil and gas pools of the Coastal Plain may not be confined to 
Louisiana and Texas but may extend eastward into Mississippi. 
The presence in that State of beds which are of the same geologic 
age as those that bear oil in Louisiana, which are similar in compo- 
sition to those beds, and which were deposited under similar condi- 
tions, and the possibility of finding rock folds here like those of 
that region, are considered significant. 

It has been shown that the inclination or dip of the beds of rock, 
commonly called geologic structure, is the most potent factor in in- 
fluencing the accumulation of oil in commercial pools. Consequently 
the study of the attitude of the rocks of thQ region and the location 
of rock folds, particularly arches (anticlines) and domes in the beds, 
leads to the location of areas in which oil and gas are most likely 
to be present. Such a study is of value to the oil prospector in that 
it makes possible the separation of favorable from unfavorable areas, 
and increases his chance ef^iccess. It should be understood, how- 
ever, that any drilling outside of proved territory is in the " wildcat " 
class, even though the wells are drilled on anticlines, for other con- 
ditions, which can not be detected at the surface, may prevent the 
accumulation of oil and gas. 
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The object of this report is to show which of the areas in west- 
central Mississippi that were examined by the Survey are considered 
favorable and which unfavorable for the accumulation of oil, to 
discourage drilling in the unfavorable localities and thus to aid 
those interested in making conclusive tests to determine the presence 
or absence of oil and gas in the region. 

Examination of the geologic structure in this region shows that 
sands corresponding to or possibly identical with those of northwest 
Louisiana dip deeply beneath the younger formations which com- 
pose the surface rocks, and that the rock beds in this region are simi- 
lar to those in northwest Louisiana. The most pronounced fold is 
found near Jackson, and this fold appears more promising for 
wildcat testing with the drill, because if oil or gas are present this 
structure is more favorable for their accumulation. Other folds, one 
near Vicksburg and another near Eldorado, also invite tests. It 
must not be forgotten, however, that the formations carrying the 
oil sands in the Caddo region are here much more deeply buried, 
and that the sands in this deeper part of the Mississippi embayment 
may contain water instead of oil and gas. 

fieijD work. 

The field work for that part of this report which deals with the 
area near Vicksburg was begun by O. C. Matson, E. H. Finch, and 
the author in March, 1915. In June the work was extended north- 
ward and eastward by the author from Vicksburg to Satartia and 
along Big Black Eiver from Bovina to Bentonia, thus completing the* 
work on the area covered by an advance notice given to the press 
September 1. In October and November, 1915, the author spent five 
weeks in extending the work eastward to include the region near 
Jackson. 

The field work consisted largely of tracing out diflPerent beds of 
the Vicksburg limestone, which were used as keys to the structure, 
and determining the elevations of these beds at different places. 
Other beds, both above and below the Vicksburg limestone, were used 
locally to determine the dip and the general structure, although only 
those within the limestone formation itself could be traced accurately 
from place to place throughout the area. Because of the hardness 
of the middle limestone member of the Vicksburg, and consequently 
because of its better exposures, its top was used as the datum for 
the structure contours. The different parts of the Vicksburg have 
persistent features by which they can be clearly recognized, and, as 
the distance between them is known, the elevation of the top of the 
limestone may be estimated at places where it is not exposed. As the 
dip of the beds is slight, at few places greater than 60 feet to the 
mile, it was necessary to determine its elevation with considerable 
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accuracy. Elevations above sea level were accepted as determined 
by the United States Geological Survey in the Vicksburg, Jackson, 
Florence, and Raymond quadrangles ; by the United States Coast and 
Geodetic Survey along the line of the Alabama & Vicksburg Rail- 
way from Brandon to Edwards; by the War Department along the 
east bluflf of Yazoo River from Redwood to Satartia; and by the 
Agricultural Department along Big Black River from Bentonia 
south to Bovina. In the region east of the Big Black, the elevations 
of outcrops were determined almost exclusively from level lines run 
by plane table from the nearest bench mark. Some leveling was done 
in this way west of the river, but most of the work there was done 
with an aneroid barometer. This method is fairly reliable and was 
considered necessary, for the outcrops lay in deep, densely thicketed 
hollows along the bluffs of Big Black and Yazoo rivers, and it would 
have been impossible to complete the work within the time and money 
available if level lines had been run to them, and as the elevations 
were known at almost all pointsr along the river valleys at the foot 
of the bluffs the elevations determined by the aneroid could be checked 
within a short time, before changes in atmospheric pressure could 
affect the results. Elevations in the area between Big Black and 
Ya^oo rivers were not important, as few significant exposures were 
found there ; some were determined, however, with an aneroid, which 
was carried between two bench marks and error eliminated by com- 
parison with the barograph records of the United States Weather 
Bureau at Vicksburg. 
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^-Hilgard, R. W., Report on the creolofry and agriculture of MiRStmiippl, 1860. 
' Crider, A. F., Geology and mineral resources of Mississippi : U. S. Geol. Survey Bull 
283, 1906. 
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liOCATION OF THE AREA. 

The area discussed in this report covers about 30 townships, or 
1,080 square miles, and includes the greater part of Warren and 
Hinds counties, the southern parts of Yazoo and Madison counties, 
and the western part of Rankin County, in west-central Mississippi. It 
is roughly rectangular, 40 miles long and 25 miles wide, and extends 
from Vicksburg eastward a short distance beyond Jackson. Vicks- 
burg lies in its southwestern comer and Jackson occupies an east- 
central position within it. It is boimded on the west by Yazoo and 
Mississippi rivers, and is traversed roughly from north to south by 
Big Black and Pearl rivers in its western and eastern parts, re- 
spectively. (See PL VIII, in pocket.) The Alabama & Vicksburg 
Railway crosses the area from east to west in its south-central part ; 
the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley Kailroad runs north and south 
through Vicksburg in its western part ; and the Illinois Central and 
the Gulf & Ship Island railroads cross its eastern end through 
Jackson. 

TOPOGRAPHY. 

The topography of the Vicksburg-Jackson area is no more diversi- 
fied than that of other areas in the Coastal Plain where the maximum 
relief does not exceed 300 feet, the maximum elevation above sea level 
is not greater than 500 feet, and where there are only slight differ- 
ences in the hardness of the rocks. The main features are the broad, 
flat valleys that cross the region in general from north to south and 
the interstream areas, which in the western part of the area are much 
dissected and have angular topographic features and in the eastern 
part are flat or rolling plains. 

The elevation of the broad river bottoms increases from west to 
east ; that of Yazoo River is about 100 to 110 feet, of the Big Black 
130 to 150 feet, and of the Pearl 260 to 280 feet. The hills between 
the Yazoo and the Big Black rise abruptly from the river bottoms 
to elevations of 250 to 350 feet above sea level. This area is deeply 
dissected by small streams that have carved into it an intricate system 
of deep hollows and steep ridges, which are characteristic of the 
loess that covers it and hides the underlying rocks. 

East of the Big Black the loess becomes thinner and disappears 
and the rough country gives place to the broad, flat or rolling 
"prairie" lands of the Jackson clay. These rolling lands, which 
have a general elevation of 350 feet, prevail in much of this area but 
give way along the line between Hinds and Madison counties to the 
rough hilly country which forms the divide between Pearl and Big 
Black rivers. The hills that form this divide have a maximum eleva- 
tion of about 475 feet and are outliers of high terrace deposits, of 
sands of the upper part of the Jackson formation, and in a few 
places, of Vicksburg limestone. 
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GEOIiOGY. 

STBATIGSAPHY. 
FORMATIONS PRESENT. 

All the rocks of the Vicksburg-Jackson region are sedimentary in 
origin and relatively young, the exposed rocks ranging in age from 
Claiborne (Eocene) to Recent, as shown in the upper part of the 
following table. The formations below the Claiborne will be reached 
in deep drillings. 





Section of formatioM in Tickshurff-.Tackson area. 


System. 


Series. 


Group or forma- 


Thickness. 


Character. 




Recent. 


Alluvium. 


Feet. 


Sand, day, and silt along present streams. 






Qoatenury. 


Pleistocene. 


Loess and yellow 
loam. 


0-100 


Clay, fine gray to buff, caloaieous, and 
yeUow to brown loam. 




Alluvia] terrace de- 
poslU. 


O-T^) 


Sand, gravel, and clay. 




PUooene. 


Sand and gravel. 


(M» 


Terrace sand and gravel. 




OUgocene. 


Catahoula sand- 
stone. 


o-7r, 


Unconsolidated sands, sandstones, gray 
siliceous clay, and some llgnltio mate- 
rial. 




Vlcksburg lime- 
stone. 


80-130 


Marl and day abo^*e, containing marine 
shells; limestone and Impure limestone 
and marl below. 


Tflrtlarj. 


Eocene. 


Jackson forma- 
tion. 


250-500 (?) 


Sand above, cross-bedded, green to vel- 
lownonfossiliferous; gray day weather- 
ing black below and sand beds at base. 
Both dav and sand beds contain ma- 
rine shdls. 






600-1,000 


Marls, sands, llgnltio clays, and lignite 
above; quartxite, day stone, and marl 
bdow. 






850-1,500(7) 


Lignitic days and sands, with sand pre- 
dominating in middle part. 




Upper. 


Midway group. 


lOO-^OO 


Clay, dark gray to black, and micaceous 
sandstone, with hard limestone and 
sandy marl bdow. 




Ripley formation. 


50-300 


Sands, days, marls, and impure lime- 
stones of marine origin. 


CrataoHxis. 


Selma chalk. 


000-1,000 


Chalky limestone with argHlaoeous and 
sandy beds. 




Eutaw formation. 


300-100 






Tuscaloosa for- 
mation. 


100-aoo 


Irregularly bedded sands, clays, and 
gravels, containing day and llgnitio 
layers at top. 
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Of these formaticms the loess and the Jackson underlie by far the 
greater part of the area, and the Vicksburg and Catahoula forma- 
tions and terraoi sand and gravel smaller areas. The Claiborne 
occurs in a very small area near Jackson. The lower formations, 
with the possible exception of the Wilcox, have not been penetrated, 
so far as known, in this area. 

CLAIBORNE GROUP. 

The only beds of Claiborne age in this area are exposed near the 
northeastern part of Jackson in the bottoms of some small branches. 
Good exposures are found along Moodys Branch, in the S. i sec. 35, 
T. 6 N., R. 1 E., and along another small branch a mile farther north- 
east in the SW. J sec. 25 of the same township. These exposures 
consist of green micaceous sand and clay containing streaks and 
scattered particles 'of comminuted vegetable matter. Hilgard^ says 
that " at the penitentiary well, after passing through 32 feet of sur- 
face material and fossiliferous strata of the Jackson age, lignitic 
clay was penetrated for 418 feet, after which a bed of shells 20 feet 
thick, extremely rich in greensand, was passed through into water- 
bearing sand.'' T. W. Vaughan ^ considers that the lignitic sand and 
clay intervening between the marine fossiliferous Jackson and the 
marine Claiborne occupy precisely the stratigraphic position of the 
Cockfield formation of Louisiana and applies that name to them here. 

JACKSON FORMATION. 

The weathered outcrops of the Jackson formation cover probably 
half the eastern part of the area and form the dark-colored sticky 
soil which characterizes so much of it Its type locality is in and 
near the city of Jackson where, for such a soft, easily eroded mate- 
rial, it is well exposed. On lithologic grounds Lowe' has divided 
the formation into three members, called by him Moodys Branch 
marl, Yazoo clay, and Madison sand, which are clearly recognized, 
although it is questionable whether the "Madison sand" properly 
belongs to the Jackson or to the overlying Vicksburg. 

The lower division, the Moodys Branch marl of Lowe, is so called 
from its exposure in a branch so named in the eastern edge of Jack- 
son. Here it is composed of a dark-green to yellow glauconitic 

^HllKard, E. W., Report on the geology and ajrrlcnlttire of MIftRlf«fltppl« p. 123, 1860. 

•WllUs, Bttlley, Index to the stratigraphy of North .\morica : U. S. Geol. Survoy Prof. 
Paper 71, p. 738. 1912. 

" Lowe, K. N., Mississippi, its geology, geography, soils, and mineral resources : Missis- 
sippi Geol. Survey Bull. 12. p. 81, 1015. 
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sandy marl, containing an abundant marine fauna, and has a thick- 
ness of 25 feet, according to Lowe.^ 

The marl of Moodys Branch grades upward into the typical gray 
to yellow calcareous plastic clay, which is in places a clay marl, and 
has a total exposed thickness of about 80 feet at Jackson. This 
lithologic division of the Jackson outcrops in numerous small expo- 
sures along roadsides and streams over a wide area, and in the bluff 
at Yazoo City there is 120 feet of bluish-green fossiliferous marly 
clay containing gypsum in the upper part. Similar material, con- 
taining beds of fine-grained micaceous clay marl, outcrops at inter- 
vals for a distance of 15 miles south of Yazoo City, and 75 feet of 
similar material occurs in a hill 1 mile southeast of Satartia. This 
wide belt of outcrop suggests a considerable thickness if the dip is 
mdform; but as the beds do not dip uniformly here, no reliable esti- 
mate can be made. Some records of wells in the southwestern part 
of the area indicate a thickness of 350 to 500 feet for this division. 
(See well log, p. 120.) 

These beds of clay have a marked tendency to slump or creep, as 
is well shown in the bluffs at Yazoo City and in any railroad cuts 
which expose this material, as those just south of Cynthia. When 
fresh these clays and clay marls are bright green to bluish green, 
massively bedded and jointed, as shown in a deep hollow half a 
mile northeast of Mechanicsburg. In vreathering they form a lumpy 
or hackly clay of yellowish to brownish-yellow color and finally make 
a dark, sticky soil, which covers large areas in Hinds and Madison 
counties. 

These clays grade imperceptibly upward into the " Madison sand," 
which is nonfossiliferous. The gradation of these sands into the 
marine Jackson below and Vicksburg above and the absence of 
fossils make it difficult to detennine to which formation these non- 
marine beds belong. From the lithology and from a consideration 
of this small area only a line of separation could be drawn best at the 
small lignitic bed below the base of the fossiliferous Vicksburg. In 
the absence of definite information regarding the age of these sand 
beds, the usage in previous reports will be followed in considering 
them Jackson, although the evidence presented under the heading 
"Vicksburg limestone" (see p. 103) seems to indicate that the upper 
part, at least, is Vicksburg in age. 

» Op. clt., p. 81. 
43767*— 16 2 
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The following sections show the general nature of the beds between 
the marine Jackson and Vicksburg formations: 

Partial sections of Jackson and Vicksburg formatUm%. 
I Forest Hffl Schori. 6} mllM MvthwMt •€ Jackson. 



Ft In. 

Limestone, pure, white, partly weathered 8 

Limestone or marl, soft, sandy, containing hard nodules 

and marine shells 3 

Clay, gray, sandy, nonfosslUferous, containing lime nodules 

now altered to challs 4 

Sand, pure quartz 8 

White chalk layer 1 

Sand and clay, gray, laminated 4 

Streak of earthy lignite 2 

Clay, drab, sandy 6 

Sand, medium to fine grained, containing thin ferruginous 

and clayey layers 6 6 

Sand and clay, laminated, cross-bedded 2 

Sand, hard, cross-bedded, containing some thin clay laminie 
above and numerous thin platy layers of ferruginous 

sandstone throughout 12 6 

Same as preceding bed ; sand green when fresh and yellow 

when weathered, thick be<Uled below and thinner above— 25 6 
Clay, drab, sandy, grading downward Into typical Jackson 
clay with plastic gray calcareous clay of Jackson forma- 
tion below 10 

125 5 
Itocky Hill Ghordi, 10 miles nortli of Jackwni. 

Limestone, In hard and soft layers 25 

Sand, massive, yellow 4 

Clay, brown, carbonaceous, gypsiferous 1 

Sand, micaceous, and numerous thin clay layers 12 9 

Sand and small amount of clay 4 

Sand, micaceous, and numerous thin clay layers 7 4 

Sand alternating with thin clay beds 19 6 

Sand, hard, yellow, and little clay 8 3 

Sand, argillaceous, becoming dominantly clayey below 16 1 

Clay, slightly sandy above, grading to plastic gray clay of 

Jackson type below 27 6 

125 5 

These sand beds are well exposed in fresh condition at two locali- 
ties, one in the northwestern part of the area and the other in the 
southeastern, and they have been found to be closely similar. In 
the southern part of sec. 15, T. 4 N., E. 1 E., 3^ miles south of Plain, 
there is exposed below a 6-inch bed of hard lignite, which occurs 
near the base of the fossiliferous Vicksburg, 30 feet of thinly lam- 
inated, micaceous, highly cross-bedded, non fossiliferous sand, which 
is green when fresh and weathers to a rusty yellow color; it is car- 
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bonaceous above but is less so below and is underlain by a bed of 
stiff gray clay in the creek bottom. In a deep ravine near S. T. 
Dilley's house, 1 mile north of Phoenix, there is exposed 30 to 40 
feet of bluish-green micaceous sand, thin carbonaceous streaks, 
grayish-green clay, and laminated sands and clays containing much 
comminuted vegetable matter. This section differs from the one 
south of Plain in the presence of more vegetable matter and clay. 
Here silicified wood is very abundant, and numerous trunks and 
fragments of trees may be seen in place. At the outcrop of these 
beds along Pearl River silicified logs are abundant in the river bed. 
The thickness of this sand member differs from 60 to 80 feet in 
this area. 

VICKSBURG LIMESTONE. 

The type locality of the Vicksburg limestone is in the bluffs near 
the city of Vicksburg, where almost its entire thickness is exposed. 
It is composed largely of limestone and marl, which represent the 
latest marine deposits in the area. From the area south of Vicks- 
burg outcrops of this formation are found at intervals for a distance 
of 30 miles in a north-northeasterly direction along the east bluff of 
Yazoo River almost to Satartia ; here the outcrop changes its course 
and crosses the State into Alabama in a fairly uniform southeasterly 
direction, with the exception of a U-shaped bend to the south around 
Jackson. The formation is thin and consequently its outcrop is nar- 
row, but owing to the presence of relatively hard limestone beds near 
its middle part it outcrops at numerous places and can be readily 
traced across the area, except where it is covered with loess. 

The following section shows the relationship of the Vicksburg to 
the Jackson below and the Catahoula above: 

Composite section of Vicksburg Hniestone and parts of adjacent formations as 
shown near Vicksburg and along bluffs of Yazoo Rivtr. 

Catahoula sandstone: 

Exposed near pesthouse, Vicksburg : Feet. 

22. Sandstone, medium grained, white, differing in 
induration from soft to quartzitlc, Interbedded 

with gray siliceous clays 20 

21. Clay, gray, and soft sandstone layers; clay is 
deep blue when fresh and weathers through 
greenish to gray, in part plastic and in part 

highly siliceous 35 

Vicksburg limestone : 

Exposed in bluff at WaltersvlUe near Vicksburg : 

20. Sandy clay, chocolate-colored, fine grained, car- 
bonaceous, nonfossillferous 20 

19. Sand, fine grained, laminated, nonfossillferous 6 

18. Marl, glauconitic, and soft marly limestone with 
some sandy,' argillaceous layers; contains ma- 
rine shells 35 
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Vicksburg limestone — Continued. 

Exposed at Haynes Bluff: Feet 

17. Limestone, hard, brown, ferruginous 5 

16. Limestone, hard and soft layers interbedded 17 

15. Limestone, soft, marly, blue when fresh and gray 

to yellow when weathered 4 

14. Limestone, hard, containing few fossils 3 

13. Limestone and marly limestone, marine shells 
abundant; where exposed in bed of streams 

causes small falls 17 

12. Clay, dark grayish green ; contains marine shells, li 

« IL Shell marl, carbonaceoits, arenaceous 3 

10. Shell marl, sandy; at top' of lower falls very fo»- 

siliferous 3 

Exposed near southern edge of E. A. Archer's property 
near Eldorado: 

9. Clay, carbonaceous, nonfossiliferous a 10 

8. Sand, green, calcareous ; contains marine shells 4 

7. Concretionary limestone layer with shells abun- 
dant 1 

6. Sand 2 

5. Shell rock, coqulna 1 

Jackson formation : 

Exposed near soutliern edge of E. A. Archer's property 
near Eldorado : 
4. Shale, brown, carbonaceous, with thin sandy 

layers 11 

3. Sand, medium grained, orange to yellow 12 

2. Sandstone, ferruginous 2 

1. Shale, green, sandy, and sand interlaminated 5 



2171 

The conditions at the close of the marine Vicksburg were very much 
the same as at the beginning, as the carbonaceous beds both above and 
below indicate. The small streaks of lignite at the base of the marine 
Vicksburg show that swamps existed immediately preceding the 
transgression of the sea, which caused the deposition of the limestone 
above. Although this change in many places is abrupt, there seems 
to have been continuous deposition or at least no interval of erosion 
from Jackson into Vicksburg time, and while shallow-water and non- 
marine deposits were forming here, farther east in Alabama marine 
conditions continued without a break.* 

At the close of the Vicksburg the conditions were similar to those 
at the beginning. The withdrawal of the sea led to the formation 
of carbonaceous clays and sands, which gradually gave place to the 
siliceous clays and sandstones that compose the Catahoula formation. 
Thus deposition is believed to have been continuous from the Vicks- 
burg into the Catahoula. 

1 Smith, E. A. The underground water resources of Alabama, p. 19, Alabama Geol. Sur- 
vey, 1907. 
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The Vicksburg may be conveniently divided into four parts. Its 
basal beds consist of dark-colored, in places highly carbonaceous, 
fossiliferous sand and clay, which grade upward into sandy marl 
and are separated from the nonfossilif erous sands below by a thin but 
fairly uniform bed of carbonaceous clay or lignite. These beds are 
20 to 25 feet thick in the bluffs along Yazoo Kiver and thin out to the 
east, so that in the vicinity of Jackson the limestones above rest 
directly on unfossilif erous sands and clays below. (See sections at 
Forest Hill and at Kocky Hill, p. 100.) This apparent thinning 
is doubtless due to the fact that these beds become more sandy and 
unfossiliferous to the east and thus appear to represent the top part 
of the sands below. In other words, part at least of the sand beds in 
the sections near Jackson are of Vicksburg age and were laid down 
contemporaneously with the lower fossiliferous beds along Yazoo 
Eiver. 

Above the fossiliferous sand, clay, and marls there are limestones, 
impure limestones, and marls interbedded in layers from 1 to 3 feet 
thick, forming numerous small bluffs. The harder beds of lime- 
stone are semicrystalline; the marly beds are soft when first ex- 
posed but harden on drying. Both the limestone and the marl are 
more or less glauconitic and are bluish gray when fresh, but weather 
to gray or yellow. These beds are the most easily and definitely 
recognized of the entire section in the region and have been used 
as the basis for structure contours. The thickness of this limestone 
unit decreases from 85 or 45 feet in the western part of the area to 
about 30 feet in the eastern part near Brandon and along Pearl 
Eiver below Jackson. 

This limestone unit is overlain by dark-gray micaceous sandy marl, 
shell marl, and some chalky limestone layers. It is less calcareous 
above and more argillaceous and in places carbonaceous. The thick- 
ness of this calcareous fossiliferous unit is 30 to 35 feet along the 
Yazoo bluffs and decreases to about 15 feet in the vicinity of Jack- 
son. This marl is bluish or greenish when fresh and is usually some- 
what glauconitic. Owing to its softness it weathers readily and is 
well exposed in few places. 

In the western part of the area the marl is overlain by 5 to 10 
feet of fine gray argillaceous sand, which is nonfossiliferous and 
which is succeeded by 20 to 25 feet of chocolate-colored fine-grained 
sandy clay, which grades upward into the gray siliceous clays of the 
Catahoula formation. To the east this unit thin^ so that on Big 
Black River near Edwards it is not over 18 feet thick. Beyond 
Pearl River, on the Gulf & Ship Island Railroad (see section, p. 104), 
the fossiliferous marls are immediately overlain by the gray, siliceous 
clays, characteristic of the Catahoula formation. Along the river 
south of Byram, however, the section is in every way similar to that 
farther west. (See section, p. 104.) ^ I 
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This upper nonfossiliferous unit is tentatively considered part of 
the Vicksburg because the fossiliferous beds at the top of that for- 
ma£ion grade into this material and are interbedded with it. The 
dividing line is placed at the top of these beds, where they are in 
contact with typical Catahoula clay, although there are similar beds 
of carbonaceous clays and sands within that formation. 

The thickness of the Vicksburg limestone decreases from 120 or 
130 feet in the western part of the area to 80 or 100 feet in the east- 
em, due largely to the thinning of the lowest division. 

The character of the individual beds of the upper division of the 
Vicksburg formation is shown in the following sections : 

Partial section of Vicksburg limestone along south side of Wansley Bend on 
Pearl River in west-central part of sec. 36, T. 4 N„ R. 1 TT. 

Clay, carbonaceous, nonfossUiferous, in part massively 

bedded. Ft in. 

Marl, green, glauconitic; contains marine shells 5 6 

Limestone, hard, nodular, Irregular layers 6 

Marl, green, glanconltic, weathering gray to yellow 3 

Limestone, hard ledge 9 

Limestone, soft, or marl 1 1 

Limestone, hard ledge 1 6 

Marl, green, glauconitic 6 

Limestone, hard letlge 1 6 

, Limestone, soft, chalky * 3 

Clay, light colored 6 

Marly limestone, light bluish green ; marine shells abundant- 3 

Marl, clayey in lower part .• 2 6 

Limestone, hard ledge • 1 6 

Limestone, soft, marly 1 

Water level in Pearl River. 

31 4 

A more detailed section of the beds which compose the limestone 
unit of the Vicksburg formation is given below : 

Section of Vicksburg limestone on Qulf A Ship Island Railroad, ii miles south- 
east of Plain, Miss. 

Ft. In. 

Clay, gray, plastic, nonfossiliferous, weathering yellow 8 

Clay, plastic, containing white chalky layers and concretions, 
light tan when fresh and dark brownish when weathered ; 

marine shells abundant 5 6 

Marl, light yellow, sandy ; contains marine shells 4 6 

Limestone, chalky, and marl, white to yellowish in color, con- 
taining abil^dant small w-hite lime concretions 2 

Shell bed, slightly indurated 4 

Marl, ferruginous, sandy, containing hard limestone no<lules 
and abundant fossils 1 
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Ft In. 

Shell bed, orbitoides, pectens, and the like 6 

Marl, sandy ; shells abundant, especially in lower part 1 6 

Limestone, soft 2 3 

Limestone, hard ledge, with irregular base 2 3 

Limestone, medium soft 2 

Limestone, soft, marly 1 

Limestone, hard 1 6 

Shell marl, soft - 2 3 

Limestone, hard 1 

Limestone, soft, shelly * 3 4 

Limestone, hard ledge, light colore<l 2 9 

Marl, soft, sandy ; contains marine shells ; concealed below 1 6 

43 2 
CATAHOULA SANDSTONE. 

The nonmarine sandstones and clays of the Catahoula formation 
underlie the southern part of the area and cross it in a general south- 
easterly direction parallel to the outcrop of the Vicksburg limestone. 
The type locality of the Catahoula is not far south of Vicksburg, in 
Catahoula Parish, La., opposite the exposures at Grand Gulf, from 
which the formation was formerly named, and practically duplicates 
them. The lower 25 to 50 feet of the Catahoula consists largely of 
bluish and greenish siliceous clays, which weather gray and are 
interbedded with soft white sandstones and plastic clays. Higher 
the formation consists of clays like those below — sandstones, quartz- 
ites, carbonaceous clays, and thin beds of lignite. 

Tliese materials do not extend over large areas as continuous beds 
but occur as disconnected lenses. The sands range in induration 
from almost loose materials through sandstones to dense quartzites, 
their hardness depending on how firmly the sand grains are cemented. 
The cement consists of white, opaque silica, which stands in sharp 
contrast to the translucent quartz grains and is a characteristic 
feature of the formation. Much of the so-called clay is composed 
largely of finely divided silica. 

Section of Catahoula sandstone along road one-half mile west of Byram. 

Clays, dark, carbonaceous. Feet. 

Sandstone, bluish white, soft, and clay with some hard layers- 20 

Clay, siliceous, and sand, partly concealed 20 

Sandstone, hard, white 3 

Sandstone, thin betls, separnteil by gray clay 2 

Clay and sand, gray to yellow 10 

55 
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Another section of the Catahoula, which shows its range in lithol- 
ogy, is as follows: 

Partial section of Catahoula aandstoney sec. 19, T, 5 JV., R. 1 W., 11 miles west 

of Jackson. 

Hilltop. Ft In. 

Sand, fine, gray, containing thin clay layers 5 

Sandstone, hard, medium grained 8 

Sand and clay, hard, yellowish gray 1 6 

Sandstone, medium fine graine<l, micnceous, cemented with 

opaque silica l 2 

Clay, hard, carbonaceous, siliceous 1 

Clay, hard, gray, siliceous 20 

Lignite, impure 4 

Sand, gray, argillaceous 1 2 

Sandstone, hard, fine grained; containing gray siliceous 

clays at foot of hill 1 



32 8 



Only the lower part of the formation is exposed in this area, and 
where it occurs the structure is generally low and not favorable to 
accumulation of oil and gas; therefore this formation is not likely 
to be penetrated by the drill in testing the area. 

SAND AND GRAVEL. 

After the deposition of the Catahoula sandstone there was a period 
during which no sediments were laid down in this region and those 
that had been formed were gently folded and extensively eroded. 
Upon this eroded surface gravel and sand were laid down when the 
land surface was relatively much lower than now. Small remnants 
of one of the high terraces capped by these materials are now found 
in the eastern part of this region at an elevation of almost 500 feet 
above sea level. As the country was gradually uplifted and eroded 
other terraces were formed at progressi^'ely lower levels, and the 
wearing away of the upper terraces yielded a large part of the 
material for the lower ones. 

The scattered remnants of terrace gravel, together with the 
weathered outcrops of some of the older sandy formations, were 
formerly classed as " Orange sand " by Hilgard,^ who considered this 
material to represent a mantle of surficial deposits spread over the 
older rocks. Later the formation was more restricted and renamed 
" Lafayette." ^ Still closer study has led to the separation of most 
of that part of Hilgard's formation and also of the "Lafayette" 

^ Hllgard, E. W., Report on the geology and agriculture of Mississippi, pp. 5-46, 1860. 

■G. C. Matson has recently applied the name CItronolle formation to the upper terrace 
deposits of Pliocene ape. (MntRon, G, C, and Berry, E. W., The Pliocene Cltronelle forma- 
tion of the Gulf Coastal Plain and its flora : U. & Geol. Survey Prof. Paper OS-U 1916.) 
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which represented the oxidized outcrops of the older formations from 
the true terrace sands and gravels, which in many places they closely 
resemble. In this region the weathered outcrop of the sands between 
the marine Vicksburg and Jackson formation commonly resembles 
the sandy terrace deposits. 

These terrace deposits, which are progressively younger from the 
highest to the lowest, are composed of orange or yellow, medium to 
coarse grained sand and gravel and irregular layers and pebbles of 
clay. The gravels average probably an inch in diameter, but some 
are as much as 3 inches or more. They consist largely of fairly 
angular chert pebbles and of less numerous well-rounded quartz 
pebbles. The chert pebbles contain many fossils which show clearly 
that they came from the area of Paleozoic rocks to the north or 
northeast. The deposits range in thickness in this area from a few 
inches to 60 feet or possibly more. 

The gravel is most abundant on high hills, as the upper terrace 
deposits were less sandy and contained a greater amoimt of coarse- 
grained material than the lower ones. Gravel beds of considerable 
extent occur at many places along the bluffs of Yazoo Biver, near 
Champion Hill, a few miles northeast of Edwards, and north of 
O'Neal schoolhouse near Tinnin. At a number of places these gravel 
beds are worked for road metal. Large exposures of sandy terrace 
deposits are found along the road one-third mile south of McRaven, 
ane one-half mile south of Taylorsville; orange-colored sand more 
than 50 feet in thickness is present. 

LOESS AND YELLOW LOAM. 

"f he loess is the most conspicuous formation in the western part 
of the Vicksburg-Jackson area and hides the older formations over 
a large part of it. Its western limit is the east bank of Mississippi 
and Yazoo rivers, where it has its maximum thickness of 50 to 100 
feet. From this region it orginally spread east, diminishing in thick- 
ness and covering both hills and valleys for a distance of 15 to 20 
miles. 

The loess is a gray or buff calcareous material composed largely of 
fine sand and containing lime nodules and snail shells; the yellow 
loam is less calcareous and in part coarser grained and does not con- 
tain fossils. The loam is more variable in composition than the loess 
and in places contains a large amount of medium-grained sand. It 
underlies the loess. The loess forms smooth, almost vertical ex- 
posures; the loam forms equally steep slopes but develops a but- 
tressed or crenelated appearance and on further weathering shows a 
roughened, cracked surface which differs from that of the loess. The 
loess gradually disappears a few miles east of Big Black Kiver ; the 
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loam, however, is well developed where the loess disappears and ex- 
tends, though diminishing in thickness, 5 to 10 miles farther east. 
The loess gives rise to a peculiar topogi-aphy (see p. 96), which is 
characterized by steep slopes and irregular drainage. Old roadbeds 
are in places entrenched 40 to 50 feet in it where the roads descend 
from the hills to the valleys, and in cough country the roads are 
worn to an even grade by traffic and running water acting on the 
homogeneous material. The loess shows very faint lines of stratifi- 
cation, if any, and appears to consist of a uniform mass of fine dust- 
like material. In many railroad cuts it shows distinct lines parallel 
to the surface configuration, which appear to represent a feature of 
surface weathering. 

The loess is believed to be a wind-blown deposit, which was 
brought up from extensive mud flats that bordered the Mississippi 
below its bluffs during the glacial and interglacial stages and spread 
over the bluffs to the east of the river. 

STBUCTUBR 
GENERAL FEATURES. 

The general structure of the Gulf Coastal Plain is simple. A series 
of beds slopes gently southward and passes successively deeper and 
deeper beneath more recent deposits toward the coast. This general 
dip toward the coast is interrupted by local steepening or flattening 
and in a few places by a reversal in direction. These irregularities of 
dip, which are of greatest significance in the accumulation of oil and 
gas in valuable pools, are well illustrated in the Vicksburg-Jackson 
area. 

The principal structural features of this area are the Jackson anti- 
cline, the Vicksburg monocline,^ and the Eldorado monocline. There 
are other features which are small, irregular, and not well outlined. 
The two monoclinal folds are believed to be older than the Jackson 
anticline, which has interrupted their eastern extension. These 
structural features are post-Catahoula in age and probably in large 
measure earlier than the highest terrace deposits. 

METHOD AND ACCURACY OF REPRESENTATION. 

Structure may be thought of as the surface form of a single stra- 
tum of rock, including its upfolds, or anticlines, and its downfolds, 
or synclines. The shape and location of such folds are best repre- 
sented on a map by contours, or lines connecting points of equal ele- 

iThe term monoollno here Blpnlfles the downward bond and tilted portion of ft flerlefl of 
approximatoly liorlzontnl bods. A scries of such monoclines produces step folds with struc- 
tural terraces between tbem. 
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ration on the stratum taken for reference, which in the area here con- 
sidered is the Vicksburg limestone. On the accompanying map the 
lines are drawn at intervals of 20 feet and are marked with the ele- 
vation above sea level of the top of the hard middle limestone mem- 
ber of the Vicksburg. It is evident that the lines of different eleva- 
tion will be close together where the rocks dip steeply and far apart 
on gentle slopes, and the dip is from the contour with the higher 
number to the adjoining one with a lower. Thus contours represent 
both the direction and rate of dip. 

The hard limestone near the middle of the Vicksburg formation 
(Nos. 17 to 13 in the section, p. 102) was chosen as the datum of ref- 
erence, or key rock, because it contains the most clearly recognized 
and easily traced beds in the region. Elevations were taken on all 
the outcrops of this limestone in the area, and where the outcrops are 
numerous the structure is definitely determinable and is outlined 
with solid contour. Where so represented the contours are believed 
to be correct within 10 feet. Where exposures of the limestone are 
far apart, and where other less well-defined beds were used for ref- 
erence and the interval to the limestone calculated, broken contours 
are used. Finally, where the data were still less reliable the brok^i 
contours are questioned. In general, it is believed that the unques- 
tit)ned broken contours are correct within 20 feet. Although much 
of the structure is outlined by broken contours, there are enough 
solid ones to show that the structure is essentially as represented. 

JACKSON ANTICLINE. 

The city of Jackson is situated near the center of a broad, gentle 
fold, which shows a domelike arch in cross section from northwest 
to southeast, and a terrace-like form from northeast to southwest, 
as shown on Plate VIII. Near the southwestern and southern parts 
of the anticline the dips are steepest, as much as 60 to 70 feet to 
the mile; and in the northwestern and southwestern parts the dips 
are gentle, at a rate of 30 feet and less per mile. The northern extent 
of this fold has not been determined, and as Hilgard ^ has stated the 
beds are at least as high at Jackson as at Canton, 25 miles farther 
north. The beds are nearly horizontal in the intermediate area, 
but have possibly a slight northerly dip. Thus the fold is more 
strongly developed here than farther north, even if it continues 
beyond the area mapped. This development of the fold necessarily 
follows from its transverse position with regard to the dip of the 
beds which, if the deformation were equal at both ends, would make 
the elevation of the beds lower on the south. 

From a short distance north of Jackson there is probably a slight 
dip northward toward Madison Station, although the exposures are 

1 Hllgard, E. W., Geology and agriculture of Mississippi, pp. 128-129, 1860. 
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not sufficient to determine its amount. This dip is evident from the 
presence of lower beds at Jackson than are exposed in the ai^ea to 
the north. Just where the southerly dip observed at Jackson flattens 
and is reversed in direction can not be accurately stated, but it is cer- 
tainly only a short distance north of town. 

The anticline is represented on the accompanying map (PL VIII) 
as more flat topped than it really is, because it is not possible, with the 
information available, to locate accurately the contours above 460 
feet. That the fold in the area rises above that level is proved by 
the presence of the middle clay member of the Jackson at such an 
elevation on the hills that if the interval between its top and the top 
of the limestone be added the limestone would lie at about 500 feet. 
This proves that the fold is at least that high, but how much higher 
can not be stated, because the clay is uniform in lithology, and no 
key beds have been recognized in it. 

There are two minor folds shown on the sides of the anticline that 
are of interest — one at Forest Hill School, which seems either to 
parallel the axis of the major fold or to be a cotitinuation of it, and 
the other near Plain. Both are shown by slight deflections of the 
contour lines. The continuation of the one near Plain as a cross fold, 
passing northwest near Jackson, would account for the beds there 
being higher than farther north. 

The general dip beyond the southern limits of the area contoured is 
southerly at the gentle rate of about 20 to 30 feet to the mile. 

VICKSBURG AND ELDORADO MONOCLINES. 

The folding west of Big Black River is much less pronounced and 
in a different direction from that near Jackson. Here the rocks are 
only slightly disturbed from their normal position, and, instead of 
having a general southerly dip over the entire area, the dip is accentu- 
ated at two places, forming monoclinal folds. In the intermediate 
area the rocks are practically horizontal, forming a structural ter- 
race. Both these folds are more pronounced to the west, and they 
lose their individuality east of Big Black River in the long, gentle 
slope which forms the west limb of the Jackson anticline. 

The downward bend of the strata which forms the Vicksburg 
monocline extends from Vicksburg northeast past Bovina to Big 
Black River, as outlined on Plate YJJl. From this place the strata 
dip southward at an average rate of 18 feet to the mile, and the Vicks- 
burg limestone gradually disappears under the overlying Catahoula 
sandstone. 

North of this fold the beds remain flat for about 10 miles, forming 
a broad structural terrace which has a slight upwarp near its middle 
part. Beyond this level stretch the beds bend upward for a few 
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miles, forming the Eldorado monocline and flatten again. The 
crest ^ of this monocline extends from a point near Eldorado post 
office southeast toward Cox Ferry on the Big Black, where it is ob- 
scured by other folds to the east. (See PL VIII, in pocket, for exact 
location.) At the west end of the fold, as mapped, the dip to the 
south is about 25 feet to the mile from the crest of the monocline, 
and north of it the dip gradually lessens and the beds become hori- 
zontal and remain so to a point beyond Phoenix. The east end of 
the monocline is less pronounced and is obscured by other gentle folds 
to the east 

There are no exposures of the key rock in the area between Big 
Black and Yazoo rivers, and the contours are drawn across this area 
in the most direct way. The Vicksburg and Eldorado monoclines 
do not end abruptly at the bluffs on the east side of Mississippi and 
Yazoo rivers, but their western continuation can not be shown be- 
cause of the absence of exposures in that direction. 

MINOR STRUCTURAIi FEATURES. 

A. fold of unknown form and magnitude is suggested by the con- 
tour lines near Brownsville. The exposures in that area have not 
been sufficiently studied to determine the exact character of the fold- 
ing, which, however, may not be worth further investigation imless 
the main structures here outlined prove to be productive. 

Another irregularity in the general dip of the rocks is found near 
Champion Hill. The Vicksburg limestone is exposed at about the 
same level near this station as it is 5 miles southwest on Jackson 
Creek, IJ miles above the place where it empties into Bakers Creek 
and 3J miles south-southeast of Edwards. The exposures here are 
not sufficient for an exact determination of the structure, which is 
believed to have the form suggested on the map (PI. VIII, in pocket). 

Near the middle of the broad structural terrace between the Vicks- 
burg and Eldorado monoclines there is a low, gentle rise which dies 
out to the west and forms a projecting anticline from the larger fold 
to the east. The location of this anticline i§ only approximately 
shown, because of the absence of exposures over the area. 

FAULTS. 

Breaks in the strata, called faults, are not believed to be common 
in this area, and evidence of only two has been found; one occurs on 
Richland Creek, 5 miles southwest of Brandon, and the other on 
Pearl River, below Jackson. 

^The line along which approximately horizontal strata arc bent downward to form a 
monocline is callod the crost of the monocilnc. It is analogous to the axis of an anticline. 
The position of such a line is diflferent for each successive stratum. In this report the loca- 
tion of the crest is determined from obser\'ation8 on the top of the hard limestone of the 
Vicksburg. 
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One-half mile down Richland Creek from the crossing of the 
Brandon-Florence road a thick bed of Catahoula sandstone crosses 
the creek and dips at a high angle to the north. This outcrop is 
between two exposures of the Vicksburg on the same creek and 
appears to represent a part of the Catahoula exposed in the bluff of 
the creek near by. Its abnormal dip is believed to be due to a fault. 

At Richmond Lake Bluff on Pearl River, 5^ miles by air line below 
Jackson, a prominent exposure of bluish calcareous clay with thin 
layers of earthy limestone of Jackson formation dips at the abnormal 
rate of 5°-6^ S. This steep dip appears to continue for some distance 
downstream, and in the NW. 1 NW. i sec 10, T, 4 N., R. 1 E., near 
the upper end of Steamboat Bayou, 30 to 40 feet of the overlying 
sand is exposed. Here the river bottom contains numerous silicified 
logs, which appear to have weathered out of the sand, a bed in 
which they are abundant. Around the bend to the east the under- 
lying gray calcareous clay is again found, thus suggesting that the 
abnormal dip above mentioned is due to an eastward-trending fault 
which has a downthrow on the north side that brings the " Madison 
sand" into contact with the underlying clay (Yazoo clay of Lowe). 
As further evidence of this break, one-third mile below the supposed 
fault a long exposure in the west bank of the river shows a number 
of small faults which have throws of a foot or less, with the down- 
throw on the north side. These faults are clearly shown by a thin 
layer of limestone in a clay bed. The general dip here is about 
normal. 

POSSIBIUTIES OF OHi AKD GAS. 

GENEBAI. CONSIDEKATIONS. 

The occurrence of oil and gas in commercial quantities depends 
on a number of factors, among which may be mentioned condi- 
tions favoring the formation of oil or gas, the presence of a porous 
stratum, or " sand," between two impervious layers to act as a reser- 
voir, and favorable structure for accumulation. 

Although it has been said that 'Hhe best indication of oil is a 
little oil," there are a number of the important fields in this country 
which showed no trace of oil prior to the tapping of the productive 
sand by the drill. This was true of the Caddo, De Soto and Red 
River, and Corsicana fields and, with the exception of salt domes, 
seems to be particularly true of Coastal Plain fields, where the gentle 
folds have not been greatly faulted, and where the soft shale and 
clay may seal those faults that are present so as to prevent leakage. 
Thus the lack of seeps of oil can not be used as a proof of its absence 
in the underlying strata. Drilling, moreover, has not been deep 
enough to throw any light on the subject, for nowhere in this area 
or in the neighboring region has even the horizon of the shallowest 
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oil-bearing formation of northwest Louisiana been reached. Thus 
the absence of direct evidence here, and the distance from the nearest 
productive fields in northwest Louisiana, leaves this question im- 
solved, although the similarity in the geology of the two regions 
encourages the belief that oil may occur here. 

The presence of a porous stratum to serve as a reservoir for the 
accumulation of the oil is practically assured, as sands approxi- 
mately the equivalent of those that are productive in Louisiana, the 
Eipley and Tuscaloosa, are known to dip under this region, although 
their depth and nature here are imperfectly known. 

The structures here described, though not so pronounced as they 
are in some parts of the productive Coastal Plain fields, are more 
pronounced than in others, and in many ways similar to them. The 
Jackson anticline is believed to contain the most favorable area for 
the accumulation of oil and gas because of its similarity to anticlines 
in northwest Louisiana. Although it is not possible to point out as 
accurately as desired the most favorable locality on this fold for 
testing; a well located anywhere on it inside of the 460- foot contour 
would have a better chance of success than the average wildcat well 
located without regard to structure. 

MOST PBOMISINa ABEAS POB FBOSFECTINa. 

The prominent structural features of the area, as described under 
the heading "Structure" (pp. 108-112), are the Jackson anticline 
and the Vicksburg and the Eldorado monoclines. The most favorable 
areas for oil and gas accumulations lie in these folds, as stated in the 
following paragraphs. 

JACKSON ANTICLINE. 

As shown on Plate VIII (in pocket), the Jackson anticline is a 
broad, gentle, semicircular fold from which the rocks dip in three 
directions. Its northern extension is not known, and neither is the 
shape of its top, a feature of special significance in connection with 
the location of favorable areas for prospecting. The reasons for 
believing it is not as flat-topped as indicated on the map have been 
given. A gentle rise of the strata from the south edge of Jackson for 
about 2 miles north and the presence near the north edge of town of 
beds lower than any exposed farther north suggest the culmination of 
the fold near that place. 

In the absence of definite knowledge regarding the exact form of 
the top of this fold there are two possible interpretations which are 
worthy of consideration because of their bearing on the possible accu- 
mulation of oil and gas: Either the fold has a well-defined axis from 
which the rocks dip gently but probably at an increasing angle or the 
top of the fold is flat and without a well-defined axis, and the dips 
become flatter above the 460- foot contour. 
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The evidence seems to indicate that the fold has a fairly well- 
defined axis, and that the anticline along this indefinite line is 
much higher than 460 feet If minor folds cross this inferred 
axis, such cross folds would be eminently satisfactory as places to 
test the structure, for it is not believed that there are any synclines 
on the fold deep enough to trap the oil or gas and prevent migration 
to them. The best chance for success appears to be near the supposed 
axis, where the anticline is believed to be highest and where there is 
a suggestion of such a cross fold, as near the north edge of Jackson 
in sec. 34 or 26, T. 6 N., E. 1 E. 

If the fold is flat-topped and the dip becomes decidedly flatter 
above the 460- foot contour, a favorable place to drill would be near 
this contour and at a place where the dip on the flank of the fold is 
shown to be steepest, as near Forest Hill School and near Clinton. 
A well about half a mile inside this contour and near these two places 
would probably be favorably located to test these areas and should at 
least make a showing if there are accumulations of oil or gas in the ^ 
vicinity. Such tests might be made in the SW. i sec. 14, T. 6 N., 
R. 1 W., near Forest Hill, and in the NE. i sec. 29, T. 6 N., R. 1 W., 
near Clinton. 

VICKSBURO MONOCLINE. 

Oil accumulates in areas where there is a change in the rate of 
dip and under structural conditions similar to those shown to exist 
along the Vicksburg monocline, as outlined on the map (PL VIII, in 
pocket). This monocline extends from the southern edge of Vicks- 
burg northeastward past Bovina to Big Black River near Askew 
Bridge, where it merges into the western slope of the Jackson uplift. 
The crest or upper axis of this fold parallels and practically coin- 
cides with the 120-foot contour, as the beds are flat north of it for 
a distance which is considerably greater at the western end than 
at the eastern. As the structure is more definitely located and is 
probably more pronounced at the western end, the most favorable 
location for prospecting is near Vicksburg and on or close to the 
crest of the monocline, which represents as accurately as can be 
shown the location of the downward bend of the strata. A belt a 
mile wide on each side of this line represents, according to the best 
information available, the location of possible productive territory. 

ELDORADO MONOCLINE. 

The Eldorado monocline is similar to the Vicksburg monocline 
in general features, though it differs principally in that it extends 
south of east instead of north of east. The crest of this fold, which 
represents the most favorable territory for prospecting, extends 
from a point near Eldorado toward Cox Ferry on Big Black River. 
Like the Vicksburg monocline, it shows larger dips at its west end, 
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as mapped, and offers more favorable conditions there for oil or gas 
to accumulate. This area probably could be tested best by wells lo- 
cated along the crest of the monocline, as shown on the accompany- 
ing map (PL VIII, in pocket), near Eldorado, for instance, in sec. 35 
or 36, T 9 N., R. 6 W. Unless good indications of oil or gas were 
obtained from a well here, further prospecting on this monocline 
would probably not be justifiable. 

DEPTH TO POSSIBLE OIL AND GAS BEABING FOBHATION& 

A list of formations into which the rocks of the Vicksburg- Jackson 
area have been divided is given in the table on page 97. Of these 
the upper part of the Claiborne and overlying formations are known 
at the surface and are described on pages 97*108. The formations 
below the Claiborne are known from well records and surface out- 
crops outside of this area. The best available information as to the 
character and thickness of the different formations is summarized 
in the table on page 97, but for the benefit of the driller this informa- 
tion is elaborated in the following pages. The formations will be 
discussed in the order in which they are penetrated in a well, so that 
they may be followed and compared easily with the well record. 

The following table shows the succession of formations of north- 
west Louisiana and their approximate equivalents in Mississippi. 
The correlation here suggested is true in only the most general way, 
as these formations, especially those of the Cretaceous, represent dif- 
ferent time intervals at different places in Mississippi. 

Partial section of Cretaceous and Tertiary formations of Mississiptn and 

iMuisiana. 



Geologic age. 


Klssisslppf. 


Northwestern Louisiana. 




Claiborne group. 




Eocene. 


Wfloox group. 


WIloox formation. 




MMiniy group. 


Midway formation. 




Ripley formation. 


Arkadelphiaclay. 
Nacatochsand. 


Upper Crata- 
oeaus.a 


Selmacbalk. 


Marlhrook marl. 
Annona chaUc. 
Brownstown marl. 




Eutaw formation. 


Eagle Ford clay. 




Tuacaloosa formation. 


Woodbine sand. 



a The correlations here suggested were made by L. W. Stephenson, who states that they are approxl- 
ly tme if a section along an east-west line through Okalonu, Chickasaw County, Miss., Is compared 
the 



wiih that of northwest Louisiana. 
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In Louisiana oil and gas are found in the Nacatoch, in the upper 
part of the Eagle Ford, called the Blossom sand member, and in the 
base of the Eagle Ford or in the Woodbine sand, the reservoir of the 
deep oil and gas of Caddo Parish. The corresponding formations in 
Mississippi, the Kipley, Eutaw, and Tuscaloosa, are the most prom- 
ising formations of the Vicksburg-Jackson area, not only because 
they are of approximately the same age as the productive formations « 
of Louisiana and were deposited under similar conditions but also 
because they are composed largely of sand and are therefore capable 
of storing oil and gas. 

In the oil fields of northwest Louisiana the Wilcox outcrops^ and 
the productive formations are nearer the surface than in this area, 
where the Jackson and Vicksburg formations outcrop. In the vicin- 
ity of Jackson the Claiborne is near the surface, and is exposed over 
a small area. At its outcrop farther to the northeast it has an esti- 
mated thickness of about 500 feet and across Mississippi River in 
Louisiana it has a thickness, based on well records, of about 1,500 
feet. This shows a rapid rate of thickening in that direction and 
indicates that this formation is considerably thicker at Vicksburg 
than at Jackson. In well records these beds are distinguished with 
difficulty, on the basis of their lithology, from the Wilcox beds be- 
low. The marine character of the Claiborne, as shown by the pres- 
ence of fossil shells, and the generally nonmarine character of the 
Wilcox, however, should make the separation possible, even in well 
records. In its upper part the Claiborne consists of lignitic clays 
and sands, which are reported to have a thickness of 418 feet at 
Jackson (see p. 98) ; below are marine marls and calcareous sands 
and finally several hundred feet of sandstones, quartzites, and clay 
stones. The Claiborne contains fresh water in the neighboring area 
to the north and will probably be found barren of oil and gas here. 

The Wilcox has been reached probably in only one well in this 
area — in the well at the Edwards House in Jackson. This well has 
a depth of 1,446 feet and yields a strong flow of salty water with a 
small showing of gas. So far the Wilcox has not yielded oil and 
gas in commercial quantities, but it has made showings of gas at a 
number of places and should be carefully watched when being drilled 
through. Its thickness is variously estimated from 850 to 1,500 feet, 
but it is probably not greater than 1,000 feet. Its upper and lower 
parts are very similar in composition and consist of lignitic clay 
and some sand ; its middle part is dominantly sandy. In the region 
near Jackson the depth to the base of the Wilcox is estimated to be 
about 2,000 to 2,500 feet. 

Below the Wilcox are the marine beds of clay, sandstone, lime- 
stone, and marl of the Midway group, which have a thickness of 
several hundred feet. In drilling these beds should be distinguished 
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from the overlying Wilcox by the difference in the rocks and by the 
presence of marine fossils. The composition of the Midway is such 
that it should serve "well as an impervious cap for the Ripley sands 
below. 

The Bipley formation contains large amounts of sand at its outcrop, 
and though its composition in this area is believed to be similar, it 
may be represented here by chalky limestone similar to that com- 
posing the Selma chalk. If found to contain sand it should be thor- 
oughly tested, as it represents approximately the horizon of the Naca- 
toch sand, which yields the shallow gas and heavy oil in northwest 
Louisiana. It can probably be reached in' the vicinity of Jackson 
between 2,500 and 3,000 feet. 

Below the Eipley is the Selma chalk, which is roughly the equiv- 
alent of the " chalk " of northwest Louisiana and is similar to it in 
character. It should be an easily recognized formation in wells, as 
it differs strikingly from the formations both above and below. This 
formation has a measured thickness of 930 feet in a well at Living- 
ston, Ala., where it consists of sandy and argillaceous chalky limestone. 

The Eutaw formation, which lies below the Selma chalk, is com- 
posed chiefly of sand in the area of its outcrop and is believed to 
retain this sandy character in the Vicksburg-Jackson area, at least 
sufficiently to furnish a reservoir for the accumulation of oil and gas. 
Unless the overlying formations in this area are thinner than expected 
the Eutaw is the deepest formation that can be reached easily by the 
drill, if, indeed, it is not beyond easy reach. On the basis of the 
estimates referred to above it will be reached near Jackson at about 
3,500 or 4,000 feet. This formation is in part th6 equivalent of the 
Eagle Ford formation of Louisiana and may contain beds which 
are of the same age as the deep oil and gas bearing beds of that 
region, although the Eutaw is generally considered somewhat younger 
than the Eagle Ford. 

The estimates given above apply to the vicinity of Jackson ; at the 
Vicksburg and Eldorado monoclines the depths to the various forma- 
tions are greater, probably as much as 500 feet or even more, owing to 
the presence of higher beds of Jackson and Vicksburg age and to the 
thickening in that direction of the Claiborne and possibly also the 
Jackson. The depths in the valley bottoms at the Eldorado mono- 
cline are somewhat less, about 80 feet, than at the Vicksburg monocline, 
if there is no variation in the thickness of the underlying beds between 
the places. At best these estimates are only approximations, as they 
are based on somewhat uncertain estimates of the thickness of the 
formations at their outcrop some distance away. As it seems more 
likely that the formations increase in thickness from their outcrop in 
this direction rather than decrease, the maximum depths were esti- 
mated so as to allow for a moderate amount of thickening. 
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SUGGESTIONS TO DBILLEBa 

That a single hole is not suflScient to condemn any considerable 
area around it has been demonstrated in the history of a number of 
oil fields, particularly in those in which there are minor structural 
features and local variations in thickness and porosity of sands, 
which cause the productive area to be " spotted." However, as deep 
drilling is expensive, a wildcat well should be so managed as to give 
the gi'eatest amount of information, not only as to the presence or 
absence of oil under a particular tract of land, but as to whether the 
general underground conditions are favorable to the occurrence of 
oil in that vicinity. 

To test this area adequately a deep hole must be drilled, and the 
hole should be bailed to test all the sands that are promising. This 
will require a large initial hole in order to accommodate successively 
smaller casings. The sands of the Bipley and Eutaw formations 
should be most carefully watched and tested by bailing, for a hole 
full of water heavily charged with mud may obscure or entirely 
hide traces of oil. Even a trace of oil in this area, which is so far 
from productive territory, may be of great importance in deciding 
which is the most promising sand and whether further drilling is 
justified. 

An accurate log of the well should be kept, with samples of cut- 
tings from each 20 feet, or less if the formation changes. Fossil 
shells should be carefully preserved, with a record of the depth from 
which they were obtained, for study by a specialist. By this means 
the different formations penetrated may be recognized and the posi- 
tion and thickness of the sands, and their relationship to known 
productive sands, may be determined. This information may ai(J 
materially in locating small isolated pools or the presence of oil in 
other parts of the folds. 
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The following well logs indicate the general character of the 
formations in the Vicksburg- Jackson area: 

Log of weU of Ktmherly-Wing Co,, Cedars, Miss. 

[Layne & Bowler Co., contractor and driller. Completed Dec. 28, 1910.] 





Thickness. 


Depth. 


Top soil and n*d c-ifty , 


Ft. In. 
25 

10 
29 

8 8 

1 3 

3 

1 4 

1 3 

2 6 
1 9 

11 9 
1 10 

1 

2 9 
1 11 

10 
6 
8 

10 3 
4 

47 8 

40 
505 

106 

4 8 


Ft. in. 
25 


ViasburgUmestone: 

Bhio clay 


35 


Bn^d,*^, flnA . . _ ,, , ., 


64 


ROCV {Hmwton^} .... 


67 3 


Giimbb .' 


68 6 


Rock 


68 9 


Gumbo . . . r . . T . T , - - , - , . . - .... . . . . . 


70 1 


Rock 


71 4 


Gu^bo , ., .... 


73 10 


Rock 


75 7 


Gumbo , 


87 4 


Rock 


89 2 


Gumbo 


90 2 


Rock 


92 11 


Gumbo 


94 10 


Rock 


95 8 


Onmbo . - 


96 1 


Rock 


96 9 


Ouinbn . _ 


107 


Rock 


107 4 


Gumbo i 


155 


Jackson formation: 

Aand. ftn« , - - _ . . 


195 


Oumoo 


790 


Claibome group: 

Sand 


806 


Gumbo . r , - r ,---,--,-,. .,-,.,.,.-,_ , . . 


900 8 
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Log of city voeU at Edwards, Misi. 
[Laync & Bowler Co., contractor and driller.] 



Thiokness. 



Depth. 



Red clay 

Vloksburg limestone: 

Bhieday 

Rock (Umestone) 

Soapstone. •» 

Rock (limestone) 

Soapstooe 

Rock (limestone) 

8oapstone 

Rock (limestone) , 

Soapstone 

Rock (limestone) 

Packed sand 

Rock (limestone) 

Packed sand 

jBckaoD. formation: 

Gumbo 

Sand, muddy, packed 

Soapstooe 

Gumbo, sandy 

Gumbo, blue 

Sand, dry, packed 

Rock, hard sand 

Sand, hard, dry, floating 

Gumbo 

Sand, hard, dry floating 

Gumbo , 

Undifferentiated Jackson and Claiborne: 

Sand 

Gumbo 

Sand 

Gumbo 

Sand •• 

Rock 

Sand 

Gumbo 

Claiborne group: 

Gumbo, chocolate-colored , 

Marl, brown , 

Sana rock 

Soapstone 

Sand. Bne, packed 

Gumbo, hard , sand y 

Sand rock, very hard 

Gumbo, sandy , 

Sand rock 

Gumbo, chooolate-cdored 

Sand rock 

Gumbo, sandy 

Sand, very hard, packed 

Sand, packed 

Sand, very hard, packed 

Clay.soCt, vellow , 

Sana, packed 

Clay, sandy , 



Ft. in. 


Ft. in. 


68 


11 


58 


11 


55 


6 


114 






8 


119 









121 









123 






8 


126 






4 


128 









131 






10 


132 






2 


130 






5 


146 









147 






6 


149 




32 


1 


181 




39 


5 


220 




as 


10 


• 247 




8 


9 


251 




41 


4 


292 




15 





307 




23 


10 


331 




19 


9 


351 




15 





366 




4 


7 


370 




9 





379 




339 


10 


719 




4 


6 


723 




21 


9 


745 




4 





749 




79 


8 


829 




4 





833 




2 





835 




3 





838 




27 


10 


866 




33 


6 


899 




18 


6 


918 




1 





919 




10 





929 




16 


5 


944 




47 


10 


992 




23 


5 


1,015 




15 





1,030 




le 


6 


1,047 




1« 


8 


1,064 




46 


4 


1,110 




3 


8 


i;il4 




13 


7 


1,127 




19 


9 


1 147 




9 





1,156 




9 





1,165 




15 





1,180 




3 


5 


1,183 
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AN ANTICLINAL FOLD NEAR BILLINGS, NOBLE COUNTY, 

OKLAHOMA. 



By A. E. Fath. 



INTRODUCTION. 

INCENTIVE FOB INVESTIGATION. 

During February, 1916, gas was struck in small quantities at 
shallow depths in a well being drilled by the Mid-Co Petroleum 
Co. a few miles southeast of Billings, Noble County, Okla. As this 
discovery was made at a place more than 20 miles distant from any 
other known oil and gas development it has attracted considerable 
attention, which is justified by the presence of a large anticlinal 
fold, a type of structure that should be favorable for the accumu- 
lation of oil and gas. A description of the anticlinal fold and a 
discussion of the possibilities of developing an oil and gas field here 
are given in this brief report, which is based on a rapid examination 
of the region made late in February and early in March, 1916. 

LOCATION, ACCESSIBILITY, AND CULTITBE. 

The anticlinal fold to be described lies in the northwestern part of 
Noble Coimty, Okla. (See fig. 1, p. iv.) It may extend northward 
into Kay County, but the scarcity of rock outcrops made it impos- 
sible to verify this supposition in advance of sufficient drilling to 
determine the underground structure. 

The town of Billings, which is at the terminus of a branch line of 
the Chicago, Bock Island & Pacific Bailway running from Enid, is 
the nearest shipping point. Bliss and Bed Bock are near-by towns on 
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Bailway, which runs a short dis- 
tance east of the area shown on the accompanying map (PI. IX). 
Perry, the county seat of Noble County, is 9 miles to the south, at the 
intersection of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe and the St. Louis 
& San Francisco railroads. The region of the anticline can be 
reached from any of these towns. 

The surface of the area is in general a gently rolling prairie but 
is modified here and there by low escari)nients where the more resist- 
ant beds have withstood erosion better than the adjacent softer beds. 
The region is almost devoid of timber except along the stream 
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valleys. Most of it is under cultivation and it contains many good 
farms. The roads follow the section lines and most of them are 
sufficiently good for automobile travel. 

METHODS OF FIELD WOBK. 

For lack of time a detailed map of the entire region was not made, 
but it is believed that the more important anticlinal features were 
determined with considerable accuracy. The structure contours on 
the map (PI. IX) are based on elevations and locations determined 
by means of plane table, telescopic alidade, and stadia rod. Such 
structure contours show how the rock beds lie. They usually refer to 
some particular bed and represent the elevations or altitude above 
some datum plane at which this bed may be found. Where the bed 
has been worn away they represent the elevations at which it lay be- 
fore it was removed. The elevations shown on Plate IX are based 
on a bench mark established by B. F. Lewis, surveyor of Garfield 
County, at the southwest comer of sec. 19, T. 24 N., R. 2 W., and 
described as a spike in a telephone pole at the northeast corner of the 
road intersection, elevation 1,036.31 feet. This bench mark is based 
on the elevation of a United States Geological Survey bench mark 
at Enid, Okla. At several places where lack of time did not permit 
accurate plane-table determinations of strike and dip the approxi- 
mate strike and dip as observed by the writer are shown on the map 
(PL IX) by the ordinary strike and dip symbol. 

ACKNOWLEDOMENTS. 

The writer is indebted to many individuals and companies for 
information and suggestions, and desires to express especial obliga- 
tions to Valerius, McNutt & Hughes, Julius Fobs, Frank B. Van 
Horn, L. E. Trout, and the drillers of the Mid-Co Petroleum 
Co.'s well. 

GEOIiOGY. 

STBATIGBAFHT. 

The surface rocks of the region have an aggregate thickness of 
more than 150 feet and are predominantly shale, but include also 
sandstone and argillaceous limestone, all of Permian age. The posi- 
tion of these rocks in the Permian series is roughly estimated at 600 
to 900 feet above the horizon of the Neva limestone, which is gener- 
ally placed near the top of the underlying Pennsylvanian series. No 
single outcrop shows the complete succession of rocks exposed in the 
region, and hence to obtain the following stratigraphic section it was 
necessary to combine parts of the section measured at three localities. 
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Composite section of exposed rocks measured in the Billings region. 
Section cxpoMd in tlM NW. I mc 23, T. 23 N., B. 2 W. 

Ft. in. 

1. Sandstone, reddish brown, cross-bedded, ripple 

marked; thickness variable 3± 

2. Shale and thin sandstones, poorly exposed, prob- 

ably reddish to chocolate-brown in color 19 

3. Sandstone, reddish brown, thin bedded, poorly ex- 

posed 1± 

4. Shale, reddish chocolate-colored 5di 

5. Limestone, composed of angular limestone parti- 

cles 3 

6. Shale, gray; contains four thin limy layers In 

upper 2 feet 5 3 

7. Limestone, argillaceous, light gray 1 

8. o. Shale, gray to reddish chocolate-colored, about- 6± 
h. Shale, gray ; near middle contains a 4-lnch layer 

of concretions as much as 2 inches in diam- 
eter 3 9 

9. Limestone, argillaceous, light gray 2 

10. a. Shale, gray 1 

ft. Shale, mottled greenish gray and red, limy near 

top 5 

11. Limestone, argillaceous, light gray ; thickness vari- 

able - 6-10 

12. o. Shale, gray 4 

h. Shale, chocolate-colored 2 

13. Limestone, argillaceous, light gray 1 2± 

14. a. Shale, reddish gray 11 

b. Shale, reddish chocolate-colored; base not ex- 

posed 34- 

c. Poorly exposed; probably all shale 9± 

Section exposed in the NW. i sec 14, T. 23 S., B. 2 W. 

15. Sandstone, dark red, cross-bedded; contains plant 

remains; thickness variable 1-5 

16. a. Shale, gray . 6± 

b. Shale, maroon 1 

r. Shale, gray 5 

17. Limestone, argillaceous, light gray, thin lH^l(le<l; 

weathers out In small angular fragments 8 

18. Shale, graj% limy near top 9 

19. Limestone, argillaceous, light gray 3 

20. Shale, gray 3 

21. Limestone, argillaceous, light gray 3 

22. Shale, gray 6 

23. Limestone, argillaceous, light gray, rather mas- 

sive ; contains mud cracks 8 

24. a. Shale, limy, and argillaceous limestone ; in beds 

i Inch to 3 inches thick ; limestone light gray 

and shale dark gray 2 

b. Shale, not well exposed but probably gray 6 8 
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Ft in. 

25. Limestone, argillaceous, light gray; contains thin 

lenses of gray shale ; lowest bed 2J Inches thick 
and contains many shells of the blvalved crus- 
tacean (Estherea cf. E, minuta). At some 
localities this bed Is sandy 6 

26. o. Shale, gray to greenish gray—- 1 9 

b, Shalo, dark gray, almost black 9 

c. Shale, gray to yellowish gray 7 

27. Limestone, argillaceous, thin be<l(]tMl; weathers 

out In small fragments; contains thin lenses of 

gray shale 1 2 

28. o. Shale, dark gray 1 1 

b. Shale, gray, more resistant near bottom and top 

than In middle 2 6 

c. Shale, gray to greenish gray 5 8 

29. Limestone, light gray, thin bedded, weathers out 

as small slabs or plates; shows some cross and 

wavy bedding ; contains thin lenses of gray shale. 1 6 

Section cxpoMd In the NW. I mc 22, T. 23 S„ B. 2 W. 

30. a. Shale, yellov^ish gray 

5. Shale, mottled gi'ay and reddish gray 

c. Shale, bluish gray 

d. Shale, very limy 

e. Shale, gray l. 

/. Shale, niottletl greenisli gray and reddish brown 

g. Shale, gray, contains three thin limy layers, one 

7 inches, another 13 Inches, and the other 18 

inches below the top 

^ 7i. Shale, reddish chocolate-colored 

i. Shale, graj' 

/. Shale, very limy, light gray 

k. Shale, gray, contains one thii\ limy layer 3 

Inches above bottom 

I, Shale, reddish brown 

w. Shale, gray, base not shown 

154 6+ 

The three most conspicuous of these strata were used as key beds in 
determining the details of the structure. These key beds are No. 29 
of the section, which is the lowest limestone bed: Xo. 15, which is 
the sandstone bed near the middle of the section ; and Xos. 1, 2, and 3, 
the group of sandstones at the top. The structure contours on the 
map show the position and elevation of bed Xo. 29, the lowermost 
limestone, which is generally very thin bedded and weathers out as 
thin plates or slabs. AYhere these characteristics are not pronounced 
or the outcrop is poor the bod can usually be identified by the pres- 
ence of the less prominent but fopsiliferous limestone bed (No. 25) 
about 20 feet above it. The sandstone beds of the section usually 
form prominent ledges and can generally be distinguished from one 
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aDother. The lowermost bed of sandstone (No. 15) ranges in thick- 
ness from a few inches to 5 feet and can be distinguished from the 
upper bed by its association with the thin limestones beneath rather 
than by any inherent characteristics of its own. The upper sand- 
stones can be identified by the presence immediately beneath them of 
a considerable thickness of associated chocolate-colored shale. These 
associations are not uniformly persistent, but by a study of the sec- 
tion in the field the beds can usually be discriminated. 

STBUCTT7BE. 

GENERAL FEAITJRES. 

The rock beds of northeastern and north-central Oklahoma gener- 
ally dip to the west or the northwest, and in north-central Okla- 
homa the average dip at different places ranges from 25 to 50 feet 
to the mile. Wherever the dip to the west is typically developed the 
place is unfavorable for finding oil and gas. Oil and gas are more 
likely to be found at places where the rocks have been warped or 
folded and the beds either lie flat or dip to the east. The size and 
value of the more productive oil fields of Oklahoma depend almost 
directly on the areal extent of the folds and the amount of their dip 
to the east, and if these are here the controlling features, the anti- 
clinal fold herein described, which resembles that of the developed 
oil fields in Oklahoma, should be favorable to the accumulation of 
oil and gas in this region. 

The anticlinal fold in this area trends in general northeastward 
and occupies parts of at least Tps. 28 and 24 N., Rs. 1 and 2 W. 
As there are few outcrops its exact magnitude and extent can not 
be fully determined, but sufficient data are at hand to indicate its 
general shape and size. The scattered rock outcrops show that 
the anticlinal fold has at least two parts, an elongated dome to the 
southwest and a broad anticline to the northeast. 

THE DOME. 

Near the center of T. 23 N., R. 2 W^ the anticlinal fold is nar- 
rower and its sides are steeper than elsewhere, as is shown by the 
rock beds, which are excellently exposed here. This local feature is 
oval and may be called a short anticline or, preferably, an elongated 
dome. 

Unlike many other anticlines and domes in Oklahoma, whose 
forms can be determined only by painstaking work or by doubtful 
correlation of beds, this dome is so well exposed that it can be readily 
seen even by the layman. The structure can be observed to the best 
advantage by looking south and west from the northeastern part 
43d8i*— 16 2 
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of sec. 15, T. 23 N., R. 2 W. ; and by looking west, north, and east 
from the top of the escarpment near the center of the northern part 
of sec. 22 of the same township. From the first point of observation 
the crest of the fold may be seen near the nortii quarter comer of 
sec. 22, where the beds in the escarpment are practically flat. The 
dip to the east may be seen in the escarpment east of this crest and 
can be followed into the west side of sec. 14. From the second point 
of observation the thin limestone beds can readily be seen descending 
both to the east and the west from the crest of the dome. 

The highest part of the dome is in the south-central part of sec. 15. 
As before mentioned, the dome is oval and appears to extend south- 
westward into the SE. i sec. 21 and northeastward into the SE. i 
sec. 10. The southeast dip on the dome persists for at least a mile, 
and in this distance the beds descend in elevation more than 130 
feet. Exactly how far this dip to the southeast persists is not known, 
for the rock outcrops are insufficient to permit its determination 
farther. 

On the northwest side of the dome the beds dip away steeply for 
a mile or more before they resume the normally gentle westward 
dip of the region. 

The southwestern termination of the dome appears to be in the 
NE. i sec. 28, although this assumption could not be definitely proved. 
It seems probable that the sandstone which crops out in the road 
about a quarter of a mile east of the southwest corner of sec. 22 is 
the lowest sandstone bed (No. 15 of the section on pp. 123-124). The 
sandstone exposed a few hundred feet north of the south quarter 
corner of sec. 22 is almost certainly the highest sandstone bed (No. 1) 
of the section. Less certainly, but probably, the sandstone exposed 
in the center of the SW. i NW. i sec. 27 and the residual sand- 
stone near the center of the NE. J sec. 28 are from this same bed. 
Whether or not the slope of the surface in the SW. J sec. 22 and the 
SE. i sec. 21 represents roughly the position in which the under- 
ground rock beds lie (dip slopes) can not be certainly determined, but 
the position of the few scattered outcrops just mentioned seems to 
lend some basis for this assumption. 

The dip of the beds in the NW. J sec. 15 is almost north and indi- 
cates that the dome is lower in the northern part of this section than 
farther south. The structure here could not be exactly determined 
for lack of outcrops, but it is probable that a " low " or " saddle " in 
the anticlinal axis in this locality marks the northeastern termina- 
tion of the dome. 

THE ANTICLINE. 

The northern and apparently the larger part of the Billings anti- 
clinal fold can not be so fully nor so readily distinguished be- 
cause of insufficient rock outcrops. It is a broad fold at least 5 miles 
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wide and can be traced with certainty northeastward for about 7 
miles. It narrows abruptly at its southern extremity, where it is 
connected with the dome to the southwest by a ^' low " or ^ saddle." 
Its sides are poorly outlined by two belts of scattered outcrops — an 
eastern belt, in which the beds dip to the southeast and which extends 
from the SW. i sec. 23, T. 24 N., R. 1 W., to the NW. i sec. 16, T. 
23 X., R. 1 W., and a western belt, in which the beds dip to the west 
and which extends from the SW. i sec. 31, T. 25 N., R. 2 W., to the 
XW. i sec. 3, T. 23 N., R. 2 W. The eastern limit of the eastward- 
dipping beds was determined at but one place — in the SE. J sec. 22, 
T. 24 N., R. 1 W. On the northeast there are no outcrops that indi- 
cate the character and location of thajt end of the anticline. The axis 
of the fold is indistinctly indicated at one place ; it appears to cross 
sees. 30 and 31, T. 24 N., R. 1 W., in a northeasterly direction. 

In the belts of outcrops mentioned above, the beds exposed are 
the same as those in the dome to the southwest, and they can be 
recc^nized with comparative ease. The almost complete absence of 
rock outcrops in the northern part of T. 24 N., R. 1 W., leaves the 
attitude of the northeast end of the anticline a matter of conjecture 
only. Whether the beds north of sees. 22 and 23, T. 24 N., rise rap- 
idly and resume the normal westward dip, thereby terminating the 
anticline within this township, or whether they continue to strike 
northeastward and thereby extend the anticline to the township and 
county to the north can not be determined. The presence of the 
broad, silt-covered valley of Salt Fork River would appear to pre- 
clude any possibility of finding the northeast end of the anticline in 
the township on the north, as even the upland on the south contains 
practically no outcrops. 

In the area embraced by the two belts of outcrops that outline 
the southeastern and northwestern flanks of the anticline there are 
a few scattered outcrops that expose beds of shale and thin beds of 
sandstone. These were not traced from place to place, and their 
exact position with reference to the beds of the measured section on 
pages 123-124 is not known, but they lie below the limestone-bearing 
series shown in the section. The strike and dip at several of these 
outcrops are more or less apparent, and the writer's observations 
are shown on the map (PI. IX) by strike and dip symbols. An accu- 
rate determination of the strike and dip was made instrumentally 
in the SE. J sec. 31, T. 24 X., R. 1 W., and these are shown on the 
map by a few short contours. A dip of 18 feet in 500 feet, or at an 
angle of about 2°, was measured by hand level and pacing in a 
"wash" in the SW. i sec. 32, T. 24 X., R. 1 W. The direction of 
this dip was measured on a line trending S. 72° E. The exact strike 
of the beds was not determined. These observations, together with 
the attitude of the beds in the southeastern belt of outcrops men- 
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tioned above, indicate a dip to the southeast in a zone that averages 
more than three-quarters of a mile in width. This southeastward 
dip doubtless extends in both directions, but how far can not be 
determined. The amount of dip can also not be determined with 
any certainty. Estimates of the amount of dip to the southeast by 
different geologists would probably differ considerably. To the 
writer, 100 feet would be a low estimate ; he would rather consider it 
equal to or even greater than that of the east dip on the dome, which, 
measured at one place, was about 130 feet. 

The strong dip to the southeast observed in the SW. i sec. 82, the 
dip to the south measured in sec. 31, and the probable dip to the west 
observed in the east-central part of sec. 36 and the NE. ^ sec. 25, 
T. 24 N., R. 2 W., indicate that the crest of the anticline probably 
crosses sees. 80 and 81. 

The eastern limit of the easterly dip was determined at one place, 
in the southeastern part of sec, 22, T. 24 N., R. 1 W., for in sec. 23 
of the same township the dip is to the west. The axis of the syncline 
thus formed by the convergence of eastward and westward dipping 
beds can probably be followed southward, but the poor outcrops in 
this locality would necessarily make the work slow and uncertain. 

A study of the structure contours shows that the anticline pitches 
to the southwest. The rise of the anticline to the northeast may 
produce either a broadening or a flattening of the structure in this 
direction. If it flattens, the northern extension of the dip to the 
east may terminate in T. 24 N., R. 1 W., and the beds may there 
resume their normal dip to the west. If the anticline does not flatten 
but continues northeastward, it probably extends northward to T. 25 
N., R. 1 W. The drill will no doubt at some time furnish much 
of the information which is now lacking because of the absence of 
rock exposures. 

DEVEIjOPMENT. 

The well in which the original discovery of gas in the Billings 
region was made was drilled by the Mid-Co Petroleum Ca It is 
on the W. Hoover farm, near the center of the north line of the 
SW. i sec, 22, T. 23 N., R. 2 W., and is high on the dome. The 
mouth of the well is about at the horizon of bed 24 of the strati- 
graphic section given on pages 123-124. Up to May 8, 1916, drilling 
had reached a depth of about 1,570 feet. 

After the discovery of gas in the dome, the Humphreys Petroleum 
Co., according to press reports, started two wells ^ on the anticline. 
One of these is located on the Fred Murray farm, in sec 17, T. 24 
N., R. 1 W., and the other is in sec. 20, T. 24 N., R. 1 W. A depth of 
about 500 feet has been reported for the one in sec. 17. 

^ The reported locations of these weUs were received too late to be incorporated on 
Plate IX. 
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OHi AND GAS SANDS. 

The Mid-Co Petroleum Co.'s well, which is on the dome, has en- 
countered seven gas sands (see log on p. 138) at depths of 570-582, 
740-755, 830-^2, 860-870, 880-905, 1,027-1,047, and 1,476-1,545 feet. 
Each sand encountered increased the production, and, according to 
the trade journals, the well is now capable of producing several 
million cubic feet of gas a day. 

The Humphreys Petroleum Co.'s well in sec. 17, T. 24 N., R. 1 W., 
is reported to have struck a gas sand at a depth of 470 feet. Whether 
or not this gas sand is the same as the highest sand in the Mid-Co 
Petroleum Co.'s well is not known. 

The finding of gas sands in the Mid-Co well shows that the dome 
is favorable for the accumulation of gas, even at shallow depths. 
The quantity of gas found in the Humphreys test on the anticline 
was not reported. Its presence, however, is encouraging, and would 
seem to indicate that the anticline also contains paying quantities 
of gas. 

In any further discussion of the possibilities for finding additional 
oil and gas sand in this or any other region the relation of the area 
to all the near-by oil and gas producing region should be considered. 
Three such regions must be considered in relation to the Billings 
anticlinal fold. Located with reference to the Mid-Co Petroleum 
Co.'s well, they are the Blackwell oil and gas field, about 30 miles 
to the north ; the Ponca City oil and gas field, about 21 miles to the 
northeast ; and the area in which the Watchorn & Fortima Oil Co.'s 
gas wells were recently drilled, 23 miles to the east. 

The Watchorn & Fortuna Oil Co.'s first well, in so far as the well 
record (see p. 134) shows, encountered no oil and gas sands imtil it 
reached a depth of 1,990 feet. Twenty-five feet below this depth — 
that is, at a depth of 2,015 feet — it encountered its main flow, which 
yielded an initial production of over 35,000,000 cubic feet of gas a 
day. If this prolific gas sand extends northwestward it should have 
been penetrated by all the deep wells in the Ponca City field. As far 
as the writer is aware no prolific gas sand has been reported at Ponca 
City at a depth of 2,000 to 2,300 feet, where this sand should be 
iound. 

In the Ponca City field, northeast of the Mid-Co Petroleum Co.'s 
well, there are several shallow gas sands and three deeper oil sands, 
at depths of about 975, 1,330, and 1,550 feet. The two lower are the 
only productive oil sands.^ These oil sands or closely related sands 
are either barren or absent in the region of the Watchorn & Fortuna 
Oil Co.'s wells. Records of. two Ponca City wells are given on 
pages 134-136. 

^ Ohern, D. W., and Garrett R. B.» The Ponca City oil and gas field : OUIahoma Oeol- 
Survey BuU. 16, pp. 28-29, 1912. 
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In 1911 a dry hole was drilled on the 101 Ranch, in sec. 25, T. 25 N., 
R. 1 E., which is 3 miles nearer to the Mid-Co Petroleum Co.'s well 
than the Ponca City field. The log of the drilling is given on 
page 136, 

In the Blaqkwell field, in Kay County, north of the area here 
discussed, there are many gas sands, both shallow and deep, and one 
deep producing oil sand, from which some wells have had initial 
productions of over 1,000 barrels a day. Logs of two wells in this 
field are given on pages 137-138. The Blackwell field is 13 miles dis- 
tant from the Ponca City field. The two fields are similar in respect 
to the presence of numerous shallow gas sands. The oil sands of the 
Ponca City field are either gas bearing, barren, or absent at Black- 
well, where it might be expected that they would be found 100 to 
400 feet lower than at Ponca City. Similarly, the deep oil and gas 
sand at Blackwell is either absent or nonproductive in the wells that 
penetrate its horizon at Ponca City. 

As far as it has been developed, the dome in the Billings region 
is similar to the Ponca City and Blackwell fields in respect to the 
presence of numerous shallow gas sands. It appears, however, that 
the producing sands at Blackwell, at Ponca City, or in the Watchom 
& Fortuna Oil Co.'s wells, in sec. 33, T. 23 N., R. 3 E., and sec. 4, 
T. 22 N., R. 3 E., are not of the persistent type, such as the Bartles- 
ville and other sands found farther east in the State. Because of 
this apparent nonpersistency, especially of the more prolific oil sands, 
the probability that these particular sands will be productive in the 
Billings region seems small. However, the fact that the oil sands 
are more or less local in extent gives hope that local oil sands will 
also be found in the Billings region. 

If any of the producing sands at Blackwell persist southward into 
the Billings region and are there capable of producing either oil or 
gas, it is the writer's opinion, which, however, is not based on field 
work done between the two areas, that, unless there is a considerable 
change in the thickness of the beds in the intervening area, the 
sands should be found at practically the same depth with reference 
to sea level in the two fields, which appear to be almost in line with 
the regional strike of the rocks. In like manner the producing 
sands of the Ponca City field should lie 200 to 500 feet lower in the 
Billings region than at Ponca City, and the gas sand of the Wat- 
chorn & Fortuna Oil Co.'s wells should lie 300 to 600 feet lower. 

The areal extent of a commercial oil or gas pool depends directly 
on the richness of the sands and inversely on the depth at which 
the oil or gas is found. The deeper the sands the richer must the 
production be to put the wells on a commercial basis. The deepest 
known producing sands in north-central Oklahoma are in the Black- 
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well field, at a depth of about 3,300 feet. There is no apparent 
reason why oil or gas bearing sands may not exist in the Billings 
region at the same or even greater depths than at Blackwell, and for 
this reason a favorably located deep test well should be drilled there 
at some future time. If highly productive sands are found at shal- 
low depths such a deep test will naturally be deferred until it seems 
advisable to look for additional producing sands. 

RELATIVE VAIiUES OF THE PROSPECTIVB OHi AND GAS 

liANDS. 

The region discussed in this report is probably all under lease by 
oil and gas companies, and it is therefore believed that the dome and 
anticline will be thoroughly tested. The insertion here of any state- 
ment as to the value of different parts of the region for drilling 
will probably not seriously influence any plans for development, 
but inasmuch as this report is for the benefit, not only of geologists 
and oil and gas producers, but also of the general public and those 
unfamiliar with the interpretation of geologic structure with refer- 
ence to oil and gas, a few notes are given. It is a generally accepted 
fact that only the drill can determine the exact oil and gas value of 
any piece of land. For this reason the following discussion of land 
values must be tentative and suggestive only. It is based entirely 
on geologic structure and the fact that the rocks underlying the 
region are yielding commercial quantities of oil and gas in localities 
near by, these being the only factors governing the occurrence of 
oil and gas that can be determined by a study of the surface of the 
region. It must also be understood that other geologists may arrive 
at different conclusions from those here presented, and inasmuch 
as any such conclusions are more or less theoretical, all of them may 
carry equal weight. 

Until drilling has definitely demonstrated the relative value for 
oil and gas of the different land units in the field, the crests of the 
dome and the anticline must be assumed to be the most valuable. 
The land lying immediately adjacent to the crests ranks next to 
them in value. Farther from the crests, however, the value de- 
creases rapidly, being governed by the rate of dip and the distance 
from the crests. The greater the dip the greater is the correspond- 
ing decrease in value with increasing distance, and in the troughs 
of the neighboring synclines the lands theoretically have no oil and 
gas value. 

On applying the principles above given to the dome, it would ap- 
X)ear that the most valuable land on this structure is included in the 
NW. i sec. 22, the E. i NE. i sec. 21, the southeastern part of the 
SE. J sec. 16, and the SW. i and W. i SE. i sec. 15. The rest of 
sec 15, the northwest half of sec. 22, the northeast half of sec. 21, 
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tlie southeast half of sec. 16, the SE. i sec. 10, the southwestern part 
of sec. 11, and a small area in the western and northwestern parts of 
sec. 14 are to be considered as next in value. Outside of these areas 
the probable value of the land decreases rapidly as its distance from 
the central area increases. As the dip is greater on the southeast 
side of the dome, the value of the land in this direction decreases 
more rapidly than it does on the west and northwest flanks. 

The valuation of the land on the anticline is much more difficult 
than of that on the dome, because the rock outcrops on which the 
determination of structure depends are much fewer in number. If 
the dip of the rocks on the anticline corresponds to the dip of 
the rocks on the dome, the steeper dips should be found on the 
southeast side, a relation which places the crest nearer the eastern 
than the western margin of the anticline. The crest appears to be 
twice as far from the belt of rocks outlining the western margin of 
the fold (see p. 127) as from the similar belt on the east and probably 
crosses sees. 30 and 31, T. 24 N., E. 1 W., as indicated by dips in a 
few rock outcrops in that vicinity. The highest land values would 
probably be included in a strip about a mile wide extending from 
sec. 1, T. 23 N., R. 2 W., northeastward to sec. 16, T. 24 N., R. 1 W. 
This strip would include parts or all of sec. 1, T. 23 N., R. 2 W.; 
sec. 6, T. 23 X., R. 1 W.; sec. 36, T. 24 N., R. 2 W., and sees. 31, 82, 
30, 29, 19, 20, 21, 17, and 16, T. 24 N., R. 1 W. Land adjacent to 
this strip is promising territory, although not of equal value with the 
strip. Because of the greater dip on the southeast side of the anti- 
cline, land values decrease more rapidly in that direction than on the 
northwest side. To the northeast, where practically nothing can be 
determined as to the structure of the rocks, the values may also 
decrease. 

concijUSIons regarding the possibiuties of the 

FIRST THREE TEST WEIjIjS. 

In view of the fact that the original test well in this region is being 
drilled on the dome, interest naturally centers on this local structure. 
Though the well is not on the highest point of the dome, which is in 
the south-central part of sec. 15, yet it is believed that if it is drilled 
deep enough it will make a fair test of the dome. 

The anticline, because of its larger areal extent and possible 
greater dip to the east, may be more promising than the dome. 
The two wells being drilled by the Humphreys Petrolemn Co. ap- 
pear to be located on a favorable part of the anticline. Whether 
they are on the highest part of the anticline can not be determined 
because of the doubt as to the location and configuration of the anti- 
clinal crest. At the time this report was written these wells were 
not deep enough to base any definite conclusions on their findings. 
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The following detailed records of wells were obtained in the course 
of the investigation : 

Log of Mid'Co. Petroleum CoJs No, 1 well in the N, i SW. i sec. 22, T. 23 N.^ 
R. 2 W., near Billings, Okla. 





Thick- 
ness. 


Depth. 




Thick- 
ness. 


Depth. 


Earth 


Feet. 

6 
24 

4 
16 
10 
37 
13 

5 
20 
106 
10 
15 

4 
46 
10 

5 

8 
17 
10 
15 

8 

7 

26 
15 
15 
42 
28 
15 
25 
10 
12 
38 


Feet. 
6 
30 
34 
50 
60 
97 
110 
115 
135 
240 
250 
265 
209 
315 
325 
330 
338 
355 
365 
380 
888 
395 
420 
435 
450 
492 
520 
635 
660 
670 
682 
620 
625 


TT^rd s(iTld 


Feet. 
15 
56 
19 
25 
15 
10 
42 
23 
12 
18 
10 
14 
21 
10 
112 
20 

2 
17 
64 

6 
14 
20 
25 
23 
52 
30 
15 

1 

5 
76 
69 
25 


Feet. * 
640 


Lime '. 


Redrock 


696 


Sand 


Hard slate 


715 


Slate 


Redrock 


740 


Bedrock 


Clan s^nd 


755 


Blue slate 


Slate 


765 




SoH gray lime 


807 


Red rock 


Redrock 


830 


Slate 


Gas sand 


842 


Red rock 


Redrock 


860 


Whlteslate 


Hp.rd so-nd and gas 


870 


Red rock 


Redrock 7. 


884 


T.ime 


HSJdsCT.""?!'.*!".-.-.-.::::: 


905 


Red rock 


915 


Slate 


Redrock 


1,027 
1,047 
1,049 
1,066 
1 130 


Red rock 


Gas sand 


White slate 


Blue slate 


Red rock 


Sarid and Mme 


Soft slate 


Redrock 


Soft red rock 


Lime 


1,136 


Lime 


Redrock 


1,150 
1,170 
1,195 
1,218 
1,270 
1,300 
1,315 
1,390 
1,396 
1,400 
1,476 
1,545 
1,670 


S^Pd TO'^k r r 


First water sand; water salty. 
Slate 


Whiteslate 


Hard lime 


Lime 


Soft lime 


Redrock 


White slate 


Lime 


Red rock 


Brown slate 


Gray lime 


Lime 


Redrock 


Blue slate 


Hard slate 


Lime 


Gas sand 




Redrock 


Gas sand 


Blue lime 


Slate 
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Log oj the Watchom d Fortuna Oil Co.'i 101 Ratwh toell No, i, in the 8W. i see, 

33, T. 23 y., R, 3 E. 



Thlck- 



BepUi. 



Thick- 



Depth. 



R«dbed 

Sandstone 

Red bed 

Sandstone 

Red bed 

Lime 

Red bed 

Water sand , 

Lime 

Rod bed 

Water sand (hole filled with 

water) 

Lime 

Red mud 

Red bed 

Water sand 

Red bed 

Blue slate 

Red bed 

Lime 

Blue shale , 

Lime , 

Blue shale 

Red bed 

Water sand , 

Blue slate 

Blue shale , 

Red bed 

Blue shale 

Lime , 

Blue shale 

Water sand 

Red bed 

Blue shale 

Water sand 

Blue shale 

Water sand 

Blue shale 

Lime 

Blue shale 



Feet. 
40 
6 
6 

ao 

190 
2 

28 
5 
10 
10 



18 

5 
62 
10 
10 
20 
25 

6 
14 
10 
70 
10 
10 
10 
106 
16 
26 

6 
70 
10 
35 
65 
10 

5 
20 
30 

4 
26 



Feet. 

40 

45 

60 

70 

260 

262 

2Q0 

295 

305 

315 

350 

368 

373 

435 

445 

455 

475 

500 

506 

520 

530 

600 

610 

620 

630 

825 

840 

865 

870 

940 

950 

985 

1,040 

1,050 

1,055 

1,076 

1,106 

1,100 

1,135 



Lime 

Blue shale 

Lime 

Blue shale 

Gray sandy shale 

Llnie 

Sand 

Blue shale 

Sand 

Sandy shale 

Blue shale (streak water sand 

1,656) 

Hard sand 

Blue shale 

Red bed. 

Water sand 

Sand (shelly) 

Hard sand 

Blue shale 

Broken sand 

Blue shale 

Blue slate 

Hard lime 

Sandy lime 

Broken lime, sandy 

Hard lime 

Broken lime 

Broken lime, shelly 

Broken lime « 

Blue shale 

Sand 

Blue shale 

Sand; gas enooch to blow 

water out of hole 

Sand 

Broken sand 

Shell , 

Sand shelly, big 
Sand shelly, gas 



Feet. 



a. 


Feet. 


5 


1,140 


50 


1,190 


6 


1,195 


90 


1285 


30 


1,315 


4 


1,319 


16 


1,336 


65 


1,400 


25 


1,425 


25 


1,450 


120 


1,5T0 


5 


1,576 


106 


1,680 


10 


1,690 


15 


1,706 


15 


1,720 


5 


1,725 


5 


1,730 


25 


1,765 


35 


1,800 


10 


1,810 


6 


1,815 


15 


1,830 


30 


i;860 


5 
10 


l:IS 


20 


1895 


20 


1916 


20 


1,935 


25 


1,960 


30 


1,990 


5 


1,995 


5 


2,000 


12 


2,012 


3 


2,015 


5 


2,020 


20 


2,040 



Casing record: 15i-inch, 373 feet; 12^inch, 860 feet; 10-faich, 1,561 feet; 8}-lnch, 2,016 feet; 6i-iDch, 2,041 
feet. 

Log of 101 Ranch Oil Co.* 8 Flossie Running After Arrow well No, 16, in the 
W. i NE. i sec. 17, T. 25 N., R. 2 E. 



Thick- 



Depth. 



Thick- 



Depth 



Unrecorded . . 
Red rock.... 

Lime 

Red rock.... 
Shale, brown 
Lime, sandy. 
Red rock.... 

Lime 

Red rock — 

Lime 

Red rock 

Lime 

Red rock... - 

Lime 

Red rock 

Sand (gas)... 
Red rock — 

Lime 

Sand (gas)... 
Shale, sandy. 

Red rock 

Lime 

Slate, blue... 
Lime shells.. 

Lime 

Gray shale . . . 
Lime 



Feet. 
34 
56 
10 
120 
13 
14 
63 
10 
26 
31 
63 
14 
34 

4 
63 
30 
25 
73 
10 
22 
10 
50 
15 
72 
10 
43 

7 



Fcti. 
34 
90 
100 
220 
233 
247 
300 
310 
336 
367 
430 
444 
478 
482 
545 
675 
600 
673 
683 
705 
715 
765 
780 
852 
862 
9a5 
912 



Sandy shale 

Blue slate 

Sand (oil and gas) . 

Shale, gray 

Lime shells 

Shale, erav 

Limesnelfs 

Sandy shale 

Lime 

Blue shale 

Lime 

Red rock 

Blue shale 

Lime 

Sandy shale 

Sand foil) 

Sand (water) 

Shale, blue 

Lime 

Sandy shale 

Lime 

Brown shale 

Lime 

Brown shale 

Red rock 

Sand (gas) 



FetL 


FeA. 


13 


025 


45 


970 


24 


994 


41 


1,035 


15 


1,050 


50 


1,100 


50 


1,150 


86 


1,236 


14 


1,250 


30 


1,280 


7 


1,287 


13 


1,300 


20 


1.320 


20 


i;340 


10 


1,350 


13 


1,363 


22 


1,385 


10 


1,305 


14 


1,409 


36 


1,445 


30 


1,475 


33 


1,506 


22 


1,530 


17 


1,547 


17 


1,564 


14 


1,568 



(basing record: 81-lnch, 1,035 feet; 6finch, 1,320 feet; 4i-inch, 1,445 feet; packer, 1,520 feet. 
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Log of Margaret Primtaux No, 7 well in sec. 4, T. 25 N., R. 2 E. 



Boil 

Slate 

Sand and gravel 

Ume...^ 

filate 

Bedrock 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime 

Bedrock 

Lime 

Shale 

JAm^ , 

Sliale : 

Lime 

Slate 

Ume 

Bedrock 

Sand (13,000,000 feet of gas) 

Slate 

Ume 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

lAm^ 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime 

Blate 

Sand 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Ume 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Sand 

Blate 

Lime 

elate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Sand (hole full of water) . . 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime and sand (water) 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lllne 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate V. 

Red rock 

Slate 

Sand (showing of oil) 

Slate 

Red rock 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime 

Sand 

Slate 



Thick- 
ness. 



Feet, 
2 
48 
8 
6 
10 
06 
6 
10 
50 
65 
2 
4 
3 
13 
11 
4 
13 
90 
12 
138 
4 

13 

11 

5 

42 

25 

40 

40 

6 

15 

10 

40 

5 

75 

10 

25 

16 

70 

5 

60 

3 

17 

5 

35 

13 

22 

20 

15 

10 

25 

20 

35 

10 

10 

30 

25 

5 

13 

3 

14 

13 

4 

18 

6 

24 

20 

10 

3 

9 

4 

3 

2 

1 

10 
25 
3 
5 
10 
15 
35 
10 
10 
15 



Depth. 



Feet. 

2 

50 

58 

64 

74 

170 

175 t 

1S5 

235 

300 

302 

306 

309 

322 

333 

337 

350 

440 

452 

590 

594 

807 

618 

623 

665 

690 

730 

770 

775 

790 

800 

840 

845 

920 

930 

955 

970 

1,040 

1,045 

1,105 

1,108 

1,125 

1,130 

1,165 

1,178 

1,200 

1,220 

1,235 

1,245 

1,270 

1,290 

1,325 

1,335 

1,315 I 

1,375 I 

1,400 i 

1,405 

1,418 

1,421 

1,435 

1,448 

1,452 

1,460 

1,466 

1,490 

1,510 

1,520 

1,523 

1,632 

1,536 

1,539 

1,641 

1,542 

1,552 

1,577 

1,5R0 

1,585 

1,595 

1,610 

1,645 

1,656 

1,665 

1,680 



Sand 

Slate 

Sand (hard; bad cave) 

Slate 

Lime 

Red rock 

Lime 

Black shale (very ca^^r) , 

Lime , 

Slate 

Lime , 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime , 

Slate 

Sand (hole full of water) 

Slate 

Lime , 

Slate 

Lime , 

Slate 

Lime , 

Slate 

Lime , 

Slate , 

Lime (3 feet below water) 

Sand (3,000.000 feet of gas at 

2.150 feet) 

Lime and sand 

Sand 

Black slate 

Sand 

Slate 

Lime 

Brown shale 

Lime 

Brown shale 

Lime 

Brown sand 

Light sand 

Slate 

Sand 9 

Coarse sand 

LiKh t sand 

White sand (3 bailers water). . 

Blue lime (very hard) 

Black slate 

Sandy shale 

Black slate 

Lime 

Brown shale 

Lime 

Blue shale 

Bhilsh sand 

Bine slate 

Gray sand 

Gray slate 

Blue shale 

Lime 

Blue shale 

Lime (very hard) 

Shale 

I-ime 

Sand and lime 

Shale 

Lime 

Black shale , 

Lime , 

Black shale , 

Lime 

Black shale 

Lime 

Black shale 

Lime 

Black shale 

Lime 

Black shale 

Lime 

Black shale 

Sandy lime (water) 

Shale 

Sandy lime 

Digitized 



Thick- 
ness. 



Feet, 
6 
15 
35 
12 
10 
5 
70 
44 
13 
13 
7 

43 

5 

3 

4 

91 

32 

3 

7 

15 

12 

32 

10 

14 

10 

11 

1 

76 

120 

10 

47 

3 
125 

8 
82 

4 
31 

8 
15 
12 
16 
24 
15 
15 
10 
25 
90 
35 
65 

7 

4 
14 
22 
23 
20 
13 
27 
43 
19 
13 

2 

9 
16 
15 

6 
62 

5 
10 

2 
13 

7 

7 
18 

8 
10 

7 
30 

3 

5 
10 
10 



Depth. 



Feet. 
1,685 
1,700 
1,735 
1,748 
1,758 
1,763 
1,770 
1,814 
1,827 
1,840 
1,847 
1,890 
1,896 
1,898 
1,912 
2,003 
2,036 
2,038 
2,046 
2,060 
2,072 
2,104 
2,114 
2,128 
2,138 
2,149 
2,150 

2,235 
2,366 
2,365 
2,412 
2,415 
2,640 
2,548 
2,630 
2,634 
2,665 
2,673 
2,688 
2,700 
2,716 
2,740 
2,756 
2,770 
2,780 
2,806 
2,895 
2,930 
2,995 
3,002 
3,006 
3,020 
3,042 
3,066 
3,086 
3,098 
3,125 
3,168 
3,187 
3,200 
3,202 
8,211 
3,227 
3,242 
3,248 
3.310 
3,316 
3,325 
3,327 
3,340 
3,347 
3,354 
3,372 
3,380 
3,390 
3,397 
8,427 
3,430 
3,435 
3,445 
3,455 
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Log .of Margaret Primeaux No, 7 iccll in sec, ^, T. 25 A'., R. 2 E, — Continued. 



Black shale 

Red rock 

Lime 

Sand, gray, very hard 

Blue shale 

Sand, like oil sand — 

Blue shale 

Lime 

Shale 

Bedrock 

Blue shale 

Lime 

Black shale 



Thick- 
ness. 


Depth. 


Feet. 


Feet. 1 


11 


3,468' 


2 


3,470 1 


2 


3,472 


10 


3,482 


14 


3,496 


14 


3,510 


15 


3,525 


3 


3,528 


7 


3,535 


6 


3,^0 


15 


3,555 


5 


3,560 


5 


3,565 



Hard lime 

Sand , hard 

Blue shale 

Lime shells and shale 

Lime 

Blue shale 

Sand, little oil 

Hard sand 

Lime 

Sand, very hard, showing of 

oil 

Lime, very hard 




3,725 
8,754 



Cashig record: 12^inch, 73 feet; 10-inch, 610 feet; 8i-lnch, 1,260 feet; 6|-hich, 2,038 feet; 5^inch, 
2,632 feet. 

Ijog of 101 Ranch Oil Co.*s 101 Ranch ucU Xo. i, in the NE, i sec, 25, T. 25 N., 

R. 1 E, 





Thick- 
ness. 


Depth. [ 




Thick- 
ness. 


Depth. 


Sandysoil 


Feet. 
19 
40 
10 
12 

8 
21 
42 

9 
44 
26 

3 
60 

4 
28 
24 
35 
20 
22 
• 8 

H 
22 
3,5 
12 
5S 
23 

5 
27 
3,5 
42 
34 

6 
3S 
50 
24 
18 
24 

6 
21 
37 
45 
12 

'\ 

85 

V?. 
6 
24 
12 
43 
10 
33 
IS 
10 
23 
15 
17 


Feet, i 
19 ■ 
69 1 
69 
81 
80 
110 
152 
161 
206 
231 
234 
294 
298 
326 
350 
385 
405 
427 
435 
443 
465 
600 
612 
670 


Blackslate 


Feet, 
10 
66 

6 

7 

20 
28 

3 

5 
53 
25 
22 

6 
15 

3 

28 
20 

7 
36 
39 

4 
10 

6 
22 

5 

7 
30 
13 
15 
28 
22 
15 

3 
19 

3 

5 
13 
30 
20 

6 
49 

3 

{J 

4 

5 

43 
26 
11 

3 
18 

3 

59 
43 

6 
64 
20 
35 
56 


Feet, 
1,460 
1,516 
1,522 
1,520 
1,649 

• 1,580 
1,585 
1638 
1.663 


Gravel 


Very hai'd sand 


White clay (water) ' 


Black shale 


Bedrock .. < 


Fine hard sand 


Gritty slate ! 


Soft shale 


Bedrock ' 


White sand (water) 


White shale or clay 

LImeshell. 1 




Oritty lime 


White shale or clay 

Bedrock 


Black slate 


Sandvlime 


LimeshelL 


Soft l)lack shale 


L68S 


Bedrock 


Redshale 


1,690 
1,705 


Brownish lime 


White sand 


Hard black slate 


Black slate 


1,708 


Reddish lime 


While sand 


1,736 


Bedrock 


Black shale 


1.756 


Gritty slate 


Lime shell 


1,763 


Bedrock 


Soft black shale 


1,799 
1,83S 


White shale 


White sand (water) 


Brownish lime 


Soft shale 


1,842 
1,852 
1,858 


Hard grayish lime 


(iritty gray lime 


Red shale 


Black shale 


Lime shell 


Slate and shell 


1,8S0 
1,885 


Bedrock 


Rnft hif^pk shale. . 


Bed sand 


393 


Red shale 


1,892 
i;922 
1,933 
1,950 


Hard white lime 


698 

625 

660 

702 

736 

742 

780 

830 

854 

872 

896 

902 

923 

960 

1,005 

1,017 

1.0«i2 

1,0(>6 


White lime 


Bed shale 


Soft black shale 




Soft red shale 


Bed shale 


White lime 


1,978 
2,000 
2,015 


White sand 


Red rock (cavy) 


Black slate 


Hard grav lime 


Hard lime 


Lime shell 


2.018 


White slate. 


Sandv lime 


2,037 
2,040 
2,0*5 
2.058 


Gravish lime 


Brown shale 


Black slate with shells 


While sand 


Black slate with hard shells. . 


White shale 


Blackslate 


White sand . 


2,0S8 
2,108 
2,114 
2,163 


Slate and shells , 


Black shale 


Beddlsh tinted slate. 1 


Hard lime 


Grittv shell in black slate 


BI;vk slate 


White and black sand 

Black slate 


Hardshell 

Black sliite 


2.166 
2,\^ 


Slate and shell 


1 Hard white sand 


2.190 


Soft slate 


1,151 


Red brown shale 


2,194 


I^ime 


1,155 
1 1,230 
1 l,2:w 
I l,2<i0 
1,272 
1,315 
1 1.334 

1, 3r.7 

1,385 
1,395 
1,41S 
1,433 
1,450 


While slate 


2,199 


Very soft slate . ... 


Verv liani wliite lime (water). 
Blackslate 


2,242 
2,268 
2,279 
2,282 
2,300 


Hard v/hite sand 


Soft black slate 


Dark lime 


Dark soft shale 


Black sliale 


Lime cavings 


White sarul (salt water) 

Dark shale 


White sand (water) 


2,303 
2,362 
2,405 


Slate and shells 


V'erv while sand 


Hard lime 


Shale, black 


Soft dark lime 


Dark lime 


2,411 
2.466 


Soft black shale 


Bine shale 


Red rock 


Wliite shale 


2,485 


White sand 


Dark blue shale 


2,520 




White sand 


2,576 
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Log of H. F. Wolf well No, J, SW. i sec. 6, T. 28 N., R. 1 E, 
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Lime 
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Lime 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime (gas) 

Bedrock 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Sand (gas) 

Lime 

Slate 

Red rock 

Slate 

Lime 

Shale 

Sand (gas) 

Lime 

Slate 

Bedrock 

Lime 

Brown shale 

Red rock 

Lime (gas at 555 feet). 

Bedrock 

Brown shale 

Lime 

Blue shale 

Bedrock 

Lime sand (gas) 

Bed rock (cavy) 

Sand (gas at 670 feet) . 

Shale 

Lime.. 

Shale.; 

Lime 

Lime (gas) 

Shale 

Lime 

Shale 

Lime (gas) 

Shale 

Lime (gas) 

Lime 



Thlck- 



Feet, 



15 
20 
17 
23 

5 

90 
45 

5 
17 
33 
50 
215 
40 
10 



Depth. 



Feet. 



5 


5 


55 


60 


17 


77 


2 


79 


17 


96 


14 
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15 


125 


5 


130 


5 
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20 


155 


? 


163 


170 


45 


215 


10 


225 


20 


245 


25 


270 


25 


295 


10 


305 


10 


315 


5 


320 


25 


345 


40 


385 


10 


395 


5 


400 


20 


420 


20 


440 


5 


4i5 


15 


460 


25 


485 


10 


495 


10 


505 


10 


615 


10 


525 


15 


540 


5 


545 


25 


570 


15 


685 


5 


590 


10 


600 


30 


630 


10 


640 


5 


645 
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697 
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725 

815 

860 

865 

882 

915 

965 

1,180 

1,220 

1,230 



Shale 

Lime 

Shale 

Lime and shale. 

Lime 

Sand..*. 

Shale 

Lime 

Bedrock 

Lime 

Shale 

Sand (water) . . . 

Shale 

Lime 

Shale 

Sand 

Bedrock 

Shale 

Sandy lime 
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Blue slate 

Sand( 
Blue shale. 
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Shale 

Sand (water) 

Slate 

Sandy slate (hard) 

Sand (gas) 

Sand, brown (gas) 

Sand (showing oil)'. 

Lime sand (water) 

Sand 

Shale 

Sand 

Shale 

Lime 

Oreen slate 

Sand (500,000 feet of gas) . . . . 

Slate 

Lime 

Slate 

Lime , 

Black slate , 

Lime 

Black slate 

Lime , 

Black slate 

Shale , 

Sandv shale (very hard) 

Sand (30,000,000 feet of gas) . 



Thick- 
ness. 


Depth. 
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25 


1,255 


70 


1,325 


15 


1,340 


70 


1,410 


45 


1,456 


30 


11485 


40 


1,525 


175 


1,700 


5 


1,705 


20 


1,725 


85 


1,810 


55 


1,865 


5 


1,870 


45 


1,916 


15 


1,930 


15 


1,945 


7 


1,952 


5 


1,957 


13 


1,970 


5 


1,975 


5 


-1,980 


8 


1,988 


6 


i;994 


36 


2,030 


50 


2,080 
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2,206 


15 


2,220 


35 


2,256 


15 


2,270 


20 


2,290 


50 


2,340 


266 


2,60R 


6 


2,610 


10 


2.630 
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2,660 
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2,657 


8 


2,665 


66 


2,730 


30 


2,760 


25 


2,785 


135 


2,920 


10 


2.930 


20 


2,950 


50 


3,000 


20 


3,020 


10 


3,090 


5 


3,085 


20 


3,056 


5 


3,oeo 


35 


3,095 


10 


3,105 


65 


3,170 


5 


3,175 


65 


3,240 


10 


3,250 


20 
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Casing record: 16i-inch. 135 feet; 12^inch, 680 feet; 10-inch, 1,040 feet; 8i-lnch, 2,080 feet; 6|-lnch, 
2,360 leet; 5A-inch, 2,734 Itot. 
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Log of Gus Swenson well Ao. i, NE, \ $ec. 92, T. 29 N., R, 1 E. 
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6 

9 
12 

4 
16 

8 
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19 
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30 
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14 

4 
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65 
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15 
41 
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20 
33 
22 

7 
21 
21 

6 

2 
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27 
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80 
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18 
22 
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Blate 


siate..T:!!: . ..:..:.:.: 


Lime 


Lime 


Bhale 


Slate 
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OIL SHALE IN NORTHWESTERN COLORADO AND ADJACENT 

AREAS. 



By Dean E. Winohesteb. 



PREFATORY NOTE. 

By Mabius R. Campbell. 

For several years it has been known that some of the shale of the 
Green River formation in northwestern Colorado and northeastern 
Utah would produce oil when subjected to destructive distillation, 
but the yield of petroleum from the oil fields was so great that pro-, 
duction by distillation did not seem to be feasible, despite the fact 
that in Scotland such an industry has long been developed and is 
to-day paying dividends on a large investment. 

The United States Geological Survey has regarded this oil shale as 
a great reserve — an undeveloped resource — and one that would be 
developed as soon as the demand for petroleum greatly exceeded the 
supply. In anticipation of such an event, E. G. Woodruff and David 
T. Day began, in 1913, an examination of the Green River forma- 
tion in Colorado and Utah and made rough field tests to determine 
the richness of the shale. Although these tests were not entirely 
satisfactory, they tended to confirm the general impression that this 
shale constitutes a source of oil which, sooner or later, will be called 
into use. Of course, no prediction could be made as to the date 
when this additional supply would be needed, but the Survey felt 
justified in continuing the geologic investigation, in order that when 
the time of need arrived it would have first-hand information on the 
richness and quantity of the shale available for distillation. Accord- 
ingly the field examination was continued during the summers of 
1914 and 1915 by Dean E. Winchester, who devised a more efficient 
and portable apparatus for determining not only the quantity of 
crude oil in the shale but also the amount of gas and of ammonium 
sulphate (fertilizer) that might be obtained as a by-product and sold. 
The experiments of Mr. Winchester confirmed the results of the 
work done in the previous year and indicated even more strongly 
that a great quantity of high-class fuel is locked up in this shale. 

At the present time, owing to the great increase in the consump- 
tion of gasoline and the failure to discover large new oil fields, it 
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seems that the day is approachmg when this additional supply will 
be needed and that the public will demand all the information in 
the possession of the Greological Survey on this subject. I feel con- 
fident that this report of Mr. Winchester will supply many of tho 
data needed to establish and develop the oil-shale industry in this 
country. The report contains information showing the quantity and 
quality of the oil that may be distilled from the richer beds of shale, 
the number of such beds at the different localities examined, and 
the general distribution of the shale throughout northwestern Colo- 
rado and adjacent parts of Utah and Wyoming. Mr. Winchester's 
results, which have been corroborated by tests made in the labora- 
tory of the Bureau of Mines, show that the quantity of oil that can 
be derived from such shale ranges from less than 1 gallon to 90 gal- 
lons to the ton of shale. The field tests, however, were not intended 
to determine the best method of utilizing the shale in commercial 
operations, but simply to provide data for fixing approximately the 
value of the shale as it is found to-day. Mr. Winchester, as a result 
of the field tests, estimates that in Colorado alone there is enough 
shale to produce 20,000,000,000 barrels of oil, and it seems probable 
that in actual practice a greater yield than this can be obtained. 
He also estimates that 300,000,000 tons of ammonium sulphate 
could be recovered as a by-product in the manufacture of the oil. 

The results given in this paper show that although the Geological 
Survey has done only reconnaissance work in this region, it has 
demonstrated that the shale of the Green River formation wiU yield 
a vast quantity of oil, gas sufficient to carry on the process of dis- 
tillation, and fertilizer enough to enrich most of the farms of the 
Middle West, and that this reserve is ready whenever the demand is 
sufficient to warrant the establishment of a new industry to supple- 
ment the failing supply of petroleum from the oil fields. 

INTRODUCTION* 

The economic study of the oil shale of Colorado and Utah was 
begun in 1913 by Woodruff and Day,* and the results of their pre- 
liminary work showed that the shale of the Green River formation in 
Colorado and Utah will yield oil in commercial quantities when 
subjected to destructive d^tillation. As a result of a more detailed 
examination along the north, east, and southeast sides of the Uinta 
Basin, in northwestern Colorado, made during the summer of 1914 
and in eastern Utah in 1915 the writer finds that although the thickest 
and richest beds of shale are exposed along the southern margin of the 
basin, nearly every section examined contains beds of shale more 
than 3 feet thick that will yield considerable oil. An examination of 

1 Woodruff, E. 0., and Day, D. T., Oil shale of nortliWMtcrn Colorado and noitlMastam Utah: U. 8. 
CtooL Survey Bull. 581, pp. 1-21, 1914 (Bull. 681-A). 



Digitized by 



Google 



OIL SHALE IN NORTHWESTERN COLORADO. 141 

the same formation in southwestern Wyoming in 1915 indicates that 
in that area there are no thick beds of rich shale. 

The oil shale of the United States has received very httle attention, 
chiefly because petroleimi has been abundant. Before petroleum 
was discovered in Pennsylvania the Mormons distilled oil from shale 
near Juab, Utah, where the ruins of an old still can yet be seen. 
Many attempts have been made to distill cannel coal, and a few 
experiments have been made with the Devonian black shale of the 
East, but no shale-oil industry has been established in America. 
According to Baskerville * there were 55 oil companies in the United 
States in 1860. *'Many of the companies were of small capacity and 
most of them were not more than fairly started when the discovery of 
petroleum paralyzed the industry." In Scotland, however, several 
weU-estabUshed plants mine and distill shale of Carboniferous age. 
In 1908, according to ElLs,* the oil-shale industry of Scotland em- 
ployed about 8,300 men, of whom nearly 4,000 were miners; and in 
the preceding year the production of oil shale in Scotland amounted 
to 2,775,799 (long) tons, and the average yield of crude oil was 23 
(Imperial) gallons to the long ton (24.6 United States gallons to the 
short ton).' The operations have paid dividends in spite of this low 
yield, because of the cheapness of labor, the value of the by-products, 
and lack of competition with petroleum. The cost of mining shale 
in Scotland is reported by the same author to be $1 a ton, the cost of 
distilUng the crude oil from the shale is 40 cents a ton, and the cost of 
making ammonium sulphate (the principal by-product) from the 
shale is 46 cents a ton. All mining in Scotland is underground, and 
in many of the mines the shale beds dip at angles of 30° to 60° and 
there are numerous faults, which greatly increase the expense of 
mining. At many places in Colorado and Utah, however, the rich 
shale has only a light overburden (see PI. XI) and could be mined 
with a steam shovel. , 

In Colorado alone there is sufficient shale, in beds that are 3 feet or 
more thick and capable of yielding more oil than the average shale 
now mined in Scotland, to yield about 20,000,000,000 barrels of crude 
oil, from which 2,000,000,000 barrels of gasoline may be extracted by 
ordinary methods of refining, and in Utah there is probably an equal 
amount of shale just as rich. The same shale in Colorado, in addition 
to the oil, should produce with but little added cost about 300,000,000 

1 Baskerville, Charles, Economic possibilities of American oil shales: £ng..and Min. Jour., vol. 88, pp. 
149-154, 195>199, 1009. 

s Ells, R. W., Report on tests made in Scotland of oil shale sent from New Brunswick in the spring of 1906, 
with a view of ascertahiing Its economic value, especially as regards the yield of crude oil and sulphate of 
ammonia) pp. 24, 26, Canada Dept. Mines, 1910. 

* In this paper results of distillation are given in United States gallons (42 gallons to the barrel) and 
referred to the short ton (2,000 pounds). Care should be taken In comparing figures with those given in 
reports on oil shale of Scotland, in which results are given in Imperial gallons (36 gallons to the barrel) and 
referred to the long ton (2^240 pounds). 
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tons of ammonium sulphate, a compound especially valuable as a 
fertilizer. The industry requires a large equipment of retorts, con- 
densers, and oil refineries, as well as of mining machinery, so that it 
can not be profitably handled on a small scale. 

In Scotland, according to Ells,* the following valuable products are 
manufactured from the shale: (1) permanent gas, used principally 
for fuel in the retorts; (2) naphtha, gasoline, and motor spirit; (3) 
burning or lamp oil; (4) intermediate oil used for gas making; (5) 
lubricating oil; (6) solid paraflSn; (7) still grease; (8) still coke, which 
contains some oil and is used for gas fires, smokeless fuel^ and carbon 
for electrical purposes; (9) sulphate of ammonia [a fertilizer which in 
the Upited States is worth from $50 to $60 a ton]; and (10) hquid fuel, 
used in the refineries. The distillation of the oil shale of the Green 
River formation will probably yield different products, and the 
processes of distillation used in Scotland may not be well adapted to 
this shale. 

In the 11 field tests made by Woodruff ^ in 1913, 1 sample of shale 
yielded as low as 10.4 gallons of oil to the ton of shale; 8 between 
16 and 40 gallons, averaging 27.2 gallons; one 45.2 gallons; and one 
61.2 gallons. Of the 57 samples tested in 1914 (Nos. 1-57, pp. 
152-153), 17 samples yielded less than 10 gallons of oil to the ton 
of shale; 22 samples between 10 and 20 gallons; 11 samples between 
20 and 30 gallons; 3 samples between 30 and 40 gallons; 2 samples 
40.6 gallons each; 1 sample 65.3 gallons; and 1 sample 86.8 gallons. 
Seventy-five samples (Nos. 58-133) were tested in 1915. Of those 
obtained in Utah (34 samples, Nos. 58-91) 6 yielded less than 10 
gallons of oil to the ton of shale; 7 between 10 and 20 gallons; 7 
between 20 and 30 gallons; 9 between 30 and 40 gallons; and 5 
more than 40 gallons. The maximum yield, 90 gallons to the ton, 
was obtained from a thin bed near Watson, Utah. Samples 93-132, 
from Wyoming, yielded less than 30 gallons, except 4, which yielded 
more than 30 gallons. One of these represented a 2-foot bed, which 
yielded 50 gallons to the ton. 

As these quantities compare favorably with those obtained from 
the oil shale of Scotland, it seems probable that in time the distilla- 
tion of oil from the Green River shale may become as important an 
industry in this coimtry as the distillation of oil from Carboniferous 
shale has become in Scotland, or if richer raw material can be found 
here in abimdance it may even exceed the present shale-oil industry 
abroad. 



Ells, R. W., op. olt., pp. M-M. 
•Woodruff, E. G., and Day, D. T., 



op. cit., p. 4. 
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FIELD WORK. 

Personnel and meOiode. — ^In order to estimate the value of the oil 
shale of the Green Biver formation as an economic resource, the 
writer, assisted by H. M. Bobinson and Frank A. EUiott, in 1914, 
made a careful study of the entire exposed portion of the formation 
at a number of places along the north, east, and southeast sides of 
the Uinta Basin in Colorado GocaUties A to P, PI. XVIII). During 
the later part of the season Mr. Bobinson made a hasty examination 
of the shale of the same formation at several places in northeastern 
Utah Gocalities 1-4, PI. X). Dining the season of 1916 Walter B. 
Wilson, John N. Massey, and Yong K. Lee assisted the writer in 
examining the southern part of the area of the Oreen River formation 
in southwestern Wyoming and the south side of the Uinta Basin, 
near the eastern line of Utah. A large number of samples of shale 
were distilled in the field and in the laboratory of the Bureau of 
Mines at Washington to determine the quantity of oil and other 
products which could be obtained from them. Much of the chemi- 
cal work was done under the direction of David T. Day, of the Bureau 
of Mines. C. A. Davis, also of the Bureau of Mines, was detailed to 
the Survey for several months to make a microscopic study of the 
organic matter in the shale. To Messrs. Day, Davis, and David 
Wbite, who visited the field early in September, 1914, the writer is 
indebted for many helpful suggestions concerning methods of work 
and interpretation of residts. 

The limits of the Green Biver formation were mapped in the field 
and the exact place at which each sample of shale was obtained was 
determined by the use of telescopic alidade, stadia rod, and plane 
table. Greologic sections were measiu*ed at several locaUties. The 
accompanying map of northwestern Colorado and eastern Utah (PI. 
XVIII) is compiled from field sheets prepared by the writer, from 
published arid unpubUshed data collected by Gale ^ in connection 
with an examination of coal fields in the adjacent areas, and from 
data shown on the township plats of the General Land OflGice. The 
land net was compiled from these plats, but owing to discrepancies 
between surveys and resurveys it was necessary to make nimierous 
more or less arbitrary adjustments and the land net shown on the 
map therefore comprises only township lines. The rosurvey of 
the area north of the base hne in Colorado and along Douglas (>eek 
south of it was only recently completed, and the comers are well 
marked, but the comer posts of the much older surveys elsewhere 
are very poorly preserved or entirely gone. The land survey of that 
part of eastern Utah shown on Plate XVIII is good. In many places 
the geologic boundaries shown are taken directly from maps published 

1 Oale, H. 8., Goal fidds of northwestern Colorado and nortbeastem Utah: U. 8. Q30I. Survey Bull. 415, 
1010. 
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by Mr. Gale, inasmuch as wherever tested these maps proved to be 
entirely satisfactory for the purposes of this work. The places from 
which samples 1-4 were collected are shown on the smaller map 
(PL X). 

The map of southwestern Wyoming (H. XIX) is compiled from 
maps by Veatch* and Schultz' and unpublished data by Schultz, 
together with the data collected by the writer during the field work 
and data shown on the township plats of the General Land OfiBice. 
A large part of the area has been recently resurveyed, and the land 
lines are trustworthy, except in the extreme eastern part, where the 
old survey is known to be very poor. 

Area examined. — The examination of 1914 was confined to a nar- 
row strip about the north, east, and southeast sides of the Uinta Basin 
in Colorado, except that during a short trip into central Utah Mr. 
Robinson sampled shale beds at the four localities shown on Plate X. 
A portion of the outcrop of the formation along the Colorado-Utah 
line near White River was examined, but the greater part of the 
season was spent along the margin of the main basin to the east. 
The Green River formation occupies an area of about 1,900 square 
miles in Colorado and a larger area in northeastern Utah. The main 
area in Colorado is separated from the Utah part of the Uinta Basin 
by the Douglas Creek anticline, which extends in a general northerly 
direction along the valley of Douglas Creek near the State line. 
The limit of the oil-jdelding shale in most places practically coin- 
cides with the boundary of the Green River formation, but north- 
west of Meeker only the lower part of the formation is present, and 
this is barren of oil.. A similar condition prevails south of Grand 
River. 

The eastern edge of the Uinta Basin in Utah, near Watson, was 
examined in considerable detail during August and September, 1915. 
Most of the season, however, was spent in a reconnaissance examina- 
tion of southwestern Wyoming (PL XIX). The eastern margin of 
the Green River formation in Wyoming between the Union Pacific 
Railroad and the Colorado-Utah- Wyoming line was examined, and 
samples of shale from the localities indicated on the map were tested. 
A hurried trip was made across the Green River basin to Fossil, 
Wyo., and southward along the western part of the area known to 
contain the Green River formation. 

Northwestern Colorado and nortlieastern Utah. — The surface of the 
part of the field represented by Plate X\T;II consists mainly of deeply 
dissected uplands siurounded on all sides by more open valleys 
carved in the shale and soft sandstone of the Wasatch formation, 

1 Veatch, A. C, Qtography and geology of a portion of southwestern Wyoming, with special ntenDot 
to coal and oil: U. S. Geol. Survey Prof. Paper 66, pi. 3, 1907. 

s Sofaults, ▲. R., The southern part of the Bock Springs ooal field, Sweetwater County, Wyo.: U. 8. 
Geol. Survey Bull. 381, pp. 214-281, 1908. 
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A, OIL SHALE NORTHEAST OF WATSON, UTAH. 

Shows thin bedding in this part of the Green River formation. Darker bands are richest beds. About 600 feet 

of roctt exposed. 




B, OIL SHALE ON EAST SIDE OF PICEANCE CREEK NEAR WHITE RIVER, COLO. 
Most of the projecting ledges are rich shale. 
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U. S. OEOLOQICAL SURVEY 



BULLETIN 641 PLATE XI 




A. BOOK CLIFFS WEST OF RIFLE, COLO. 
Oil ahato formt upp«r cliff. About 3.000 feet of rock expoMd. (See fig. 1 3, p. 145.) 




B. GREEN RIVER FORMATION NORTH OF WHITE RIVER, 9 MILES WEST OF RANGELY, COLO. 
Dark projecting beds are oil shale. Cliff about 1 ,000 feet high. 



Digitized 



by Google 



OIL SHALE IN NOBTHWESTEEN COLORADO. 145 

which lies beneath the oil-yielding Green River shale and above the 
coal-bearing Mesaverde formation. The Book Cliffs near Rifle, 
Colo. (PL XII, A), stand about 9,000 feet above sea level. The 
Grand Hogback, which extends along the eastern margin of the field 
nearly parallel with the boundary of the Green River formation, 
reaches an altitude of about 9,500 feet and is formed by the steeply 
upturned resistant sandstones of the Mesaverde formation. The 
Green River formation, probably owing to the presence of oil-yielding 
shale, resists erosion to a marked degree and gives rise along the 
southern margin of the area to nearly perpendicular and at most 
places impassable cliffs, which in the vicinity of Rifle and De Beque 
rise to heights of 3,000 or 4,000 feet above the valley of Grand River, 
only a few miles distant. (See fig. 13.) West of the Grand Hogback 
and north of Rio Blanco post office the shale forms hills of consid- 
orable prominence, known as the Petrolito HiUs. The outcrop of 




FiauBE 13.— Section from Grand River near Rullson, Colo., to the Book Cliffs on the north, showing the 

position of the oil shale. 

the oil shale along the east side of the Douglas Creek anticline is 
marked by nearly perpendicular cliffs known as the Cathedral 
Bluffs. Cliffs similar to these and equally impassable form the bound- 
ary of the formation along White River (PL XII, B) and southward 
along the Colorado-Utah State line to a point near Watson, Utah. 
(See PI. XI, A,) 

By far the larger part of this area drains northward to White 
River through Evacuation, Douglas, Yellow, and Piceance creeks, 
and to the Pacific Ocean through Green and Colorado rivers. That 
part of the area south of the Book Cliffs is drained by Grand River, 
which joins Colorado River in Central Utah. White and Grand 
fivers and Roan, Douglas, Yellow, and Piceance creeks are the 
only streams that carry water throughout the year. 

The valley of Grand River is traversed by the mam Ime of the 
Denver & Rio Grande Raih-oad. The narrow-gage line of the 
Uintah Railway between Mack, Colo., and Watson, Utah, crosses 
the Book (^iffs near the Colorado-Utah line and furnishes transpor- 
tation facilities for a considerable part of the Uinta Basin. The 
46990°— Bull. 641 F— 16 2 
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ranchers and farmers in this area do a very large part of their ship- 
ping by way of Meeker, Rifle, and the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad. 
The proposed extension of the Denver & Salt Lake Railroad ("Moffat 
road'') westward from Craig down Yampa River, to the north of 
the field, will furnish an additional outlet. 

The surface of the area is so rough that wagon travel is forced to 
follow certain long-used routes, such as the Government road from 
Rifle to Meeker and the well-kept road between Meeker and Rangely 
down the valley of White River. Roads also lead from Rangely 
northwest and southwest to Vernal and Dragon, Utah, respectively, 
and there is a fair wagon road up Piceanoe Creek connecting with 
the Government road at Rio Blanco post office. Aside from these 
wagon roads there are few routes that can be used to advantage. 

The- valleys of White and Grand rivers and of Piceanoe and Roan 
creeks are occupied by small but prosperous ranches which under 
irrigation produce alfalfa, timothy, grain, and vegetables. Con- 
siderable fruit is raised in the valley of Grand River. The area 
outside of these valleys is used only for stock range. 

Rifle is the largest railroad town in the area and is a shipping 
point for nearly the entire region. It is the starting point of the 
mail stage and freight lines which supply Meeker and the settlements 
in that vicinity. Meeker, a thriving town of 800 inhabitants on White 
River in T. 1 N., R. 94 W., is the distributing point for a large area 
to the north, east, and west. Rarigely, 60 miles down White River, 
consists of a store and post office and is connected with Meeker by 
stage that makes three trips a week. Supplies for Rangely and 
vicinity are freighted from Dragon, Utah, a station on the Uintah 
Railway, and Watson, at the end of the same railway 9 miles north 
of Dragon, is the shipping point for ore from the gilsonite mines of 
the Uinta Basin and for produce from Ashley Valley, 50 miles to 
the northwest. A toll road from Watson to Vernal is used by 
daily automobile mail and passenger stages that connect with the 
trains of the Uintah Railway. Rio Blanco, halfway between Rifle 
and Meeker, consists of a small store and post office. Piceance and 
Sulphur are merely post offices located at ranch houses. De Beque 
and Grand Valley are small but prosperous towns on the Depver & 
Rio Grande Railroad south of the Book Cliffs. 

Southv)e8tem Wyoming. — That portion of southwestern Wyoming 
which is shown on the map (PL XIX) includes the southern part of 
the Green River basin and the western rim of the Southern Red 
Desert Basin. The surface is in most, places rolling and covered 
with vegetation characteristic of arid regions. 

Trees grow only along streams and in a few small upland areas. 
The region is drained through Green River and its tributaries except 
in the area adjacent to the west line of the State, where the run-off 
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BULLETIN 641 PLATE XIII 




A, GREEN RIVER FORMATION EAST OF GREEN RIVER CITY, WYO. 
Samples of oil shale 127 and 128 tak«n from bods at baso of uppor cliff. 




B. GREEN RIVER FORMATION IN T. 10 S., R. 15 E., ABOUT 25 MILES NORTH OF SUNNYSIDE, UTAH. 
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finds its way to Great Salt Lake by the way of Bear River. Steep 
cliffs mark the eastern margin of the main basin, and Green River 
valley is bordered by precipitous walls for several miles near the town 
of Green River. (See PL XIII, A.) Altitudes range from 5,900 feet 
above sea level on Green River near Linwood to 8,750 feet in the 
southwestern part of the area shown on the map. 

Green River has its beginning far to the north, in the Wind River 
Moimtains, but its principal tributaries in this area. Blacks Fork and 
Henrys Fork, rise in the Uinta Moimtains of northern Utah. Aside 
from the three streams mentioned above, together with Hams Fork, 
a tributary of Blacks Fork, and Bear River, there are in this area 
very few streams that carry water the year roimd. 

The main line of the Union Pacific Railroad crosses the area in a 
general westerly direction and is joined at Granger by the Oregon 
Short Line, which connects with points to the northwest. Rock 
Springs, Kemmerer, and Evanston, coal-mining towns, and Green 
River, a railroad division point, are the principal towns of the region. 
Several villages have been established in the irrigated district around 
old Fort Bridger and along Henrys Fork near the southern line of 
the State. Many of the towns on the railroad consist of only a few 
houses, a store, and a post office. The Lincoln Highway follows in 
general the line of the Union Pacific Railroad, and good automobile 
roads connect many of the smaller towns with the railroad and this 
highway. 

TESTS OF THE SEL^I^. 

APPABATUS FOB FIELD DISTILLATIOK. 

A large number of samples of shale were collected (see PI. XIV) 
alid tested in the field in order that a definite idea of its value as a 
source of oil might be obtained. Several large samples were also 
shipped to the chemical laboratory of the Geological Survey so 
that different methods of treatment might be devised to increase 
if possible the yield of crude oil and other valuable products. Li 
the early part of the work (1914) the apparatus designed and used 
by Woodruff and Day * during the previous season, described below, 
was used to make the tests. 

The retort into which the shale was charged consisted of a section of 12-inch iron 
casing pipe 4 feet long, having flanges screwed on the ends and a removable iron plate 
with asbestos gaskets fitted to each end of the retort. On one side of the retort there was 
fitted a small steam dome, a pressure gage, and a safety valve. From the top of the 
dome a pipe led to a block-tin condensing coil in a small water-filled tank. The coil 
discharged into Wolff bottles set in series and provided with stopcocks so that the liq- 
uids could be drawn off without interfering with the operation of the condenser. 
During the operation the retort was suspended from iron supports in a narrow trench, 

» Woodruff, E. O., and Day, D. T., op. cJt., p. 4. 
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odvered with iron plates and earth, and a flue erected at the back. Heat was obtained 
from a wood fixe placed under the retort. 

The operation consisted of removing the head, charging the retort with shale broken 
into pieces not laiger than 4 inches in diameter, and replacing the head. Fire was 
started to give a gentle heat at first and was gradually increased until the lower part of 
the retort became red hot; then the fire was held constant until near the close of the 
process, when it was increased for a short time and then allowed to subside. Water 
vapor, gas, oil and gas, and finally only gas was the order in which the products were 
obtained. From seven to eight hours' heating was required for a chaige. 

This apparatus necessitated the mining of a large quantity of 
shale (100 pounds or more) for each test. The apparatus, being 
large and not easily transported and eventually becoming unfit for 
use through leakage, was abandoned and replaced by a small still 
which required a sample weighing only about 1 pound and which was 
heated by gasoline torches. With two of these small distiUing 
outfits four samples of shale were tested easily in one working day, 
whereas only one samph >f shale a day could bo tested with the 
larger apparatus. The dist. "ng apparatus used in 1915 (see PL XV), 
which is similar tc that used iiiring the later part of the 1914 season, 
but much more compact and lighter, consists of the following es- 
sential parts : 

Two gasoline blast lamps (Barthel's). 

One iron mercury retort (one-half pint) with deliver^' tubes. 

One brass condenser. 

Two ring stands. 

One 3J-iiich ring. 

One large condenser clamp. 

One receiver for condensed liquids (50 cubic centimeter glass graduate). 

One ammonia scrubber (8-ounce bottle filled i\dth glass beads). 

Two pairs combination pliers. 

One postal balance. 

Six feet of rubber tubing. 

Glass tube for connecting condenser, receiver, and ammonia scrubber. 

One glass separatory funnel. 

Because of its simplicity and because its flame can be adjusted to 
any desired angle or length, the Barthel blast lamp was chosen to 
furnish heat for the still. This lamp consists of a small spherical 
gasoline tank with burner, mounted on an iron base in such a way 
that the burner may be turned at any angle. To manipulate the 
burner the tank is first filled nearly full of gasoline and the cap 
securely screwed down. Gasoline is placed in the small cupUke 
depression aroimd the burner and lighted. When this gasoUne is 
burned out, sujficient heat will have been produced to generate gas 
imder pressure, which may be lighted at the end of the burner on 
opening the burner valve. If the fiame is yeUow or sputters the 
burner is not sufficiently hot and must be reheated. The gasoline 
tank of each burner holds sufficient fuel to keep the blast burning 
about 2 hours. Inasmuch as each distillation of shale requires from 
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3 to 4 hours, two burners are used with each retort. The second 
torch may be most easily hghted by playing the flame of the first 
on the burner of the second. 

The vessel in which the shale is placed to be heated is an ordinary 
iron mercury retort (capacity, one-half pint), which is equipped with 
close-fitting Ud and clamp and an iron deUvery tube. The delivery 
tube is fastened to the inner tube of the condenser by a small brass 
plumber's union, which provides a very easily disconnected joint. 
The retort is held in place above the flame of the burner by a ring 
and ring stand. 

The condenser used in the outfit consists of an inner tube of thin 
brass three-eighths of an inch in diameter and 15 inches long, to one 
end of which is soldered a small brass plumber's union. This inner 
tube is surrounded by a second thin-walled brass tube li inches in 
diameter, 11 inches long, which is provided with a two-hole rubber 
stopper at each end, one hole being for the inner tube. A small brass 
tube 2 inches long is inserted through the second hole of each stopper 
to provide connection for the entrance and waste of the water which 
is circulated between the inner and outer tubes to keep the inner 
tube cool. The delivery tube from the retort is so bent that when 
the retort is in an upright position the condenser wiU be turned at an 
angle of about 40® from the horizontal. The condenser is held in 
position by a single clamp, attached to a ring stand. 

The receiver for the condensable products of the distillation 
consists of a 50 cubic centimeter glass graduate, provided with a 
two-hole rubber stopper through which are thrust two glass tubes 
one for the entrance of the hquids arid permanent gases from the 
condenser and the other for t^e escape of the permanent gases to 
the ammonia scrubber. The glass tubes have a diameter of about 
a quarter of an inch and are bent at the proper angles to make 
connections with the condenser and scrubber. The tubes should 
barely penetrate the cork. 

The ammonia scrubber consists of an ordinary glass cylinder or 
8-ounce wide-mouthed bottle, provided with a glass tube reaching 
nearly to the bottom of the bottle for the entrance of permanent gas 
from the receiver. The bottle is filled with glass beads, which pro- 
vide additional surface and a means of breaking up the gas into small 
bubbles as it passes up through a 10 per cent solution of sulphuric 
acid. 

The water for cooling the condenser may bo had from waterworks, 
or if no running water is at hand a tank or tub may be stationed near 
tlie condenser, at a shghtly higher level, and the water conveyed 
over the top by a siphon entering the condenser at the lower end 
and wasting at the upper end. 

The pliers are used for handling the retort. 
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The postal balance has a capacity of 4 pounds and is used to weigh 
the sample of shale. 

The glass separatory funnel is used to separate the oil from the 
water derived from the shale. 

In order to determine the quantity of oil and ammonia that may 
be derived from a sample of shale, the shale is first pulverized to pass 
through a screen of J-inch mesh. After thorough mixing a sample 
weighing 8^ ounces is so selected as to represent the entire quantity. 
Tliis sample is placed in the iron retort and the cover securely 
fastened. In order to prevent leaks the jomt between the cover 
and retort bowl is plastered with a thick paste made of a mixture 
of powdered graphite and glycerine. The deUvery tube from the 
retort is then coupled with the iimer tube of the condenser. The 
ammonia scrubber is filled approximately two-thirds full with a 
15 per cent solution of sulphuric acid, and cool water (not ice water) 
is started circulating through tlie condenser. The blast lamp is 
then lighted and placed beneatli tlie retort, with the flame turned 
as low as possible. After heating about 10 minutes water and oil 
will begin to condense and be deUvered into the receiver. The 
permanent gas wiU pass into the ammonia scrubber and bubble up 
through the sulphuric acid, which wiU combine with any ammonia 
contained in it, producing soluble ammonium sulphate. Gentle 
heat should be apphed to the retort as long as any oil is delivered 
to the receiver; then the flame of the burner may be lengthened imtil 
at the end of three or four hours the burner will be at full blast, 
the retort will be red hot, and the shale will cease to yield either 
oil or gas. The products of the distillation are then measured; 
the quantity of oil in the receiver is recorded, as well as the quantity 
of water in the same receiver. The liquid products of the distillation 
are then transferred to the separatory funnel and the water drawn off 
from the oil and added to the liquid contained in the ammonia 
scrubber. The material contained in .the ammonia scrubber is. 
then placed in a glass-stoppered bottle and transferred to a chemical 
laboratory for the determination of the quantity of ammonium 
sulphate. The yield of oil in United States gallons to the short ton 
of shale is equal to the number of cubic centimeters of oil in the 
receiver, provided the sample of shale used weighs 8i oimces. The 
oil obtained from the distillation should be placed in a small bottle 
for determination of its specific gravity, which can best be done in 
the laboratory. In order to compute the number of pounds of 
ammonium sulphate which may be derived from a short ton of shale 
it is necessary only to multiply the number of grams of ammoniimi 
sulphate found in the sample by 8.8. 
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BESX7LTS OF TESTS. 
SAIJEKT FEATITBES. 

The results of the tests made in the field and m the laboratory 
at Washmgton are given below and show variation from a maximum 
yield of 90 gallons of oil to the ton of shale to a minimum of 0.31 
gallon. The yield of ammonium sulphate was not determined for 
samples tested during the early part of the first season's work, but 
those which were tested show a range from 18.3 pounds oy dry 
distillation or 34 poimds by steam distillation to 0.4 poimd to the 
ton of shale. Likewise the yield of inflammable gas ranges in the 
samples for which the amoimt was recorded from 4,549 cubic feet 
to the ton of shale to less than 500 cubic feet. Many of the samples 
that were subjected to destructive distillation were selected not 
because they were supposed to be rich in oil but in order that the 
field men might be better able to judge from the appearance of the 
shale how much oil it would yield when subjected to distillation. 
Several samples were selected in order to determine the geologic 
range of oil-yielding shale. All samples were taken near the outcrop, 
and it is probable that some of the more volatile constituents of the 
oil had been lost by evaporation, hence the results of distillation 
tests do not show the maximum amoimt of oil that may be obtained 
even by the method of distillation used. The stratigraphic position 
of nearly all the beds sampled is given in the sections (pp. 170-189). 
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RiiuUi of diiUUaiian$ of $ample$ of oU shaU in (he field in 1915. 
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27 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 



118... 
118... 
118... 
118... 
118... 
118... 
118... 
US... 
US... 
118... 
118... 
118... 
118... 
118... 
108... 
118... 
10 8... 
108... 
108... 
10 8... 
108... 
10 8... 
108... 
10 8... 
108... 
108... 
108... 
108... 
10 S... 
13N.. 


25 E.... 
25 E.... 
25E.... 
25E.... 
25 E.... 
25E.... 
25 E.... 
25 E.... 
25E.... 
25 E.... 
25E.... 
25 E.... 
25 E.... 
25E.... 
25 E.... 
25E 


...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 


4 8 

t I 

6 6 
6 

6 2 

3 2 

5 

7 

6 2 

4 8i 

5 9 
2 4 
4 6 

6 9 
6 3 
4 1 
4 7 
1 11 

6 
4 

7 8 

1 8 

I t 

2 1 

4 

4 8 
6 1 

5 


.8008 
.8870 
.9090 
.9052 
.8745 
.9112 
.9021 
.9260 
.9098 
.8775 
.9263 
.8887 
.9086' 
.9084 
.8727 
.8833 


25.50 
27.83 
24.01 
24.66 
30.09 
23.64 
25.10 
21.18 
23.88 
29.54 
21.13 
27.53 
24.03 
24.07 
30.42 
28.40 


32 

15 

32 

65 

00 

31 

10 

14 

7 

7 

6 

. 32 

S5 

81 

37 

48 

1 

83 

24 

20 

8 

21 

22 

37 

64 

26 

17 

45 

20 

ao 


6 05 


64 


4 00 


06 


6.46 


06 


65 


67 


6.80 


08 


6 00 


60 


5.04 


70 


4 08 


71 


3 48 


72 


2 25 


S 


2.61 


74. 


7 05 


76 


6.14 


76 


6.20 


77 


7 81 


78 


0.76 


70 


25 E 


...do 


2.11 


80 


25 e:::: 

25 E 


...do 

...do 


.9094 
.9073 

.8066 
.8879 
.8934 
.8866 
.8914 
.9059 
.8976 
.8953 
.8709 


23.94 
24.30 
22.78 
25.98 
26.14 
27.67 
26.70 
27.90 
27.05 
24.64 
25.97 
26.37 
30.79 


6.87 


81 


6.72 


82 


25 E.... 
25 E.... 
25 E.... 


...do 

...do 

...do 


6.49 


83 


5.32 


84 


8.77 


85 


25 E 


...do. 


6.30 


86 


25 E.... 
25 E 


:..do:::::: 

...do 


6.52 


87 


5.51 


88 


25 E.... 


...do 


4.05 


80 


25 E.... 

26 E 


...do 

...do 


6.48 


00 


0.22 


01 


25 E 


...do 


6.35 


02 


oow.... 


Wyoming. 


8.04 


03* 


10 


13N.. 


103 W... 


4 


.8760 


20.81 


U 


4.88 


940 


25 


13 N.. 


104 W... 


...do 


2 


.8037 


26.65 


15 


5.01 


06 


26 
26 
26 
27 
27 
27 
13 


13N.. 
13 N.. 
13N.. 
13N.. 
13N.. 
13 N.. 
13 N.. 


108 W-... 
108W... 
108W... 
108W... 
108W... 
108W... 
108W... 


...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 


5 

6 4 

4 10 

5 
3 H 
5 
2 7 


.9496 
.9277 
.9062 


17.43 
20.91 
24.49 


13 
4 
6 
3 

19 
8 

34 


7.40 


06 


12.60 


07 


4.71 


06 


7.18 


00 






0.32 


100 






0.52 


101 


.8994 


25.65 


6.70 


102 


13 
23 


13 N.. 

14 N.. 


108 W. . . 


...do 


4 
2 U 


.9060 
.8818 


24.52 

28*77 


15 
32 


8.50 


108 


108 W... 


...do 


6.62 


104 


23 


14 N.. 


108 W... 


...do 


11 


.8892 


27.44 


20 


4.30 


105 


9 


14 N.. 


108 W... 


...do 


4 2 


.8885 


27.56 


7 


2.47 


100 


11 


14 N.. 


108W... 


...do 


7 2 


.9183 


22.45 


9 


11.14 


107 


36 


16 N.. 


108W... 


...do 


5 3 


.9022 


25.18 


21 


6.60 


108 


36 


16 N.. 


108W... 


...do 


6 


.8925 


26.86 


13 


6.06 


109 


17 


17 N.. 


106W... 


...do 


5 


.8798 


29.12 


11 


6.51 


110 


17 


17 N.. 


106W... 


...do 


6 3 


.9190 


22.34 


19 


0.82 


Ill 


17 


17 N.. 


106W... 


...do 


5 4 


.9111 


23.66 


10 


8.81 


112 


17 


17 N.. 


106W... 


...do 


5 1 


.9075 


24.26 





7.50 


113 


17 


17 N.. 


106 W... 


...do 


5 3 


.9050 


24.69 


10 


5.10 


114 


17 


17 N.. 


106W... 


...do 


4 6 


.9143 


23.12 


11 


8.86 


115 


17 


17 N.. 


106W... 


...do 


4 6 


.8848 


28.22 





2.28 


116 


17 
27 


17 N: . 
16 N.. 


106W... 
106W... 


...do 

...do 


4 10 

8 1 






4 
10 


3.02 


117 


.9003 


25.50 


8.68 


118 


27 


ION.. 


106W... 


...do 


5 6 


.9120 


23.50 


14 


5. SO 


119 


19 


17 N.. 


106W... 


...do 


5 


.8963 


26.19 


12 


7.17 


120 


19 


17 N.. 


106W... 


...do 


6 


.8702 


30.88 


14 


7.03 


121 


16 


17N.. 


106W... 


...do 


4 


.9456 


18.05 


14 


11.10 


122 


9 


17 N.. 


106W... 


...do 


7 3 


.9077 


24.23 


14 


4.27 


123 


9 


17 N.. 


106W... 


...do 


6 


.9197 


22.22 


10 


2.74 


124 


8 


18N.. 


107 W... 


...do 


5 9 


.9027 


25.09 


13 


5.80 


125 


8 


18 N.. 


107 W. . . 


...do 


3 3^ 


.8800 


29.09 


6 


8.73 


126 


8 


18 N.. 


107 W... 


...do 


1 8^ 


.9182 


22.47 


20 


11.71 


127 


24 


18 N.. 


107 W... 


...do 


6 3 


.9148 


23.03 


18 


7.27 


128 


24 


18 N.. 


107'W... 


...do 


2 4 


.8862 


27.97 


7 


6.05 


120 


5 


21 N.. 


107W... 


...do 


1 7 


.8706 


30.82 


8 


.60 


130 


5 


21 N.. 


107 W... 


...do 


5 


.8837 


28.42 


10 


.86 


131 


5 


21 N.. 


107 W... 


...do 


2 


.8889 


27.49 


50 


1.00 


132 






(«») 




2 4 


.8449 


[ 35.70 


50 


4.50 













a CoUected by A. R. Schults from flssUe shale described as Wasatch hi U. 8. Oeol. Survey BolLSSl, 
p. 222, 1910. 
ff CoUected by David White from a pofait near Elko, Nev. 
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OIL. 

Most oils obtained from the distillation of shale are reddish brown, 
and at ordinary temperatures range from semisolid vaseline-like 
products to a thin liquid. 

Samples 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 18, 19, 21, 23, 24, and 25 were distilled 
in the large field retort, and the resulting oils have a specific gravity 
ranging from 0.9109 (23.7"^ Baum6) to 0.9371 (19.4^ Baum6). The 
oils obtained from samples distilled in the small apparatus range in 
specific gravity from 0.8449 (35.7'' Baumfi) to 0.9496 (17.4^ Baumfi)^ 
though by far the larger number of samples show a specific gravity 
of less than 0.90 (25.0^ Baum6). The difference in the oils obtained 
by using the large and small apparatus is probably due to conditions 
of heating rather than to differences in original material, but the 
oil from all samples distilled in a particular apparatus may be as- 
sumed to have been obtained und^ conditions approximately similar. 
About one-fourth of the distillations were made in the Washington 
laboratory of the Bureau of Mines, with an apparatus similar to the 
small outfit used in the field. In order to compare the tests made 
in the laboratory with those made in the field with the small appa^ 
ratus, shale from two samples tested in the field was tested in the 
laboratory, and the results were found to check very closely. 

It was suggested at the beginning of the oil-shale investigations 
that distillation of shale with the injection of steam into the heated 
retort might result in a product of increased value, but before 1914 
no sample had been treated in such a way that a comparison of the 
value of dry and steam distillation could be made. The writer 
therefore during the first field season selected a sample of shale and, 
after careful mixing, divided the sample into two equal parts (142 
poimds each). One part was distilled dry and the other part dis- 
tilled in the same apparatus on the following day with the addition 
of steam to the heated mass. From the dry-distilled sample (No. 
19) oil was obtained at the rate of 6.27 gallons to the ton of shale; 
the steam-distilled sample (No. 18) yielded 22.88 gallons of oil to the 
ton. It is not likely that the larger yield of oil obtained from the 
second sample could be entirely due to the effect of the steam, and 
it is probable that to other factors, such as leakage, may in part be 
due the difference in quantity of oil obtained under the two methods 
of distillation. That the oil produced by steam distillation is not 
radically different from that produced by dry distillation is shown 
by the similar proportion of products which the oils yield on frac- 
tionation. (See table, p. 156.) It is unfortunate that in this test, 
the only one made on a large sample, there was no equipment 
available to ascertain the effect of steam distillation on the yield of 
ammonimn sulphate. Later, six samples of oil shale were distilled 
with steam at the Washington laboratory of the Bureau of Mines. 
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For these samples the quantity of oil derived by steam distillation 
exceeded that by dry distillation only slightly or in some samples 
not at all. At the same time the oil produced by steam distillation 
has a imiformly heavier gravity. The detailed results of these tests 
are given on page 160. 

Oils from nine samples treated in the field and in the laboratory 
were redistilled with the following results: 

RciulU offraciionation of shale ail. 



RfMnpl« No 


4 


6 


10 


18 


19 


27 


82 


51 


67 






Begins to boil at "G 


80 


52 


50 


70 


72 


65 


80 


70 


54 






Distillation (oablo oentime 
ters): 
TolOO'C 


6 
2 
2 


10 
.5 
1.5 


2 
3.5 

6.6 


2.5 

1 
2.5 


** 


4 

1.6 

1.5 


2.6 
8.6 
4.6 


7 

1 
1 


4 


100tol25*C 


2 


125 to 150* C 


8 






Total gasc^ine 


10 


12 


12 


6 




7 


10.5 





9 






150tol75*C 


2 
2 
5 

7.5 



6 


10 


8 
6 

7.6 
7 

7.5 
13 


6 
5 
5 
6 

7 
7 


6.5 


3 
3 
4 
6 
7 
17 


6 

6 

6 

8 

8.6 

9 


2 

4 
4 
6 

6.5 
13 


6 


175 to 200" C 


4.6 


200 to 225*0 


6 


226 to 250* C 


5 


250 to 275*0 


7 


275 to 300*0 


12 






Total keroflttie 


28.5 


32 


40 


85 


86.5 


80 


42.5 


86.6 


88.6 






Total distillate 


38.5 
91.5 


44 

56 


61 
89 


41 
59 


46.5 
63.6 


46 
54 


63 

47 


44.6 
61.5 


476 


Total residuum 


52.6 


Amoni^to^olll used. . . r 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


06 


100 






Specific gravity at e0*F.! 


0.8937 
.7947 
.8602 
.9695 


0.8850 
.7769 
.8466 
.9643 


0.9138 
.8090 
.8260 
.9884 


0.9290 
.7974 
.8742 
.9894 


0.9327 
.8202 
.8876 

1.0160 


.06946 
.7849 
.8722 
.9684 


0.8838 
.7568 
.8624 
.9368 


0.9126 
.7838 
.8682 
.9605 


0.9126 


Gasoline 


.7606 


Kerosene 


.8638 


Residuum 


.9628 






Asphalt . per cent by weight . . 

Paraffin ^ . . do 

Sulphur do... 

Nitrogen do... 

Unsaturated hydrocarbons: 
Crude per cent. . 


1.35 

7.70 

.54 

1.848 


.82 
6.93 
1.06 

.887 


2.82 
2.22 


4.10 
8.72 


3.62 
1.63 


2.49 

4.60 

.78 

1.267 

"ei 


.47 
4.70 
1.42 
1.849 

72 
67 


1.40 

9.21 

.41 

1.890 


1.08 

4.00 

.09 


2.198 

82 

64 


1.640 

86 
71 


1.648 

81.6 
71 


2.136 


Kerosene do.... 


55 


55 


62 


» 



A study of the table reveals a fairly uniform quantity of products 
from the different samples, the gasoline ranging from 6 to 12 per cent, 
the kerosene from 28.5 to 49 per cent, the paraflSn from 1.63 to 7.70 
per cent, and the sulphur from 0.41 to 1.42 per cent. The samples 
for fractionation were chosen to illustrate both range in physical 
character, of the shale and wide geographic distribution. Sample 4 
was from massive shale obtained near Soldier Summit, Utah (for 
location see PI. X); sample 6, from brown shale near Elko, Nev.; 
sample 10, from massive shale in sec. 9, T. 1 N., R. 103 W., Colo, 
(see PL XVni); samples 18 and 19, from massive shale in sec. 16, 
T. 2 N., R. 98 W., Colo. (No. 18, steam distilled; No. 19, same 
sample, dry distilled); sample 27, from papery shale in sec. 11, T. 1 
N., R. 97 W., Colo.; sample 32, from massive shale in sec. 11, T. 1 N., 
R. 97 W., Colo.; sample 51, from massive shale in sec. 6, T. 6 S., R. 
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94 W., Colo.; sample 67, from massive black shale in sec. 1, T. 7 S.. 
R. 98 W., Colo. 

The samples, except No. 27, were obtained within a few inches of 
the outcrop and probably were slightly weathered, although physical 
evidence of weathering in the type of shale sampled extends only a 
very short distance back from the outcrop. As the papery shale 
w:eathers to considerable distance back from the outcrop a drift 18 
feet long was driven for the purpose of obtaining a sample (No. 27), 
but the zone of weathering had not been passed at the point of 
sampUng. 

In order to determine the behavior of shale oil when subjected to 
the Rittman process ^ of refinement, two samples were tested at the 
Pittsburgh laboratory of the Bureau of Mines. The only samples of 
shale oil available for these tests were two obtained by Woodruff * 
in 1913 from field distillations of shale described below. The samples 
had remained sealed since the date of original distillation and were 
therefore probably not greatly altered. Each sample was fractionated 
in the ordinary way with the following results : 

Fractionation of tihaU oil by ordinary method. 



PiStlUfttloD- 


Sample A: Specific 
aravity, 0.882; boU- 
Ing point, 32- C. 


Sample B: Specific 
KTavlty, 0.925; boil- 
ing po|nt, 26" C. 




Porcentago 
by weight. 


Speclftc 
gravity. 


Percentage 
by weight. 


Specifo 
gravity. 


To75*C 


3.4 
2.4 
4.8 
6.6 
9.4 
A. 6 
9.8 
7.2 
9.4 
8.7 
8S.6 


0.601 
.738 
.764 
.775 
.795 
.821 
.844 
.866 
.892 
.901 

Solid. 


2.5 
1.6 
3.6 
6.6 
6.8 
6.7 
6.1 
6.4 
7.2 
9.0 
43.0 


0.700 


75* to 100" C 




100* to 126* C 


.772 


WS^tolWC 


.792 


lS0'tol75'C 


.814 


175* to 200* C 


.S42 


200'*to225*C ... 


862 


225**to260*'C 


.884 


250'to275T 


.913 


275* to 300" C N 


.920 


Residuum 


SoUd. 







The residuuip over 175^ C. of each sample (A and B) was then 
divided into twq parts (A and A', B and B') and run in a Rittman 
furnace with 150 pounds pressure, diiBFerent temperature being used 
for each part, as indicated below. 

A. Sabsurfaoe sample from north side of White River, 6 miles east of White River st<»ge station, T. 9 S., 
R.25£.,Utah. Bed, 3 feet 6 inches thicl:. Yield, 33.3 gaUons of oil to the short ton of shale. 

B. Sample obtained 4 miles north of Ntnemllo Creek, approximately in sec. 12, T. II B., R. 16 B., Utah. 
Bed, 6 inches thick. Yield, 39 gallons of oil to the short ton of shale. 

1 Rittman, W. F., T>atton, C. B., and Dean, E. W., Mannftictan of gasoline and bentene-toluene from 
petroleum and oth^ hydrocarbons: Bur. Mines Bull. 114, 1916. 
> Woodruff, B. O., and Pay, D. T., op. cit. pp. 4, 19, 20. 
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Rittman fwrnaee Usti on ruiduium obtained from cKHiUaiUmi of$haie oil at temperature 
over 17S** C. Preuure 150 pounds (gage reading). 



Sample A. 



Sample A'. 



Samples. 



Sample B'. 



Temperature aaed (*C.) 

Speoiflo gravity of residuum — 
Specific gravity of recovered oil 
Dtage recovery 



626 

a 990 

.901 

79 



660 

0.920 

.902 

79 



626 

a057 

.929 

82 



000 
a067 



70 



The oil recovered from the treatment in the Rittman furnace was 
then distilled with the following results: 

DietUlation of oil recovered from Rittman teste of shale oil. 





Sample A. 


Sample A'. 


Sample B. 


SaiiQkleB'. 




aooi 


a902 

4.2 

a6.2 

8.0 

ia7 

13.8 
20.0 


a929 


aOBO 


IflbiUllttHoa (per oeot by weight)- 

To75" 


S.8 


TolOO* 


3.2 
1.1 
1.4 
2.7 
7.0 


2.8 
1.1 
1.6 

it 


al.8 


100»tol28' 


2.5 


126»tol80" 


2L7 


160'tol76* 


4.2 


176*to200' 


6^9 







a Distillation, 76* to 100* C. 

An examination of the above tables shows that by ordinary 
methods of fractionation Samples A and B will yield 22.6 and 19.0 
per cent, respectively, of distillate up to 175*^ C. Treatment of the 
residuum above 175^ C. in the Rittman furnace with 150 pounds 
pressure and temperatures of 625** to 600® C. produoes an oil which 
will yield additional fractions below 175® C. according to the tem- 
perature used in the furnace. Tests of two samples of shale oil do 
not furnish adequate data for generaUzations but merely indicate 
that under proper treatment shale oil may be made to yield a much 
larger percentage of gasoline than that shown in the tables on pages 
156 and 157. 

AMMOmni BXriiPHATB. 

Inasmuch as one of the valuable products derived from the distilla^ 
tion of shale in Scotland is ammonium sulphate, it is interesting to 
compare the amount of nitrogen in the shale with the amount that is 
accounted for in the products of distillation. The following table is 
based on the assumption that all the nitrogen in the shale can be con- 
verted to ammonium sulphate: 
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Relation between total amount of nitrogen in shale and amount accounted for in product$ 

cf distillation. 



No. 



Nitrogen 
In abalfi. 



TtMtOTitloal 

«Uiv»l«nt 

Inam- 

monfum 

suJphata 

(par ton of 



yj*id or 

oil per 
ton of 



NJtrogea 
In oil. 



EquJv^lant 

ammo- 

njum 

snip hate 

(pur too of 



AiELmo< 
GJum 

from gas 
(pertou of 



TotAl 

nttrogoo 

for In 

ammoEUum 

aulpliBtQ 

(per lOQ of 

fikato). 



Total 

iiftrog«ii tin* 

aecountod 

forJn 

ammotiJfim 

sulplmt« 

(pELTtOD of 



4... 

6... 
27.. 
32.. 
51.. 
57.. 
63.. 
64.. 
66.. 
66.. 
67.. 
68.. 
60.. 
74.. 
77.. 
92.. 
101 
129. 
131 
132. 



Per cent. 

0.39 
.39 
.46 
.54 
.46 

1.22 
.53 
.35 
.73 
.80 

1.30 
.70 
.32 
.43 
.68 
.60 
.68 
.10 
.50 
.85 



Pownia. 
36.6 
86.6 
48.2 
50.8 
43.2 

115.0 
49.9 
33.0 
68.8 
75.4 

122.5 
66.0 
80.1 
40.5 
64.1 
56.7 
64.1 
9.4 
47.1 

8ai 



OoXUmt. 
16.8 
86.8 

8.4 
40.6 
28.0 
65.8 
32.0 
15.0 
32.0 
55.0 
90.0 
81.0 
19.0 
32.0 
37.0 
30.0 
34.0 

8.0 
50.0 
50.0 



Percent. 
1.848 
.887 
1.267 
1.849 
1.820 
2.135 



Pounds. 
10.9 
26.7 
8.7 
26.1 
18.2 
50.0 



Poundt. 
8.5 
6.0 
18.8 
8.5 
7.8 
7.0 
7.0 
4.1 
5.4 

7.0 
5.0 
7.1 
7.8 
3.9 
5.7 
.7 
2.0 
4.5 



Pounds. 
14.4 
32.7 
22.0 
84.6 
25.5 
57.0 



Pmimde. 

22.2 

3.9 

21.2 

16.2 

17.7 

68.0 

b42.9 

^28.9 

»68.4 

bll5.6 
^69.0 
^25.1 
»33.4 
b66.3 
b52.8 
^58.4 
58.7 
b45.1 
675.6 



a Not determined. 

b Nitrogen unaocoonted for is much greater in these samples because the amount in oil was not deter- 
mined. 

It will be noticed that in no test has the entire amount of nitrogen 
present in the shale been accounted for in the products of distilla- 
tion, and except for one sample (No. 6) there is a larger amount of 
nitrogen unaccoimted for than the amount which was extracted from 
the fixed gas in the form of ammonium sulphate. In the samples 
tested the amount of ammonium sulphate extracted from the perma- 
nent gas averages 11.1 per cent of the theoretical total amount of 
ammonium sulphate available from the shale, and an average of 41 
per cent of the theoretical total available ammoniimi sulphate is 
accounted for by the nitrogen in the shale oil itself. Therefore the 
theoreticaUy available ammonium sulphate unaccounted for averages 
more than twice as much as is extracted from the gas produced in 
the distillation* of the shale. In the shale works of Scotland distilla- 
tion is carried on with the injection of steam, which results, accord- 
ing to Steuart,^ in practically doubling the amoimt of ammoniimi 
sulphate that is extracted from the permanent gas by the dry method. 
The table given above indicates that there is ample nitrogen in the 
shale to allow the extraction of double the amount of ammonium 
sulphate obtained in the dry distillation, provided the right process 
is used. 

^ Bteuart, D. R., The oil shale of the Lothiaos, 2d ed., p. 144, Scotland Oeol. Survey Mem., 1912. 
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During May, 1916, six samples of oil shale were tested at the Bureau 
of Mines, with an apparatus similar to that used in the field, but so 
arranged that superheated steam was injected into the retort during 
the entire process of distillation. The samples were selected to repre- 
sent a wide geographical distribution, as well as differences in rich- 
ness and physical character, and the results of the tests are extremely 
interesting. Each of the samples had been tested previously in the 
field apparatus without steam, and the results therefore furnished 
factors that may be used to convert the results of field tests into 
what are very probably close approximations to results to be expected 
from commercial practice. 

Comparison of steam and dry distillation. 





OU. 


Ammonium sulphate. 


■uiple 


With steam. 


Without steam. 


Theoretical 

yield, 
equivalent 

in shale 

(pounds per 

ton). 


Yield as determined. 


No. 


Yield 
(gallons 
per ton). 


Specific giBTlty. 


Yield 
(gaUons 
per ton). 


Spedilo gravity. 


With 

steam 

(pounds 

per ton). 


Without 

steam 

(pounds 

per ton). 


4 


23.0 
10.0 
44.0 
80.0 
65.0 
50.0 


0.9346 (19. 7»B.) 
.9135(23.2»B.) 
.e630(16.3»B.) 
.0234(21.6»B.) 
.0286 (20. 7* B.) 
.0109(23.7»B.) 


16.8 
8.4 
40.6 
28.0 
55.0 
50.0 


0.8937 (26. 6»B.) 
.8046(26.6«B.) 
.8838?28.4*B.) 
.9126(23.4»B.) 
.9052 (24. 6' B.) 
.8449(36.7»B.) 


86.6 
43.2 
50.8 
43.2 
75.4 
80.1 


13.4 
29.9 
34.0 
15.8 
23.1 
8.4 


3.5 


27 

82 

51 

66 

188 


18.3 
8.5 
7.3 
9.6 
4.6 



The average amount of ammonium sulphate produced from the 
shale by steam distillation was about two and one-half times the 
amount obtained from the same samples by dry distillation, thus pro- 
viding a factor for the conversion of the figure for ammonium sul- 
phate by dry distillation to ammonium sulphate which may be 
obtained with steam distillation (the method practiced in the oil- 
shale industry of Scotland and France). 

In the six samples tested an average of 37.8 per cent of the nitrogen 
in the shale was accounted for in the ammonium sulphate obtained 
by steam distillation, compared, with an average of '15.7 per cent 
recovered by dry distillation. During the two seasons the yield of 
ammonium sulphate was determined for 57 of the samples that 
yielded more than 15 gallons of oil to the ton of shale. In these 
samples an average of 6.7 pounds of ammonium sulphate to the ton 
was obtained. This multiplied by 2.6, the factor mentioned above, 
gives an average of 16.7 pounds of ammonium sulphate to the ton, 
which seems to be a fair estimate of the quantity that may be pro- 
duced in commercial practice from shale of the area examined in 
1914 and 1915. 
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Sliale samples 4, 6| 27| 32, 51 , and 57 were analyzed by methods 
used in making xdtimate anidyses of coal, with the following resxdts: 

Analiy9e$ of §ample8 of thdU from the Chretn River formadon in Colorado, TJiak, and 

Nevada. 

pIM^fttfheWadilngtanlabonKtQryoftliBBiiMtaofMlii^ 1 D. Davis, ehamlflt in ohaige.] 



Na 



Baa 



T. 



R. 



Fonn 
of 

■Daly- 

Bl8.a 



PrnrliiMita 



Moto- 
tura. 



Vola- 
tUe 

mat* 
ter. 



Fixed 
oer- 
bon. 



Ultimate. 



Sul- 
phor. 



dro- 
gen. 



Oai^ 

bon. 



Ni- 
tro- 
gen. 



Oxy- 
gen. 



Haat. 

vaKw 

(Britfah 

thflT. 

units). 



4. 

6., 
27 
33. 
61. 
67 



IN, 
IN. 
6 8. 
7S. 



WW. 
WW. 
94 W. 
98 W. 



1.06 



1.06 



3.18 



.46 



.86 



88.56 

38.91 
46.04 
46.63 
19.55 
30.19 
37.90 
88.07 
89.86 
40.03 
61.60 
63.04 



6&48 
66.13 
46.73 
46.31 
79.00 
81.69 
63.66 
63.98 
60.96 
6a 31 
46.38 
46.68 



a37 

.38 

1.07 

1.08 

1.08 

1.13 

.56 

.65 

.30 

.30 

.95 

.96 



1.80 
1.70 
6.19 
6.13 
1.75 
1.44 
3.76 
3.73 
3,34 
3.30 
4.83 
4.36 



13.87 
13.51 
86.76 
37.16 
8.34 
8.61 
33.48 
33.58 
18.87 
18.96 
86.40 
36.71 



a39 
.39 
.39 
.39 
.46 
.48 
.54 
.66 
.46 
.46 
1.33 
1.38 



18.74 
l&OO 
ia86 
10.04 
9.37 
6.76 
11.03 
ia67 
18.18 
17.88 
10.88 
ia31 



J2S 
3,390 

7,714 

7.796 

1,167 

1,196 

4,013 

4,080 

8,066 

8,068 

-976 

080 



% 



a Analysis A represents the oompoeltfon of the sample as it oomes firom the gnmnd. Aaalysta O 
ip r e a cn ts the theoretical condition of the shale after all the molstare has been ellmwated, 



^ Soldier Summit, Utah. 

c The oonditlaos of heating in the vobtile matter determination are diflerant ttook thoae in the ash dalaiw 
mination. and owing to dillerent reactions the quantity of inorganic residue is not the same in both. Ai 
a result, the value oi the fixed carbon is for some examples negative. 

<iEiko,Nev. 

In addition to the ultimate analyses shown above, the percentages 
of nitrogen and sulphur in 14 samples of shale tested for oil in 1916 
were determined, with the following results: 

Partial analysee of eamplee of shaiefrom Utah and Wyoming. 
{Blade at the Washington laboratory of the Burean of Mixies; J. D. Davis, chemist in obacga.) 



Sample No. 


Looation. 


NitiQgea. 


^ 


Sea 


T. 


R. 


-State. 


68 


30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
36 
9 
18 
6 
6 


US 

118 

US 

US 

118 

118 

118 

118 

108 

13N 

18N 

31N 

31N 


36B.... 
35E ... 


Utah 

do 


Percent. 

0.58 
.86 
.78 
.80 

1.80 
.70 
.33 
.43 
.68 
.60 
.68 
.10 
.60 
.86 


PereettL 
0.68 


04 J 


•81 


66 


36B.... 


do 


.70 


66 


36E.... 


do 


.87 


67 


36E 


do 


L69 


08 


35E.... 


do 


.68 


69 


35E.... 


do 


.81 


74 


36E ... 


do 


.43 


77 


35E 


do.'. .. 


56 


Si:::::::-:::::::::::::::::::::: 


99W... 
108W... 
107W... 
107 W... 


Wyoming... 

do. 

do 

do . 


.71 
1.66 


lao 


.77 


181 


3.78 


183 






5.16 













a Elko, Nev. 



4e990^— Bull. 641F-16 i 



Digitized 



by Google 



162 CONTKIBUnONS TO ECONOMIC GEOLOGY, 1916, PABT n, 

6£OIiOOT. 
THE SHALE. 

The Green River formation, of early Tertiary (Eocene) age, con- 
sists predominantly of shale. It exhibits on the weathered outcrop 
a more or less white color^ but closer examination reveals an alterna- 
tion of gray, bluish gray, and white bands. (See Pk. XI and XIII.) 
The shale that yields the most oil when subjected to distillation, is 
that which weathers into massive benches of grayish-blue color but 
which is dark brown to black on a freshly broken surface. After 
this tough rich shale, which appears to be without bedding planes or 
laminations, is heated and the. oil driven off it crumbles easily and 
exhibits true shale structure. Where thin benches of rich shale are 
interbedded with lean or barren shale, the former, being resistant, 
weathers to projecting ledges. (See PL XIV, A.) Some of the very 
rich beds show a vitreous luster similar to that of coal. The massive 
shale (PI. XVI, A) is exceedingly tough, resists erosion to a remark- 
able degree, and as it weathers to a bluish-white surface and will bum 
when ignited the ranchers of some parts of the region refer to it as 
**white rock that will bum." When freshly broken, the shale gives 
off an odor of petroleum. All gradations exist between this hard, 
tough, massive rock and the papery shale (PL XVI, B), which 
weathers to curly forms. The papery shale is in a few places black, 
but usually light brown, and the thin plates of weathered shale are 
remarkably flexible, a characteristic which distinguishes it from ordi- 
nary carbonaceous shale. Weathering affects the papery shale to a 
distance of more than 20 feet back from the outcrop, but, except 
along joint planes, the hard, massive shale shows httle evidence of 
weathering for more than a quarter of an inch from the exposed 
surface. Oil has been distilled from the papery shale as well as from 
the hard, massive variety, although in smaller quantity. 

The hard, rich shale that crops out as projecting ledges and weathers 
to a gray or grayish-blue color is dark brown to black on the un- 
weathered surface, and in all probabihty weathering does not affect 
the oil-yielding capacity of the shale to any considerable depths. Most 
of the samples for distillation were taken after chipping away the part 
of the bed that had been changed from dark to light color, and for 
most of the samples this required the removal of only an inch or two 
of weathered shale. In order to determine the difference between the 
shale just back of this obviously weathered zone and that a foot 
or so deeper samples 65 and 66 were taken from a single bed near 
Watson, Utah. Plate XIV, B, shows the relative position of the 
materials for the two samples, as well as the manner in which the 
fresh shale breaks when mined. Sample 66 was obtained after 
blasting away an average of about 18 inches of outcrop shale; sample 
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65 was taken within an inch or two of the weather-exposed face. 
The yield of oil for sample 65 was at the rate of 32 gallons to the 
short ton, but sample 66 gave nearly twice as much, or 55 gallons 
of oil to the ton. 

Inasmuch as the samples of shale for the tests listed on pages 
152-154 were obtained near the outcrop, like sample 65, it is safe to 
assume that the results given in this paper do not represent the maxi- 
mum yield that may be obtained from the same shale when it is mined. 

Although oil may be obtained from the shale by destructive 
distillation, it does not appear that more than a small percentage ex- 
ists in the Bhale as oil; at least oil has not been found in commercial 
quantity in two wells that have been drilled into the shale in north- 
western Colorado. The *'gas well" in sec. 22, T. 1 N., R. 97 W., is 
about 400 feet deep, and develops a strong flow of artesian water, 
together with considerable gas, but no oil. This well does not reach 
the richest shale beds. Anotjier well, drilled to a depth of 1,345 
feet in sec. 30, T. 2 S., R. 94 W., apparently passes through the Green 
River formation and penetrates the underlying Wasatch formation, 
but develops only a show of oil, and that apparently near the con- 
tact between the two formations. A spring in sec. 14, T. 1 N., R. 
97 W., east of Piceance Creek, issues from between two rich beds of 
shale. The water is of excellent quality and does not show any evi- 
dence of oil or gas. 

The following description of the microscopic structure of the shale 
was fiimished by Charles A. Davis, who at the time of his death was 
engaged in making a careful study of the rocks with special attention 
to their fossil content: 

The shale as seen under the microeeope varies as greatly in appearance and structure 
as it does when examined with the unaided eye, according to the locality and bed 
from which the material examined originally came. The darker specimens yield 
sections showing characteristic opacity, density, and compactness of structure and 
fineness of grain. The lighter-colored samples show less opacity and appear more 
granular, even when casually examined. Specimens from the same sample also 
present quite different appearances, according to the direction in which the section 
is cut. 

Under low powers of the compound microscope sections cut transverse to the bedding 
planes show a more or less distinct lamination or banded structure, the dark-brown 
to light-yellow bands alternating irregularly with colorless or light-grayish onea 
Usually the dark bands of the section are longer and more continuous than the light 
bands. 

Under higher magnifications these bands resolve themselves into a series of mora 
or less discontinuous thin lanunse, of which the brown and yellow or dark ones are 
certainly longer and more continuous than the gray or colorless ones. Careful in> 
spection shows that the dark laminae are usually not easily resolvable into granules^ 
while the light ones are -obviously made up chiefly of particles of crystals of mineral 
matter; much of the mineral matter is very finely divided, although some sand is 
present. Moreover, most of the laminae containing mineral matter are lens-shaped, and 
in the samples in which they were carefully examined many of them were found to- 
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be from two to ei^t or ten times as long as they aie thick, and the darker lamine 
in the same sections are characteristically many times longer than they are thick. 
In addition to these general characteristics shown in the cross sections the samples 
exhibit the following features: 

1. Well-marked openings, in places of polygonal or even square outline, but more 
commonly of inegular lens shape or the shape of a flatten<)d sphere. The larger of 
such openings occur usually in the lenses of mineral matter that is in the form of coarse 
particles. Some of these openin^i still contain bits of crystallin 3 minerals, and othen 
contain fine ailty residues. It is thus evident that the openings themselves may have 
been formed by the breaking up of the original filling, which corresponds to that of 
the shorter, lens-shaped lamiiue, during the cutting of the section. 

2. Irregularly distributed black opaque bodies, which glisten by reflected light. 
These fill lenslike openings that seem identical with those just described, as well as 
other openings, including the Inegularly polygonal matrices of minerals. The 
material forming the opaque bodies only partiy fills some of the openings in which it 
occurs. Such partiy filled spaces show by their irregular filling and by the relation 
of the opaque matter to included minerals that they have been filled by local intrusion 
from the surrounding walls, as the material has not yet been observed running from 
one cavity to another, and unfilled cavities are numerous near and between those that 
are filled. 

3. Very dark brown or black Unes, which seem to represent the edges of vegetable 
structures such as fibers, filaments, or films that are of different composition or are 
more fully carbonized than the general mass of material with which* they were laid 
down. These dark lines are in places interlaminated with light-colored organic matter 
and clearly can not be considered as intrusions into the laminated material after it 
was laid down, as the whole series of laminse is in places very finely wrinkled and each 
individual layer is of extreme thinness, many being less than a micron thick. As 
these very thin light-colored laminie are entirely conformable with the thinnest dark 
ones, they must have been laid down with them. The thicker dark laminse, being 
more opaque than the light ones, can not be so readily resolved for measurement, 
but where they have been carefully studied they show minute secondary lamination 
as well as the inclusion of thin lines of inorganic sediment, a structure which clearly 
proves their sedimentary origin and entirely undisturbed condition. 

The wide range of variation in the characteristics of the structure, bedding, and 
grain of the different samples of shale examined makes it impossible to discuss all the 
variations which have been found, but the points brought .out are the most striking 
ones noted in examiniDg the cross sections. 

A study of sections made parallel with the bedding planes of the oil-3delding shale 
shows also a large number of variations, even in the same fragment. The dark sam- 
ples in general give the most interesting sections, the lighter-colored ones showing 
chiefly finely divided amorphous particles of mineral matter, mixed with crystalline 
partides, which are possibly of secondary origin, and with scattered fragments which 
from their color and structure are easily recognizable as of organic origin— that is, 
derived from the remains of plants or animals. 

The examination of a large number of horizontal sections shows that the laminse 
are not generally flat or perfectiy horizontal, but rather occur in undulating bands, 
apparently formed while the material was still in the process of deposition. Some 
horizontal sections of darker samples show only slightiy granular or nearly homo- 
geneous texture, with no inclusions. Other sections show a large number of minute 
plants and plant remains that are surprisingly well preserved. In general , these plant 
remains are embedded in the same sort of material of which the seemingly structure- 
less sections are composed. Some of this structureless material can be resolved by 
careful manipulation to show a granular structure, and under such conditions the 
shadowy outlines of plant remains can be seen in some sections. 
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The inlerence is clear that the stmctoreleBB material piobably originated in a col- 
lection of plant d^riB which has by decomposition and the activitiefl of bacteria and 
other microocopic organisms passed into a jelly-like phase such as is to be found in 
certain kinds of modem peat deposits. The plant remains that have been found in 
the shale from every locality which has furnished samples are those of microscopic 
algae mixed in smaller percentage with pollen and similar parts of higher plants. 
Animal remains are rare in the material studied, and those noted were chiefly the 
remains of insects in a very fragmental state. ^ 

It seems apparent, therefore, that the study of the microscopic structure of this 
shale as seen in vertical and horizontal sections leads to the conclusion that the material 
was laid down originally in water and that it passed through a series of stages of de- 
composition before consolidation and lithiflcation had taken place. The remarkably 
well preserved state of the delicate plant structures which have been examined 
indicates very slight disturbances of the original material and an almost entire lack 
of changes produced by the action of the usual metamorphosing agencies since 
lithification. 

STBATIGBAPHY. 

The oil-yielding shale is confined almost entirely to the middle 
part of the Green River formation, and dm*ing the present examina- 
tion little attention was paid to rocks of other formations. In north- 
western Colorado the Green River formation is the yoimgest present, 
but north of White River and only a few miles west of the Colorado- 
Utah line the Bridger formation rests unconformably on the Green 
River as well as older formations, and along the northern edge of 
the Uinta Basin in Utah the Bridger obscures the entire outcrop of 
the oil shale. The Bridger formation also occupies the central part 
of the Green River basin in southwestern Wyoming and west of 
Burnt Fork and south of Carter overlaps the Wasatch formation, 
covering the outcrop of the Green River. 

The Green River formation is underlain, by the Wasatch and this 
in turn by the Mesaverde, which in Colorado and Utah is coal bearing. 
The Wasatch in Wyoming contains valuable beds of coal, which may 
be needed for fuel when the shale-oil industry is developed. 

The Green River formation has a maximiun thickness near the 
mouth of Piceance Creek of about 2,600 feet and may be separated 
there on the basis of the presence or absence of oil-yielding shale 
into three fairly distinct parts. The upper and lower parts of the 
formation are practically barren, but the middle part of the forma- 
tion contains, at every locality examined, beds of shale that will 
yield considerable oil. A single test was made of shale from the 
upper division of the formation, which yielded 0.31 gallon of oil to 
the ton of shale (sample 42, p. 153). The section measured near the 
mouth of Piceance Creek (H, pp. 177-178) shows the oil-yielding part 
,of the formation to be 1,650 feet thick, whereas the lower barren part 
is only 342 feet thick and the upper barren part 716 feet thick. 
According to measurements made near Morris station (O, p. 182) on 
the Book Cliffs, the upper 595 feet of the section there exposed is 
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oil yielding, but the underlying part, 1,487 feet thick, includes no 
beds that will yield any appreciable quantity of oil. The great 
thickness of lower barren beds near Morris corresponds very closely 
with the thickness of the lower part of the formation as described 
by Woodruffs in a section measured along the Mount Logan trail 
in sec. 26, T. 7 S., R. 97 W., only a few miles to the west and on 
the same general cliJBF. In general the lower member of the Green 
River formation is^xtremely variable both in thickness and char- 
acter. Along Evacuation Creek, near Dragon, Utah (sec. Q, pp. 
183-184), this member includes about 600 feet of coarse sandstone, 
oolite, and shale with no persistent bed and some very remarkable 
lenticular beds. Only a few miles away, in HeUs Hole Canyon, north- 
west of Watson (sec. T, pp. 185-186), the lower part of the Green 
River formation includes largely shale with comparatively thin sand- 
stone beds and only a little oolite. 

In contrast to this extreme irregularity in the lower part of the 
formation the thin beds of the oil-yielding portion are remarkably 
persistent. Sections Q, S, and T, representing the strata exposed at 
three places in eastern Utah, separated from one another by 5 and 7 
miles (see PL XVIII), show three thin beds of sandstone which are 
remarkably regular in thickness, and at the same time the interval 
between them varies only slightly from place to place. 

The line between the Wasatch and Green River formations is very 
difficult to follow because of lack of exposures and very hard to 
identify accurately from place to place. There seems to be a gen- 
eral gradation from the upper part of the Wasatch formation into 
the lower part of the Green River, and it is possible that the correla- 
tions shown on Plate XVII are not absolutely correct. 

The Green River formation consists principally of shale but con- 
tains, especially in its lower part, bads of sandstone, many of which 
are ripple marked. Most sections show one or more beds of oolite 
and some conglomerate or conglomeratic sandstone. Near the old 
Black Dragon mine, Utah, however, the lower part of the formation, 
according to measurements made by Woodruff,* contains oolite and 
sandstone equal to more than half of the exposed thickness of beds 
(529 feet). There is at the base of the upper part of the formation 
on Yellow and Piceance creeks a bed of massive brown sandstone 
which may be equivalent to the Tower sandstone of Powell* in 
southwestern Wyoming. As is shown by the sections given below, 
there are in nearly every section many beds of shale that will yield 
at jeast 15 gallons of crude oil to the ton, but the correlation of beds 
from one measm^ed section to another, although the sections may be , 

1 Woodruff, E. G., and Day, D. T., op. cit., p. 14. 
» Idem, pp. 16, 17. 

* Powell, J. W., Geology of the eastern porUon of tbe Uinta Moantains, pp. 40-4S, U. S. OeoL and Geog. 
Survey Terr. , 2d div. , 1876. 
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only a few miles apart, is very uncertain. A careful study of the 
strata exposed in a continuous cliff face a mile or more in extent 
shows that although the formation appears to be remarkably regu- 
lar in thickness, individual beds vary greatly from place to place 
and that a single massive bed 5 feet thick at one place may change 
to comparatively thin-bedded shale within less than half a mile. 
Study of any single bed at several places along its outcrop to deter- 
mine its variability in thickness, beddings mode of weathering, and 
value as a source of oil was made impossible by lack of exposures 
except near the mouth of Piceance Creek in Colorado and along the 
west side of Green River in southwestern Wyoming. In the Colo- 
rado locality a zone of oil-producing shale was examined, carefully 
measured, and sampled at three localities within a distance of approxi- 
mately 1,100 feet along its outcrop with the following results: 

Sections ofoiMiole zone along the toeet side of Piceance Creek, Colo., in sec. 11, T. 1 N,, 



S4.I 



Ft. In. 

Shale, haid, black 1 2 

Shale, light brown 3 

Shale, dark brown 2 

Shale, light brown 1 

Shale, hard, black 7 

Shale, light brown.../ ) 

Shale, hard, black, in beds 2 

inches thick 6 

Shale, brown 2\ 

Shale, hard, dark 2 



Ft. 



Shale, brown, lean * 

Shale, hard, dark 

Shale, brown 

Shale, hard, dark 

Shale, lean 

Shale 

Shale, hard, black 1 



in. 

2 

3 

i 

1 

4i 

1 

2 



5 4 



LocmtioB S5, 100 feet N. 7* B. of IooUImi 14. 

Ft. to. 



Shale, dark brown 

Shale, hard, dark brown 

Shale, hard, black 

Shale, sandy, lean 1 

Shale, brown, rich 

Shale, hard, brown. 

Shale, brown, rich 



2 
2 

14 
4 
5 
3 
11 



Ft. 



Shale, hard, brown. 

Shale, rich 

Shale, hard, brown. 
Shale, brown, lean. 



to. 

2 

3 

14 
3 



Locmtimi SO, ftbout 1,000 feet N. 10« E. of looitioB S5. 



Shale, hard, dark 

Shale, brown, thin bedded . 

Shale, hard, dark 

Shale, lean 

Shale, hard, black 

Shale, brown 

Shale, hard, black 

Shale, brown 



Ft. to. 

1 
1 
44 

4 
54 

i 

4 

14 



Shale, hard, black. 

Shale, brown 

Shale, hard, black.. 

Shale...., 

Shale, hard, black.. 
Shale, brown, lean. 



Ft. 



to. 
84 
4 
44 
1 
3 
4 



3 3i 



1 Location numbers oorrespond to those used on the maps. Stratlgraphic sections are arranged so that 
the youngest beds are described first and snooessively older beds follow. 

s In this paper the term *' lean " is applied to shale that wlU .yield less than 16 gallons of oil to the short 
ton and "rich " to shale that will yield more than 15 gallons. 
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Samples from these localities when subjected to distillation gave 
the f oUowing results : 

RauUi ofdistiUation ofmimplei/nm thne looalUiet on a $mgU bed of Mk on iht tcwft 
Mt ofPuseance Creek, sec, 11, T, 1 JV., R, 97 W, 



LooiUonNa 


Totol 
thiokzMss 
sampled. 


Yield of 

oU per ton 

on£je. 


QimTftyofoOL 


U 


5 4 
4 3 
8 81 


GeOmt. 
28.0 
14.7 
81.0 


0.888(97.6*8.) 


85 


.887 (37.9* B.I 


ao 


.883 (38.6* B.) 







This zone contains shale which on weathering resembles somewhat 
closely a massive bed but which may be subdivided upon close exami- 
nation into a number of very thin units differing from one another 
only in minor particulars. The gravity of the oil derived from these 
samples is fairly uniform; but the quantity differs widely. It is 
possible that part of this difference in yield may be due to changes 
produced by weathering, although if such were the case it wotdd seem 
that the gravity of the oil in sample 35 would show a corresponding 
increase. However, the data at hand are not sufficient to make 
generalizations. 

Along both sides of Oreen River, Wyo., in Tps. 13 and 14 N., R. 108 
W., a single bed or zone of rich oil-yielding shale is exposed in almost 
continuous outcrop for several miles. The bed is made up of alter- 
nating thin benches of rich and lean shale which weather into a most 
characteristic form, so that the bed can be easily identified from place 
to place. The richer benches weather to grayish-blue ledges which 
project beyond the softer lean shale, as shown in Plates XTTT, B, and 
XrV, A. In places slabs 3 or 4 feet square and only an inch thick 
have weathered out and lie scattered over the surface. The four 
sections given below illustrate the variability of the different parts 
of the bed. The residts of the field distillations of samples taken at 
three of the places are given in a separate table following. 

Sectione ofshtde bed along Oreen River, Wyo, 
LocatlOB M, Mc 27, T. IS N.. R. 108 W. 

Ft in. 



Shale, hard, black, rich i 

Shale, soft, brown, lean 5 

Shale, hajd, black, rich 1 

Shale, soft, brown, lean 8 

Shale, hard, black, rich..... 2 



Ft. in 

Shale, soft, brown, lean 1 8 

Shale, hard, black, rich 3 



3 3i 
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SeeUona o/ahdU bed along Green River, H^.— Oomtiiraed. 



s 



101» Mc 18, T. 18 N^ R. IM W. 



Pt. in. 

f3hal6, hard, black, rich 6 

fShale, thin bedded, brown, lean. . . 2 

Shale, hard, black, rich 10 

Shale, thin bedded, broTm, lean. . 3 

Shale, hard, black, rich 2 



Shale, thin bedded, brown, lean. 
Shale, hard, black, rich 



Ft in. 

Shale, thin bedded, brown, lean. . 5 

Shale, hard, black, rich 1 1 

Sandstone 1 



LoaitfMi 108» Me. 28» T. 14 N., R. 106 W. 

Shale, hard, black, rich. 



Ft. In. 
4 
5 

2 7 



Ft. in. 
1 5 

3 



105, Me. 0, T. 14 N^ B. 108 W. 

Shale, browniah, black, thin bedded, lean; not sampled 



Ft. in. 
. 2 4 



RetuUe ofdiedUation ofiomplei of shale from three localities along the outcrop of a single 
bedin Tps, IS and 14 N., R, 108 TT., Wyimwng. 



LoOBtloaNo. 


Total 
sampled. 


Yield of 

oflper 

vhorfton 

of shale. 


• 
Onvityoroil. 


Yield ol 

sulphate 

per short 

ton of 

shale. 


90 : 


Ft. in. 

\ f 

8 


CUOffna. 
19 
34 
82 


Notdetennined. 

0.8094 (26.66* B.). 

.8818(28.77«B.). 


POttlMb. 

9.8 


100 


5.7 


103 


6.0 







In many places massive beds of dark, totigli, rich shale contain 
lenses of coarse sand that show no free oil. In other places small 
masses (some of them mere films, between beds) of soUd black hydro- 
carbon are fomid in the shale. Hydrocarbon occmring in this way 
in a small gulch east of Piceance Creek near its mouth possesses aU 
the properties of elaterite, but in most places the material is similar 
to gUsonite, In sec. 14, T. 1 N., R. 97 W., this elaterite may be seen 
at a number of places between two beds of rather rich shale. In 
some places, such as Hay Gulch, in sec. 36, T. 1 N., R. 96 W., there 
are pockets of black material which have the shape of partly com- 
pressed stems but which show no woody structure, as would be ex- 
pected if they were carbonized wood. The material contained in 
these pockets is not soluble in ether, chloroform, gasoline, or turpen- 
tine, the ordinary solvents of hydrocarbons. 

Fossil remains, except those of microscopic size, are scarce but 
include leaves, fresh-water shells, insects, and fish remains. None of 
the fossils collected were found to be especially diagnostic, although 
several were identifiable. The shells were collected near the base of 
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the formation, as were most of the fish and leaf remains, but excel- 
lently preserved remains of insects (Diptera larvae, etc.) were foimd 
at a nmnber of horizons in the oil-yielding portion of the formation. 
The following stratigraphic sections were measm*ed at places indi- 
cated on the map (PI. XVIII), and illustrate the character of the 
rocks exposed in different parts of the field. The beds of shale that 
are known by testing or are estimated to yield 15 gallons of oil or 
more to the ton of shale are indicated by heavy type in the sections. 

Sections in northwestern Colorado. 
Loortton A, T. 2 N.. B. 104 W. 



Ft. In. 
Sbaitd, gray, with a*few hard sandstone 

beds each a few inches thick 350 

Sandstone, white., 1 

Shale,gray 60 

Sandstone, clayey 15 

Shale, thin bedded, with a few thin beds 

ofsandstone 15 

Shale, brown to black, contains thhi 

beds of rich oil shale 3 

Shale, thin bedded/ slightly carbona- 
oeoos, but is supposed to yield very 

littleoil 30 

Shale, brown, thin bedded, will probably 

yieldsomeoil 1 

Shale, brown, will probably yield some 

ofl 2 

Shale, gray, thin bedded 18 

Shale, thin bedded, brown, contains thin 

laminae of OH shale 10 

Shale,sandy 40 

Shale, dark brown, rich in oil 4 

Shale, light gray, sandy 7 

Shale, will yield alittle oil 1 

Shale,gray 2 

Shale, dark brown, rich in ofl 4 

Shale, slightly sandy 7 

Sandstone and shale; sandstone shows 
ripple marks as much as inches from 

cresttoorest 15 

Sandstone, coarse, containing concre- 
tions .- - 3 

Sandstone, clayey 5 

Shale,sandy 50 

Sandstone and shale, about 60 per cent 
sandstone; sandstone for the most part 
ripple marked; one thin bed of carbon- 

aoeousshale 00 

Sandstone, conglomeratic at the base; 
most of the pebbles are flat; some are 

4 inches across 2 

Sandstone, thin bedded, not resistant.... 15 



Ft. in. 

Shale,Bandy 34 

Sandstone, ripple marked; ripples 4 
inohes from crest to crest and three- 
quarters of an inch deep 3 

Shale,8andy 10 

Sandstone, friable, with about 10 per 

cent of shale; sandstone is oolitic 3 

Sandstone, friable, with about 33 per 

centofshale 54 

Sandstone, thin bedded 15 

Shale,gray 25 

Sandstone, shaly i O 

8hale,sandy 15 

Sandstone, coarse grabied 3 

Shale 75 

Oolite with grains as large as one-six- 
teenth of an inch; this stratum is a 
massive ledge maker, the most resist- 
ant rock of the formation 5 

Shale,sandy 62 

Sandstone, thfai bedded 5 

Shale, gray, mostly covered 114 

Sandstone, thfai bedded, cross bedded, 
and slightly conglomeratic; the grains 

are mostly sflica and well roimded 10 

Shale,gray 50 

Sandstone, conglomeratic; largest pebbles 
obeserved have a mayimnm diameter 

of one-half inch 3 

Shale,gray 26 

Sandstone, shaly 3 

Shale,gray 20 

Surf^K» covered, supposed to be mostly 

shale; tan-colored shale exposed at base. 280 

Sandstone, white, lenticnlar 3 

Shale, drab, contains some sand 204 

Sandstone, tan-oolored 6 

Shale,sandy 120 

Sandstone, tan-colored, definitely Wa- 
satch; bottom of section. 

1,872 5 
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SeetUms in northwegUm CoZora(io~<)ontinued. 



LocatlOB B, T. 1 N^ R. IM W. 



Ft. In. 
Sbale, evenly thin tedded, with very 

little sandstone 250i: 

Shale, dark, thin bedded, estimated that 
at least 50 per oent is oll-bearhig shale 
(sample 10 from bed 3 feet 10 inches 

thick near top; 11.3 gallons) 50 

Shale, sandy, thin bedded, lean 11 

Sandstone 4 

Shale, thin bedded, sandy in places, 
bituminous in others, wOl yield some 

oil 7 

Shale^ dark brown, weathers bluish 

gray,rich 7 

Sandstone, shaly 5 

Sandstone, friable, weathers to round 

forms 1 

Sttiale, hard, dark brown,] (sample r 1 

rich } 8; 4^ { 

Shale, light brown Jgallons).! 3 8 

Shale, alternating beds of rich oil-bearhag 
shale (estimated 10 per cent) and lean 

shale 7 

Shale, clayey, containing thin beds of 

richollshale 4 

Shale, thhi bedded 6 

Shale and sandstone, containing some 
oQ-bearing layers; the entire member is 

colored red by burning 45 

Shale, sandy; contains some thin sand- 
stones 5 

Shale,sandy 10 

Shale, dark brown, hard; weathers 

bluish gray; rich, l 

Shale, dayey^ thfai bedded; contains a 

few thJn layers of rich shale 19 

Shale,8andy 3 

Shale, thin bedded, clayey 8 

Shale, sandy; contains some bituminous 

matter 1 

Shale, with thin beds of rich oil- 
bearing shale; estimated that 50 

per oent is rich rook 4 

Sha]e,sandy 11 

Shale, dark brown; weathers 

bluish gray; rich 2 6 

Shale, sandy, thin bedded, calcareous ... 40 
Shale, carbonaceous; contains beds of 
rich sh^e as thick as three-quarters of 

an inch (sample 12; 8.64 gallons) 2 3 

Sandstone, ripple marked at top, thin 

bedded 7 

Shale 3 1 

Shale,lean 1 11 

Shale, dark brown; contains dissemi- 
nated iron sulphide (sample 11; 8.22 

gallons) 1 11 

Shale, thin bedded, brown 9 

Shale,8andy 6 

Shale^ dark brown, massive,rich ... 40 
Shale, gray, lean; contains some bitumi- 

nonsmaUer 4 

Sandstone, thin bedded 5 



Shale, sandy 

Sandstone, even bedded 

Shale, grading into sandstone at the top . 
Shale, dark brown, with disseminated 

iron sulphide, rich 

Shale, sandy at base, thin bedded at top . 

Sandstone, thin bedded 

Shale, sandy 

Shale, thinly laminated, dark brown on 
fresh surface; contains beds of rich 

shale 

Shale, sandy 

Shale, thinly laminated, dark brown on 
fresh exposure; probably will yield 

some oil 

Shale, dark brown, thin bedded, rich . . 

Shale, sand y 

Sandstone, thin bedded, ripple marked. . 

Shale, sandy ; in places will y i^d oil 

Shale, dark brown; weathers bluish 

gray; rich 

Shale, sandy 

Sandstone, thin bedded, with some 

shale 

Shale, lean 

Sandstone, cross-bedded at top 

Sandstone and shale 

Sandstone, in beds having a mayimnm 

thicknessof 4 inches 

Shale, with some sandstone; shale is dark 
and carbonaceous; probably will yield 

some oil 

Conglomerate; maximum size of pebbles 

half an inch 

Shale, drab 

Shale, brown; slight oUy^ 

odor 

Shale, dark brown; weath- 
ers blue 

Shale,light brown; weath- (sample 

ersplaty • 7; 12.6 

Shale, dark brown, hard; gallons), 

weathers blue 

Shale, soft, brown; weath- 
ers into fine laminae and 

curls on surface 

Shale 

Oolite 

Sandstone and shale 

Oolite 

Shale and sandstone in layers as thick 

as 6 inches 

Shale, finely lammated; gives slight oily 

odor when broken 

Sandstone, calcareous 

Shale; lower part drab; upper part 

weathers curly 

Limestone 

Shale, mostly drab, partly carbonaceous, 

finely laminated 

Shale, thhibedded, rich; gives slight 
oily odor when freshly broken 



Ft. 


in. 


7 





2 





7 





1 





9 





3 





9 





7 





2 





8 





1 





13 





2 





4 







2 


7 





7 





18 





3 





25 






5 



33 



25 







4 




li 




5 




2 


1 
50 

25 





4 

6 


40 





8 



6 


13 



2 


33 





5 
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Sections in narikweitem Colorado— Cantmued. 
LoeallMi B, T. 1 N^ R. lit W^-Canttnned. 
Ft. In. 



8nditQO»,eontaiiiiiig day balls 3 

81nl«,drab 25 

ShtleyWDdy 3 

Bmdrtona, oontalnlng pebblei ulareB as 

balfaalndi in diameter 3 

Shale,nnd7 1 • 

Sliale» dark brown, rich; gives oily 

odor when broken 4 

ShalOp thick bedded, rich 3 10 

flfaale, finely laminated, brown, oarboo- 

3 



PL in. 



Shale, thick bedded, ridi; glTWoily 
odor when broken 



SaDdstone, ooane grained . 



Shale, thfaily laminated, dark brown. 
IMna slope at bottom. 



Localioii C on aofth aide of Wklte Rtrer. T. 1 N., H. 104 W. 



Shale, sandy; weathers to nnmd forms. . . 

Shale, Uitbt brown, lean'. 

Interval, probably sandy shale 

Sbaleb dark brown; weathers bhilflh gray; 

rich 

Shale 

Shales dazk brown; weathers bluish gray; 

rich 

Shale 

Sliale^daik brawn; weathen bluish gray; 

rich 

Sandstone, thin bedded 

SbaK dark brown; weathers bluish 
grsy; 75 per cent rich shale and 30 

per cent lean shale 

Shaie^ dark brown; weathers bluish 

gray; rich 

Shale, brown, thin bedded 

Sbale, dark brown; weathers bluish 
gray; 75 per cent rich shale and 25 

per cent lean shale 

Sliale» dark brown; weathers bluish 
gray; about 10 per cent lean shale, 

remainder rich shale..' 

Shale, dark brown; weathers bluish gray; 

about 40 per cent rich shale 

81uUe,daxk brown; weathers bluish gray; 
about 10 per cent lean shale, remainder 

richflhale 

Shale 

Shale, daric brown; weathers bluish gray; 
about half rich shale and half lean shale . 

Shale, sandy 

Sliale»dazk brown; weathers bluish gray; 

rich 

Sandstone, massive 

Shale» dark brown; weathers bluish 
gray; rich and lean shale inter- 
bedded 

Shale, sandy 

Sandstone, thin bedded 

Shale 

Shales dark brown ; weathers bluish gray ; 
rich; contains an abundance of iron 

pyrite 

Shale; about 25 per cent rich, daik brown 

Sbalflbdaik brown; weathersbluishgray; 

rich - 



Ft. 


hi. 


50 







6 


30 







6 


7 





1 





8 







6 


15 






8 
1 4 



5 

5 
35 



5 
23 

2 
20 



3 



Shale 

81iale» daik brown; weathers bluish gray; 

rich 

Shale : 

Shale, sandy; abont SS per cent rich, daik 



S 

12 



10 



m, u 



Shale, sandy 

Shale, daric brown; weathen blnidi 

' gray; rich 

Shale^ daric brown; weathers blnidi 

gray; rich; and sandy shale 

Shale, ssndy 

Shale^ daric brown; weathen bloidi gray; 

rich 

Shale, drab, with thin layen of rich daric- 

brown shale 

Shale^ daric brown; weathen bluidi grsy; 

rich 

Interval, probably mostly shale 

Shales dadc brown; weathen bluidi gray; 

rich 

Shale, sandy 

Sandstone 

Shale 

Shale, dark brown; weathen bluish gray; 

rich 

Shale 

Shale, dark brown; weathen bluish gray; 

ridi 

Shale 

Sandstone, ahaly 

Shale, light gray, sandy 

Shale; black; oontahis thin beds of ridi 

dark-brown shale 

Shale, drab, with some thin beds of rich 

dark-brown shale near top 

Shale* dark brown; weathen bluish 
gray; ridi; interbedded with lean 

shale 

Shale, thin bedded; 25 per cent ridi dark- 
brown shale 

Shale, dark brown; weathen bluish 

gray; rich 

Shale, with thM beds of rich dark 

brown shale 

Shale» dark brown; weathen bluish 

gray; rich 

Sandstone, shaly, grading to shale in the 
lower part 



Ft. faL 
5 

1 
9 

IS 
8 

2 

1 
8 

1 

8 



13 

1 

5 

3 
7 

1 

4 



1 

35 

4 

4 



1 
20 

3 

6 a 

2 2 
6 

1 

8 
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Sections in northiweitem Colorado-— Continued. 



C OB MfCk M* or WMto 

Ft. m. 



SbaK dark brown; wwUiMsblotthgny; 

rich 

ahale,dmb. 

^'"uVtff^yn f^i f tift iy 

Shale, SBody 

Shale, dnb 

Shalep ihin bedded, blaflk an tnOk 

0arfiMe,ridi 

Shale, eandy 

Shale; weathers oorly; will yield eome 

ofl 

Shale. 

8andrtane,dMdy 

Shale "1... 

Saadrtone, brown 

Shale 

Stanley dark brown; weathenbhiidigray; 

rich 

Shale, gray, sandy at base, thin bedded 

at top 



37 

6 
38 
30 

4 
6 



1 

75 
D, T. 



rt. 

Shale, drab; oontalns sandy layers 40 

Sbalflb dark brown, lidh 

Sandstone 

Shalep dark brown, rich 1 

Sandstone, thin bedded 5 

Shale, drab 20 

Sandstone, thin bedded 3 

Shale, thin bedded, lean. 15 

Sandstone; oontafais mndi drystalline 

quarts; weathen like an oolite 

Shale, drab, with sandy layers 

Sliale» dark brown, rich 

Shale, drab 

Shale,lean 

Shale, sandy 

Shale; about 80 per cent rich shale In thin 

layers 

Shale, drab. 



30 



35 



, T. 1 N^ R. 104 W.-€antinued. 

Ft in. 
Oolite, with grains as large as one^lghth 

tnoh in diameter 6 

Shale, with some rich dark-brown shale.. 5 

OoUte 1 

Shale, sandy, with some sandstone IS 

OoUte 1 

Shale, npper part tan-oolored, lower part 

gray. lOO 

Sandstone, li^t colored, with ahaly lay- 
ers and some rich dark-brown shale 4 

Shale, li^t colored at bottom, dark at 

top; some riflb dark-brown shale 37 

Sandstone, indading clay balls; a tingle 

fossil gastropod was foond in this bed.. 4 

Shale,drab 3 

Sandstone, at some places ooliUc and at 

others slightly ooogkunentio 8 

Shale, dark 30± 

River. 

765 8. 

1 N^ R. 100 W. 

Ft. in. 



with a few streaks of rich dark- 
brown shale 5 

Shale, drab 30 

Sandstone, thin bedded 3 

Shale and thin sandstone; contains beds 
as thick as 3 feet which probably will 

yield some oil.... 45 

Shale, thin bedded, lean. 10 

Shale, drab, subtly sandy 15 

Shale, thhi bedded, lean. 3 

Shale 30 

Shale, thin bedded, sli^tly carbona- 
ceous; in places oontalns thin sandy 

beds 25 

Covered 06 



390 4 



LMallM E, T. 1 N., Ra. 00 and 100 W. 



Ft. in. 



Sandstone, yellow, slightly friable; oon- 
tafais conontions of pyrite 

bedded 

Shale; upper part sUghtly sandy; oon- 
tafais some mica; lower part not well 



15 
20 



120 



Shale, dark gray to brown; contains a few 
beds of bitomlnous shale about half an 
faidh thick 65 

Shale, gray, caloarebos, in beds about 2 
inches thi6k 8 

Shale, gray to brown, slightly bitumin- 
ous 30 

Shalep dark brown, rich 

Shale, thin bedded, gray on weathered 
outcrop but contains thin beds of brown 
and black rich bituminous shale; esti- 
mated that 10 per cent of the rock will 
yield oil 18 

Sbalflb dark brown, thfai bedded, 75 per 
ontxioh and 35 per cant lean 1 



Ft. 



In. 





30 



10 



7 



5 



1 6 



Shale; esttanated 15 per oant rich dl shale. 
Shale, gray on outcrop; top ssndy, in 

beds 3 faiches thick 

Shale, thin bedded; probably 15 per cent 

rich oil shale 

Stasia, thfai bedded, papery; esti- 
mated 75 per cent rich ofl shale 

Shale, sandy; contains few earbonaceoos 

layers 

Shale, thfai bedded, estimated 50 per cent 

rich ofl shale 

Shale; oontafais little rich bituminous 
shale, but the whole is brown on l^resh 

surface and probably will yield oil 

Shale, aandy, thin bedded 

Stasia, dark brown, rich 

Shale, thfai bedded, lean 

Stanley thin bedded, dark brown, 

rich 

Shale, aandy 
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LodrtlM B. T. 1 N^ Bo. ft and 100 W^-OontiiiiiMl. 



Ft In. 
Shale, flv the most part thin bedded, gny 
on weathered outcrop; probably 30 per 
cent of the whole is shale which wHl 

yleldoil 18 

Sbale, dark brown, manive; resists 

weathering; rich 3 

81iale» massiYe (estimated yield, 30 

gallons) 4 

Shale, li^t gray, sli8(htly sandy and bitu- 

mlnoos 46 

Shalep dark brown, rich 1 

Shale, thin bedded, lean 18 

Shale (estimated yield, 30 gallons) 6 

Shale, gray on weathered surfiBoe, thin 

bedded,lean 43 

Sandstone, with nomerous dark specks . . 3 

Shale,8andy 7 

Sbalflb dark brown; about 67 per cent 

rich and 33 per cent lean 1 

8hale,drab 1 

Slisle» dark brown; appears to be 

very rich (sample 13; 33.6 gallons).. 5 

Shale, about 50 -pec cent oil shale 3 

Shale,8andy 33 

Sbale, dark brown, rich 1 3 

Shale 3 6 

Shale, thin bedded, slightly carbona- 
ceous, but will probably yield some oil. 6 

Shale, gray, thin bedded 15 

Sbaleb dark brown, rich 6 

Shale 8 

81uUe» dark brown, rich 6 

Shale, thin bedded 4 

SluUe» dark brown, rich 3 

Shale, thin bedded; contains possibly 

about 10 per cent rich shale 8 

Sbale, dark brown, rich i o 

Shale 6 

Sandstone, fine grained, massive 4 

Shale 8 

Shale, dark brown, rich 3 

Shale, gray, thin bedded 7 

Sandstone, shaly 2 

Shale,sandy 7 

Shale, dark brown, rich 8 

Shale; contains some sandy beds 40 

Sandstone, yellow, shaly 15 

Shale and sandstone in about equal quan- 
tities 50 

Shale, dark brown, rich . 6 

Sandstone, shaly 8 

Shaleb dark brown, rich, with some 

sandstone lenses 1 

Sandstone, shaly 8 

Shale, yery thin bedded (estimated 

yield, 35 gallons) 1 6 

Shale, 25 per cent rich i o 

Shale, dark brown, interbedded with 

paperyshale. 6 

Shale,drab « 3 

Shale, lean 3 

Shale, brown, thin bedded 6 



Ft. hi. 
Shale* thin bedded (estimated yield, 15 

gaUons) 1 3 

Shale,drab 7 o 

Sandstone, shaly 3 

Shale, dark brown (estimated yield, 

35giUloa8) 3 

Shale, friable, yellow, lentknlar 1 o 

Shale,drab 3 

Shale, very thta bedded (probable yield, 

less than 15 gallons) 3 

Shale,sandy 3 

Shale, thin bedded, with a few bitumi- 

nouslayers 10 

Shale, dark brown, rich, thin bedded 

(estimated yield, 35 gallons) 3 

Sandstone, contains quartz grains ce- 
mented with iron ozlde. 4 

Shale, thin bedded 4 4 

Shale, drab; contatais sandy beds 5 

Shale, gray, sandy 10 

Shale, thin bedded, with some rich 
oU shale (estimated yield, 30 gal- 

Ions) 5 

Shale,sandy » 8 

Shale, thin bedded; will yield some oil. . 2 6 

Shale,sandy 7 

Shale, thin bedded, lean , 5 

Shale, drab; some layers 1 foot thick; will 

yieldoil 10 

Shalflb dark brown, rich 4 

Shale, thhi bedded 4 

Shale, brown (estimated yield, 36 

gaUons) 3 

Shale, about 50 per cent bituminous 3, 

Shale, thin bedded, bituminous 7 

Shale, thin bedded; contains rich bitu- 
minous layers; also sandstone lenses 

andleanshale 15 

Sandstone, thin bedded 5 

Shale, thin bedded (estimated yield, 15 

gallons) 3 

Sandstone, light-colored 3 

Shale, dark brown; pert rich and part 

lean 1 

Interval largely covered, but probably 

40 



874 9 



Between the last bed mentioned above 
and the base of the Oreen River forma- 
tion there is a. distance of about 300 feet 
in which the rocks are largely concealed 
by surfEkoe material. It is probable, how- 
ever, that there is considerable oil shale 
in this interval, but that it has been 
burned so as to lose its ordinary charac- 
teristics. The burning is indicated by 
loose fragments of red burned rock on the 
surfiMM, by slaglike masses of fused ma- 
terial, and by black burnt-out shale ex- 
posed near the base of the formation. 
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SecHona in northwestern Colorado — Continued. 

hotaMuk F, T. 2 N., R. 98 W. 



(about 75 p«r o«nt) and 

slightly Utumlnoas sbale 

Shale, gray, sandy; some lajrers brown 

on fresh surfaces 

Shale; about 20 per cent rich bitu- 
minous shale (samples 18, 10, 22, 
23, and 24; 6. 29 to 22.88 gallons) .. . 
Shale, thin bedded, slightly bituminous, 

and sandstone 

Sandstone, minutely croas-bedded. 



Shale, drab; contains a few thin beds of 
sandstone — 

Sandstone, massive; contains a few thin 
layers of conglomerate 

Shale, in part slightly bituminous, with 
a few thin beds of sandstone 

Sandstone, in part chertlike 

Shale, thin bedded 

Shale, dark brown, rich, and thin- 
bedded lean shale (estimated yield, 

25 gallons) 

Shale, sandy, lenticular 

Shale, thin bedded (estimated yield, 

15 gallons) 

flandstone 

Shale, dark brown, rlchj (sample [ 

Sandstone, cherty i 21; 26.8 1 

Shale, dark brown, rich] gallons).! 

Sandstone and shale 

Conglomerate with pebbles half an inch 

In diameter 

Sandstone and shale, with layers of rich 

oil shale 1 inch thick 

Shale and some sandstone 

Sandstone 

Shale, gray, thin bedded 

Sandstone, slightly conglomeratic and 

ooUtic 

Shale, thin bedded (estimated yield, 

26 gallons) 

Shale, dark brown (sample 20; 12.6 gal- 
lons) 

Sandstone, irregular in thickness, weath- 
ering light yellow 

Shale, dark brown; weathers to papery 
shale (sample 14; 13.3 gallons) 

Sandstone, shaly 

Shale, light brownish drab; weathers to 
sheets one-eighth to three-eighths inch 
thick (sample 15; 3 gallons). 

Sandstone, coarse, yellow 

Shale, light brown i (sample [ 

Shale, dark brown, fairly rich) 16; 1.9 j 
weathers papery J gallons). I 

Shale, hard, dark brown; weathers to 
blue resistant ledges; this contains 
lenses of rock which weather yellow 
and resemble sandstone (sample 17; 
SlgalloDs) 



Ft. hi. 

150 

45 

5 

150 

1 

70 

a 4 

go 

6 

28 



5 

3 

4 
6 

11 

2 

3 7 

1 



8 

8 

1 

34 



1 3 

2 

] 4 

8 



Ft. In* 

Sandstone, weathers rusty tan 

Shale (80 per cent) and sandstone; some 
beds of shale 1 foot thick may yield as 
much as 16 gallons of oil to the ton — 40 
Shale (estimated yield, less than 10 gal- 
lons) 1 

OoUte 4 

Shale, silently bituminous ^ 

OoUte 2 

Sandstone, thin bedded 5 

OoUte 2 

Shale, slightly bituminous ^ 

Oolite 3 

Sandstone, thin bedded, with some bi- 
tuminous shale 58 

Shale, brown, lean, interbedded with 

thin sandstone 50 

Shale, brown to black, thin bedded, 

slightly bituminous 50 

Shale, brown, very thin bedded ;weathers 

curly (estimated yield, 15 gallons) 1 

Sandstone, shaly 15 

Shale, brown, thin bedded; weathers 

curly (estimated yield, 15 gallons) 1 o 

Sandstone, shaly 8 

Shale, drab to gray, Interbedded with 

thin beds of sandstone 00 

Shale, brown to black, thin bedded (es- 
timated yield, less than 15 gallons) ... 25 

Shale,drab 10 

Shale, brown on fresh surfiace, thin 

bedded, slightly bituminous 8 

Shale, tan -colored; weathers white; 
many of the joint planes, which are at 
right angles to the bedding, are filled 

with a siliceous deposit 2 

Shale, gray; weathers almost white; 
upper part thin bedded; some of the 

shale is slightly carbonaceous 20 

Shale, drab and tan-colored 100 

Sandstone, light gray, fine grained, cal- 
careous, ripple marked, lenticular 8 

Shale, drab and ton-oolored 200 

Sandstone, ripple marked, lenticular. ... 1 

Shale, sandy 15 

Sandstone, tan-oolored, thin bedded 1 

Shale, drab 28 

Shale, tan-colored 50 

Oolite 

Shale, tan-colored 20 

Sandstone, thin bedded 

Shale, drab, thin bedded 40 

Sandstone, tan-colored, ripple marked, 

thhibedded 1 

Shale, with a few sandstone beds, tan 
colored; Wasatch formation 200 
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G, T. 2 N^ R. 97 W. 



Pt. in. 
TopofblU. 

flandrtone, musive, tan-oolorad, slightly 
friable, fairly coarse grained, weattaen 

into nodular forms. 6 

81iale,8andy aOO^ 

Sbalflb dark brown, rich | 

Sha]e,aandy 30 

Bhal^ dark brown (iirobable yield, 10 

gallans) 1 

Shale, drab, thin bedded 50 

Shale (estimated yield, ao gaUcos). 3 

Shale, thin bedded, sandy 26 

Shalep dark brown, rich 1 

Sha]e,8andy 45 

3 

5 

Sbalflb dark brown, rich | 

'Sha]e,8andy 100 

Sbale (estimated yield, 25 Igallons) 3 

Shale, drab, with some sandy beds, lean. 00 
Shale, gmerally lesn, bat with some 

riehlayers 1 

Shale (80 per cent) and sandstone (20 

peroent) 20 

SbaK thin bedded, oontalning 
thin laysrs of rich shale (probable 

yield of the whole, 15 gallons) 5 

Shale, drab, with some sandy laysrs 20 

Shale,sandy 10 

SbaK dark brown, with some lean 
bed« (estimated yield of the whole, 

25paions) 2 

Sandstone, shaly 1 

Sbale, dark brown (estimated 

yield, 20 gallans) 2 

Shale, lean, oolite, and sandstone, inti- 
mately interbedded; oolite and sand- 
stone lentionlar 3 

Sandstone, shaly , 3 

Shale, drab 4 

Sandstone 7 

Sandstone, shaly 10 

Shale, with some thin beds of sandstone; 
part of the shale is oarbooaoeoos; other 
parts wiU probably yield aUttle oil... 40 
Interval, mostly covered but probably 

shale 60 

Sbale, thin bedded (estimated 

yield, 15 gallons) 2 

Shale, oarbonaoeoos, oontainhig beds as 
thidk as 6 inches which will yield oil.. 20 

Shale,sandy 15 

Shale (estimated yield, 25 gallons) . . 5 
Shale (estimated yield, 20 gallons). . 2 
Shale, thin bedded, mostly carbona- 
oeoos; some parts are flexible and prob- 
ably will yield oH; benches as thick as 
a feet are estimated to yield 25 gallons. 30 
Shale, sandy, in places carbonaceous... 25 
Shale, for the most part drab and thin 
bedded; contains beds as thick as 1 
foot which wffl probably yield 20 



80 



Ft in. 
Shale, 10 per cent dark brown, rich and 

90 per cent lean. 2 

Shaiep tUn bedded (possible yield, 

15gallons) 10 

Shale, oarbonaceoos 8 

Covered, probably mostly sliate. 100 

Shale, curly; contains lenses of bitumi- 
nous sandstone (samples 25 and 26, 
lower 8 liBet of this bed; 4.78 and 8.85 

gallons) 15 

Shale, oarbonaceous and sandy 2 

Sandstone 4 

Shale, thin-bedded, carbonaceous; will 

probably yield a small quantity of oH . 3 
Interval, probably mostly lean shale but 
with a few thin beds which are rich in 

ofl 60 

Shale, thin bedded (estimated 

yield, 15 gallons) 3 

Sandstone I 

Shale, thin bedded, black on fresh 
surfSsce (estimated yield, 25 gallons). 8 

Interval, covered, probably shale 6 

Shale, dark gray to black, thin 
bedded (estimated yield, 25 gal- 
lons) 3 

Interval, mostly covered but probably 

sandyshale 20 

OoUte 10 

Shale, thin bedded, brown on f^h sur- 
face, with sandstone beds as thick as 1 
foot near the base (top includes beds 
estimated to yield less than 15 gallons) 15 
Shale, thin bedded, brown on fresh sur- 
face; contatDs lenses of sandstone.... 4 Q 
Interval, covered but probably shale ... 15 
Sandstone and sandy shale; the sand- 
stone, especially in the upper part, is 

ooUtlc IS 

Sandstone, mostly fHable; contains 

beds which weather rusty 15 

Shale 3 

Sandstone and oolite 3 

Sandstone, fHable 2 

Shale, upper part sandy, lower part 

slightly carbonaceous in places 15 

OoUte and sandy shale 8 

Sandstone, shaly 8 

Sandstone, with oolitic phases 3 

Sandstone, shaly, friable 3 

Oolite 17 

Sandstone, friable 10 

OoUte 20 

Sandstone, shaly 16 

Shale and sandstone, folded and faulted 
to such an extent that detailed meas- 
urements are not possible. The fold- 
ing and faulting are beUeved to be 
confined to this member. Some of 

the shale win probably yield oU 100 8 

Sandstone, tan^colored, sli^tly c ros s 
bedded; contains oolitic layen near 
the top 17 e 
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Sectiona in norihwetUm Colorado— CaDtianed. 
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Sandstone, fnabto; oonUlns a few thin 
lenses of oolite near the base 

Sandstone^ with lenses of oolite averag- 
ing about 2 inches long 

Sandstone, shaly; cut by normal faults 
having throws of 6 to 8 feet; fault 
planes dip about 60* S.; ripple marks 
were noted in the highest and lowest 
layers of the bed 

Interval, mostly covered, probably 
sandy shale.. 



Ft. 



16 



3 



40 



Sandstone; contains oolitic phases 6 

Sandstone, shaly 1 

Sandstone, oolitic 6 

Sandstone, shaly 3 

Sandstone, minutely cross-bedded; top 

ooUtio 6 

Sandstone, shaly 1 

Oolite 16 

Sandstone, oolitic 2 

Shale, sandy, but oontalna carbona- 
ceous beds, also sandstone layers as 

thick as 2 inches 25 



Oolite, containing numerous gastropods 
at the base 

Sandstone, shaly at the base, gray on 
unweathered surfaoe 

Shale, slightly gray, sandy 

Sandstone, with numerous gastropods . . 

Sandstone, massive, slightly oross-bed- 
ded, fairly well rounded grains of 
quarts 

Sandstone, calcareous, contains gastro- 
pod remains 

Sandstone, massive, sli^tly cross- 
bedded 

Sandstone; weathers btiff; resistant, in 
layersl inchto6inches 

Shale, sandy, and friable sandstone; the 
sandstone predominates but does 
not form ledges. This is supposed to 
be typical Wasatch. 



Ft. in. 



8 



Section near location H, ttum gas well to month of PIceance Creek« T. 1 N.» B. 97 W. 



Ft. in. 
Sandstone, coarse, yellowish brown, fri- 
able, cross-bedded 109 

Shale, light gray 10 

Sandstone, tan-colored, friable. 20 

Sandstone, brown, friable 160 

Shale, light gray, sandy (sample 42; 0.31 

galton) 45 

Shale, gray, thin bedded 12 

Shale, hajrd, brown, rich, lenticular 1 

Shale, gray 73 

Sandstone, yellowish brown at base, con- 
tains vegetable remains. 65 

Shale, with few lenses of sandstone, muoh 

distorted 40 

Shale, sandy, very lean. 5 

Shale, sandy at base. 60 

Shale, sandy at top 24 

Shale, hard, brown, rich 

Shale, sandy 25 

Shale, sandy, thin bedded 3 

Shale, lean (90 per cent) and hard, rich 

shale (10 per cent) 1 

Shale, sandy, thhi bedded, gray 3 

Sandstone, massive, yellowish brown, 

coarsegrained 17 

Sandstone, yellowish, thin bedded 12 

Shale and thin beds of rich, hard shale. . 82 

Shale, sandy, thin bedded 17 

Shale, hard, rich, and thin-bedded 

shale 3 

Shale, sandy v 10 

Shale, hard, brown, rich 

Shale, sandy, thin bedded 30 

Shale, for the most part barren but in- 
cluding beds as thick as 1 foot widch 

will yield bonsiderable OIL 132 



Sandstone, clayey 

Shale, hard, brown, lean 

Sandstone, clayey, shaly 

Shale, sandy (80 percent), and hard, rich 
shale (20 per cent) 

Shale, hard, brown (sample 38; 26.2 

gallons) 

Shale, slightly sandy 

Sandstone, calcareous 

SluUe, partly rich and partly curly. 
Shale, top sandy, tan-colored 

Shale, hard, brown, rich (90 per 

cent) and lean shale (10 per cent). 

Shale, thin bedded, carbonaceous, sandy . 

Shale, curiy, lean (75 per cent), and 

hard, rich shale (25 per cent) 

Shale, sandy 

Shale, curly, lean. 

Shale, drab 

Sandstone, irregularly bedded 

Shale, thin bedded, lean 

Shale, thin bedded, lean (90 per cent), 

and hard, rich shale (10 per cent) 

Shale, thin bedded, sandy 

Shale, thin bedded (00 per cent), and 

hard, rich shale (10 per cent) 

Shale, slightly curly, lean. 

Sandstone, clayey 

Shale, thhi bedded at base, sandy at top. 

Shale, hard, rich 

Shale, sandy 

Sandstone, calcareous. 

Shale, thin bedded, curly. 

Shale, hard, brown, variable thick- 
ness (sample 37; 23.25 gallons). . . . 
fljialo, thin bedded 
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r locattai H, fkwi 0M waO to 



Shalewoiiily,aiMl'haid,ilohdiales 

SludB, brown, thin bedded, kan 

Sbale, sandy, tbln bedded 

Shale, thin bedded, ooily * 

Shale, aandy. 

Shale, thin bedded, rilghttyomly. 

Shaie^ hard, brown, ri6b 

ShalA, brown, lean. 

Shale, thin bedded, riightly oaibona. 



Shale, hard, floh. 

Shale, blaoktoarbonaoeoiis, lean 

Shale. thJn bedded, drab 

Sbalflb hard, rioh (60 per oent), and 

lean shale (fiO per cent) 

Shale, slightly ourly (05 per oent), and 

iloh abale (5 per oent) 

Shale, sandy 

Shale, hard, rioh, and lean shale 

(estimated yield, 80 SBlkos) 

Shale, thin bedded, lean. 

Shale, maasive, xioh, weathers 

bluish 

Shale, thhi bedded, lean (90 per oent), 

and rich shale (10 per oent) 

Shale, dark brown, ridi, and lean shale 

(50 per oent each) 

Shale, hard, dark brown, rich 

Shale, drab 

Shale, tUn bedded, lean 

Shale, weathers blue; massive,rloh 
(samples 32, 33, 84, 35, and 36; 14.7 

to40.0gallai]8) 

Shale, thJn bedded, lean. 

Shale, hard, dark brown, rich 

Shale, hard, black, rich. 

Shale, thin bedded, lean. 

ShAlOk hard, dark brown; estimated 

yield, 15 gaUona. 

Shale, light gray 

Shale, curly; will yield oil 

Shftle» dark brown, hard, rich. 

Shale, aandy, oarbanaceoos 

Shale, curly, papery, and small 

lenaee of solid hydrocarbons 

Shaie^ dark brown, hard, rioh 

Shale, drab 

Shale, partly papery, early, with a few 
thin one-half inch beds of hard, dark- 
brown, rich shale 




Croak, T. 1 N^ R. §7 W.-CoQtlnaed. 



8 



1 
100 



3 
5 



5 



63 



16 
6 
2 
3 



5 

31 

3 

1 

38 

1 

3 

1 6 
3 

8 4 

2 

4 

37 



35 



Shale, curly, papery; win yield oil. 
Shale, darl^ brown, thfai 



Shale, brown, oiiriy,wlth 



Sandstone, lenticular ... . 

Shale, thtaL bedded 

Shale, light brown, lean. 

Shale, very dark brown, 

curly, thin bedded..... 

Shale, thin bedded 



31; 15.5 
gtfkna). 



Shale, curly 

Shale, ourly papery; will yield oil 

Oyvered, mostly shale 

Shale, curly, papery, will yield oil 

(Mvered, probably mostly shale 

Shale, dark brown, rich 

Shale, much of ft papery, curly; will 
yield a small anjoont of oiL 

Shale, curly, papery, fiaJrly rich (samples 
37, 28, 29, and 30; 8.4 to 12.5 gaUons). . . 

Shale, much of it curly and will yield oil . 

Shale, curly, papery; will yield oil 

Shale and clay, tan 

Oolite 

Shale, sandy at base 

Oolite 

Sandstone 

Sandstone, ripple marked at top, with 
lenses of oolite 

Shale, sandy 

Oolite, massiTe; weathers brown 

Sandstone 

Saodstone, oolitio at base, tUn bedded 
at top 

Oolite 

Sandstone 

Sandstone, brown, fbssiUftarous (gsstro- 
pods) 

Sandstone, massive, irregular base, rip- 
ple marked on top 

Covered, but probably tan-oolored shale . 

Sandstone, resistant and cross-bedded at 
top, friable neer base 

Sandstone, light gray to white, coarse . . . 

Sandstone, day, and varioolflied lenticu- 
lar ahale 



Ft. in* 
40 

8 4 
1 

5 
3 

1 8 
8 



8 
4 4 

20 

30 

3 

15 

1 

154. 



15 

67 
8 

48 
1 

40 
8 

43 



7 
2 
41 

3 

5 



27 
3 



Locatlen I, north of White Rtrer, T. 1 N., H. M W. 



Ft. hi. 

e, ripple marked 26 

Sandstone and shale. 189 

Sandstone, conglomeratic, friable, yel- 
low 15 

Shale, yeUow 58 

Shale,drab 1 

Shale, brown, lean. 1 

Shale, drab, with thin beds of rich shale. 3 

Shale, thin bedded, curly 1 

Sha]e,drab 1 



Shale, lean (25 per cent), and rldi i 

(75 per cent) 

Shale, sandy 

Shale, dark brown, massiye, rich 

Sandstone, friable 

Shale, thin bedded, and lean brown 



Sandstone, oolitio, tan-colored 

Shale, gray, thin bedded. 

Sandstone, ooUtie and oonglomeratio.. 



22 

5 

3 

8 



300 
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SeOioruin northwetUm Oo2orad6— Gontmued. 
LodrtlM I, north of WUta Rivw, T. 1 N., H. M W.-Oontinaed. 



Shale, gray, thin beddM 35 

Shale and aandstoneylflu 77 

Sandstone, friable 4 

Shale, sandy 3 

Shale, curly (esthnated yield, not more 

thanlOi^ons) 5 

Interval M 

SandBtooe, oolitic, ripple marked 3 

Shale and sandstone, lentioolar 167 



in. 













Ft in. 



oolitic and oolite...... 

Shale and thin beds of sandstone. 

Sbale, brown, early 

Sandstone, friable, lentioolar 

Shale, sandy, drab 

Shale, thin bedded 

Shale, sandy, drab 



10 
85 

5 

10 
47 

3 

75 



Locatkm J, T. 1 N., R. M W. 



Ft. in. 
Shale, gray; probably will yield little or 

nooil 200 

Shale, containing a few thin beds of rich 

black shale..., 20 

Shale; contains a large nomber of rich 

layers interbedded with sandy shale. . 20 
Shale, thin bedded; contains a large 
number of thin beds of rich shale; the 
whole slightly richer than the onit 

nextabore 15 

StaAle^ hard, dark brown, rich. 6 

Shale; contains a few thin beds of rich 

shale 8 

SbAK hard, dark brown, rich 2 

Shale, thin bedded, sli^tly sandy 2 

Slinle» hard, dark brown, rich (sample 

41; 13.7 gallons) 1 4 

Shalclean 2 

Shale, hard, brown, massiye (sample 40; 

12JgBUoDs) 3 8 

Shale, Interbedded with layers of rich 

shale; the whole probably lean 

Shale, thin bedded, slightly sandy.. . 

Slisle, hard, dark brown, rich 

Shale, thin bedded 

Stanley hard , dark brown, rich 

Shale, sandy 

Sbale, hard, dark brown, rich. 

Sandstone 

81isle» hard, dark brown, rich with 

some lean layers 3 

Shale, thin bedded, sUghUy sandy 50 

Shak^ hard, dark brown, rich 8 

Shale, thin bedded, slightly sandy; con- 
taining carenis in places filled with 

solid hydrocarbon 5 

Shale, sandy 7 

Shale, lean...-: 1 

Sliale» hard, dark brown, rich 1 

Shale, thin bedded, slightly sandy 5 

Sbak^ hard, dark brown, rich 1 

Shale, lean, slightly sandy 2 

Shale, sandy, thin bedded 11 

Shale, sandy; contains a few thin layers 

ofrichshale 5 

Sbale, gray, slightly sandy 4 

Sbale, hard, dark brown, rich, with 

lean shale interbedded 1 10 

Shale, gray, slightly sandy 8 

Shale, lean 6 

Shale,sandy 3 4 



6 
15 



Sandstone, tan-oolored 

Shale; probably wHl yield a small 

amoont of oil 

Shale, gray 

Shale* hard, dark brown, rich 

Shale, papery, lean 

Shale, sandy 

Sliale» dark brown, ri6h 

Shale, lean 

81iale,rioh ^ 

Shale, gray, slightly sandy 

Shnle^ hard, dark brown, rich. 

Shale, lean 

Shale, very lean 

Shale, sandy 

Sbale* dark brown, rich 

Shale, lean 

SbalCy hard, dark brown, rich 



Shale, dark gray, thin bedded, lean — 

Shale, gray, slii^tly sandy 

Shalep brown to black, tUn bedded, 

rich 

Shale, brown to black, tUn bedded, 

probably lean 

Shale, sandy, tUn bedded 

Shale, dark brown to black, thin bedded, 

lean 

Shale, dark brown to black, thin bedded 

to almost papery, lean 

Shale, hard, dark brown, rich 

Shale, drab, thin bedded, sandy . : 

Sandstone, massive, showing slight 

ripple marks 

Shale, sandy 

Sandstone, maasiYe, rssistant 

Shale, gray, thin bedded 



Shale, gray, thin bedded 

Sandstone, massiv«, cross-bedded. 

Shale, gray, thin bedded 

Shale, dark gray to black, probably lean . 
Shale, gray, thin bedded, with thin beds 

' of sandstone 

Shale, hard, dark brown,rich 

Shale, weathers gray, lean 

Shale, gray, thin bedded 

Shale, thin bedded, dark brown to 

black on fresh surtBoe (sample 39; 

13.7 gallons) 

Shalflb bard, brown, probably rich 
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2 10 
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SidionB tn norihweMUm Co2oro(2t>--GoiitLaiied. 
J» T. 1 N^ R. M W^-Cantlnaad. 



Ft. 



In. 
8 
3 



Shale, thin b6dd«d,leazL 

Shato^ hard, dark brown, rich 

Sendfltone, with numeroiu fragments of 
vegetable remains 3 

Shale, gray, sandy, with thin beds of 
leanshale 10 

Sandstone, coarse grained, conglom- 
eratic, containing flat pebbles of shale . 1 

Shale and sandstone; much of the sur- 
faoeoovered 45 

Sandstone, conglomeratic, tan-colored; 
contains flat pebbles of shale as long as 



Ft. In. 

4 inches and as thick as one-quarter 

inch 3 

Sandstone, tan-colored, massive, slightly 

friable, minutely cross bedded 35 

Shale, drab, sandy 55 

Sandstone 1 

Sandstone and shale, fosslllferous 30 

Sandstone, tan-colored on weathered 

surface, minutely cross-bedded 2 

Shale, sandy; one fossil leaf was found 

Inthismember ^ 6 



1,666 10| 



Location K, on north side of FoartMnmfle Creek, T. B S^ H. M W. 



Sandstone, brown, massive 

Shale, light brown 

Shale, thin bedded, light brown, lean 
(sample 44; 6.2 gallons) 

Sandstone, shaly 

Shale, thin bedded; weathers light gray; 
probably as rich as the bed from which 
sample 43 was taken 

Sandstone, shaly 

Shale, thin bedded; weathers light gray; 
probably as rich as the bed from ^riiich 
sample 43 was taken ••..••• 

Shale, dark brown, but prob-^ 
ably not rich 

Shale, thin bedded, very 
hard, black 

Shale, brown, hard, prob- (sample 43; 
ablylean > 9.4 gal- 

Shato, very dark brown. Ions), 
hard 

Shale, dark brown, contain- 
ing small lenses of sand- 
stone 

Sandstone, irregular in thickness 

Shale, lean (80 per cent), and rich, brown 
shale (20 per cent) 

Shale, light brown; weathers white; lean. 

Interval, probably mostly shale 

Shale, gray 

Shale, thin bedded; light colored 

Shale, dark drab, thin bedded 

Shale, very thin bedded, with thin layers 
of rich, dark-brown shale 

Shale, gray, lean; weathers to small 
plates 



Ft. 


in. 


50 





75 





64 





19 





40 





17 





59 









1 








1 




1 








35 





7 





40 





110 





10 





28 





1 





5 






Shale, thin bedded, lean. 

Sandstone, ooarse grained, Imgiilar 

bedded 

Shale, bluish gray 

Sandstone, fine grained. 

Shale, bluish gray; contains TegeteUa 

remains 

Sandstone, brown, shaly 

Shale, gray, with a few thin beds of rich 



Sandstone, grayish brown 

Shale, drab, platy; oontahis stems of 
wood and pockets of solid hydrocarbon . 

Sandstone, gray 

Shale, gray 

Sandstone, brown 

Shale, gray 

Sandstone, brown 

Shale, gray, clayey 

Sandstone, coarse, yellow 

Shale, drab; contains wood fragments... 

Sandstone, coarse, angular grains, yellow. 

Shale, gray 

Sandstone, brown, coarse 

Shale, light drab 

Sandstone, coarse, yellowish brown 

Shale, light drab, very clayey 

Sandstone, yellowish brown, ripple 
marked 

Shale, drab, sandy, with three thin beds 
of brownish sandstone 

Sandstone, yellowish brown, upper part 
oolitic; contains rounded quartzite peb- 
bles 

Top of Wasatch formation. 



Ft. 


b» 


11 







6 


11 







8 


1 

12 





10 





117 





r 


8 


1 

65 





4 





17 





1 





2 





1 





n 





7 





80 





2 





5 





1 





15 





3 





53 





1 


6 


32 





19 






1,113 



Location L, on Pleeance Creek, T. 4 S., R. 94 W. 



Ft. in. 

Sandstone, brown, massive 150d: 

Shale, sandy; weathers light gray 95 

Shale, dark brown, hard; weathers gray; 

lean 112 

Shale, hard, dark brown, rich 5 

Shale, dark brown, hard; weathers gray 

(probable yield, less than 15 gallons) ... 11 
Shale, hard, black; weathers bluish 

(estimated yield, 26 gallons) 2 



Shale, dark brown, hard; weathers gray; 

lean 

Shale, hard, dark brown (estimated 

yield, 30 gallons) 

Shale, dark brown; weathers gray; lean.. 
Shale, dark brown, rich, and thin- 
bedded shale 

Shale, brown; weathers gray; with a few 

thin beds of hard, dark-brown, rich 

shale 



Ft. in. 



40 



S 



88 
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181 



Seetioru in nofthwegtem Colorado — Oontinued. 
LacHJ— L. OB He— Mc tt Crack, T . 4 8^ R. M W.~-Contlxil]ed. 



Ft. in. 
■haly; weathen reddish 

90 

dlttle,drab 100 

flftpdrtone 4 

ShAle 18 

Sandstone 3 

Shale, drab, alighUy sandy 623 

Shale, bluish drab, with about 5 per oent 

of beds of sandstone 6 Inches thick — 102 
Shale, drab, slightly sandy, interbedded 

with layers of sandstone 1 foot thick. . . 120 

Sandstone, brown, ooarw grained 8 

Shale, drab, sli^tly sandy, with about 8 

per cent of sandstone in beds 4 inches 

thick 60 

Location M, on north aide of 

Ft. In. 

Shale, light brown, weathers gray; conr 

tains a few thin beds of rich shale 75 

Shale, black, massive; weathers dark 

blue; rich 1 

Shale, light brown; weathers gray; con- 
tains several thin beds of sandstone, 

also thhi beds of rich shale 17 

Shmie^ dark brown, rich 8 

Bhale, light brown, weathers gray; will 

yield a small quantity of oil 25 

Shale, brown (sample 40; 12.5 gallons) — 5 2 

Shale, gray, lean 5 



Ft. in. 

Sandstone, brown 10 

Shale, drab, somewhat sandy, inter- 
bedded with about 20 per cent of sand- 
stone in beds 8 inches thick 65 

Sandstone, brown 8 

Shale, drab, sandy, with about 40 per oent 

of sandstone in beds 1 foot thick 46 

Sandstone, gray 15 

Sandstone in beds averaging 6 feet thick, 
interbedded with gray sandy shale 

(shaleprobablySOperoentofthewhole) 200 

Sandstone, massive, brown 12 

Sandstone and gray shale, Wasatch. 

2,002 5 

Pole Golch. T. 4 S., R. M W. 

Ft. hi. 

Shale, brown, probably not quite as rich 
as the bed from which sample 40 was 
taken 4 

Shale, light brown; will yield a small 
quantityofoil 6 

Shale, I brown, wetfthers thin bedded, 
curly (estimated yield, 16 gallons). ... 20 

Shale, light brown, with beds of rich shale 
(probable yield less than 10 gallons) ... 11 

Shale, dark-brown, weathera blue 1 1 

Shale, very light brown; weathers yellow- 
ish gray; will yield very little oil 15+ 

167 6 



Localion N, on the face of a dUT southwest of Cook's ranch, T. 4 8^ R. 94 W. 



Ft. to. 
Top of clifl approximately 1,400 feet above 

tha base of the Green River formation. 
Shale, thto bedded; weathers platy; lean. 15 
Shale, dark brown, rich; weathers bluish 

gray and thin bedded 6 

Shale, light brown; weathers yellow; 

probably will yield a small quantity of 

oil 3 

Shale and thin sandstone bed 5 

Sha]e,lean 3 6 

Shale, yeUowish gray; will yield but Uttle 

oO 5 

Shale, light brown; weathers to thin 1am- 

insB (sample 49; 10.5 gallons) 3 

Shale, yellowish gray, probably very lean. 7 

Shale^ dark brown, rich 6 

Shale; weathers gray; probably will yield 

a small quantity of oil 7 

ShaiOr dark brown, rich (sample 48; 

15.Sgallons) 4 

Shale and thin-bedded sandstone; will 

probably yield a little oil 6 

Shale, brown, lean 2 

Shale, light gray 6 

Shale, dark brown, rich; weathers 

bluish gray 5 

Shale, lean (estimated yield, 10 gallons) . . 2 

Shale, light brown, very lean 4 

Shales dark brown, rich 1 

3 



Ft. 



in. 

1 
2 



Shale, dark brown, rich 

Sandstone, irregularly bedded 

Shale, dark brown, rich, containing 

muchpyrite 2 

Shale, gray and thin sandstone 10 

Shale, dark brown, rich; weathers bluish 

gray - 1 

Shale,lean 11 

Shale, hard, dark brown; weathers 
bluish gray; contains a large amount 

ofpyrite 10 

Shale, gray (may yield as much as 10 gal- 
lons) 11 

Shale, thin bedded (may yield as much as 

IS^UloDs) 8 

Shale, weathers white 16 

Shale; weathers bluish (will not yield 

more than 10 gallons) 10 

Shalfl^ dark brown, rich; weathers blue; 

contains a large amount of pyrite 3 

Shale and sandstone 6 

Shale; weathers white l 

Sandstone 3 

Shale; weathers white; lean 1 6 

Sandstone 3 

Shale; weathers white; will yield a Uttle 

oU 1 8 

Shale; weathers bluish, thin bedded (sam- « 

pie 47, 7 gallons) 2 

Shale; will yield a Uttle oU 2 

Talus slope conoeaUng the lower rocks. 

141 4 
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SecUofu in northioesUm Colorado— Oontinued. 



O, la 



Mrth orMMTlfl 



T. 6 8^ H. M W. 



n. in. 
Bbato, brown, nukes the upper part of the 
oilff; probably will yield oonsidenble 

oilbatooaldnotbeezamlne4 310± 

Shaleb weathen thin bedded; black 
to bluish gny (sample fiO; 40.0 

galkos) 10 

Ottle (probably will yield less than 15 

IPBlkos) 26 

Shale, haid, black, rich.] i 2 

Sandstone (excluded 

firam sample) (sampIeSl; 

Shale, light brown, very 28 gal- 
hard Ions). 1 10 

Shale, black, hard; ap- 
pears to be very rich .. . 
Shale; weathers white; thfai bedded, 
slightly carbonaceous; contafais a few 
thin beds of rich shale, also sandstone 



Shale, light yellow, thin bedded, sandy. . 

Sandstone, coarse grained 

Shale; weathers white; contains some 
sandy beds 

Shale, ildi, dark brown 

Shale, sUghtiy sandy, thin bedded 

Shale, rich, dark brown 

Shale, slightly sandy, gray 

Shale, dark brown, rich 

Shale, lean 

Shale, mostly gray, partly sandy, con- 
tains a few beds of curly shale; the 
whole is supposed to be very lean 

Shale, with some sandstone beds as thick 
as 2 feet 

Sandstone, tan-colored, coarse giahied. . . 

Shale, dark brown, rich 

Sandstone (00 per cent) and shale (10 per 
cent); sandstone coarse giahied, cross- 
bedded,, and conglomeratic in lower 
part 



40 



30 
2 



40 



75 



120 
25 



25 



Ft. 



Shale (flO per cent) and sandstone (10 per 
cent); this member contains beds of 
sandstone as thick as 8 feet; shale is in 
places sUghtly carbonaceous 100 O 

Sandstone, light tan-colored to gray, very 
persistent in thickness 5 

Sandstone (25 per cent) in beds not over 
8 inches thick, and drab shale (75 per 



nt). 



OoUte (50 per cent) and thin-bedded cai^ 
bonaceous shale (50 per cent); contains 
ilsh scales 

Sandstone (10 per cent) and shale (90 per 
cent) ; some of the sandstone beds aro as 
thick as 5 feet and are conglomeratic. . . 

Shale, drab; contains a few thin beds of 
sandstone 

Shale (00 per cent), in places thin bedded 
and slightly carbonaceous, and sand- 
stone, in part ripple marked (10 per 
cent) 

Sandstone (50 per cent) and gray shale, in 
part clayey (50 per oent);*sandstone at 
top is even bedded and appears per- 
sistent; that in the lower pert is hrogu- 
lar in thickness 

Shale, for the most part gray (75 per cent) 
and thin-bedded sandstone (25 per cent) 

Sandstone and shale; sandstone beds are 
massive, tan-oolored for the most part 
and cross-bedded; shale in the lower 
part of the member is yellow and is 
similar to Wasatch. At the base of the 
member is a bed of massive sandstone 10 
feet thick with 15 feet of thin-bedded 
sandstone above. These beds are irreg- 
ular in thickness and look like the typi- 
cal Wasatch 

Variegated clays and shales with sand- 
stone lenses at irregular intervals. 



25 



2 



00 



00 



70 



100 



300 



750 



2,082 2 



Location P, In upper part of Book dUtm north of Ruliaon. Colo^ T. 6 8., R. M W. 



Ft. in. ; 
e, massive, probably will yield con- i 

slderable oil; forms at this locality im- 

passabledifl 100± i 

Shale, light brown (sample 56; 11.2 gal- i 

Ions) .* 15 I 

Shale brown, probably richer than that I 

ofthebedabove 100 | 

Shale, dark brown (sample 55; 15.4 

gallons) 13 

Sliale» probably as rich as that above 20 



Ft. 



Sandstone, shaly 10 

Shale, probably fiairly rich in oil 35 

Shale, thin bedded; weathers black; 
inclined to be curly (to be cone- 
lated with the bed finom which 
sample 50 was taken; see above). . . 

Shale; weathers yellowish; lean 25 

Shale» dark brown; weathers gray 

(sample 54; 20.7 gallons) 

Talus slope. 



hi. 




8 



332 
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Sediont in noftheattern Utah. 



(sample 
68; Zh 
gal- 
lams). 



8iiale,tliln tedded, tani to iMircn 

Bbai^ hard, dark (wtimatod yield, 20 

galkos) 

Shale, lean to banen, thin bedded; a 
tBW rich layen lev tban 1 Inoh thtaik 

(Dlptcra larvSB) 

Sandstcne 

Shale, platy, lean to barren; two or three 

rich beds about 1 Inch thick 

Sbatab thin bedded, rich 

Shale, lean 

Sandstone, persiftait 

Shale, lean, thin bedded 

Slialeb hard, dark brown, 

rlch...^ 

Shale^ hard, light brown, 

rich 

Sliale» hard, dark brown, 

rich 

Shale, sand7(notin sample) 
Sliale, hard, dark brown, 

rich 

Sbnleb hard, light brown, 

rich 

SbalCb hard, dark brown, 

rich 

Slialeb dark, toogh. 
81ial«,dark,plat7. 
Sbale^ hard, dark, 

rich 

Shale, soft, dark 

brown. 

StaalCb hard, dark, 

rich 

Shale,; soft, dark 

brown , 

Sbale, hard, dark, 

rich 

Shale, soft, dark 

brown 

Sbale^ hard, dark, 

rich 

Shale, thin bedded, 

Platy 

Shale, rather lean and 

papery 

Shale, hard, dark brown to black 

(sample 63; 32 gallons) 

Shale, hard, lean, some thin sandstone 

layers 

ShalCb hard, rich (samples 58 and 62; 
23 and 18 gallons, respectively) . . . 
Shale, minutely banded, some rich lay- 
ers (sample 61; 10 gallons) 

Shale, lean to barren, with two bands of 

small dark sandstone lenses 

Sandstone, hard, quartzitic, persistent. 
Shale, sandy, barren; thin beds of sand- 
stone 

Shale, brown and black; 

rich 

hard; weathers 



i CkMk btwe ea l^Mpla awMeh and Drnten, Utah. 

Ft. in. 
40 



(sample 67, 
from richest 
part of upper 
bench; 90 gal- 
lons. Sam- 
ple 65, from 
whole bed at 
at suriiEMse; 
32 gallons.) 

(sample 66 
from whole 
bed li fMt 
back troai 
outcrop; 55 
gallons.) 



(sample 66; 
15 gallons.) 



(sample 60; 

12ga]l0O8).' 



1 

Ite 
1 

a6 

1 

6 

6 

4 

1 10 

2 1 

6 

2 
8 

10 



2i 
8 
8 
5 
3i 
10 

1 6 
4 2 

2 
4 8 

3 10 
8 11 
6 7 

4 
6 

8 1 

7 



Shale, sandy; weathers gremlsh gray; 
lean to barren 

Shale, hard (sample 50; gallons) 

Sandstone, rough, ooarse, oontaining 
asphalt; top and bottom surlMM ir> 
regular, with shale ooniionnhig to the 
irregularities 

Shale 

Sandstone, psrsistent. 

Shale, lean, sandy, gray to reddish, 
with several thin layers of sandstone. 

^^'^^'-k^pU 74;f 
82 gallons).! 



Ft. in. 

2 
1 



;;)" 



Shale, soft. 
Shale^ hard, rich. 

Sandstone 

Shale, hard 

Sandstone (not included 

in sample) 

ShalCbhard 

Sandstone, persistent (not 

included in sample) 

Shale^hard 

Shale, clayey 

Shale, hard, mostly lean, 

with thin beds of richer 



(sanqde 73; 
6 gallons). 



(sample 72; 
7 gallons). 



(sample 70; 
14 gallons). 



Sandstone, persistent 
Shale, hard, rich.... 

Sandstone 

ShalCb hard, rich 

Sandstone 

Shale, hard, rich 

Sandstone 

Shales hard, dark (sample 71; 7 gal- 
lons) 

Sandstone, persistent 

Shale, hard, rich tol 

lean 

Horison of sandstone 
lenses, none of which 
came where sample was 
taken. 
Shale, hard, rich. . . . 

Sandstone 

Shale, probably, lean. 

Sandstone, bearing 

gypaum (not in' 

eluded in sample) . . . 

Shale, hard, dark, 

rich; some gypsum ' 

near top 

Shale, with consider 

able gypsum. . .' — 

Shale, very dark 

brown, rich 

Sandstone, brownish, shaly 

Shale, papery, lean 

Shales rich; weathers blue 

Shale, sandy, and barren shaly sand- 

stone 

Shale, rich, papery 

Shale, sendy, barren 

Sandstone, brown, massive 



(sample 60; 
19 gallons). 



1 10 
7 

8 

13 8 

2 




9 
8 

ih 

7 

2 
11 
6 



1 6 
8 

2 9 

1 

11 

h 

2 6 

2 

7 
6 

8 8 



1 10 
4 



10 
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LoortfoB Q, along EnMuatlaa Craek betwwn Templa mwlUk aad DngM, Vimk ronttancd. 



Ft. in. 

2 

6 

50 

4 

4 
8 



48 



7 



do 



Sbale, lean to bamn 

Sandstone, massive, ledge making 

Sandstone, brownish, shaly 

SbalCb forming ledge, lean to rloh. . 

Shale, papery, lean to barren 

Shale* bard, rich 

Shale, sandy, lean to barren; two or 

three sandstone ledges less than 1 foot 

thick 

SbalSb pepory; numerous thin blue 

rich bands. 

Shale, barren, with several brownish 

sandstone layers 2 to 4 inches thick. . 
Sbale; weathers bluish; rich, ledge 

forming 

Shale; weathers bluish; barren 

Sandstone, light brown. 

Shale; weathers bluish; barren 

Sandstone, light brown 

Shale; weathers bluish; barren .'. 

Sandstone, light brown 

Shale; weathers bluish; barren 

Sandstone, massive 

Sandstone, gray, shaly 

Sandstone, yeUowish brown, not well 

cemented 

Shale, gray 

Sandstone 

Shale, gray 

Sandstone 

Shale, drab 

Oolite 

Shale, drab 

Oolite 

Shale, gray 

OoUte 

Shale, gray 

Sandstone, massive cross-bedded 

Shale, drab 

Sandstone, massive 

Shale, gray and drab 

Sandstone, resistant 

Shale, drab 1 

Sandstone, massive , 

Location R, north aide of Saddle Post 



1 





2 


7 


1 





1 


6 


4 





1 


6 




8 


1 


8 


2 


e 


3 





48 





35 





4 





7 





2 





13 





6 





42 





2 


4 


4 





3 


10 


14 


6 


14 





6 





8 


6 


28 







10 


4 





23 






Ft. in. 

Sha]e,drab 11 

Sandstone, poorly cemented 4 6 

Shale, diab to green 17 

Oolite, much distorted 2 8 

6ha]e,gray 1 

Oolite, much distorted 8 6 

8hale,sandy 19 

Oolite 8 

Sandstone, massive. 7 

Oolite 1 2 

Sandstone, massive for the most part; 

some oolitic members near base 61 

Shale, drab; upper sorfBoe very Irregu- 
lar 4 

Sandstone, massive '.... 8 

Sandstone, shaly 18 

Shale, gray, sandy 7 

Sandstone, yellow, massive 5 6 

Shale, gray, sandy 17 

Sandstone, massive 3 

8hale,drab 2 

Sandstone, massive 14 

Shale, drab to dark, sandy and oonae- 

tionary 5 6 

Shale, platy, gray and drab U 

Oolite 6 

Sandstone, finely cross-bedded, poorly 

cemented 5 

Oolite 10 

Sandstone, massive 2 

Shale, drab, sandy 8 10 

Sandstone, massive 1 6 

8hale,drab 3 3 

Sandstone, massive 3 

Shale, gray and drab 102 

Sandstone, minutely cross-bedded 8 

Shale, gray and diab 07 

Oolitic sandstone, forming ledge; lower 
4 inches conglomeratic and may well 
be considered basal member at Green 

River 1 4 

Sandstone, yellow, poorly cemented 28 

Shales, red and green, undoubtedly 

Wasatdh. 1,306 10^ 

Caaymw aec 22, T. 11 &, R. 26 B. 



Shale, hard, rich/ 

weathers papery 

Shale, rather soft, white 

on sorDaoe, platy 

Shale^ hard, rich 

Shale, white, platy 

Shale^ hard, rich 

Shale, lean to rich; weathers i>a- 

pery 

Shale, lean; weathers white and platy.. 
Shale^rioh; weathers papeory 



(sample 76; 
31 gallons)/ 

(sample 75; 
35 gallons). 



Ft. in. 

2 11 

1 7 
10 
9 




Ft. in. 

Shale, lean; weathers white and platy . . 2 4 

Shale, hard, rich 10 

Shale,lean 12 

ShalCb hard, rich 4 

Shale, lean, platy 4 8 

Sandstone, persistent, quartsitic (iden- 
tical with 5-Inch sandstone at location 

Q; seep. 183) 5 



80 8| 
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Sections in northeattem l/JtoA— Continued. 
Locatloii S, sec. 24, T. 11 &• R. 25 E. 



Ft. 

Sandstone 

Shale, lean, sandy 20 

Shale, rich 

Shale, lean 6 

Sliale,rich 1 

Shale, lean to barren 6 



Shale, lean 4 

Sliale,rich 

Shale, lean 4 

Shale, rich 

Shale, lean, papery 1 

Shale, rich 

Shale, soft 

Shales rich 

Shale, soft 

Shalebrich 



(sample 78; 
48 gallons). 



in. 
8 

8 

6 
6 
5 
6 
8 


10 
6 
6 
2 
4 
7 
8 



Ft. in. 

Shale,Iean 2 

Shale,rich 1 

Shale, rich, and papery shale 4 

Shale^ medium rich 3 

Shale, rich, hard 2 

Shale,Iean 4 

Shale, medium rich 9 

Shale,leao 4 

Sandstone, ferruginous 5 

Shale, lean to barren 4 6 

Shale, hard, rich e 

Shale, lean to barren 5 

Sandstone, coarse, asphaltic (same as 23- 
inch asphaltic sandstone at location Q; 

seep.183) 1 1 



LoortloB T, on north aide of HeUe Hole Canyon, eec. 22, T. 10 S., R. 25 E. 



Shale, platy, sandy, lean to barren 

Shale, mostly lean, with rich beds too 
thin to sample 

Shale, lean j *"b**»""*^ 

Sandstone, persistent 

Shale, lean, platy, containing one 6-inch 

bed of rich shale 

Shale^ hard, very rich 

Shale, very sandy, lean 

Shalebhard, rich (sample 90; 45 gal- 
lons) 

Shale,hard i, _ , _^ 

ov 1 -^M. (sample 88; 

Shale, soft...... y ,-jl„^„. 

Shale,hard,rich....J ^^ gallons). 
Shale, lean to barren 

Shale^rich(A) 

Shale, soft (B) 

Shale, rich (A) 

Shale, soft (B) 

Shale, rich (A) 

Shale, soft (B) 

Shale, rich (A) 

Shale, soft (B) 

Sandstone (discarded) 

Shale, soft (B) 

Shale, rich (A) 

Shale, soft (B) 

Shale, rich (A) 

Shale, soft (B) 

Shale, rich (A) 

Shale, lean 

Shale, hard, rich (sample 8.') ; 22 gallons). 

Shale, lean mostly, with rich layers too 

thin to sample 

Shale, hard, rich (sample 84; 21 gal- 
lons) 

Shale, hard, lean to rich, cM form- 
ing 

Sandstone, asphaltic 

Sandstone, coarse 



Ft. to. 
13 

U 

1 n 
3 2 

2 1 
5 

5 

3 2 
11 



4 

I 
1 
1 

1 



(sample 86, 
of whole 
bed, 37 gal- 
loos; sam- 
ple 87, of 
parts of 
bed mark- 
ed "A," 54' 
gallons; 
sample 88, 
of parts of 
bed mark- 
ed "B," 25 
gallons) . . . 



7 6 
7 8 

7 4 

3 

n 



Shale,hard i, , ^( 

sandstone YTZII^I 

Shale, hard, rich J ® ^^""^H 

Shale, hard, richest in upper 2 feet 

(sample 82; 20 gallons) 

Sandstone, asphaltic, variable in thick- 
ness (same as 22-inch asphaltic sand- 
stone at location Q, see p. 183) 

Shale, hard, rich (sample 81; 24 gallons). 

Sandstone 

Shale, sandy, platy, lean to barren 

Shale, rich 

Shale, lean to barren, sandy 

Shale, rich 

Shale, lean to barren 

Sandstone 

Shale, gray, lean to barren , . 

Shale, hard, rich 

Shale , gray, lean to barren 

Shale, alternating' 
hard and soft layers. . 

Shale, soft 

Shale, alternating 
hard and soft layers. . 

Shale, lean 

Shale, rich 

Shale, papery, or siuidy and platy, lean. 

Shale, rich 

Shale, sandy, platy, lean to barren 

Shale, rich 

Shale, barren 

Shale, hard, rich 

Shale, platy, barren 

Shale, hard, rich 

Shale, for the most part gray and lean, 
but a few rich layers less than 1 inch 

thick 

Shale, papery, lean 

Shale, platy, lean 

Shale, hard, rich 

Shale, sandy, barren 

Shale, hard, rich 



91 



Ft. in. 

1 

1 

2 11 

6 



1 4 

1 U 
1 



28 



18 



(sample 80; 
33 gallons). 



2 4 

1 



34 
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Sections in northeastern Utah — Contmued. 
LoaUlon T, on north ride of Holla Hole Gujon, aec. 22, T. 10 S., H. 25 E.— CkmtlmiBd. 



Ft. in. 

Shale, thin, platy, lean to barren 30 

Oolite 5 

Shale, papery, lean 8 8 

Shale, hard, rich 1) 

Shale, barren 6 

Shale, hard, rich. 2 

Shale, thin, platy, barren 16 

Oolite 4 

Shale, thin, platy, bsuren 1 2 

Sandstone 7 

Shale, thin, platy, barren 16 

Cherty layers, distorted, concretionary. . 1 

Oolite, conglomerate at base 2 4 

Shale, gray and drab, barren 2 4 

Sandstone 8 

Shale, gray and drab, barren 1 10 

Sandstone, concretionary 3 6 

Shale, gray and drab, barren 20 

Sandstone, with oolitic bands 4 

Oolite 3 9 

Shale, gray and drab, barren 23 

Oolite, top distorted and sandy 3 

Sandstone, oolitic 5 

Shale,gray 28 

Sandstone, shaly 15 

Sandstone, massive 4 

Shale, barren, gray, sandy 18 6 

Oolite 3 6 

Shale, barren, gray sandy 10 

Oolite 2 

Sandstone 2 

Shale, barren, gray, sandy 65 

Oolite 1 



Ft In. 

Sandstone 8 

Shale, gray, lean to barren 10 

Oolite 6 

Sandstone, twisted and deformed 1 10 

Oolite 6 6 

Shale, gray to drab, barren 10 

Sandstone, massive, yellow 12 6 

Shale.gray 6 

Oolitic sandstone 4 

Shale,sandy , 13 

Sandstone, massive, yellow, cross- 
bedded 10 6 

Shales, gray and drab, barren 45 

Sandstone, mostly yellow and massive, 

but with two somewhat shaly zones. . 41 

Shale, sandy, barren 21 

Shale, rich 6 

Shale, gray and drab, barren 35 

Sandstone and barren , sandy shale 37 

Shale, largely masked, mostly drab, 
papery, with sandy zones; not suffi- 
ciently cemented to form ledges 95 

Sandstone, coarse, yellow 1 lO 

Shale, lean to barren, papery 7 

Sandstone, yellowish 6 

Shale, soft, sandy (sample 79; 1 gal Ion) . . 4 1 

Sandstone 3 

Shale, masked, but for the most part 

a barren greenish shale 26 

Sandstone, yellowish brown, poorly 

cemented lo 

Shales, red and green (Wasatch). 

1,047 5 



Tlie following stratigraphic sections were measiu'cd in southwest- 
em Wyoming and show the general character of the Green River 
formation in the southern parts of the Green River and Southern 
Red Desert basins: 



Sections of parts of Green River formation in sotUhwestem Wyoming. 

T. 14 Nn B. 99 W. 



Sandstone, coarse grained, not massive. . 

Sandstone, containing fossil shells 

Sandstone, coarse grained, thin bedded. . 

Covered, probably sandy shale 

Sandstone, coarse 

Covered, mostly shale 

Shale, papery, diab, lean 

Shale, thin, barren and sandstone 

ShiUe, drab, thin, lean 

Shale, thin, diab, barren 

Shale, thin, lean 

Sandstone, concretionary 

Shale, thin, lean 

Oolite and dMTt 



Ft. 


in. 


50 







4 


10 





35 





8 





30 





6 





72 





8 





20 





80 





1 





14 











Ft. In. 

Shale, thin bedded, lean u 6 

Shale, thin bedded; weathers) 

blue; rich 

Shale, gray, sandy (not In- 
cluded in sample) . . . 
Sandstone, yellow (not In- 
cluded In sample) . . . 
Shale, thin bedded; weatben 

blue; rich 

Shale, yellow, sandy 28 

Shale, papery, lean 40 

Shale, drab, fissile 10 

Sandstone, ooncretloDarj 1 

8baIe,dnb,piq;Mry is 



(sample 

92; 30 

gallons). 



2 



1 7 
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SectUms of parts of Green River formation in southwestern Wyoming' — Continued. 
T. 14 N^ B. M W.— Continued. 



Oolite 

Sbale, drab, papery... 

Sandstonoi oolitic 

Shale, drab, fissile 

Sandstone, micaceous . 
Sandstone, yellowish . 



Shale, drab, thin sandstone lenses 26 



Ft. In. 

e 


4 
6 






Ft. in. 

Sandstone, sbaly, yellowlah 1 

Shale, drab, papery, barren 6 

Sandstone, shaly, yellowish 1 6 

Shale, greenish drab 37 

Maroon clay shale (probably Wasatch). 

480 10 



T. 18 N., R. 108 W. 



Ft. to. 
Sandstone, ferruginous, containing fossil 

shells 6 

Shale and sandstone 500:h 



Shale, thin, brown 

Shale, thin, brown (sample 100; 3 gal- 
lons) 

Shale , t h in , brown 

Shale, hard, black, rich.. . 

Shale, b^o^^'n, soft 

Shale, hard, black, rich.. . 

Shale, brown, soft 

Shale, hard, black, rich.. . 

Shale, brown, soft 

Shale, hard, black, rich.. . 



5± 



(sample 
. 99; 10 . 
gallons). 



Ft. in. 



Shale, light brown, lean (sample 98; 3 
gallons) 

Interval 

Shale, lean (?) 

Shale, dark brown (sample 95; 13 gallons) 

Shale, thin bedded, tough 

Shale, til in bedded, tough (sample 96; 
4 gallons ) 

Shale, thin bedded, tough 

Shale, massive, I ight brown 

Shale, massive, light brown (sample 97; 
6 gallons) 

Shale, lean. - 



5 

25 
10± 

5 
10 

5 
2 
2 



4 10 



586 11} 



Sec. 27, T. 17 N., R. 106 W. 



Ft. In. 

Shale,drab 45 

Sandstone, platy 16 

Shale,lean 22 

Sandstone, brown, platy 7 

Shale, hard, not so rich 24 

Shale, hard, thin, platy o (sample 118; 

14gallons) 5 6 

Shale, hard, dark « 2 3 

Shale, hard, dark, rich a (sample 

117; 19 gaUons) 8 1 

Shale, weathers to thin plates; part of 

member will yield small amount of oil. . 120 



Ft. In, 
Ck)vered, mostly I ight-oolored shale or clay 75 

Clay, mostly gray, with some red 80 

Clay, gray, yellow, green, and red, with 
beds of yellow sandstone. All beds 
very lenticular. A 40-foot bed of mas- 
sive sandstone at one place splits and 
within 100 yards along its outer top is 
represented by variegated clay beds, 
with a few thin sandstones 75 



479 10 



Sees. 17 and 19, T. 17 N., R. 106 W. 



Ft. in. 
Sandstone, massive, brown, coarse (Tower 

sandstone of Powell) 125 

Sandstone, thin bedded 35 

Shale, papery, gray 25 

Sandstone, shaly, gray 32 

Shale, sandy, lean. 65 

Shale, hard ; contains fish remains (sample 

130; 14 gallons) 5 

8hale,lean. 20 

Shale, thin with lenses of very rich waxy 

shale 65 

8hale,hard 15 

Shale, hard (sample 119; 12 geOlons) 5 

Shale, hard, lean 12 

Shale, gray, sandy 20 

81ialebhard,rieh 1 4 

Shale, gray, sandy, thin sandstones, and a 

fowl to 3 inch beds of rich shale 90 



Ft. in. 

Shale, hard, thin, medium rich 1 6 

Shale,barren 15 

Shale, medium, with hirge gypsom crys- 
tals 1 6 

Shale, thin, barren. 80 

Shale, medium, with gypsom crystals ... 8 

Shale, gray, sandy 26 

Shale, medium, with gypsum crystals. . . 16 

Shale, hard, rich lO 

Sandstone, thin, gray 8 

Shale, hard, rich 10 

Shale, gray, sandy 17 

Shale, hard, rich 2 

Shale, thin, gray, sandy 9 2 

Shato, hard, rich 

Shale,sandy 118 

Sandstone, gray 4 

Shale, sandy, greenish 6 



a IteM^ aaoM lom 88 loww 22 ftet 8 Indm of section maasund in sees. 17 and 19 of this towi^ 
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Sectums of parts of Green River formation in gouthweHem Wyoming — Cantinued. 



Sms. 17 and 19, T. 17 N., R. IM W.—Cantimied. 



Ft. in. 

Sondstozie, gray, thiD bedded 1 

Shale, sandy, green 27 

Shale, sandy, thin bedded, gray 21 

Sandstone and shale, green, in beds 2 feet 

thick; sandstone, concretionary 58 

Shale, sandy, gray, slope 97 

Sandstone, massive, cross-bedded, form- 
ing ledge and capping hill 5 

Shale, forming slope 43 

Sandstone, rather massive, forming ledge . 10 

Shale, soft, thhi, platy, barren 30 

Shale, medium hard, rather thin, very 

lean 4 11 

Shale, medium hard (sample 116; 4 gal- 
lons) 4 10 

Shale, sandy, lean to barren 70 

Shale, medium hard, very lean 10 

Shale,lean 4 6 

Sandstone, brown, persistent 8 

8hale,lean 3 

Shale, hard to medium hard (sample 115; 

Qgaikms) 4 6 



(sample 112; 
9 gallons). 



Shale, lean to barren 

Shaly sandstone, barren 

Shale, sandy, forming slope, lean 

Shale, hard (sample 114, lower 4i feet; 11 

gallons) 

Shale, hard (sample 113; 10 galloDs) 

SbaKhard 

Sandstone 

Shale, fairly soft, thin- 
bedded 

Shale, hard 

Shale, hard, rich (sample HI; 19 

gallons) 

Shale, hard, rich (sample 110; 19 

gallons) 

Shale, soft 

Shale, hard, rich 

Shale, soft 

Shale, hard, rich.... 



Ft. taL 
75± 
15 
47 



(sample 109; 
11 gallons). 



5 4 

6 3 
7 

2 5 

6 

2 3 



l,3aO 10 



Along Bitter Creek, T. 18 N^ R. 107 W, 

Ft. in. 



135 
3 



(sample 128; 
7 gallons). 



Sandstone, massive, brown 

Shale, lean to barren 

Shale, hard 

Sandstone, brown, massive 1 

Shale, lean to rich 1 

Sandstone, brown, massive. 5 

Shale, lean, papery 11 

Sandstone 

Shale, hard, rich 

Sandstone 

Shale, hard, dark 

Shale, brown, tough. . , 
Shale, hard, rich, dark 
Sandstone 

Shale, hard, rich 

Shale, hard, rich (sample 127; 18 gal- 
lons) 

SanfLstone 

Shale, hard, rich 

Sandstone, hard, massive 

Shale, hard, gray, sandy, lean to barren. 

Shale, soft, greenish, lean 

Partly masked, barren gray shale and 
sandstone, with some lean papery shale. 

Sandstone, platy 

Shale, lean, soft 



6 



Shale, greenish gray 

Sandstone, thin bedded 

Covered, mostly barren gray sandy shale, 
with a few ledges of gray shaly sand- 
stone 

Sandstone, platy 

Shale, greenish 

Covered, mostly barren gray sandy shale, 
with a few ledges of gray shaly sand- 
stone 

Shale; weathers pa])ery 

Sandstone 

Shale; weathers papery., 

Shale, gray, sandy, with layers of shaly 
sandstone 

Shale, greenish 

Shale, gray, sandy, with layers of shaly 
siindstone 

Sliale, greenish, with brown sandstone 
lentils 

Sandstone, brown, with some clay shale. 

Sandstone, thin, platy 

Sandy shale and shaly sandstone, gray, 
barren ^ 



Ft. in. 
21 6 
11 



128 
3 
7 



110 
1 



21 
20 



20 
35 

4 



85 



755 5 



White Mountain. 

Ft. 

Sandstone, bro^-n, coarse (tower sand- 
stone of Powell) 243 

Shalo, gray, sandy, and shaly sandstone, 
with three be(ls of rich shalo each 3 
inches thick in lower part 2(Vi 

Shale (estimated yield, 12 to 15 gallons). . 3 

Shale, gray, sandy, and thin sandstone 
with two or three 1-lnch beds of rich 
shale 37 

Sandstone, gray, ripple marked 1 



sec. 3«, T. 19 N., R. 106 W. 



in. 



Ft. 
22 
2 



in. 




Shale, sandy, gray, and shaly sandstone. 

Sandstone, shaly, yellow 

Shale, sandy, and clay, with a few thin 
sandstone beds; color predominantly 

white 133 

Sand&tone, green, shaly 33 

Shale, gray, sandy, and thin sandstone . . 58 
Shale, green, sandy, and green sandstone. 17 

Shale, greenish drab, sandy 35 

Sandstone, chalky, cross-bedded, brown. 2 
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Sections of parts ofOreen River formation in souJthweetem Wyoming — Continued. 



White MonnUin, sec. Se. T. 19 N., B. 106 W.-€ontInued. 



Ft. in. 



95 



Sliaie, drab, sandy 

Sandstone, ferruginous 

fihale, sandy, gray-green, and shaly sand- 
stone 

Sandstone, sbaly 

Shale, papery, lean, with 2-inch beds of 
rich shale and some thin beds of sand- 
stone 

Sandstone, with clay balls * 

Shale, papery, lean 26 



87 



Ft. in. 
24 
2 

8 
40 



Shale, sandy, gray 

Sandstone, shaly, gray, fossililerous 

Shale, car bonaceous 

Clay, sandy, gray 

Sandstone, coarse, gray, possibly base of 

Green River formation 1 

Clay, somewhat sandy, gray 55 

Shale, clay, variegated, red at top 33 

Sandstone, yellowish green, friable 30 



1,331 10 



Foflsil Bntte. 



Ft. in. 

Sandstone, shaly 95 

S<md5tone, coarse, brown 3 

Shale, hard, rich, dark; weathers 

blue (sample 13 1 ; 50 gallons ) 2 

Sandstone, shaly 7 

Shale, hard, rich ; weathers blue. ... 1 
Alternating bands of coarse sandstone 

andshale 8 

Sandstone, cherty 10 

Shale, lean, chalky, thin bedded 16 

Sandstone, reddish brown 8 

Shale, lean, chalky, thin bedded 2 6 

Sandstone, massive 8 6 

Chalk 3 

Sandstone, massive, yellow 3 2 

Shale 1 10 

Sandstone, gray (discarded). 

Shale, hard, li^t brown 

Sandstone, light brown (dis- 
carded) 

Shale, hard, brown, rich; 

weathersblue '"*"^- 1 

Sandstone, yellow 

Shale» hard, brown, rich; 
weathersblue J I 11 



(sample 
130;10gal- 
lons). 



Ft. 



(sample 
129; 8 gal-< 
Ions). 



Shale, white, chalky 

Shale, hard, brown ■. . . 

Shale, white, chalky; con- 
tains abundant fish re- 
mains 

Shale, lean, thin bedded 18 

Sandstone, drab 10 

Shale, sandy 5 

Sandstone, coarse 65 



in. 
10 
6 



230 li 



STBTTCnnTBE. 

Northwestern Colorado and northeastern Utah. — The Uinta Basin is 
a broad, shallow syncline whose central portion is occupied by the 
Green River and younger formations. The Green River becls are 
only slightly tilted at most places aroimd the margin of the basin, but 
the older formations dip at much greater angles only a few miles 
beyond the limits of the Green River formation. The Douglas anti- 
cline, which extends southward from Rangely, brings up the Mesa- 
verde and Wasatch formations and perhaps entirely separates the 
main Colorado area of the Green River formation from the much 
larger area in northeastern Utah, and it is almost certain that 
the areas of oil-yielding shale are completely separated. Although 
the Green River formation dips sharply (maximum observed dip 
28^) toward the interior of the basin at its margin along the north 
and east sides of the Colorado area, the dip decreases very rapidly. 
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SO that a few miles back of the margm the shale is horizontal or dips 
only slightly. 

Small faults were observed at a few places, although it is probable 
that the broad movement which produced the great synclinal struc- 
ture gave rise to fracture zones or cracks and faults at many other 
places. The great veins of gilsonite in the vicinity of Dragon, Utah, 
are cracks filled with the asphaltic material. West of the Petrohte 
Hills, in the eastern part of the area studied, a fracture zone cutting 
the Green River formation is filled with a very hght yellowish-brown 
hydrocarbon (specific gravity 1.06) which does not answer the descrip- 
tion of any of the ordinary asphaltites. The deposit may not be 
sufficiently extensive to be of economic importance, but it is of con- 
siderable scientific interest. The fracture zone in which the material 
is foimd is 2 or 3 feet wide and has been traced for several miles in a 







looreet 



Figure 14.— Diagram showlzig structare in the Green Kiver formation near the mouth of Yellow Creek, 



Colo. 



general northwest-southeast direction. Several small prospects have 
been opened along it. 

On Yellow Creek, sec. 15, T. 2 N., R. 99 W., a heavy brown sand- 
stone rests on a very irregular surface, and the shale beneath (A, 
fig. 14) is very much distorted, exhibiting in places very definitely 
overturned folds, as well as faults on a small scale. It is not at aU 
impossible that the brown sandstone marks the base of a formation 
which should be separated from that below, but in this paper it is 
included in the upper part of the Green River formation. The 
massive sandstone appears to fill channels, yet the distorted condi- 
tion of the shale beneath would suggest that the shale was still in a 
plastic condition after the deposition of part of the sand and that the 
sand settled imevenly, giving rise to the many pecuhar forms which 
are exhibited in the shale beds beneath. After this settling the 
deposition of sand was continued over the edges of the portions of 
the sand which had been displaced. This appears to represent a 
change in conditions of deposition which may have more than local 
importance. 
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Southwestern Wyoming. — That part of southwestern Wyommg (see 
PI. X) lying between the Uinta Mountains on the south and the 
Wind River Mountains on the north is in a broad structural basin 
which is separated into several smaller basins by north-south upUfts. 
Oil-yielding shale is present in three distinct areas; the central area, 
to which the name Green River basin is applied, is by far the largest. 
The Rock Springs uplift, on the east, described by Schultz,* and 
related features near the Colorado-Wyoming State line, to the south- 
east, separate the main area from the much smaller Southern R^d 
Desert Basin, only the rim of which is shown on Plate XIX (in pocket) . 
On the west the Green River basin is separated from the area of the 
Green River formation in the vicinity of Fossil, described by Veatch * 
as the Fossil syncline, by an anticlinal fold which the same author 
called the Meridian anticline. 

Beds of the Green River formation are only slightly tilted in any 
part of the area shown on Plate XIX. Along the western rim of the 
Southern Red Desert Basin the oil shale at its outcrop dips as much 
as 11° NE., but it flattens rapidly toward the center of the basin. 
Along the east and west sides of the main Green River basin the 
oil-yielding shale shows dips not exceeding 3° or 4°, but in some places 
along the north flanks of the Uinta Mountains the beds of the Green 
River formation are tilted at greater angles. The oil shale of the 
Fossil syncline is practically horizontal at every point examined. 

Faults in the Green River shale were noted in only one area, but 
they may be present at many other places within the area here de- 
scribed. West of Green River, near the center of T. 15 N., R. 108 W., 
there is an area perhaps half a mile wide and extending en unknown 
distance to the west, where the rocks are crumpled and cut by east- 
west trending faults. On both sides of this disturbed zone the strata 
are apparently unaffected. 

. The channel sandstone of Lee,' which is the Tower sandstone of 
Powell,* forms vertical chffs in the vicinity of Green River, Wyo., 
where it rests on an irregular surface of shale and is itself very much 
distorted, whereas the shale beneath is not deformed. 

BIBL.IOGRAPHY. 

The literature of oil shale is confined largely to reports dealing with 
the shale of foreign coimtries, very little having been published on 
that of the United States. The reports that treat of the methods of 
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Survey BuU. 381, pp. 218-220, 1910. 
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coal and oil: U. S. Geol. Survey Prof. Paper 56, pp. 108-110, 1907. 

3 Lee, W. T., and others, Guidebook of the western United States, Part B, The Overland Route: U. 8. 
Geol. Survey Bull. 612, p. 74, 1915. 

4 Powell, J. "W., Geology of the eastern portion of the Uinta Mountains, pp. 40, 45, U. S. Geol. and Geog. 
Survey Terr., 2d div., 1876^ 
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mining and distilling oil shale in Scotland, France, and New South 
Wales are especially interesting and instructive in view of the probable 
development in the near future of an oil-shale industry in the United 
States. The following list of reports includes a large number of 
rather extensive articles on oil shale of different localities, as weU as 
niunerous brief notes on the occurrence of shale in more or less isolated 
areas. The list includes most of the important reports that have 
been published. 

Allen, A. H., On the relative proportions of olefinee in shale and petroleum products: 
Analyst, vol. 6, pp. 177-180, 1881. 

Anderson, F. M., Oil shales of Elko, Nev.: Am. Inst. Min. Eng. Bull., 1914,' pp. 
140^1403. Notes great percentage of organic matter in oil shale from Elko, Nev. 
States that no bitumen can be extracted by solvents such as chloroform and ether. 

Anderson, G., Description of the bituminous rocks which occur in Ross-shire and in 
the neighborhood of Inverness: Edinbui^gh Jour. Sci., vol. 4, pp, 93-95, 1826. 
Brief note only. 

On the occurrence of a bituminous substance near Mountgerald (Scotland): 

London Geol. Soc. Quart. Jour., vol. 19, p. 522, 1863. Brief mention of oil shale 
near Mountgerald (Scotland). 

Andra, 0. J. [Fossil fuel from New South Wales (kerosene shale)]: Naturhist Ver. 
preuss. Rheinl. Verb., vol. 32, Sitzungsber., p. 5, 1875. Gives results of distilla- 
tion of sample of kerosene shale sent from Sydney, New South Wales. 

Aron, a., Note sur Tindustrie fran^aise des schistes bitumineux: Annales des mines, 
10th ser., vol. 9, pp. 47-75, 1906. Discusses oil-shale industry of France, giving 
statistics of production, 1893-1904. Also gives relation of French to Scotch 
retorting practice as regards results obtained. 

Atkinson, A. A., Reports of chief inspector of coal and [kerosene] shale mines: New 
South Wales Dept. Mines Ann. Repts. for 1897-1910, 1898-1914. Statistics of shale 
production in New South Wales in tons of shale mined and value for each yield 
from 1865 to date. 

Baker, O. H., Australian kerosene shale — notes preparation being made to work the 
New South Wales deposits: U. S. Cons. Rept. 333, pp. 107, 108, 1908. 

Ball, L. C, Tertiary oil shales of Baffle Creek, Port Cm-tiB district, Australia: Queens- 
land Govt. Min. Jour., vol. 15, pp. 19-25, 1914. Describes occurrence of oil shale 
and gives a few tests of the shale. 

Tertiary oil shales of the Narrows-Port Curtis district, Australia: Queensland 

Govt. Min. Jour., vol. 15, pp. 73-76, 1914. Describes occurrence and mining 
possibilities of oil shales. 

Oil-shale industry, an introduction to a report on the oil shales of Lowmead 



now being prepared: Queensland Govt. Min. Joiu-., vol. 16, pp. 608-616, 1915. 

Good description of geographic distribution of oil shales, with notes on their origin, 

characteiistics, treatment, and products. 
Baskerville, C, Economic possibilities of American oil shales: Eng. and Min. Jour., 

vol. 88, pp. 149-154, 195-199, 1909. Gives history of oil-shale industry (especially 
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Oil shales of Canada: Cong, int^nat. chim. appl. compt. rend., 7th sees., vol. 
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American oil shales: Jour. Ind. and Eng. Chemistry, vol. 5, p. 73, 1913. Men- 
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Basksbville, C, and Hamor, W. A., Oil Bhales of America: Jour. Ind. and Eng. 

Ohemii>try, vol. 1, pp. 507-511, 1909. Gives history of oil-shale industry and 

describes the occurrence and tests of Canadian oil shales. 
Beilby, George, On the production of ammonia from the nitrogen of minerals: Soc. 

Chem. Ind. Jour., vol. 3, pp. 216-224, 1884. Describes shale-distilling retorts and 

discusses nitrogen obtained from oil shale. 
Beilbt, G. T. , The production of ammonia from nitrogen of minerals: Soc. Arts Jour., 

vol. 33, pp. 313-320, 1885. 
The nitrogen of crude petroleum and parafl&n oOs: Soc. Chem. Ind. Joiu*., vol. 

10, p. 120, 1891. Note on nitrogen obtained from Scottish shale oil. 

Thirty years of progress in the shale-oil industry: Soc. Chem. Ind. Jour., vol. 
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scrubber, with tables of cost. 
Bbrthier, p.. Analyse de quelques minerals de bitume (de France): Annales des 

mines, 3d ser., vol. 13, pp. 605-616, 1838. 
Analj'se des schistes bitumineux d'Autun: Annales des mines, 3d ser., vol. 13, 

pp. 616-il8, 1839. 
Blake, G. S., Oil shale from Natal (analysis): Imp. Inst. Bull., vol. 1, pp. 74-76, 
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2d ser., vol. 8, pp. 39-44, 1850. 
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Trans., vol. 30, pp. 537-654, map, 1901. Describes the occurrence of Eocene oil 
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Brown, J. F. K., The working of South African oil shales: South African Min. Jour., 

vol. 9, pt. 1, pp. 352, 396, 1911. Likens oil shales of Transvaal to carbonaceous 
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Oil-shale mining: PetrglfiUflOLEorld, vol. 11, pp. 164-168, 1914. Good general ^ 

discussion of occurrence, methods of mining, and distillation of oil shale, with 

costs. 
Oadell, n. M., The oil shales of the Scottish Carboniferous system: Jour. Geology, 

vol. 2, pp. 243-249, 1894. Describes geology briefly. 
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The oil-shale fields of the Lothians: Inst. Min. Eng. [London] Trans., vol.22, 

pp. 314-371, pis. 7, 9, 1902. Good description, with map and short discussion of 

the oil-shale industry. 
Scottish shale industry: Petroleum World, vol. 10, pp. 228-236, 1913. Good ^ 

description of oil shale and processes of distillation and refining. 
Oadell, H. M., and Grant Wilson, J. S., The geology of the oil-shale fields: The oil ^ 

shales of the Lothians, 1st ed., pt. 1, pp. 1-97, Scotland Geol. Survey Mem., 1906. 

Describes geology and give data relative to value of different beds. 
Caldwell, Willla.m, Methods of working the oil shales : The oil shales of the Lothians, 

1st ed., pt. 2, pp. 9&-132, Scotland Geol. Survey Mem., 1906; 2d ed., pt. 2, 

pp. 95-135, 1912. 
The working of oil shale at Pimxphereton (Scotland) : Inst. Min. Eng. [London] 

Trans., vol. 36, pp. 581-589, 1909. Describes methods used. 
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Proc. verb., vol. 3, pp. 6, 7, 1881. 
Carne, J. E., On certain coal and shale lands in the Capertee Valley district, New 

South Wales: New South Wales Geol. Survey Rec., vol. 4, pp. 30-48, 1894. 

Describes geology of kerosene shale in Capertee Valley district. 
The kerosene-shale deposits of New South Wales: New South Wales Geol. 
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2d ed., pt. 1, pp. 1-94, Scotland Geol. Survey Mem., 1912. Describes geology. 
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L'industrie des huiles de schiste en France et en ^cosse: Annales des mines, 
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d'Autun: Annales des mines, 6th ser., vol. 20, pp. 347-428, 1871. Detailed dis- 
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Clarke, W. B., On the occurrence and geological positions of the oil-bearing deposits 

of New South Wales: London Geol. Soc. Quart. Jour., vol. 22, pp. 439-448, 1866. 
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52-54, 1900. Descril)e8 plant being installed to get oil and ammonia from the 

oil shales at Orepuki, New Zealand. 
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Beitrag zur Theorie der Theerbildung: Deutsche chem. Gesell. Ber., Band 30, 

pp. 2743-2752, 1897. 



Digitized 



by Google 



196 CONTRIBUTIONS TO ECONOMIC GEOLOGY, 1916, PABT II. 

HvKT, T. S.y Contributions to the chemical and geological history of bitumens and 
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Manspield, W. H., Oil shales and their occurrence: Petroleum Rev., vol. 34, pp. 
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calls attention to oil shales in Book Cliffs region of Colorado. 
Prospecting the Transvaal oil shales: Min. World, vol. 35, p. 714, 1912. De- 
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Oliveira, E. p. de, Sobre alguns affloramentos de carvao no Parana: Escola de minas 
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Ind. Jour., vol. 24, pp. 996-1002, 1905. Describes torbanite and oils obtained 

by ita distillation. 
Redwood, Bovebton, A treatise on petroleum, 3 vols., 3d ed., London, 1913. Vol. 
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Rbissio, W. [Analysis of diale-oil gas]: Jour. Gasbeleuchtung, Band 5, pp. 131-133, 
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RoTBR, E., Essai sur la constitution chimique de Thuile de schiste: Soc. sci. phys. 

nat. Bordeaux M6m., vol. 2, pp. 285-292, 1862. 
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1916. Good general description of oil shale and its possibility as a source of oil. 
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pp. 19, 20, 1868. Mentions experiments by Clayton in 1728>29 distilling car- 
bonaceous minerals at low red heat. 
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Thompson, A. B., Petroleum mining, pp. 11&-121, London, 1910. Short general dis- 
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LOGY OF THE UPPER STILLWATER BASIN, STILLWATER 
JD CARBON COUNTIES, MONTANA, WITH SPECIAL REF- 
tENCE TO COAL AND OIL. 



By W. R. Calvert. 



INTBODITCTION. 

. 1907 a coal j&eld on the west side of the Bighorn Basin, Wyo., 
examined by the United States Geological Survey, and the 
stigation was extended northward to include the coal-producing 
in the vicinity of Red Lodge, Mont. Mapping was discontinued 
lock Creek, however, and no definite information was obtained 
bive to the westward extent of the coal field beyond that stream. 
I had been reported at Nye, on Stillwater River, and it was con- 
red possible tihat this coal bed and some one of those developed 
led Lodge were identical. In 1908 the writer extended the inves- 
tion of the previous year westward from Red Lodge with the 
, of ascertaining whether the coal beds at Red Lodge and at Nye 
of the same geolc^c age and whether they are continuous in tiie 
irvening area. 

'ime has not been available from 1908 until now to prepare for 
•lication the data obtained in the field examination. In conse- 
nce the notes on the coal development here given are incomplete, 
they refer to conditions during and prior to 1908. The chief 
ect of this paper is to discuss the geologic conditions in the field 
i the relation of the coal at Nye and Red Lodge. 
n common with other investigations of Rocky Mountain coal 
is made by the United States Geological Survey in recent years, 
examination was made primarily for the purpose of classifying 
land with respect to coal; In the field, therefore, land lines were 
owed wherever it was feasible, and locations were checked from 
le to time by established land comers. The topography was 
tched by plane-table methods, an aneroid barometer being used 
vertical control. 

.n the field the writer was assisted by F. H. Kay and E. F. Schi-amm 
i in the office by Mr. Kay in the compilation of data obtained. 

m 
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200 CONTEIBUTIONS TO ECONOMIC GEOLOGY, 1916, PABT II. 
SURFACE FEATURES. 

The area to which this report relates Ues adjacent to and north of 
the Beartooth Mountains and extends westward from Rock Creek to 
Stillwater River. It contains about 300 square miles. (See PL XX . ) 

The surface of the field is considerably diversified, including broad 
terraces Imd areas of rolling or much dissected country. On the 
south it is bordered by the rugged Beartooth Mountains. Glaciation 
has done much to modify land forms in the vicinity of the mountains, 
as nearly every stream valley and interstream divide is filled or 
covered with glacial d6bris. Aside from the mountainous tract the 
roughest topography is seen in the western part of the field, where 
the interstream areas rise to an altitude of 6,000 feet, or 1,000 feet 
above the valleys. The lowest place is in the extreme northeast 
comer of the field, where the altitude is about 4,600 feet above sea 
level. From this locality the surface rises toward the south and 
culminates in the high peaks of the Beartooth Mountains, whose 
glacieiMsrowned summits reach a maximum altitude of over 12,000 
feet, the hi^est in the State. Mapping was not extended southward 
beyond the base of t^e mountains, where the altitude is imiformly 
about 6,000 feet. 

The field as a whole is well drained by perennial streams flowing 
from the mountains. The largest of these are Rock, East and West 
Red Lodge, East and West Rosebud, and Fishtail creeks and Still- 
water River, all dh*ect or indirect tributaries of the Yellowstone. 

Red Lodge is the largest town in the area, having a population of 
about 4,860. Other post offices are Luther, on West Red Lodge 
Creek; Dean, on a branch of Fishtail Creek; and Nye, near the junc- 
tion of West Stillwater River with the main stream. Red Lodge is 
connected with the transcontinental line of the Northern Pacific 
Railway by a branch from Laurel, about 16 miles west of Billings. 
Transportation from other parts of the field is effected by wagon to 
points on the Northern Pacific. 

OEOIjOGY. 
ST&ATIOBAFHY. 

The rocks of the area comprise a great thickness of strata ranging 
from coal measures of lower Montana ^(Upper Cretaceous) age to 
beds more than 8,000 feet up in the Fort Union formation of the 
Eocene. Older sedimentary formations and crystalline rocks are 
exposed in the Beartooth Mountains, along whose north base there 
is a profound fault that brings Paleozoic rocks into contact with 
Tertiary formations south of Red Lodge and with successively older 
strata to the west. The geology of this area is shown on Plate XXI. 
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GEOLOGY OF THE UPPER STILLWATER BASIN, MONT. 201 

CRETACEOUS SYSTEM. 
EAOUB BAVDBTONS AVD LXVUTOSTOH FORMATION (TTPPBR CRXTAOBOX7S). 

The oldest rocks in the area consist of a white sandstone about 300 
feet thick, the upper part of which is massive and grades downward 
into a sandy shale. The entire thickness of this sandstone occurs 
only in the western part of the field, but the upper portion is exposed 
locally as far east as sec. 4, T. 6 S., R. 18 E. A carbonaceous zone, 
locally coal bearing, occurs at the top of the sandstone. This white 
sandstone is overlain by a mass of greenish or brownish sandstone and 
sandy tuffaceous shale about 3,200 feet thick in the central part of 
the area. On examination these overlying beds appear to be highly 
andesitic in character and therefore to have been derived from vol- 
canic rocks. These andesitic strata are exposed over a considerable 
area in the western part of the field. On West Rosebud Creek poorly 
assorted volcanic agglomerate, also of andesitic material, appears as a 
thin wedge in the midst of the tufiPaceous bed^, and this agglomerate 
thickens westward until in the vicinity of Stillwater River it is abput 
2,000 feet thick. In spite of this notable thickening and the fact that 
the base of the agglomerate is uniformly about 625 feet above the base 
of the andesitic beds, the stratigraphic distance between the agglom- 
erate and the overlying Tertiary beds (Fort Union formation) re- 
mains fairly constant. A section of the andesitic beds measured in 
T. 5 S., R. 18 E., where the agglomerate is absent, is as follows: 

Section in T.5S., R, IS E, 

Feet. 

Sandstone, brownish, platy , and sandy shale (thickness estimated). 1, 500 

Sandstone, platy, brownish gray, with layers of chocolate-colored 
concretions as much as 1 foot in diameter 99 

Partly concealed; lower 100 feet is yellowish-brown platy sand- 
stone and yellowish sandy shale 287 

Sandstone, very irregular in lithology and bedding, coarse grained 
to pebbly ; 56 

Sandstone, brown, and sandy shale 120 

Partly concealed; where exposed consists of brown sandy shale 
and thin brown sandstone 880 

Sandstone, gray or brown, with intercalated yellowish shale; tex- 
ture and bedding variable, chiefly fine grained and tuffaceous, 
with plant fragments 214 

Shale and thin platy sandstone, brownish gray, compact and fine 
grained 11 

Sandstone, thin bedded, coarse grained 39 

Shale, gray and yellow, with thin sandstone and lignitic bands 28 

3,233 

On Stillwater River the section of the andesitic beds differs from 
that given above and comprises about 625 feet of shale and sandstone, 
2,000 feet of agglomerate, and 2,500 feet of shale and thin sandstone, 
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202 CONTRIBUTIONS TO ECONOMIC GEOLOGY, 1916, PART II. 

aU highly andesitic. All of this section is not exposed in the area 
mapped but is shown on each side of Stillwater Valley farther north- 
east. 

Considerable interest attaches to the age of the basal coal-bearing 
sandstone and the overlying andesitic beds. Fossil leaves are present 
in both formations, although they are confined chiefly to rocks closely 
associated with the coal bed of the massive sandstone and to the an- 
desitic beds imderlying the agglomerate. These leaves are similar to 
those found in the vicinity of livingston, about 35 miles northwest of 
Nye, and the rocks containing them are therefore to be correlated 
with similar plant*bearing beds at Livingston. In that locality the 
rock section consists of a. mass of shale about 3,600 feet thick, which 
has been considered by previous writers to be the representative of 
the Colorado shale, Pierre shale, and Fox Hills sandstone. Overlying 
this mass of shale at Livingston is a coal-bearing sandy formation 
about 800 feet thick that^contains fossil leaves similar to those found 
in the coal measiu'es near Nye. Next higher stratigraphically is a 
mass of andesitic rocks about 5,000 feet thick, near the base of which 
occur leaves of the identical species found in the andesitic beds east of 
Stillwater River. In earlier reports the coal measures at Livingston 
were considered to be of Laramie age and the andesitic rocks above, 
termed the Livingston formation, were supposed to have been depos- 
ited after a period of erogenic movement following the Laramie. 
According to this interpretation the coal-bearing^sandstone at Nye 
should be considered Laramie and the overlying andesitic rocks to be 
of Livingston age. Regional study by R. W. Stone and the writer, 
however, leads to the conclusion that the stratigraphy at Livingston 
has been misinterpreted. Colorado fossils have been f oimd at the top 
of the mass of shale that constitutes the lowest formation in the section 
as described, and it therefore appears that the coal-bearing sandstone 
at Livingston is of lower Montana age rather than Laramie, as has 
been previously supposed. Furthermore, no imconformity was 
was foimd between the coal measiu'es and the overlying Livingston 
formation, and there is evidence of continuous deposition from Colo- 
rado time into Fort Union time. The present interpretation is that 
the coal measures near Livingston are of lower Montana age, and that 
the Livingston formation itself is the time equivalent of the Qaggett, 
Judith River, Bearpaw, and possibly even yoimger formations as de- 
veloped elsewhere in the State, and is therefore of Upper Cretaceous 
and Eocene age. 

In this report, therefore, the coal measures in the vicinity of Nye are 
assigned to the Eagle sandstone, the lowest formation of the Montana 
group. As the overlying rocks up to the Fort Union can not be sepa- 
rated on the basis of either lithology or paleontology the term Liv- 
ingston formation will be applied to them, although it is to be imder- 
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GEOLOGY OF THE UPPER 8TILLWATBB BASIN, MONT. 208 

stood that by the use of this name no attempt is made to convey an 
idea of distinct geologic time. It is not appropriate to discuss in this 
report all the details on which are based the present interpretation of 
the stratigraphic questions involved, and the reader interested in the 
subject is referred to a paper in which the problem is treated at greater 
length.* In any event, however, it has been ascertained beyond 
question that the coal measures at Nye are not in the same geologic 
formation as those at Red Lodge, but are nearly 9,00Q feet lower. 

TEBTIABT SYSTEM. 

FOBT innoir FOBVATzoir (BOomB). 

The rocks in the eastern part of the field, aside from surficial 
material and those of an area of about 5 square miles south of Linley, 
represent fresh-water deposits of Fort Union age, which are pre- 
dominantly sandy. WoodruflF'has separated the Fort Union for- 
mation of this region into three members, the division being based 
on the presence or absence of valuable coal beds. The lowest member 
consists of variable yellowish sandstone and shale 5,700 feet thick, 
in which no coal of any consequence occurs. Above is a member 
825 feet thick, which is lithologically similar in appearance to the 
underlying member, but which contains seyeral beds of coal. The 
upper member, about 2,000 feet thick, is also of essentially the same 
character as the lower, and likewise differs from the middle member in 
that it contains no valuable coal beds. Although it is likely that the 
lower part of the section should be referred to the Lance formation 
C'Ceratops beds"); fossils belonging to that formation were not 
foimd, and as there is no distinct change in hthology in the mass of 
rocks described, the entire sequence is tentatively designated Fort 
Union. 

LIHXJBY COBOLOUBATX (P08T-X00XHX). 

In addition to the Eagle sandstone, the Livingston and Fort 
Union formations, as previously described, other rocks are repre- 
sented in the area. Between Linley and the Beartooth Mountains 
is an area of about 5 square miles in which a conglomeratic sand- 
stone lies with marked unconformity on tilted and eroded Fort Union 
rocks. The conglomerate is bedded throughout and is composed 
mainly of grains and well-rounded pebbles, 6 inches or less in diameter, 
of greenish porphjny, with smaller amounts of limestone and pink 
granite^ all presumably originating in the Beartooth Mountains. 
The strata appear to dip at a moderate angle to the northeast, but 
this dip is considered to be the original attitude of deposition rather 
than the result of subsequent structural disturbance. It is difficult 

^ stone; R. W., and Calyort, W. R., The stratigraphic rdatlons of the Livtagston formation of MoQtaiia: 
Boon. Geology, vd. 5, Nos. 6, 7, and 8, 1010. 
> Woodruff, E. Q., The Red Lodge oool field, ICont.: U. 8. Oeol. Sturey Bull. 341, pp. 92-107, 1007. 
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to determine the thickness of this conglomerate, but it attains an 
approximate maximum of 300 feet. Toward the north it thins to 
a mere film. Although erosion has now separated the conglomerate 
from the Beartooth Mountains, its southern border no doubt for- 
merly extended to that uplift. Because of the development of this 
conglomerate in the vicinity of Linley, it is here designated the 
Linley conglomerate. 

No fossils were found in the conglomerate, and its age is th^«fore 
uncertain. Its superposition on highly tilted Fort Union rocks 
indicates that it is considerably younger than the Fort Union and 
also more recent than the major structural disturbances of the region. 
That it is not of glacial age or origin is indicated by the evenly 
bedded and sohdified character of the rocks, by the entire absence of 
striaB, and by the superposition of imdoubted glacial drift along 
the eastern maj^in of the conglomerate. The date of the deposition 
of the Linley conglomerate is rather to be correlated with the period 
when erosion had laid bare the crystalline core of the Beartooth 
Mountains and when streams emerging from the uplift had much 
greater gradient and carrying capacity than at present. The con- 
glomerate was laid down as a fan or delta deposit by Red Lodge 
Creek at the locality where its gradient was suddenly lowered on 
emergence from the mountainous area. Criteria to determine the date 
of this condition are not available, and the Linley conglomerate is 
therefore merely referred to the post-Eocene. 

QUATERNARY SYSTEM. 

Glacial drift covers a considerable part of the area and effectually 
conceals all older sediments wherever it occurs. This drift is made 
up of lateral and terminal moraines, outwash, and other forms of 
glacial d6bris. On the recession of the glacier that once occupied 
Stillwater Valley a lake was formed, and along its borders were 
strewn bowlders, i»robably left by floating ice; the lake floor was also 
covered by debris, which now conceals the underlying rock. Terrace 
gravel occupies the surface in much of the eastern part of the field. 

IGITSOTTS BOOKS. 

Two areas of intrusive andesite were noted in the vicinity of 
Dean post office — one in sees. 13 and 14, T. 5 S., R. 16 E., and the 
other in sees. 15, 16, and 17, T. 5 S., R. 17 E. These rocks were 
not examined in detail, but as they cut the lower part of the Liv- 
ingston formation they must have been intruded at a later date than 
the deposition of that material, and they were probably intruded 
before the movement which resulted in the formation of the Dean 
anticline. 
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STBTTOTUBB. 

The structure in the eastern part of the field is relatively simple. 
At Red Lodge the strata associated with the coal beds dip at an 
angle of 18® toward the Beartooth Mountains, but the angle de- 
creases as the mountains are approached. The beds are finally 
terminated by a fault of great throw which extends northwestward 
along the base of the mountains entirely across the field. Near 
Red Lodge Paleozoic limestone standing vertical occurs just south 
of the fault line, but farther west yoimger rocks up to and including 
the Jurassic appear, indicating that the throw of the fault lessens 
in that direction. 

North of Red Lodge the strike of the beds remains fairly constant 
in direction, although interrupted by minor flexures. The dip grad- 
ually decreases, however, and at the northern border of the area it 
is less than 5°. Because of this decrease in dip the entire thickness 
of the Fort Union is not exposed in the area surveyed, and the total 
of 8,500 feet assigned to the formation was measured northeast of 
Red Lodge. 

Minor faults and folds are numerous in the district west of Rock 
Creek and northwest of Red Lodge. These local structural features 
were generally not mapped, however, as' the lack of persistent well- 
defined key beds rendered it practically impossible to work out the 
structure in detail. West of R. 19 E. the structure is dominated by 
an anticUne which trends N. 70 "^ W. to the western border of the 
field. East of Nye this anticUne is cut by a fault. The fault can. 
not be followed for any considerable distance, as on the east it 
extends into andesitic rocks where the structure is largely concealed 
by lack of well-defined bedding and on the west it passes under a 
mantle of alluvium and glacial material. The amount of vertical 
displacement can not be determined with certainty, but in the cUff 
near the south side of T. 4 S., R. 16 E., it must be nearly 600 feet. 
Southeast of this locaUty the structure seems best explained by two 
faults. 

COAIi IN THE RED LODGE DISTRICT. 

FORT UNION FORMATION. 

The coals at Red Lodge had been studied prior to the examination 
by the writer in 1908, and only one main point, that relating to the 
westward extent of the. Red Lodge field, remained to be decided^ 
For details regarding the coals, therefore, the reader is referred to 
the previous publication on this field.^ The repetition of certain 
points relative to the coal, however, seems desirable. The workable 

> Woodniff, E. G., The Red Lodge coal field, Mont.: U. S. Oeol. Survey Bull. 341, pp. 92-107, 1907. 
50371°— Bull. 6410—16 2 
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beds have a vertical range of about 800 feet and are underlain by 
about 5,700 feet of practically barren strata. Above them is a simi- 
lar mass of sandstone and sandy shale about 2,000 feet thick which 
is also unproductive of coal. Measurement of the coal shows a total 
of 71 feet in beds more than 3 feet thick. The workable beds are 
known locaUy as Nos. 1, li, 2, 3, 4, 4i, 5, and 6. The coals aro 
high-grade subbituminous coals, and compare favorably in heat valuo 
with the bituminous coals of the Mississippi Valley but do not stock 
so well. 

The Fort Unipn coal beds west of Red Lodge are exposed in out- 
crop on both sides of Rock Creek, where they dip 18° S. and strike 
N. 78° W., but immediately west of the town exposures are lacking 
and there is nothing to indicate whether or not the structure con- 
tinues regularly. Near the west quarter comer of sec. 28, T. 7 S., 
R. 20 E., however, a coal bed has been prospected, and though the 
opening was badly caved certain information was obtainable. It 
was noted that the strike and dip of the bed were identical with 
those on Rock Creek, and by sighting back along the strike it seemed 
probable that the bed is No. li, an assumption which is strengthened 
by the apparent thickness and character of the bed at the prospect, 
which is comparable to No.JJ as developed at Red Lodge. 

West of the prospect in sec. 28 exposures are not good, but the 
structure seems to be regular. If so, the upper coal bed meets the 
Beartooth fault near the east side of the township to ihe west, and 
the lower beds continue only a short distance farther. It seems 
likely, therefore, that the producing district at Red Lodge wUl be 
practically confined to Tps. 7 and 8 S., R. 20 E., for although the 
Fort Union formation constitutes the surface over a large area 
northwest of Red Lodge the highest strata exposed are below the 
productive zone. 

LIYINGSTON FORMATION. 

On West Rosebud Creek a carbonaceous zone near the base of the 
andesitic beds overlying the Eagle sandstone has been prospected 
at several locaUties, but in only one place has coal actually been 
removed. This is in sec. 23, T. 5 S., R. 17 E., where T. E. Phihp 
drove an entry 250 feet long. The coal occurs here in four irregular 
benches with partings of bone and shale. The lower bench reaches 
a maximum thickness of 17 inches, and the bench above ranges from 
1 inch to 13 inches. The next higher bench is termed the ''rotten 
vein'' and is worthless; the top bench is the most variable of all. 
This coal is not valuable, as the waste is excessive and the coal bed 
extremely variable and faidted. Where opened at other locahties 
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the zone comprises only carbonaceous shale with thin partings of 
coal. Carbonactons zones occur also near the top of the Livingston 
formation, but no coal bed was foimd more than 8 inches thick. 

EAQLE SANDST017S. 

Coal is mined near Nye, in what is known as the Upper Stillwater 
Basin, from a single bed that is near the top of the massive white 
sandstone beUeved to be the Eagle. Above this are the brownish 
clay shale and thin tuflFaceous sandstone constituting the lower part 
of the Livingston formation. The coal bed is exposed in outcrop in 
the cliff east of Stillwater River, gradually approaching the level of 
the valley floor, which it crosses in sec. 28, T. 4 S., R. 16 E., and it 
continues in a direction slightly north of west to the vicinity of the 
south quarter comer of sec. 10. From this locaUty it apparently 
swings to the south along the southeast base of Sheep Mountain, 
where it turns to the east and probably passes beneath alluvium and 
glacial drift. It is not known with certainty whether the bed 
appears elsewhere within the area, as the structure in this vicinity 
is complex and largely concealed by glacial d6bris. 

Three mines have been opened on this coal bed and operated to 
supply a small local demand. The easternmost of these is the Albert- 
son mine, in the SE. J NW. { sec. 28, T. 4 S., R. 16 E. At this 
locaUty the coal bed is spUt by bone or sandstone partings into 
several benches, as shown in the following section, measured at a 
point in the^mine 250 feet from the entrance: 

Section of coal bed in the Albertson mine. 

Sandstone. Ft. in. 

Coal 10 

Sandstone 1 

Coal 11 

Bone 1 

Coal 8 

Bone 4 

Sandstone 4i 

Coal 7i 

Bone and sandstone 2 10 

Coal 1 

Sandstone. 

Total coal 4 i 

Sample No. 6314 (see p. 210 for analysis) was cut at this place and 
includes the upper three benches of coal. At the time of the examina- 
tion the entry of the Albertson mine was about 250 feet long on a very 
sUght dip. No water or gas has been encountered in the workings. 

Oft the northwest side of Stillwater River, in the NE. } NW. J sec. 
29, is the Loffer mine. Here the bed is opened by a slope 400 feet 
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long on a dip of 11^. The coal occurs in three benches, as shown by 
the following section, measured at the end of the slope: 

Section of coal bed in Loffer mine. 

Sandstone. Ft. in. 

Coal 5 

Sandstone 2 

Coal 11 

Bone 9 

Sandstone 3 

Coal 3 3 

Sandstone. 

Total coal 4 7 

Sample No. 6320 (see p. 210) was obtained by making a cut across 
the three benches of coal at the place where the section given above 
was measured. Although under considerable cover, the coal is 
badly weathered near the outcrop and is not marketable for at lea^t 
125 feet from the mouth of the entry. 

About three-quarters of a mile west of the Loffer mine is the 
Lehner opening. The entry was filled with water at the time of 
visit, so that an examination could not be made, but it was reported 
that the coal occurs in three benches, which are shown in the following 
section, given by a local resident: 

Reported section of coal bed at Lehner mine. 

Sandstone. Feet. 

Coal 1 

Bone parting. 

Coal 1 

Shale 2 

Coal 3 

Sandstone. 

Total coal 5 

Aside from these three mines no development worthy of men- 
tion has been made in the vicinity of Nye. The coal bed has been 
prospected southeast of the Albertson mine, in the southern part 
of sec. 33, and shown to be of poor quaUty and insufficient thick- 
ness. On the opposite side of the valley, southwest of the Lehner 
mine, nothing is known of the coal bed. Its probable outcrop is 
indicated on the map (PL XXI) but it was not seen, and therefore 
the area of readily available coal in the vicinity of Nye is probably of 
small extent. Dips near the outcrop are comparatively sUght 
as a rule, yet a short distance away from the outcrop the coal bed 
is carried by increasing dips to considerable depths. Coal is mined 
from a thin bed in sec. 8, T. 5 S., R. 16 E., from rocks which in lithol- 
ogy might belong either to the coal measures or to the overlying 
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andesitic beds. Fossil plants do not serve to differentiate these 
formations sharply, so that there is doubt as to the stratigraphic 
position of the coal. It is probable, however, that the bed is above 
the coal bed exposed north and east of Nye. On the west side of 
Stillwater River, outside of the area mapped, a bed of coal has been 
opened that is probably the same as that near Nye. It is, however, 
of poor quahty and is not considered further in this report. 

GHABAOTEB OF THB OOAIj. 

The coal of the Nye district is fairly dense and rather dull in 
luster, though it contains brighter bands ranging from a mere film 
to some a quarter of an inch thick. Bro¥m resin occurs in a few min- 
ute lenses. So far as known the coal is noncoking. 

Samples were taken from the Alb^rtson (No. 6314) and Loffer 
(No. 6320) mines, and their analyses, made in the United States 
Geological Survey laboratory at Pittsburgh, are given below. 
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In the table the analjrses are given in four forms, marked A, B^ C, 
and D. Analysis A represents the composition of the sample as it 
comes from the mine. This form is not well suited for comparisons, 
for the amount of moisture in the sample as it comes from the mine 
is largely a matter of accident and consequently analyses of the same 
coal expressed in this form may vary widely. Analysis B represents 
the sample after it has been dried at a temperature a little above 
the normal imtil its weight becomes constant. This form of analysis 
is best adapted to general comparisons. Analysis C represents the 
theoretical condition of the coal after all the moisture has been 
eliminated. Analysis D represents the coal after all moisture and 
ash have been theoretically removed. This is supposed to represent 
the true coal substance, free from the most important impurities. 
Forms C and D are obtained from the others by recalculation. They 
should not be used for commercial representation, for they represent 
theoretical conditions that never exist. 

In the analytical work chemists generally recognize that it is not 
possible to determine the proximate constituents of coal or lignite 
with the same degree of accuracy as the ultimate constituents. 
Therefore the air-drying loss, moisture, volatile matter, fixed carbon, 
and ash are given to one decimal place only; whereas the ash (in an 
ultimate analysis), sulphur, hydrogen, carbon, nitrogen, and oxygen 
are given to two decimal places. It is also imderstood that calorific' 
determinations to individual unitp are not reliable; therefore in the 
column headed ''Calories" the heat values are given to the nearest 
five imits, and in the column headed "British thermal units'' they 
are given to the nearest tens, a British thermal unit being about 
one-half the value of a calorie. 

In order to make direct comparisons with other coals of this 
general region analyses of some of the best-known coals have been 
inserted in the table. No. 3590 represents a sample from bed No. 1 
in the mine of the Northwestern Improvement Co. at ]^ed Lodge. 
No. 6823 represents a sample from bed No. 4 in the mine of the Bear 
Creek Coal Co. at Bear Creek. Both of these beds are in the Fort 
Union formation and hence are much yoimger geologically than the 
Nye bed in this field. Nos. 5495 and 5508 represent coal from the 
Bridger bed, in the eastern part of Carbon Coiinty, which occupies 
about, the same stradgraphic position as the Nye bed. No. 5495 
is the analysis of a sample from the mine of the Bridger Coal Improve- 
ment Co. and No. 5508 of a sample from Gebo No. 2 mine of the 
Bituminous Coal Co. 

By comparison of the analyses it will be seen that the composition 
of the Nye coal is more nearly like that of the Bridger coal than it is 
like that of the coal at Red Lodge and Bear Creek. The moisture 
of the Nye coal is nearly the same as that of the Bridger coal and 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Slfi CONTRIBUTIONS TO ECONOMIC GEOLOGY, 1916, PABT n. 

considerably less than that of the Fort IMon coals at Red Lodge and 
Bear Creek. The amount of volatile matter is also nearly the same 
in the Nye and Bridger coals and less than in those of Bear Creek and 
Red Lodge. Ash, on the other hand, is greater in the Nye and 
Bridger coals than it is in the Red Lodge and Bear Creek coaLs. 
The real value of the coal itself, aside from any impurities such as 
moisture and ash that it may contain, is well shown by a comparison 
of the heating values in the analyses of form D: 

Heating values ofeonu Montana coale. 

Labora- British 
Coal. tqry ibaniial 

uaks. 




Nya. 6314 13,640 

Nye 6320 13,900 

Bridge 6496 13,970 

Brldfer 6608 13,870 

RedLodge 8600 12,830 

^ 13.280 

From this table it is evident that the substance of the Nye and 
Bridger coals is superior in heating value to that of the Red Lodge 
and Bear Creek coals, but the higher ash content woidd tend to 
neutralize this advantage and make the two coals as they reach the 
market of about the same value. 

These coals are doubtless near the dividing line between bituminous 
and subbituminous. Those of Red Lodge and Bear Creek, owing 
to their tendency to slack when exposed to the atmosphere, are 
generally regarded as subbituminous, whereas the Bridger coal, which 
shows little or no tendency to slack, is regarded as bituminous. It is 
said that the coal at Nye wiU stock as well as that at Red Lodge, if 
not better, and if this daim is in accord with the facts it appears that 
the Nye coal may be classified as bituminous rather than subbitumi- 
nous like the Red Lodge and Bear Creek coals. This assignment of 
the Nye coal to the bituminous class is still further strengthened by 
the similarity of its composition to that of the Bridger coal as shown 
by the analyses. 

FX7TT7BE DEVELOPMBNT. 

In the Red Lodge district development is certain to be steady and 
continued, as a great amoimt of coal is known to be available and 
transportation facilities are entirely adequate. The coal in the 
Upper Stillwater Basin, however, is less fortunately situated, and the 
present demand is purely local. The future of this area, therefore, 
is dependent on future transportation facilities. Surveys have been 
made from Columbus, on Yellowstone River, to the headwaters of 
the Stillwater, the object being to build a line to Cooke City to aid in 
the development of the metalliferous district in that vicinity. If 
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this line is ever built it will afford an outlet for the coal near Nye, 
and as this coal compares favorably with that of competing fields, a 
considerable amount would no doubt find its way to market. The 
tonnage of available coal, however, is not comparable to that of the 
Red Lodge field, where there are at least eight woricable beds and 
where the area underlain by coal within 2,000 feet of the surface is 
considerably greater than at Nye. 

OIL PROSPECTS. 

At two localities in the area mapped there have been attempts to 
obtain oil by drilling. One of these is in the northeastern part of 
sec. 4, T. 6 S., R. 18 E., and the other is in the SE. i sec. 32 of the 
same township. At the former place several holes were put down 
to different depths, the deepest being 1,500 feet. After passing 
through surface wash and the lower sandy portion of the Eagle sand- 
stone the drilling was in dark shale and thin sandstone, presumably 
of Colorado age. All the holes were dry, although indications of oU 
were reported. The drilling was done on the axis of an anticline, 
but nevertheless the absence of oil in the rock section has not been 
conclusively shown, first because the holes were of insufficient depth, 
and second because they were put down on the pitching end of the 
anticline. The absence of water in the drill holes, however, suggests 
that the beds penetrated are not charged with oil higher in the anti- 
clinal arch and that if oil is present at any horizon through which the 
dnll passed it has accumulated at that horizon lower down on the 
flanks of the anticline. All prospecting at this locality had ceased at 
the time of examination in 1908. 

At the locality in sec. 32 there is more justification for oil pros- 
pecting, and considerable money had been expended prior to 1904, 
when large operations ceased, owing, it is said, to disagreement 
among the stockholders. One hole had been driUed to a depth of 
1,100 feet and several others to about 600 feet. Indications of oil 
were reported in each, and it was asserted that in one hole small 
amounts of oil were obtained. At three points near by small pools 
of asphalt occur, and in 1908 these poojs were being augmented by 
asphalt oozing from the groimd. 

Geologic relations in this vicinity are much obscured by thick 
growths of quaking aspen, but enough was observed to ascertain 
that the drilling was done in Fort Union rocks dipping toward the 
Beartooth fault at an angle of 22^. The exact location of the fault 
here is somewhat doubtful, owing to the covering of talus, but it is 
probable that the holes are about a quarter of a mile from the fault 
line. Because of the relation of the drill holes to the fault the original 
stratigraphic horizon of the oil is in doubt, and whether or not it is 
indigenous to the Fort Union beds with which it is at present asso- 
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ciated is imcertain. It seeias probable, however, that the origina] 
sotirce of the hydrocarbons was at a lower stratigraphic horizon, and 
that the Beartooth fault has afforded opportunities for migration 
upward to the pervious strata of the Fort Union. Evaporation at 
the surface then dissipated the volatile portion, and the residutim 
remains as asphalt. The fact that this bituminous residue is present 
at the surface suggests that oU in large quantity is not likely to be 
found in the strata from which the asphalt oozes. Moreover, what- 
ever oil is present would be more likely to be encountered by drilling 
nearer to the Beartooth fault, but the possible oil-bearing strata would 
naturally be at a greater depth than is reached in the holes drilled 
prior to 1908. 
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GEOLOGY OF THE HOUND CREEK DISTRICT OF THE GREAT 
FALLS COAL FIELD, CASCADE COUNTY, MONTANA. 



By.V. H. Babnett. 



INTRODUCTION. 

This paper is based on field work done during the month of Septem- 
ber, 1909, by W. R. Calvert and the writer, assisted by J. R. Hoats. 
Its objects are to give information r^arding the coal resources of the 
Hoimd Creek district of the Great Falls coal fidd and to describe the 
geologic formations and the structure relating to the occurrence or 
absence of the coal-bearing rocks. As the work was done primarily 




FiOTTSB 15.~Ecy map showing location of Hoond Creek district, Mont. 

for land classification, the determination of the presence or absence 
of the coal was one main purpose. 

The Hound Creek district is the southwestern extension of the Great 
Falls coal field, on which a detailed report * has been published. It 
comprises 180 square miles in Cascade Coimty, Mont., and extends 

1 Fisher, C. A., Geology of the Great Falls coal field, Mont.: U. S. OedL Survey Bull 356, 1909. 
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along both sides of Hound Creek from a point near its moutli on 
Smith River (Deep Creek) to the head of Elk Creek in the foothills of 
the Big Belt Momitains. (See Fl. XXII and fig. 15.) 

In the course of the field work section comers were f oimd with very 
little difficulty. Plane-table triangulation and mapping with tele- 
scopic alidade and stadia rod were also employed, so that a fair degree 
of accuracy was attained. Altitudes were obtained by aneroid- 
barometer readings based on the assumed altitude of Hound Creek 
bridge, in sec. 24, T. 17 N., R. 2 E. 

surface: F1!ATUB£2S. 
BELIEF. 

The surface of the district is made up of high, rounded hills and 
broad slopes cut by streams into steep-eided valleys. For the most 
part the area borders a zone of moimtain topography, but on the 
north it is adjacent to a more level country. The range of altitide 
is from 3,800 feet near the mouth of Hound Creek to about 7,200 feet 
in the southern part of the district. The average altitude of the 
field is about 5,000 feet, and the greatest difference in any one 
locality is 1,200 feet in three-fourths of a mile in sec. 22, T. 15 N., 
R. 1 E. Most of the streams have cut deep channels into the soft 
shale, and the more resistant limestones and sandstones make the 
valley sides steep and precipitous. The deeper valleys are from 300 
to 500 feet below the level of the bordering plains. Smith River is 
locally known as Deep Creek becatise it flows through a deep, narrow 
goi^e in this part of its course. It crosses the northeast comer of 
the district and empties into Missouri River about 16 miles to the 
northwest. Hound Creek drains the lai^er part of the area, and its 
numerous mountain tributaries are fed by perennial springs. 

CULTXTBE. 

There are few settlements in the Hound Creek district, the poptda- 
tion averaging about six famihes to the township. Adel, the only 
post office, is maintained at a ranch house in the southwestern 
part of the district. The location of ranches is determined by the 
position of readily irrigable land or by proximity of range for stock. 
There is an abimdance of water almost everywhere, so that except 
on the higher aroas it is not very difficult to procure sufficient water 
for irrigating smaU tracts. 

Wagon roads generally are poor, but two regularly traveled roads 
cross the district from north to south. One is the stage road from 
Great Falls to Milligan post office and the other the main line of travel 
between Adel and Cascade, on Missouri River, 15 miles to the north. 
Other roads connect with these main roads but are difficult to travel 
over even with a light wagon. 
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An electric power line from Great Falls to Butte has been con- 
structed across this region for the purpose of transmitting power 
from the faDs of the Missouri. 

GENERAL. GEOLOGY. 

SEDIMENTARY BOCKS. 

The rocks that crop out in the Hound Creek district belong to 
the Carboniferous, Jurassic, and Cretaceous systems, but detailed 
study was confined to the coal-bearing Kootenai formation (Lower 
Cretaceous) . The stratigraphic position, characteristic f eatiu^es, age, 
thickness, and economic importance of the formations are given in 
the accompanying table: 

Geologic forrruitions in the Hound Creek district. 



System. 


Series. 


Formation. 


Llthdogic character. 


Thick- 
ness 
(feet). 


Economlc features. 


Quaternary. 




Alluvium.^ 


silt, clay, and gravel. 


2-25 


Forms irrigable fer- 
tfle tracts. 




ceoQS. 


Colorado shale. 


Shale, dark, with beds 
of tough gray sand- 


&250 


Contains sandstone 
which Is resistant 
to weather and 
covers fields with 
loose slabs. 


Cretaceoas. 


Lower 
Creta- 
oeous. 


Kootenai formation. 


shale and clay, red. 
sandy, with local 
beds of white Ume- 
stone. The s a n d - 

in the lower part, but 
the red shale and day 
constitute most of 
the upper part. Goal 
or shale bed 00 feet 
above base. 


400-600 


Contains locally a 
bed of coal. 


Cretaceous (?). 




Morrison (?) formation. 


Shale, variegated, and 
clay, containing sand- 
stone and limestone 
layers. 


20O± 


Omtains limestone 
suitable for build- 
ing stone. 


Jurassic. 




Kills formaUon. 


colored, conglome- 
ratic in upper part, 
with some limestone 
underlying it. 


lOOd: 


Contabis sandstone 
and limesfbne prob- 
ably suitable for 
building stone. 


Carboniferous. 


Penn- 
sylvan- 
lan(?). 


Quadrant formation. 


Limestone, red, bluish, 
and greenish calcare- 
ous ^bales and dav, 
and a bed of white 
sandstone near top. 


300± 


Contains limestone 
probably suitable 
for a flux or for a 
building stone. 




Missis, 
sip. 
plan. 




Limestone, massive, 
white to gray. 


6 150+ 


Contains abundance 
of limestone prob- 
ably suitable for 
building stone. 



a Alluvial deposits in the Hound CJreek district occupy small tracts in vaUeys. 
6 Exposed. 
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CARBONIFEROUS SYSTEM, 
mSSISSIPPIAK SERIES. 

Madison limestone. — Only the upper 150 feet of the Madison lime- 
stone is exposed in this field. It crops out in the gorge of Smith 
River, in the northeastern part of the district, and is the gorge-form- 
ing rock along that river for tu number of miles above this area. It is 
also the most prominent sedimentary rock along the west slope of the 
Little Belt Mountains. 

Weed * ascribes a thickness of 1,000 feet to the Madison and divides 
it into three members — at the bottom the Paine shale, consisting of 
gray thin-bedded shaly limestones; in the middle the light-colored 
Woodhurst limestone, whose beds are separated by thin argillaceous 
layers; and at the top the massive Castle limestone. 

No special study was made of the Madison in connection with the 
work in the Hound Creek district, and no fossils were obtained from 
it, but collections made by Fisher ^ in 1906 in the Great Falls field, 
and by Calvert ' in 1907 in the Lewistown coal field were determined 
by Geoige H. Girty to be of Mississippian age. 

PSNirSTLVAHIAH (1) 8ERIE8. 

Quadrant fomuvtion, — ^The Madison limestone is overlain by the 
Quadrant formation. The lower two-thirds of this formation consists 
principally of red, bluish, and greenish calcareous or dolomitic shale 
with irregular bands of limestone. This shale rests upon the Madison 
limestone, and the change in lithology is so abrupt, from the Madison 
beds, laid down in a deep quiet sea, to the Quadrant beds, laid down 
in shallow water, that an unconformity is suggested, but no strati- 
graphic evidence regarding it has been obtained. The upper part of 
the Quadrant consists mainly of bluish compact massive or thin- 
bedded limestone. The formation received its name from Quadrant 
Mountain, in the Yellowstone Park, where it is well developed. 

The thickness of the Quadrant formation, according to Weed, 
ranges from 230 feet on Sixteenmile Creek, in the southwestern part 
of the Little Belt Mountains quadrangle, to 1,400 feet on Judith 
River, in the northeastern part of the quadrangle. Calvert * foxmd 
it ranging in thickness from 425 feet to about 750 feet in the Lewis- 
town coal field, and Fisher ^ noted its absence from the section at a 
few localities in the southern part of the Great Falls field, where, 
according to his statement, the Ellis formation lies unconformably 
upon the Madison limestone. At one locality in the Great Falls 

1 Weed» W. H., U. 8. Oeol. Survey Geol. Atlas, Little Bolt Hountains folio (No. 56), 1899. 

> Fisher, 0. A., Geology of the Great Falls coal field, Mont.: U. 8. Geol. Survey Bull. 356, 1909. 

» Oftlvcrt, W. R., Geology of the Lewistown coal field, Mont.: U. 8. Geol. Survey BuU. 390, 1900. 

< Idem, pp. 16-17. 

» Fisher, C. A., op. cit., p. 25. 
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field (in sec. 34, T. 17 N., R. 3 E.)- W. R. Calvert and the writer found 
about 190 feet of the Quadrant formation exposed. At this place a 
section was measured through the Quadrant formation, and fossils 
were found near the top and in the overlying Ellis formation. The 
fossils from bed 1 of the section (see below) were determined by T. W. 
Stanton to be Ostrea strigUecvla White and Camptonectes sp., both 
Jurassic forms, whereas those from bed 3 of the section were found 
by George H. Girty to contain a single species which he determined 
to be Mydlina arJcansana and which he assigns to the Quadrant. The 
Quadrant-EUis contact therefore must be concealed in bed 2 of the 
section, so that the thickness of the Quadrant formation at this place 
can not be more than 196 feet and may be 25 or 30 feet less. 

Section of QttadturU formation on Smith Rivery in sec. 34f T, 17 -AT., R. S E. 

1. Limestone, maasive, irregular bedded (Ellifl). ^^t. 

2. Covered (Quadrant-EUis contact) 36 

3. Limestone, thin bedded, and shale, with few fossils 15 

4. Limestone, bedded and massive, argillaceous, with irregular layers 

of chert 11 

5. Shale, greenish, and thin beds of limestone 103 

6. Sandstone, white, saccharoidal 4 

7. Partly covered; red shale where exposed elsewhere 27 

196 

The quadrant formation is variable not only in thickness but abo 
in character. Generally the lower half is moire shaly than the upper 
half, but red, blue, and green shales and clays occur at many levels 
and are replaced laterally by limestone beds. 

No especial study was made of the Quadrant in the Hound Creek 
district, so that but few fossils were collected. Those obtained from 
the upper part of the formation are listed below as determined by 
George H. Girty. 

Productus semireticulatus. 



Schizophoria? sp. 
Derbya kaskaskiensis. 
Myalina arkansana. 



Productus pileifonnis. . 

Productus sp. 



Mr. Girty states that the above forms "would not of themselves 
afford very satisfactory evidence for exact age determinations, but 
they seem to agree with more extensive collections frpm the same 
formation made by W. R. Calvert and me, which show that the 
fauna is very closely related to that of the interval of the Moorefield, 
BatesviUe, and FayetteviUe formations of the Arkansas section, 
which have generally been regarded as upper Mississippian.'' He 
says, however, that there is a possibility that the rocks may prove 
to be of early Pennsylvanian (Pottsvillo) age. In areas to the south 
and southwest the Quadrant formation has yielded Pennsylvanian 
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« 

fossils. In the absence of conclusive fossil evidence, the beds belong- 
ing to the Quadrant formation in this area are doubtfully assigned 
to the Pennsylvanian series. 

JXJBASSIC SYSTEM. 

EUh formation. — Resting unconformably upon the Quadrant is the 
Ellis formation, made up of compact impure limestone and dull- 
colored sandstone. It has been described by Weed/ Fisher,* and 
Calvert.' 

The formation crops out in a narrow zone over a large part of the 
east side of the district and along the slopes bordering many of the 
streams, where the resistant beds of the formation have formed 
escarpments in many places. The Ellis, wherever observed in this 
area, lies imconf ormably on the Quadrant formation. 

The Ellis formation is almost as variable in thickness and litholo^v 
as the Quadrant. Wh^re the full section is present the lowest part 
usuaUy consists of compact limestone from 15 to 25 feet thick^ and in 
places is separated from the upper part by a bed of calcareous shale. 
The upper member is usually a sandstone from 50 to 75 feet thick 
which is compact and locally conglomeratic in the lower part, but 
thin-bedded or even shaly toward the top. 

The fossils collected from this formation, a list of which follows, 
have been determined by T. W Stanton to belong to the Ellis forma- 
tion (Jurassic). 



Astartesp. 
Camptonectee &p. 
Cj-piiaa? sp. 
Genillia?sp. 
MytiluBBp. 



Ostiea strigUecula White. 
Rhynchonella gnathophoia Meek? 
Trigonia sp. 
Undetennined small pelecypods. 



CRBTACEOUS (?) SYSTEM. 



Morriion {f) formation. — ^The strata here tentatively assigned to 
the Morrison formation (named by Eldridge * from the town of Mor- 
lison, near Denver, Colo.), consist of alternating beds of shale, sand- 
stone, and argillaceous limestone. They rest conformably on the 
miderlying Ellis formation and are overlain with apparent conformity 
by the Kootenai, though the line of contact between the two forma- 
tions is not well defined, and the similarity of their beds, both in color 
and in hthology, makes it difficult to define the limits. In the Hound 

> W««l. W. H.,aDd PL'SSiaii, L. V., G€oIv>$y and mtn^ol rKs.^ur^'rs of t>« Judith IfounUlns of Mantsui: 
U. 8. G«*. Survey £i^hi««nth Ann. Rert, pt. 1^. r?. 4:f--{s>, l>iK W««d. W. H., V. S. GtoL Sotv^t 
<3«oL Alias, U:tk Belt IfoucUins foli» ^No. «V , !>:?». 

« Fisher. C. A., op. cil . pp. 2T-2S* 

» Caiv-rt. W. R., op. cit. . pi*. lJ»-22. 

* EmxnoQs, S. F.. l>oss, Wtitniin. and E;djid<;v. G. H., Geolo^ of iJse IVnvw Pasin in Colorado: T S 
Gtol. Sorv«y Hon. 27. p. ». Ik*. 
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Oeek district few good exposures of the Morrison ( ?) formation occur. 
The following section was measured in this district: 

Section of Morrison (?) formation in the NE. } sec. S4, T. 16 N., R. $ E. 

Kootenai formation. Feet. 

Sandstone, hard, drab, shaly - 12 

Clay, soft, green; contains some sandstone concretions 17 

Sandstone, hard, brown to pink, calcareous 6 

Shale, soft, pink to red, alternating with bands of sandy and calcare- 
ous shale from 2 inches to 24 inches thick 115 

Ellis formation. 

150 

Fisher * mapped the beds overiying the Ellis formation as Morri- 
son because of their similarity to that formation in Colorado and 
Wyoming and also because they contain vertebrate fossils. This 
was the first recognition of the Morrison in Montana, although 
Weed and Pirsson,' in speaking of the beds above the Ellis formation 
say that " it is possible they may be equivalent to the Upper Jurassic • 
(^lorrison formation) recognized in Colorado." Vertebrate fossils 
found in them by Fisher were provisionally identified by C. W. Gil- 
more as being of Jurassic age. Calvert * has also mapped the Mor- 
rison in the Lewistown coal field; and the meager fossil evidence 
obtained in that field seems to point toward the Jurassic age of the 
beds, but imtil more evidence is at hand the age of the Morrison can 
not be known with certainty. Although search was made at every 
opportunity, no fossils were obtained during the present work, and 
so this paper can add nothing toward the solution of the problem. 

CRETACEOUS SYSTEM. 
LOWS& CBSTACEOUS SEBIEB. 

KooUnai formation. — The term Kootenai, derived from the name 
of a tribe of Indians in the Canadian Rockies, was proposed by Daw- 
son ' in 1885 for beds that occur in that part of Canada, consisting of 
sandstone interbedded with shale and shaly sandstone, in which 
there are in places layers of conglomerate and a zone of coal beds. 

Two years later Newberry • correlated the coal-bearing beds of the 
Great Falls region with Dawson's Kootenai formation of the Canadian 
Rockies. The question of the age of the Kootenai and the application 
of the term in the Great Falls and Lewistown coal fields is fully dis- 
cussed in the bulletins by Fisher and Calvert, already cited. 

1 Fiaber, C. A., op. cJt., pp. 28-30. 

« Weed, W. H., and Piisson, L. V., op. oIL, p. 480. 

s The MoiTlaon formation is now classed by the United States Geological Survey as Cretaceous (?). 

« Calyert, W. R., op. dt., pp. 22-34. 

» Dawson, O. M., Roy. Soc. Canada Trans., yol. 3, sec 4, p. 2, 1885. 

• Newberry, J. 8., School of Mines Quart., vol. 8, No. 4, p. 327, 1887. 

50096°— Bull. 64lH— 16 2 
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The Kootenai of this area overlies the Morrison ( ?) formation with 
apparent conformity, and the beds of the two are lithologically similar. 
There is, however,, a predominance of red shale in the Kootenai and 
fewer beds of limestone than in the underlying formation. Measure- 
ment of the thickness of the Kootenai was rendered impracticable by 
the fact that the full section is not exposed in any one locality in the 
area. It is believed, however, that there is little variation in thick- 
ness from about 500 feet as measured by Fisher in the Great Falls field. 

The formation is composed of red, blue, and gray shales and clays 
alternating with beds of sandstone and in the lower portion with thin 
beds of impure limestone. A coal bed is also present locally. The most 
prominent of the sandstone beds occurs about 60 feet above the base 
of the formation and is about 20 feet thick. This is the thickest bed 
of sandstone in the formation, and to its hardness is due much of the 
bench land as well as many of the loose rock slabs scattered over the 
surface. The coal bed, wherever present, occurs either immediately 
below or within 6 or 8 feet of the base of this sandstone. The beds 
below the coal zone consist of' about 60 feet of alternating red and blue 
shales and thin beds of sandstone and impure limestone. The beds 
above the massive sandstone overlying the coal zone are composed 
of red, blue, and gray shales and clays alternating with gray sandstone. 
The red color predominates in the upper part of the formation and 
continues up to the base of the overlying Colorado shale. No dis- 
cordance of dips at the top of the Kootenai was observed. The Koo- 
tenai occupies a broad bench in the north-central part of the district 
and borders Hoimd Creek on the west, extending to the southwestern 
part of the area. It is also present in isolated areas in the eastern part 
of the district. In the mountains bordering the district on the south- 
west the Kootenai formation is present, but it is complexly faulted 
and occupies only a small portion of the surface. 

With the exception of one small collection of ferns which were too 
fragile to bear transportation and which were obtained from a carbon- 
aceous shaJe near the coal, no fossils were found in the Kootenai of 
this district, but in the Great Falls field an abundant flora of Lower 
Cretaceous age was found by Newberry,^ who used the fossil plants 
in correlating the Kootenai of this field with that of the Canadian area, 
and also by Fisher.' In the Lewistown field, farther east, Calvert' 
observed that fossils in the Kootenai are not abundant, and the same 
thing is true of the area under discussion. 

UPPER CBBTACEOXTB SERIES. 

Colorado shale. — The Colorado shaJe, the highest formation present 
in the Hoimd Creek district, overUes the Kootenai formation and is 



» Newberry, J. 8., op. clt,, p. 327. 
> Fisher, C. A., op. clt., pp. 33-35. 
» Calvert, W. R., op. clt., pp. 2&-29. 
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300 or 400 feet thick. It is composed of alternating beds of dark 
clay and shaJe with interbedded pale-yellow shaly sandstone. The 
base of the Colorado is marked by a heavy sandstone from 15 to 30 
feet thick that is distinguishable from the sandstone of the Kootenai 
formation by its pale-yeDowish color and finer texture; in fact, this 
color is fairly constant for aU the sandstones of the Colorado in the 
region. The Colorado shale probably represents part of the beds 
originally described by Meek and Hayden as the Fort Benton shale. 
That term was derived from the name of a town on Missouri River 
about 40 miles below Great Falls, but the stratigraphic limits of the 
formation (now called Benton shale) are based largely on a section 
along Missouri River in northern Nebraska, where the Benton shale 
rests upon the Dakota sandstone and is overlain by theNiobrara lime- 
stone. The Niobrara is not separable in this region, and conse- 
quently the group term Colorado is used, Benton not being appro- 
priate. 

The exposures of the Colorado shale in this district are so poor that 
fossils were obtained at but one locality, in the bed of West Hound 
Creek, in the NW. i sec. 11, T. 15 N., R. 1 E. These fossils as deter- 
mined by T. W. Stanton are Anchura sp., Inoceramus laJnaius Schlo- 
theim, and Lingula sp., all referred by him to the Benton. 

QUATERNARY SYSTEM. 

No attempt was made in the Hound Creek district to map Quater- 
nary deposits, for they are confined entirely to narrow beds of gravel 
along the streams and to very small alluvial deposits. 

IGNEOTJS BOCKS. 

There are no crystalline rocks in the Hound Creek area except 
along the west and southwest sides. The high ridges bordering the 
area for nearly its entire length along the west side are hills of igneous 
rocks. Radiating from this igneous mass are numerous dikes and 
sills, most of which are small and composed of basic rocks. Little 
time was given to the study of these rocks, however, for they lie 
mostly outside of the area occupied by the coal-bearing formation. 

The Colorado shale, through which the dikes cut, is not extensively 
altered. Alteration is confined usually to a few inches on each side 
of the dikes and is noticeable along a zone a few feet thick in contact 
with some of the igneous masses. 

Specimens were collected from a few of the dikes and sills, and 
examined by E. S. Larsen, who describes them below. 

Specimen 5, trdchydolerite. — From a dike cutting the Colorado shale 
in sec. 31, T. 15 N., R. 1 E. The dike is about 2^ feet thick and is 
traceable for about half a mile. 
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In the hand specimen this rock is dense and dark green. The numerous dark- 
green augite crystals, some of which are a centimeter in length, break out cleanly 
from the matrix. Small lenses of white fibrous natrolite occur. Analdte is present 
in rounded grains. The groundmass is finely crystalline and shows numerous cleavage 
faces of feldspar. The thin section reveals rather abundant phenocrysts of augite, 
feldspar, and analcite in a holocrystalline groundmass. This groundmass consists of 
feldspar laths, biotite, augite, and altered olivine. Accessory apatite and iron ore 
and secondary natrolite, calcite, and chlorite are present. The feldspar phenocryats 
are labradorite and bytownite, and nearly all of ^em have a rather broad border of 
orthoclase; those of the groundmass are mainly orthoclase, though they likewise have 
a core of labradorite. The plagioclase core of the feldspar is always much altered, 
but the border is fresh. The analcite is probably primary and occurs as poorly de- 
veloped crystals, many of which are pierced by orthoclase laths . The olivine is altered 
to a green pleochroic mineral with the optical properties of iddingsite. The rock is of 
rather basic character and is rich in the femic minerals and the alkalies. It belongs 
to the trachydolerites of Boeenbusch. 

Specimen S. — ^From a dike about 5 feet wide in the bed of West 
Hound Creek, in sec. 11, T. 15 N., R. 1 E. 

This specimen is a dense dark-green rock with abundant large euhedral crystals of 
pyroxene and some small crystals of feldspar in an aphanitic groundmass. Micro- 
scopic examination shows that the rock is porphyritic and contains numerous laige 
crystals of pyroxene, now replaced by calcite and chlorite, and about an equal amount 
of labradorite in a fine-textured altered groundmass, which consists of minute feldspar 
laths with nearly parallel extinction, abundant grains of iron ore, and secondary 
calcite, chlorite, etc. The groundmass probably consisted originally in the main of 
alkali feldspar, augite, iron ore, and glass. The rock is very similar to that repre- 
sented by specimen No. 5, although it is finer textured and more altered. It should 
probably also be called a trachydolerite. 

Specimen 4} soda syenite porphyry. — ^From the largest dike in the 
Hoimd Creek area. The dike occurs in sec. 2, T. 15 N., R. 1 E., and 
is about 60 feet thick. It f onns a prominent ridge wall about three- 
fourths of a mile long and from 20 to 60 feet high. 

This is a dense, rather light gray rock, which has scattered phenocrysts of hornblende 
and feldspar in a very fine textured groundmass. The thin section shows a few pheno- 
crysts of oligoclase-albite and still fewer of a greenish amphibole in a groundmaaa 
which consists laigely of stout prisms of albite and oligoclase with some orthoclase 
and pyroxene and a very little interstitial quartz . Apatite and iron occur as accessory 
minerals. The amphibole has an extinction angle (approximately Z A c) on the cleavage 
face of 18^ and a maximum index of refraction of about 1.70. It is probably an alkali 
variety . The pyroxene occurs in small grains. 1 1 is pale green and faintly pleochroic . 
The extinction angle could be measured only approximately,. but the measurement 
gave as a maximum value ZA c=28°. The texture of the groundmass might be called 
coarsely trachytic. The rock is fairly fresh, though the feldspars are dusted with 
alteration products and large parts of the femic minerals are changed to a brown 
chloritic material. The texture is rather coarsely porphyritic and the rock is a soda 
syenite porphyry. 

Specimen 6, syenite. — From a sill a few feet thick that crops out in 
the east bank of Hound Creek in sec. 19, T. 14 N., R. 1 E.: 

This specimen is a rather light green fine even-grained rock. It consists largely of 
orthoclase, but there is considerable altered augite and biotite, some plagioclase, and 
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a little quartz. Long needles of apatite are prominent; titanite and iron ore are 
8x>armgly present; secondary calcite, chlorite, and uralite are* rather abundant. The 
plagioclase occurs 86 the core of the orthoclase crystals. The orthoclase is probably a 
variety rich in soda, as it has a maximum index of refraction of about 1.53. The 
texture is hypidiomorphic granular and the composition is that of a syenite. 

STBXJCTT7BE. 
MAJOB FEATURES. 

The availability and extent of coal in any field are directly related 
to the structure. Since the period when the coal-bearing beds were 
deposited in this region there has been, first, the deposition of several 
hundred feet of Upper Cretaceous strata, then an epoch of mountain 
building Vhich resulted in the uplift of the Little Belt and Big Belt 
mountains and elevated the area above the sea. During or after 
this epoch intrusions of igneous rocks occurred, and possibly at the 
same time the faulting and folding of the Hound Creek district was 
begun. Then followed the degradation of the land to the present 
surface. All these factors have contributed to produce the present 
structure of the rocks. 

The area considered in this report lies between the north ends of 
the Big Belt and Little Belt mountains and extends from the flanks 
of the latter range on the east to the base of the former on the west. 
The strata lie in a low monocline dipping away from the mountains 
toward the northwest. This monocline is broken in many places by 
faults and folds, and though the. beds dip locally in almost any direc* 
tion, the average dip is about 4° or 5° NW., but as the plains country 
is approached the dips flatten. 

The Little Belt Mountains constitute a broad, flat-topped anticline 
of sedimentary rocks cut up into smaller ridges by subsequent ero- 
sion. The steeply dipping sides of this anticline form the slopes of 
the mountain range, and the more gently dipping beds extending out 
from it toward the west are the bench lands of the Hoimd Creek dis- 
trict. There are few faults and local folds associated with the Little 
Belt Moimtains anticline. 

From the complexity of the structure along the northeast border 
of the Big Belt Mountains^where faults are very nimierous and where 
igneous rocks have in many places been thrust up through Paleo- 
zoic beds, the formation of these mountains was apparently accom- 
panied by more complex disturbances than in the Little Belt 
Mountains. The beds of the Hound Creek area, though more 
faulted, also dip away from the Big Belt Moimtains. The mmaber and 
magnitude of faults increase toward the mountains, which suggests 
that the faults are directly related to the disturbances connected 
with moimtain building. 
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FOLDS. 

In the Hound Creek district there are several small folds of the 
strata which are parallel to one another and to the faults of the field, 
and jw^hich strike northwest. Perhaps the most prominent anti- 
cline is in the extreme southwestern part of the district. Here th» 
folding was so sharp that a thrust fault resulted, in which the beds 
on each side dip away from the faidt zone. Although the fault line 
was not actually observed, it is known to be present because the 
Kootenai formation and the Colorado shale are almost in contact with 
the Quadrant formation. In the valley of Elk Creek, in sec. 34,. 
T. 14 N., R. 1 E., the anticline is less sharp and seems to pitch and 
die out, but from this place eastward the beds are covered, so that 
it was impossible to decipher the structure in detail. North of the 
fault above referred to and forming a rather broad valley is a syn- 
cline, the axis of which enters this district in the SE. J NE. J sec. 
25, T. 14 N., R. 1 E., and extends westward through sees. 25 and 26,. 
where it bends toward the northwest and trends in a nearly direct 
line to the botmdary of the district near the SW. J sec. 6, T. 14 N., 
R. 1 E. At the east side of the district this syncUne is very narrow" 
and pitches westward. It becomes broader toward the west imtil 
it is about 4 miles across at the west side of the field. The greater 
part of the surface rock included in this syncline is the Colorado shale^ 
which is bordered on either side by the Kootenai. The beds dip 
irregularly toward the axis of the syncUne at angles varying from 
a very slight amoimt to 50° or 60°. 

At the east edge of the district, in the NE. J sec. 34, T. 16 N., R, 
3 E., an anticline is exposed where it crosses a north-south ridge. 
The fold coidd not be traced beyond the ridge, but rather strong 
local dips toward the north were observed in the NW. i sec. 34, and 
the beds to the south, in sec. 5, T. 15 N., R. 3 E., dip 15°-35° S., so 
that the broad valley of Clark Creek in sees. 28, 29, 32, and 33 is 
believed to be in part at least an anticlinal valley. 

In sees. 11 and 12, T. 16 N., R. 1 E., there is an anticline which 
seems to replace a fault from the southeast. This anticline is 
observable for less than a mije in a northwesterly direction. It 
brings the Kootenai formation to the surface in an outcrop which is 
entbely surrounded by the Colorado shale in such a way that an 
elongated dome is suggested. The exposures are so incomplete that 
the structure could not be determined with certainty. 

A syncline on the south side of the fault in T. 16 N., R. 2 E., 
extends from the SE. { sec. 35 to Hound Creek in sec. 27. It pitches 
northwestward parallel to the fault and not more than a mile distant. 
The dips on the two sides of the syncline range from nearly horizontal 
to 20° or 30.° 
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FAULTS. 

The Hound Creek district is much faulted, particularly in the 
southwestern part. The principal faults are of the overthrust type, 
normal faults being confined principally to those of lesser throw. 
Faulting has brought the hard rocks of the Quadrant and EUis forma- 
tions to the surface in places, and from their greater resistance to 
weathering escarpments have been formed. 

Carter raru^h fault. — ^A fault enters T. 16 N., R. 2 E., in sec. 36 and 
leaves it in sec. 7. It crosses Hound Creek near Carter ranch, in 
sec. 21, and for this reason is termed the Carter ranch fault. The 
fault curves to the west and dies out near the township line, on the 
west side of sec. 7. This fault displaces the beds about 700 feet at 
the place of its maximimi throw, in sees. 26 and 27, where the Quad- 
rant is brought up against the Kootenai along the south side of the 
fault line. Partly on account of the westerly dip and partly because 
of the difference in amount of throw, which has produced a stronger 
westerly dip on the south side, the fault has offset the Kootenai- 
Colorado contact £^J)out 3 miles. On the north side of the fault this 
contact is in the valley wall on the west side of Hound Creek in sec. 
21, T. 16 N., R. 2 E., but on the south side it is in sec. 12, T. 16 N., 
R. 1 E., over 4 miles farther west. The strata dip in general away 
from the fault at angles of 70° to 90° on the upthrown side but less 
steeply on the downthrown side. This fault, like the other great 
faults farther southwest, is probably of the thrust type, although the 
evidence along the fault plane is not conclusive. However, as it is 
parallel to others which are known to be thrusts, and as it also seems 
to have resulted from a broken fold, it is believed to be a thrust 
fault. 

Green ranch faults. — ^Two faults cross East Fork of Hound Creek 
just above the Green ranch. They are best exposed in the valley 
walls, where they are about a quarter of a mile apart, but they 
converge on the hill about half a mile northwest of Hoimd Creek. 
They continue roughly parallel in a southeasterly direction. The 
northern one dies out in Crooked Creek valley near the west side 
of sec. 12, T. 14 N., R. 1 E., and the other extends to the southeast 
border of the district in sec. 19, T. 14 N., R. 2 E. Although the 
fault line is not exposed farther northwest than the top of the hill 
near the township line, the fault continues in this direction as much 
as 2 miles and forms the escarpment south of Adel. These are thrust 
faults, in which the fault plane dips southwest, toward the upthrow. 
In the hillside on the north bank of Hound Creek limestone of the 
Quadrant formation is thrust up over sandstone of the Colorado. 
The succession of beds as exposed here is Kootenai and Colorado 
below (downstream from the east fault) ; Quadrant, Ellis, Morrison( ?), 
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and Kootenai between the two faults; and Quadrant, Ellis,Morrison(?), 
Kootenai, and Colorado west of the upper fault. Between the two 
faults Quadrant, Ellis, Morrison (?), and Kootenai occur in narrow 
zones and dip southwest at an angle of about 40**. The maxunum 
displacement of beds by these faults occurs in sec. 3, T. 14 N., R. 1 E., 
and is probably about 1 ,000 feet. The offset of the Kootenai-Colorado 
contact is nearly 4 miles from sec. 3, T. 14 N., R. 1 E., to sec. 30, 
T. 15 N., R. 1 E. The dips on both sides of these faults are southwest 
and range from 5** or Q"" to 40'' or 50°. 

Crooked Creek favU, — ^The Crooked Creek fault is best developed 
in sec. 24, T. 1 4 N., R. 1 E. It enters the Hound Creek area at the east 
side of the section on Crooked Creek, strikes in a northwesteriy direc- 
tion, and dies out gradually within about 2 miles. It is apparently 
a thrust fault, as the Quadrant-EUis contact on its south side is brought 
up against the Kootenai- The maximum throw is about 400 feet, and 
the base of the Kootenai formation is offset about 2 miles. 

FauUs near EUc Creek. — Fault near the Northern Pacific coal 
prospect, in sec. 15, strikes in a northwesterly direction. For about 
half a mile on each side of Elk Creek this fault ia very prominent, but 
beyond this stretch it can not be made out. The heds on the north 
side of the break dip at a low angle southward into the fault; those 
on the south side dip 40^-74° S. The fault plane dips at a high angle 
to the south. The fault is normal and has a downthrow of about 150 
feet to the south, which brings the base of the Morrison (?) against 
the Quadrant. 

Near the head of Elk Creek, in sees. 3 and 4, T. 13 N., R. 1 E., are 
two parallel faults about a quarter of a mile apart. These are both 
thrust faults which strike in an easterly direction and-dip about 60° S, 
The fault planes are parallel to the bedding planes and the throw on 
both planes has brought the Quadrant against the Kootenai. Thesd 
faults extend about half a mile on each side of Elk Creek, being 
terminated by an igneous mass on the east and merging into more 
complex faults on the west. 

ECONOMIC GBOIiOGY. 

BESOintCES. 

Coal is present locally in the area tmder discussion, and there is an 
abundance of sandstone in the Ellis, Kootenai, and Colorado forma- 
tions and of limestone in the Quadrant and Madison formations, which 
might be used for building. It is probable that calcareous shale, 
with the proper proportions of lime and clay to make Portland cement, 
could be found in the Quadrant. No metalUc minerals are known to 
occur in the Hound Creek district. 
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THE COAL. 
OCCURRENCE. 

Coal occurs locally in this district in a zone about 60 feet above the 
base of the Kootenai formation in dose association with a thick bed 
of sandstone. The work of the United States Geological Survey in the 
Great Falls coal field in 1906 and in the Lewistown field in 1907 has 
shown that coal does not occur regularly throughout the region, the 
coal zone being in places either occupied by a very thin seam embed- 
ded in carbonaceous shale or entirely replaced by shale. This irregu- 
larity was found also in the Hoimd Creek district. 

Just north of the Hound Creek district, on both sides of Hound 
Creek, in T. 17 N., R. 2 E., and along McMullin Creek, m T. 17 N., 
R. 3 E., there is a coal bed averaging about 4 feet in thickness, and 
two mines are in operation in sec. 24, T. 17 N., R. 2 E., where about 
2,000 tons is taken out annually for local consmnption. These 
mines are. described by Fisher* under the heading "Smith River 
mines." It is believed that the coal pinches out within a short 
distance south of these mines, for in a prospect along McMullin 
Creek, in the SW. i sec. 31, T. 17 N., R. 3 E., the coal changes from a 
bed 3 feet thick at the entrance of the prospect to a thin film in the 
face of the entry, and in the NW. i sec. 6, T. 16 N., R. 3 E., the 
sandstone immediately above the coal zone shows prominent cross- 
bedding, giving evidence of shore conditions and strong currents. 
Only carbonaceous shale could be foimd at the coal horizon along 
the west side of Hoimd Creek in T. 15 N., R. 2 E., and in the southern 
part of T. 16 N., R. 2 E. The only coal observed more than 6 or 8 
inches in thickness occurs in two prospects on Elk Creek. 

In the area along Elk Cre^ the Northern Pacific Railway Co. 
prospected for coal in 1905, but most of the openings have since 
caved. That this company found no coal which it considered of 
economic value is indicated by the fact that the land was offered 
for sale as agricultural land. There are two prospects which were open 
at the time the field examination was made, however, one in sec. 15, 
T. 14 N., R. 1 E., and the other m sec. 3, T. 13 N., R. 1 E. The one 
in sec. 15 was open 40 feet down a dip of 47° S. The following section 
was measured here: 

Section of coal bed in sec. ij, T, U N., R, 1 E, 

Ft. In. 

Shale 2 4 

Coal, fair quality 1 9 

Shale, carbonaceous 2 8 

Coal, very impure 6 10 

Shale, carbonaceous. 

13 7 

1 Fisher, C. A., op. cit., pp. 66-97. 
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East of this prospect the coal bed approaches a fault and mcreases 
in dip until an angle of 74® is reached. Then for a short distance the 
coal bed is cut out, but it reappears and the heavy sandstone above 
it is traceable around the synclinal trough in sec. 25. 

Near the head of Elk Creek, in sec. 3, T. 13 N., R. 1 E., there are 
two prospects, one on each side of the stream. The one on the west 
side was full of water at the time of visit and so could not be entered, 
but the one on the east side was open for a distance of about 60 feet, 
and the coal was found to be 7 feet 6 inches thick with roof and floor 
not exposed. The coal is much crushed, however, and dips 61° S. 
The coal undoubtedly terminates on the east at the igneous mass 
in sec. 2. West of the prospect the structure is very complex and 
the rocks are largely covered to the foot of a mesa of igneous rock. 
Whether the coal is present south and west of this place the writer 
was not able to learn, but the heavy sandstone that comes near the 
coal horizon was observed at two or three places high in the hills. 

CHABAOTEB. 

No samples for analysis were taken in the Hoimd Creek district, 
because only weathered coal could be obtained. However, a sample 
was taken by the writer from the Gibson mine, on Hound Creek, 
just north of the area, and according to the Pishel mortar test* 
some of it possesses coking properties but other pieces do not. 

The mortar test was worked out by Pishel while engaged in the 
study of the physical properties of coal in the United States Geolog- 
ical Survey. He found that coals known to possess coking qualities 
adhered to the sides of the mortar and to the pestle on being pulver- 
ized, whereas noncoking coals adhered* very sUghtly or not at all. 
Sufficient experiments have not yet been made to prove that this test 
is absolutely reUable, yet it is probably more certain than the ordinary 
field method of testing in a pit. 

Fisher ^ states that ** Certain benches of the coal of the Great Falb 
field possess coking properties. Formerly a number of coke ovens 
were operated by the Anaconda Copper Mining Co. at Belt. The 
separation of coking from noncoking coal, however, was too expen- 
sive to render the work profitable, and they were abandoned." 

As the sample above referred to was obtained in the ordinary man- 
ner, by making a cut entirely across the bed, the fact that some pieces 
of this sample show coking properties and other pieces do not would 
indicate that the coal bed here, as in the Belt district, contains benches 
which might be coked. Samples collected by Fisher ' in 1906 from 

1 Pishel, M. A., A practical test for coking coals: Eoon. Geology, yoL 3, No. 4, pp. 265-275, June^ulyi 1908. 

* Fisher, C. A., op. clt., pp. 80-81. 

* Idem, p. SO. 
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mines near the mouth of Hound Creek show the coal to average about 
10,500 British thermal units, and from the analysis and physical 
properties he states that the coal is medium-grade bituminous. 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT. 

It is highly improbable that the Hound Creek district will ever be 
an important coal-mining center because the coal probably does not 
occur in suflBcient quantity and is top impure to justify the establish- 
ment of a plant to mine coal for shipment, even if transportation 
facilities were available. At present the nearest railroad is the 
Helena-Great Falls branch of the Great Northern Railway, which is 
about 20 miles to the northwest. The known amount of coal will 
certainly not warrant the extension of the Great Northern Railway 
into the Hound Creek district on that account alone, and the other 
resources of the district are too meager to bring about in the near 
future a betterment of transportation f acihties. Development of the 
coal, therefore, will probably be dependent on purely local demand. 

O 
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ANnCUNES IN CENTRAL WYOMING. 



By C. J. Hares. 



INTRODUCTION. 



The area herein designated central Wyoming, as shown in figure 16, 
covers nearly 5,000 square miles in Natrona and Fremont counties 
west of Casper and southeast of Lander, and includes no proved oil 




Figure 16.— Index map showing position of area designated central Wyoming. 

fields. This area was investigated primarily to ascertain the pos- 
sibilities of oil, and as a result it was found that the Carboniferous 
and Cretaceous formations which produce oil in other Rocky Mountain 
fields are well developed in central Wyoming and in places the oil seeps 
from them, but that in only a few places are these formations covered 
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by impenrious shale and within reach of the drill in folds favorable 
for the accumulation of oil and gas. The favorable folds are the Pine 
dome, the Oil Moimtain anticline, the anticlines between Poison 
Spider and South Casper creeks, and the Emigrant Gap, Iron Creek, 
North Casper Creek, and Bates Hole anticlines, but even these most 
favorable folds may be barren of oil. The Cretaceous oil sands are 
below the surface in the Big Sand Draw anticline, in the anticline 
southwest of Powder River, and in the dome ( ?) on Wallace Creek, 
but each one has some disqualifying features. The oil-bearing for- 
mation may be too far below the surface to be easily reached by the 
drill, or the anticline may be incomplete — that is, the axis may pitch 
in one direction only, allowing any possible oil that the sand may have 
originally contained to migrate upward along the strata to the surface 
and to escape, either during the period of erosion prior to the deposi- 
tion of the flat-lying variegated Tertiary beds that rest on the trun- 
eated edges of the folded Cretaceous and Carboniferous formations or 
during the present erosion period. 

The area is in the Wyoming lowlands of the Rocky Mountain divi- 
sion of the United States, and is one of varied character, as it includes 
mountains, high escarpments, plateaus, badlands, and some large 
streams, but even though the area Ues across the backbone of the 
Rocky Mountains and extends nearly to the Continental Divide, it is 
devoid of lofty snow-capped peaks. It is a natural pass over the 
mountains where the altitudes range from a little over 5,000 to 8,210 
feet. This pass was chosen by the pioneers journeying overland to 
California and other parts of the far West. The Laramie Mountains 
border it on the southeast, the foothills of the Bighorn Mountains ex- 
tend into the northeast part, and the Ferris, Pedro, Freezeout, and 
Seminoe mountains lie to the south. Sheep Mountain, on the western 
edge of the field, forms a part of the foothills of the Wind River Moun- 
tains. Crooks Moimtain and Green Mountain are situated along the 
southern border and the Granite Mountains, in the middle-southern 
part of the area, are bare rugged granitic masses rising to an altitude 
of 8,040 feet in Hayden Peak, about 2,000 feet above the Sweetwater 
Valley. Sweetwater River tmites with the North Platte in the Path- 
finder reservoir, and the North Platte crosses the extreme southeastern 
part of the area and flows eastward into the Missouri. Twin Creek, 
which drains the northwest comer, flows into Little Popo Agie River, 
a tributary of Wind River. Beaver, Conant, Deer, and Muskrat 
creeks flow northward into Wind River and eventually into the Mis- 
souri by way of Bighorn and Yellowstone rivers. Wallace Creek, an 
upper tributary of Powder River, flows northeastward and eventually 
into the Yellowstone. The Rattlesnake Mountains, which rise 8,210 
feet above sea level in the middle of the area, with the Sweetwater 
escarpment, form a part of the divides between these river systems. 
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The area may be reached from the east by the Chicago & North- 
ipvestem and Chicago^ Burlington & Quincy railways, which cross the 
northern part of the area, or from the south by journeying 50 miles 
overland from Rawlins or other stations on the Union Pacific Bail- 
road. The country is so sparsely settled and the land is so rough 
that many of the wagon roads are mere trails and usually follow of 
necessity the easiest route between towns or between some ranch 
and the nearest town on a railroad. Intricate badlands and other 
uneven features make travel difficult and haulage slow and unfit 
the land for agriculture. 

Prospectors have been attracted by the indications of oil about 
the anticlines, but the rough land, the scarcity of permanent streams, 
and the remote location of good springs and fuel have controlled 
the location of drilled wells to the extent of preventing the prospect- 
ing of some of the more favorable parts of the anticlines for oil or 
gas. In addition to high freight rates there are excessive charges 
for teaming overland to the weUs, most of which are from 10 to 30 
miles from a railroad. 

The subbituminous coal beds west of the Pine and Oil mountains, 
east of the Rattlesnake Moimtains, north of the Button anticline, 
east of Alkali Butte, and on Big Sand Draw are available for fuel 
in these localities, but in the eastern part of the area coal beds are ' 
absent and other sources of fuel must be found. In the northeast 
comer of the area oil is available from the Salt Creek field by a 
day's haul, and in the eastern part by a similar haul from Casper. 
Timber is scarce, and most of the trees are scrub pine and cotton- 
wood. The better timber is restricted to the higher mountains. 

Prospecting for oil and gas in central Wyoming; because of the 
surface conditions outlined above, is expensive. 

The geologic work upon which this report is based was begun in 
July, 1913, and completed in the autumn of 1914. 
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WATER SUPPLY. 

Sweetwater River xmites with the North Platte in the great Path- 
finder reservoir, which stores water during the flood seasons for 
irrigation in eastern Wyoming and western Nebraska. These rivers 
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and most of the creeks near their sources contain running water 
throughout the year, but the smaller creeks flow only early in 
the spring or after heavy showers. Even Powder River during the 
summer goes dry along most of its course, and though Beaver Creek 
supports trout above Hailey it runs dry farther down. As the 
precipitation averages only about 10 inches a year and usually falls 
in heavy showers the area is in the semiarid belt. Throughout the 
region there are many springs of good water, as well as many in 
which the water is exceedingly alkaline. The abundance of springs, 
together with the number of running streams, makes the country 
locaUy well watered and admirably adapted to stock raising. There 
is a large warm spring flowing good water at the head of Horse Creek, 
in sec. 36, T. 32 N., R. 86 W.; hot water rich in mineral salts issues 
from the gorge in the banks of North Platte River just above Alcova ; 
and a big spring of excellent water in sec. 15, T. 32 N., R. 81 W., is 
used to irrigate about 1,000 acres of the Bessemer flats. The Big 
Sulphur Springs, in sec. 6, T. 38 N., R. 83 W., are locally weU known. 
There is also warm water issuing from the sides of Beaver Gorge, 
about 4 mUes above HaUey, in T. 30 N., R. 97 W. The Warm 
Springs, near the center of T. 29 N., R. 96 W., and Happy Springs, 
in the southeast comer of the same township, are valuable. Dams 
are built by ranchers in the dry valleys to pond the run-off of heavy 
showers and thus make it available for stock. This practice is 
followed also by oil companies to obtain water for drilling operations. 
At times, however, water for drilling must be hauled or piped from 
' some distant creek or spring. 

All the deep weUs in this area have foimd artesian water in the 
sandstones. This fact and the presence of large springs indicate 
that artesian water may be obtained in many parts of the area where 
the structural and topographic conditions are favorable. 

The Lower Cretaceous conglomerate is the principal water-bearing 
formation and usually furnishes a strong sulphur water. The sand- 
stones in the other formations generally contain water in less quan- 
tity, because they are less continuous and less uniform in thickness 
and texture. 

OBJECT OF THE SURVEY. 

The examinatio^i of central Wyoming was imdertaken to deter- 
mine whether or not the region contaios anticlines or other folds 
favorable for the accumulation of oil and gas and also the number 
and occurrence of oil sands. If favorable folds are present, the next 
important question is whether the oil-bearing sands are sealed below 
impervious rocks in those folds so as to hold the oil and gas or whether 
those sands have been exposed by erosion, allowing the oil and gas to 
escape. 
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The table facing page 23S illustrates the fact that in most of the 
Kocky Moimtain oil fields the oil seeps and productive sands are 
confibaed chiefly to Cretaceous strata. The occurrences outside of 
the Cretaceous so far discovered have proved of minor economic 
importance. 

The Wall Creek sandstone, the uppermost sandstone member of 
the Frontier formation, is the main productive sand at Salt Creek 
and the oil has a gravity of 0.82 to 0.85. Some oil having a specific 
gravity of 0.909 is obtained at Salt Creek in the Shannon sandstone 
lentil of the Steele shale, and some is also obtained in the Niobrara.^ 
In the Grass Creek field the middle part of the Frontier formation 
bears oil, and along Shoshone River gas is obtained from the upper 
part of the Cloverly and some oil from sandstones in the Thermopolis 
and Mo wry ' shales but most of the oil (specific gravity 0.833) comes 
from a sandstone in the lower part of the Thermopolis shale. 

At Greybull,' in the Peay anticline, gas and a light-gravity oil 
occur in the Kimball sand of the Mowry shale and in the top of the 
Cloverly. In the Torchlight dome at Basin a light oil of 0.7955 
gravity occurs in the Peay sand of the Frontier formation, but in the 
Lamb anticline a heavy oil of 0.889 gravity occurs in the Kimball 
sand and the Peay sand, and gas occurs commercially in the Peay 
sand and in traces only in the Torchlight, Muddy, and Kimball 
sands.^ 

At Elk Basin gas and a light-gravity oil occur in sands (Frontier) 
of Benton age, and at Byron oil occurs in the Frontier and gas in the 
Cloverly. 

At Spring Valley a light oil of 0.82 gravity occurs most abundantly 
in the Aspen shale, and to some extent a heavy oil occurs in the Bear 
River and Frontier formations. The Wasatch produces oil at both 
Spring Valley and Labarge, but according to Veatch ^ and Schultz * 
the Wasatch oil has migrated from the underlying Aspen shale. 
Sandstone in the Graneros shale at Mooreroft has produced the little 
oil obtained there,^ which has a specific gravity of 0.919. 

At Douglas the top of the ''Cloverly" (Dakota?) produces some 
oil, and the sands (Frontier) of Benton age, both oil of gravity 0.843 
to 0.93 and gas, but most of the commercial product comes from the 

» Wflgemaim, C. H., The Salt Creek oil field, Natrona County, Wyo.: U. S. Oeol. Survey Bull. 452, pp. 
37-83, 1911. 

* Hewett, D. F., The Shoshooe River section, Wyo.: U. S. Oeol. Survey Bull. 541, pp. 8»-113, 1914. 

3 Hintse, F. F., Basin and Oreybull oil and gas fields: Wyoming State Geologist's Office Bull. 10, p. 45, 
1914(1915]. 

* Lnpton, C. T., on and gas near Basin, Big Horn County, Wyo.: U. 8. Oeol. Survey Boll. 621, pp. 
157-190, 191«. 

* Veateh, A. C, Oeography and geology of a portion of sonthweBtem Wyoming, with special referanoe 
to coal and oil: U. 8. Oeol. Survey Prof. Paper 56, p. 158, 1907. 

* Scbnlts, A. R., The Labarge on field, oentral Uinta County, Wyo.: U. 8. GeoL Survey Bail. 340, 
p. 364, 1906. 

7 Bamett, V. H.» The Moororoft on field and Big Muddy dome, Wya: U. 8. Oeol. Survey BuU. 681, 
pp. 88-117, 1914. 
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White River formation. According to Bamett/ however, the gas 
and oil obtained from the White River has probably been derived 
from the underlying beds of Benton age or from the "Qoverly" and 
is secondary in the White River. 

At Lander, in the Big Popo Agie field, the oil at the Washakie oil 
spring and in the Plimkett well and other wells near by in the north 
end of the anticline is derived from the Mowry shale.' It has a 
gravity of 0.812. The heavy dark-brown oil (specific gravity 0.9 + ) 
comes from the Embar (Peimsylvanian to Lower Triassic) and Chug- 
water (Triassic) formations. 

From this brief summary it is evident that the best oil (specific 
gravity 0.7955 to 0.856, or 45.98'' to 33.5'' Baum6) produced in paying 
quantities in the Wyoming fields is obtained from the Cretaceous 
rocks, and chiefly from beds of Colorado age, though much comes 
from beds of Montana age. A small quantity of oil of lower grade 
(specific gravity 0.9198 to 0.9091, 22.2° to 24'' Baum6) comes from 
the Embar beds. 

As the Lander field, in which the only notable quantity of oil comes 
from the Embar formation, joins on the west the area treated in this 
report, it seems, reasonable to consider carefully any anticline or 
dome in tins area in which that formation is sealed beneath impervi- 
ous rocks and within reach of the drill. Any anticline or dome 
where the important oil-bearing formations of the Cretaceous are 
closed beneath thick beds of shale should be considered still more 
carefully. 

The accumulation of oil and gas in all the productive fields of 
Wyoming, except Spring Valley and Douglas, is controlled by anti- 
clinal folds. At Spring Valley the oil accumulates in a syncUne — the 
reverse fold of an anticline — probably because the rocks are not satu- 
rated with water, a condition which allows the oil by force of gravity to 
seek the low places in the downfold or syncline. 

In central Wyoming the wet porous sands occur between impervious 
shales. Where oil-bearing formations under such conditions have 
been folded the anticlines and domes have been found to be the 
favorable places for the retention of oil and gas, presumably because 
oil and gas, being lighter than water, are floated and forced to the 
crests of the anticlines and domes, or at least as far up as the water 
has any head. If, as is the case in many of the anticlines in central 
Wyoming, erosion has removed parts of the oil-bearing formations, 
the oil and gas have had ample chance to escape and there is little 
possibihty of their retention. In such places indications of oil occur 
as seeps along the outcrop of the sandstone. • Wells drilled down the 

1 Bamett, V. H., The Douglas oil and gas field, Converse County, Wyo.: U. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 541, 
pp. 49-88, 1914. 

* Woodruff, E. G., The Lander oil field, Fremont County, Wyo.: U. 8. Geol. Survey Bull. 462, pp. 7-36, 
1911. 
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dip from such outcrops penetrate these beds and commonly obtain 
water with a few drops of oil. This was true of the Oil City, the 
Northwestern, the Dutton "Basin," and the Western States wells. 
Under these conditions it is clearly evident that anticlines having 
the oil-bearing sandstones completely sealed beneath impervious beds 
should be first chosen for prospecting. 

The accompanying table summarizes the available information as 
to the geologic position of the oil and gas bearing beds in the Wyoming 
and some adjacent fields. 

HISTORY OF PROSPECTING. 

The presence of oil seeps- in this region was first described by 
Aughey in 1886.* Some of these seeps, however, had been known 
since the dfiys when the first emigrants passed through the region 
Sjoing to Oregon and California. It is reported that Cimineau,' a 
French trapper, and others sold lubricants to the caravans from the 
oil spring in sec. 28, T. 33 N., R. 82 W., 1 mile south of Poison 
Spider Creek, near Oil Moimtain. 

One of the first wetts sunk in the area covered by this report was 
drilled m 1886 on Poison Spider Creek, in sec. 4, T. 32 N., R. 86 W., 
at Oil City, by the Colorado & Wyoming Land & Oil Co. Under the 
management of George L. Aggers, of Douglas, Wyo., this well was 
put down to a depth of 1,130 feet and at a depth of 500 feet struck 
130 feet of sandstone, which carried a little oil and water.' 

The two wells drilled by the Wyoming Central Association in the 
early eighties near the head of Powder River to depths of 700 and 
900 teeU were water wells with only a slight showing of oil.'* It is 
thought that the first well drilled prior to 1886 near the SW. J sec. 34, 
T. 34 N., R. 88 W., to a depth of nearly 1,000 feet, which obtamed a 
shght amount of oil, gas, and much water, was one of the Wyoming 
Central Association wells.* The Northwestern Oil Co.'s well, wiiich 
according to Knight * was drilled about the same time and a short 
distance northwest of the Wyoming Central Association weUs to a 
depth of about 500 feet, struck no appreciable quantity of oil. When 
visited in 1915 a well near the west quarter comer of sec. 20, T. 33 N., 
R. 87 W., was giving off a small quantity of gas and a few drops of 
oil. There was only enough dark, tliick, asphaltic oil on the water 
which rose to the top of the casing to furnish a small sample. No 
data seem to be available concerning the Moffat well, on Lovett 
Creek. 

1 Aughey, Samuel, Wyoming Territorial Geologist Ann. Kept., 1886, pp. 113-187. 

' See U. 8. Qeol. Sorvey Bull. 612, p. 62, 1915. 

> Ricketts, L. D., Wyoming Territorial Geologist Ann. Kept., 1888, pp. 22-36. 

* Idem, p. 35. 

^ Aughey, Samuel, op. cit. Knight, W. C, Wyoming Univ. School of Mines, Petroleum series, Bull. 4, 
p. 28, map, 1901. 

• Knight, W. C, idem, pp. 21-28. 
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Nearly contemporaneous with the sinking of the Northwestern 
well was the drilling of the Quthery well, in sec. 18, T. 33 N., R. 82 W., 
on Poison Spider Creek. This well was sunk to a depth of about 
1,000 feet, and a flow of strong sulphur water was encountered, 
presumably in the Lower Cretaceous conglomerate. It is reported 
that some oil was found, but that the quantity was so insignificant 
that oil was hauled from the wells at Salt Creek and the place ' ' salted . ' ' 
At the time of visit a smaU stream of water surcharged with hydrogen 
sulphide gas flowed from the casing, but there was no indication of oil. 

It is said that a shallow well was drilled farther down Poison 
Spider Creek, just above the Goose Egg ranch, and that the tools were 
purposely lost in it. 

Tlie well near North Platte River, 2 miles above Alcova, struck 
water but no oil. Its location is in the syncline between the mono- 
clinal fold to the west and the Alcova or Hot Springs arch to the east. 

Scattered throughout the area are assessment pits of the oil- 
prospecting days of the eighties, and it is almost impossible to ride 
t)ver the area for any considerable length of time without seeing some 
of them. It is reported that a small quantity of oil was collected in 
some of these pits near the Horse Creek dome, in sees. 26, 27, and 34, 
T. 32 N., R. 86 W. At the oil spring near the north end of Oil 
Mountain there are two pits. The western one of these, which was 
dug to a depth of 10 feet or so, has nearly filled up by caving and when 
visited contained about 3 feet of water covered with a thin scum of 
thick, dark oil. It is from this place that a small quantity of oil was 
supplied to the travelers who trailed through the region in the days 
of 1849. 

After the era of assessment pits and shallow wells very little 
prospecting was done until the development of the Salt Creek and 
Bighorn Basin oil fields revived interest in oil through the area. 
The first operation was the sinking of a test well by the Midwest 
Oil Co. on the Castle Creek fold, near the east quarter comer of sec. 
31, T. 38 N., R. 80 W., to a depth of about 2,000 feet. Some gas was 
foimd in the shale above the Wall Creek sand, and from the sand 
water rose nearly to the top of the casing. . A httle gas was escap- 
ing from the well when it was visited late in the fall of 1914. 

A well completed in the summer of 1913 at the north end of the 
Button anticUne was started near the contact of the Niobrara and 
Steele shales, in the NW. i sec. 34, T. 34 N., R. 90 W. It was 
drilled to a depth of about 1,060 feet, and when visited it was giving 
off gas in small quantities, and thick, dark oil stood on the water 
about 20 feet below the top of the casing. 

In the summer of 1913 the Ohio Oil Co. drilled two holes, one on 
Poison Spider Creek in the SE. i SE. i sec. 18, T. 33 N., R. 82 W., 
and the other in the NE. J NE. i sec. 2, T. 33 N., R. 95 W., near 



Digitized 



by Google 



ANTICLINES IN CENTRAL WYOMING. 241 

Alkali Butte in the ''Riverton oil field." In the well on Poison 
Spider Creek the Dakota sandstone at a depth of 641 feet contained 
some black oil. The Lower Cretaceous conglomerate at 785 feet 
carried water and a little oil, and the Morrison formation showed 
signs of oil. The well was sunk to a depth of 2,855 feet, and the last 
15 feet was in the Tensleep sandstone, which contained artesian 
water. The other well, near Alkali Butte, encountered no water 
anywhere in the 2,945-foot hole, which was probably entirely in the 
Steele shale. A trace of gas and oil was obtained in a 7-foot bed of 
soft sand at a depth of 177 feet. 

The Holmes well, m sec. 3, T. 36 N., R. 82 W., was the first one 
located on the North Casper Creek anticline. This well, which is 
about 500 feet west of the contact of the Niobrara and Steele shales, 
is 2 miles west of the axis of the anticline and was drilled to a depth 
of 1,170 feet. It penetrated 15 feet into the Wall Creek sand, from 
which water rose within 100 feet of the top of the casing. 

The Fitzhugh well, IJ miles north of the Holmes well, was started 
June 19 and finished August 24, 1913. It is near the west quarter 
comer of sec. 26, T. 37 N., R. 82 W., about 800 feet east of the upper 
contact of the Niobrara shale. The locator in the selection of this 
site seems not to have considered duly the record of the Holmes 
well and the form of the anticline, otherwise his location would not 
have been so near the contact of the Steele and Niobrara shales, a 
position on nearly the same structure contour as that of the Holmes 
well. The two logs are similar. In the Fitzhugh well water was 
struck in the Wall Creek sand at a depth of 1,000 feet, and the well 
was abandoned at 1,642 feet. 

The Monongahela Oil Co. commenced operations in July, 1913, in 
the SE. J sec. 9, T. 33 N., R. $1 W., just west of Twelvemile Spring, 
in the Emigrant Gap anticline. At a depth of 240 feet a flow of 
sulphur water was struck in the Lower Cretaceous conglomerate. 
This is the only well so far drilled near the axis of the anticline. The 
dry holes on Casper Creek, in Tps. 33 and 34 N., R. 80 W., are far 
down the east flank. 

The Western States Oil Co.'s well, started in the summer of 1913 
near the center of T. 33 N., R. 94 W., in the so-called Riverton oil 
field, is in the syncline between the Conant Creek and Alkali Butte 
anticlines. The location is on the Steele shale, and, according to 
reports, the Wall Creek sand, at a depth of 1,300 feet, showed some 
trace of oil. The weU was not completed at the time of the field 
examination. 

The Franco-American well, in the SE. J SE. i sec. 16, T. 34 N., 
R. 87 W., is on the Wallace Creek dome ( ?). This well was put down 
about 600 feet during the summer of 1913, but was idle when the area 
was mapped. Later it was sunk to a depth of more than 2,000 feet. 
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probably entirely in the Fort Union and Lance formations, but 
encountered no oil. 

The Toltec Oil Co. late in the fall of 1913 put dovm a well in soc, n , 
T. 37 N., R. 85 W., on the Cottonwood Creek anticline, at the south 
end of the Bighorn Moimtains. It was free from water down to a 
depth of 916 feet, except small quantities at 125 and 458 feet, but at 
915 feet warm and highly charged sulphur water, presumably from 
the Lower Cretaceous conglomerate, flowed in large quantities over 
the top of the casing. The well was abandoned at a depth of 990 
feet without obtaining oil. 

In September and October, 1914, William M. Fitzhugh and his 
aiisociates drilled a 1,975-foot dry hole in the NW. i sec. 36, T. 37 N., 
R. 82 W., on the North Casper Creek anticline. They struck water 
in the Wall Creek sand at a depth of 440 feet and in the Peay sand at 
1,045 feet, but the Dakota ( ?) sandstone at 1,675 feet was dry. The 
Lower Cretaceous conglomerate at a depth of 1,769 feet and also the 
Morrison formation carried water. Free carbon, bitumen, paraflSji, and 
some carbonic gas were found in dark-blue shale at 1,560 and 1,679 feet. 
This well is located near the axis of the anticline about 2 miles north of 
its crest and with the other wells drilled near by has shown that the pool 
of oil or gas, if any exists in this anticline, is not greater than li by 4J 
miles in extent, which is almost the size of the Salt Creek field. 

The Casper Oil Co. in the fall of 1915. started a well in sec. 28, T. 
38 N., R. 81 W., about a mile below the 33 Mile ranch on Castle 
Creek. This well was dry for 1,900 feet. 

Aside from these wells, drilled by standard outfits, numerous 
assessment holes have been put down with Star rigs, none of which 
have attained sufficient depth to be of value. The prospecting of 
this sort that has been done along the eastern flank of the Rattlesnake 
Mountains is a good example of waste of time and money. 

OIIi-BEARINO FORMATIONS. 

Many of the formations in this field, from the Cambrian to the 
Oligocene, contain sandstone members or strata, but only those which 
contain traces of oil or produce oil and gas in this or near-by fields 
will be described. The formations may be seen in the different anti- 
clines of the field, and they will be taken up in stratigraphic order, 
the lowest one first, as shown in the colmnnar section on Plate XXIII. 
That some of the shales contain oil pools is not considered probable, 
although it is recognized that oil may be present in shale here, as it 
is in some other Rocky Mountain fields. 

Cambrian and pre-Cawiyrian formations, — ^The Cambrian and pre- 
Cambrian beds, according to oral reports, are satm-ated with oil near 
Copper Mountain, on the south side of the Owl Creek Mountains, 
near T. 39 N., R. 92 W., about 40 miles northwest of the Rattlesnake 
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Mountains. The Wind River formation (Eocene), which overlies the 
Cambrian at this locality, is also said to snow traces of oil. The 
locality was not examined, but the information is considered reliable. 
No indications of oil, however, were observed in the Cambrian or pre- 
Cambrian in the area covered by this paper.* 

Tensleep sandstone. — ^The Tensleep sandstone, of Pennsylvanian 
age, is the lowest formation which shows signs of oil in this field. It 
is approximately 200 feet thick in the Rattlesnake Moimtains. An 
exposure of a few square rods in the SW. J sec. 13, T. 33 N., R. 90 
W., in the Dutton anticline, contains some oil, but so far as observed 
none escapes. At all other localities where the formation was exam- 
ined it is barren. The rock is a medium-grained, highly cross-bedded, 
firmly cemented quartz sandstone, which is of sufficiently open tex- 
ture to allow the free circulation of water, as shown by the Ohio 
well, on Poison Spider Creek. 

Ewhar formation. — No indications of oil were seen in the Embar 
formation (Pennsylvanian, Permian, and Triassic), but in the Lander 
field,' which adjoins this area on the northwest, it is one of the main 
oil-producing formations. The Embar overUes the Tensleep sand- 
stone and is composed of 225 feet or more of light-gray fossiliferous 
Umestone, shale, chert, and beds of phosphate. It is typically de- 
veloped in the western part of the area, where it is equivalent to the 
Park City and Dinwoody formations, but in the eastern part it is of 
an entirely different character, consisting mostly of red shale with 
some limestone, fossiliferous red and gray chert, and gypsum. The 
Embar in this field contains no thick beds of sandstone. It was re- 
ported that the well of the Pine Dome Oil Co. obtained its flow of gas 
from the Embar, but it is fully as probable that the gas came from 
the Tensleep sandstone. 

Chugvmter, Sundance, and Morrison formations. — ^Along the east 
flank of the Rattlesnake Mountains north of Garfield Peak there are 
places where the sandstones in the upper (Triassic) part of the Chug- 
water, the Sundance (Jurassic), and especially the Morrison (Cre- 
taceous ?) formations show signs of oil. Oil seeps from the Sundance 
and Morrison formations in the improductive Powder River oil field,* 
which is adjacent to this field on the north. These formations con- 
tain thin and thick sandstones that in favorable folds would serve 
as reservoirs for oil. The formations present their usual character- 
istics. The Chugwater consists essentially of 1,000 feet of brick- 
red unfossiliferous sandy micaceous shale, thin-bedded sandstone, 

> Since this Was written the Indications of oil in this locality have been described as petroleum in granite 
by L. W. Trumbnll (Wyoming State Geologist's Office, Sd. ser., Bull. 1, pp. 4-7, 1916). 

s Woodruff, E. O., The Lander oil field: U. S. Oeol. Surrey Bull. 452, p. 27, 1911. Jamison, C. E., Geology 
and mineral resources of a portion of Fremont County, Wyo.: Wyoming Oeol. Survey Bull. 2, pp. 33-a4, 
1911. 

> Wegemann, C. H., The Powder River oil field, Wyo.: U. 6. Oeol. Survey Bull. 471, p. 71, 1912. 
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and gypsum. A thin limestone occurs near the top in the eastern 
part of the field, but in the western part this same limestone is near 
the middle of the formation. The Sundance consists of about 30O 
feet of marine olive-green shale and highly fossilif erous gray lime- 
stone. The Morrison consists essentially of 250 feet of fresh-water 
variegated shale and sandstone. 

Lower Cretaceous conglomerate. — ^TThe next higher oil-bearing forma- 
tion is the conglomerate assigned to the Lower 'Cretaceous. This is. 
the lower part of the " Dakota '* formation mentioned by Knight * 
as being the most promising oil-bearing formation of the field. It 
is the basal conglomeratic sandstone of the Cloverly formation of 
the Bighorn Mountains, the lower member of the Cloverly formation 
of the Basin and Greybull oil and gas fields,' and the Dakota ( ?) of 
the Salt Creek field.' It is identical with the conglomerate described 
as of Lower Cretaceous age (?) in the Lander field.^ Hus formation, 
contains dark-colored, well-rounded chert pebbles, commonly about 
the size of small marbles but reaching a maximum diameter of 1|^ 
inches, firmly cemented. Usually the cement is silica, but in some 
places it is lime. The coarse basal conglomerate that constitutes the 
lower half of the formation grades upward into a slightly conglom- 
eratic sandstone and the whole attains a thickness of about 60 feet. 
It varies little from this thickness throughout the eastern part of 
the area, though in the Conant Creek antichne it is only 8 feet thick. 
The formation where upturned forms small hogbacks, a feature which^ 
with the lithologic character, makes its identification easy. 

Though the conglomerate is mentioned by Knight * as showing 
traces of oil in the Dutton ''anticline," none were noticed in it there 
or in the other exposures of the conglomerate, except along the 
Rattlesnake Mountains. It is probably the source of the oil at the 
seep in sec. 28, T. 33 N., R. 82 W., at the north end of Oil Moimtain. 
Small quantities of dark, thick oil ooze from it near the Lew Smith. 
Spring, at the head of Horse Creek, in sec. 26, T. 32 N., R. 86 W., on 
the southwest side of the Rattlesnake Mountains. A few sections 
of land have been patented as oil placer land about 2 miles south of 
Oil City because dark asphaltic oil seeps from the conglomerate beds 
in that locality. Northwest of Oil City and south of Garfield Peak 
the conglomerate contains little if any oil, but in places on Wallace 
Creek and on the small creeks near by it is saturated with dark 
asphaltic oil. The light volatile parts have evaporated from the oil 

1 Knight, W. C, Wyoming Univ. School of Mines, Petroleum ser., Bull. 4, pp. 17-19, 1001. 
s Hintxe, F. F., jr.. The Basin and Oreybull oil and gas fields, Big Horn County, Wyo.: Wyoming State 
Geologist's omce Bull. 10, pp. 1^17, 1914. 

• Wegemann, C. H., The Salt Creek oil field, Natrona County, Wyo.: U. 8. Oeol. Survey Bull. 452. p. 44, 
1911. 

^Woodruff, E. O., The Lander oil field, Fremont County, Wyo.: U. 6. Qeol. Survey Bull. 452, pp. I8~i9» 
1911. 

• Knight> W. C, op. oit, pp. 17-19. 
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tliat seeps here, and the heavy dark residue, mixed with soil and 
dead v^etation, has accumulated on the creek bottoms to a thickness 
of a foot or more and covers many square rods. This deposit is 
used locally for fuel, chiefly for engines drilling prospect holes. Strong 
sulphur water was foimd in the conglomerate in the Ohio weU, on 
Poison Spider Creek, and in the Guthery, Monongahela, and Toltec 
wells, and similar water issues from the conglomerate in sec. 15, T. 
33 N., R. 81 W. The Ohio and Guthery wells struck traces of oil in 
the conglomerate. 

Dakota sandstone. — ^Directly below the Thermopolis shale and from 
100 to 350 feet above the Lower Cretaceous conglomerate is a fine- 
grained broWn to gray quartzitic sandstone, ranging in thickness from 
a few inches to a maximum of 60 feet, as observed at the south end 
of the Emigrant Gap anticline. This sandstone is considered the 
same as the Dakota of the Lander country.^ It is the upper member 
of the Cloverly formation of some authors, but is here referred to 
the Dakota (Upper Cretaceous). It may correspond to the GreybuU 
sand of the Bi^om Basin.' This sandstone contains no oil at the 
south end of the Rattlesnake Meimtains or near Garfield Peak, but 
at numerous places on Wallace Creek and the creeks to the north it 
is saturated with dark asphaltic oil and, with the Ix)w6r Cretaceous 
conglomerate, furnishes the asphaltum found in that district. The 
Dakota shows no trace of oil throughout the rest of the field. This 
sandstone is so variable in thickness and so unfavorably situated in 
most of the anticlines that it is considered unimportant as a reser- 
voir for oil unless it may be in the same anticlines as those mentioned 
in connection with the Lower Cretaceous conglomerate. 

Mowry sJude, — Prom 100 to 300 feet above the Dakota sandstone 
is the Mowry shale, of Upper Cretaceous age, a hard, fissile dark 
shale, weathering white, which contains abundant fish scales, verte- 
br8B, and fins, but in which no complete skeletons have been foimd. 
The Mowry shale, which forms pronoimced pine-bearing ridges in 
most of the anticlines, is normally about 300 feet thick and is an 
exceptionally good key rock. It is in most localities immediately 
overlain by a bed of bentonite. No traces of oil were seen oozing 
from this formation, but it produces oil in the Bighorn Basin,' at 
Lander,* and at Spring Valley * and is the probable soiu-ce of the oil 

> Woodmfl, B. O., op. cit., pp. 18-19. 

s LupUm, C T., Oil and gas near Basin, Big Horn County, Wyo.: U. S. Geol. Suryey Boll. 621, pp. 
157-100, 1910. 

> Woodnxfl, E. G., The Lander oil field, Fremont County, Wyo.: U. S. Geol. Surrey Bull. 453, p. 27 1911. 
* Veatoh, A. C, Geography and geology of a portion of southwestern Wyoming, with special reference 

to coal and oil: U. 8. Geol. Survey Prof. Paper 56, p. 158, 1907. 

69492*— BuU. 641 1— 16 3 
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in the Wasatch formation at Labarge.^. Oil is reported to occur in 
the Mowry shale in the unproductive Powder River field.' 

One of two samples of the Mowry shale tested by distillation 
yielded about 2 gallons of oil to the ton and the other a mere trace. 
The latter contained the greater quantity of fish remains. The tests 
were made in order to throw light on the possible origin of the Wyo- 
ming oil, but the results were unsatisfactory. 

Frontier formation. — ^The Mowry shale is overlain by shale and 
sandstone that are referred to the Frontier formation, of Upper 
Cretaceous age. The sandstones, of which there are three distinct 
divisions corresponding in ascending order to the Peay, an interme- 
diate sand, and the Wall Creek,, are of medium to fine ^ain, gray, 
somewhat massively bedded, and from 20 to 200 feet thick. The 
formation attains a maximum thickness of 1,000 feet. The inter- 
vening shale, which makes up more than half of the. formation, is 
dark and sandy. The lowest sandstone member, corresponding to 
the Peay, is persistent and characterized by laige brown concre- 
tions, especially in the Emigrant Oap and Oil Moimtain anticlines 
and the Pine dome. The middle sandstone is commonly character- 
ized by small black chert pebbles about the size of peas, which 
usually distinguish it from the other two sandstones, though in a 
few places the Wall Creek contains similar pebbles. The upper or 
Wall Creek sand is the main productive oil sand in the Salt Creek 
field, 25 miles northeast of the North Casper Creek anticline,* but 
the Peay and Torchlight are important producing sands in the Big- 
horn Basin.* The Wall Creek sandstone may correspond to the 
Torchhght, as shown by Hintze, for it is stratigraphically at about 
the same position. 

Thick, black oil oozes from the sandstones of the Frontier in the 
Alkali Butte anticline, and traces of oil were foimd in them along 
the Rattlesnake Mountains. 

Teapot sandstone member of the Mesaverde formation, — ^The highest 
Cretaceous sand in which oil was observed is the Teapot sandstone 
member of the Mesaverde formation (Upper Cretaceous), a medium- 
textiu*ed white sandstone from 90 to 200 feet thick. This sandstone 
has a wide distribution in Wyoming and is the upper part of the 
Mesaverde. It is spoken of as the *' sandstone forming Little Pine 

1 Schults, A. R., The Labarge oil field, central Uinta County, Wyo.: U. S. Oeol. Survey Bull. 340, i^. 
367-^71 , 1906. Trumbull, L. W. , Prospective oil fields at Upton, Buck Creek, Rattlesnake Mountains, and 
Labarge: Wyoming State Geologist's Oflloe Bull. 5, pp. 14-16, 1013. 

« Wegemann, C. H., The Powder River oil field, Wyo.: U. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 471, p. 71, 1912. 

> Wegemann, C. H., The Salt Creek oil field, Natrona County, Wyo.: U. 6. Oeol. Survey Bull. 452 pp. 
71-75, 1911. 

* Washbume, C. W., Oas fields of the Bighorn Basin, Wyo.: U. S. Oeol. Survey Bull. 340, pp. 348-^88, 
1908. Hhitze, F. F., Jr., The Basin and Greybull oil and gas fields, Big Horn County, Wyo.: Wyoming 
State Geologist's omce Bull. 10, pp. 41-47, 1914. Hewett, D. F., The Shoshone River seotion, Wyo.: U. S. 
Oeol. Survey Bull. 641, p. 65, 1914. 
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Ridge'' in the Salt Creek field and is the Teapot sandstone near 
Casper as described by Bamett.* It is the prominent sandstone 
that forms the striking white wall across Tps. 32 and 33 N., Rs. 82 
and 83 W., southeast of the F L ranch. This sandstone, forming a 
low ridge locally known as Phayles Reef near the Marquis ranch, 
along the east flank of the Rattlesnake Mountains in sees. 4, 5, and 9, 
T. 33 N., R. 87 W., is highly saturated with oil. This sandstone at 
Phayles Reef is probably the one conditionally placed by Knight ^ 
in the Fox Hills and noted by him as saturated with oil. In pros- 
pecting for oil in the dome on Wallace Creek drilling should go at 
least deep enough to test this sand for oil. 

Wind River formcUion. — ^The Wind River formation, of Eocene age, 
consists essentially of soft variegated shale, coarse brown sandstone, 
arkose, and both fine and coarse conglomerate. These beds are for the 
most part nearly flat-lying or tilted at very small angles and imcon- 
f ormably overlie all the older formations, induding the Cambrian. No 
oil seeps were noted in the T^nd River, but some are mentioned by 
Knight as occurring west of the Dutton antidine.' The Wind River 
is reported to show traces of oil south of the Owl Creek Mountains 
in T. 39 N., R. 92 W. Oil is obtained in small quantities from beds 
of nearly the same age at Spring Valley * and Labarge,^ in south- 
western Wyoming. It is probable that in all these places the oil has 
escaped from the imderlying Cretaceous sands into the overlying 
beds. As the Wind River in places overlies the uptmned Cretaceous 
oil-bearing sands, it is possible that in some of these places oil may 
be found in the Wind River, but this seems a remote possibility, and 
no commercial pools are to be expected. 

White River formation. — ^The White River formation of OUgocene 
age, is composed essentially of loosely cemented light-colored fine 
and coarse sand, arkose, and conglomerate. Volcanic material, in 
the form of pebbles and single grains, is present throughout the 
formation. Red color is generally absent in the formation, but light 
green and buff are plentiful and even white rocks are not uncommon^ 
The White River is nearly flat lying and rests imconformably on all 
formations from the pre-Cambrian granite of the Granite Mountains 
to the Steele shale and also the Wind River. 

Small quantities of oil ooze from beds considered of White River 
age at the Lew Smith oil spring, in sec. 26, T. 32 N., R. 86 W., in the 

» Bamett, V. H., Possibilities of oil In the Big Muddy dome, Converse and Natrona counties, Wyo.: 
V. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 681, pp. 115-114, 1915. 

« Knight, W. C. , Wyoming Univ. School of Mines, Petroleum ser. , Bull. 4, pp. 28-29, 1901 . 

» Idem, p. 16. 

* Veatch, A. C, Geography and geology of a portion of southwestern Wyoming, with special reference to 
coal and oil: U. S. Geol. Survey Prof. Paper 66, pp. 16, 139, 141, 143-144, 161, 1907. 

« Schultz, A . R., Geology and geography of a portion of Lincoln County, Wyo.: U. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 
^, p. 117, 1914. 
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Kattlesnake Mountains, but the oil probably comes from the under- 
lying Lower Cretaceous conglomerate or the Dakota sandstone. A 
little asphaltic material occurs in rhyolitic bombs in the upper part of 
the White River formation on the Sweetwater escarpment in sees. 10 
and 11, T. 32 N., R. 94 W. 

It is possible that where this formation lies on the upturned 
Cretaceous oil sands, as in the area between Alcova and the Rattle- 
snake Mountains or at the south end of the Rattlesnake Mountains, 
it may contain small quantities of oil. Commercial pools, it is 
believed, are not to be expected in the White River in this field. 
Small pools, however, occur in beds of the same age at Douglas.^ 

ANTICLIKES* AND OTHER FOLDS. 

OBNB&AIi FEATUBBS. 

In comparatively recent geologic time, the outer crust of the earth 
in all parts of Wyoming, which once lay in great nearly level sheets 
or beds of shale, sandstone, and limestone, was bent and wrinkled 
into great and small anticlinal and synclinal folds. These folds or 
earth waves may be likened to the billows and waves on water or to 
the wrinkles on merino sheep. They are elongated, and some are much 
higher and larger than others. Some of the high rock folds in 
Wyoming are the giant anticlines of the Laramie, Granite, Wind 
River, Owl Creek, and Bighorn mountains. The Powder River, 
Green River, Wind River, and Bighorn basins are giant synclines. 
Those great folds are not arranged in any definite order, as their axes 
trend in several directions. 

The small anticlines described in this report are situated upon the 
sides of the giant folds or between them. They are elongated and 
compressed, their axes, which nearly parallel one another, trend in a 
northwesterly direction (see PI. XXIII), and they are broken here 
and there by small faults. The axes of the small anticlines pitch 
either in one direction — for example, those of the anticlines that 
project as spurs from the giant folds — or in two directions — for ex- 
ample, those of the assemblage of more or less simple anticlines in the 
lowland area between the Laramie and Bighorn mountains. 

iBarnett, V. H., The Douglas oil and kss fleld. Converse County, Wye: U. 8. Oeol. Survey Bull. 541, 
pp. 48-88, 1914. 

s The term anticline is used here for brevity of description to include bowed-up folds that have twoHmbs— 
that is, sides in which the same strata dip in opposite directions from the axis. According to Willis (U. S. 
Oeol. Survey Thirteenth Ann. Rept., pt. 2, p. 200, 1803), <'the line or area of meeting of the sides is the 
axial region, the crest or crown of an anticline, the base or bottom of a syncline," and it is commonly 
called simply the axis. Generally the anticline is developed in nearly flat-lying rocks, and its axis pitches 
toward its two extremities, but in places the anticline or syncline is developed on the upturned rocks that 
form the rim of some large structural basin, and in that case the axis may pitch in only one direction. For 
convenience of description, anticlines and synclines developed on tilted beds will be called slope anti- 
clines and slope synclines. Willis says: " When the Ihnbs of an anticline are wide open downward fur- 
ther shortening of the une of strata is possible by lessening of this angle; such may be oalled an open 
fold." 
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While the great, nearly level sheets of shale, sandstone (in part 
oil bearing), and limestone were being bent into anticlines, they were 
also being worn away from the crests of the anticlines, mostly by 
water and wind, and the detrital material so derived was in the main 
deposited as layers of mud and sand in the troughs of the giant 
synclines. These flat-lying layers filled the synclines and reached far 
up on the sides of the giant anticlines, nearly covering the small 
anticlines, some of which even now are largely hidden by the flat- 
lying beds. All the giant antichnes and many of the small ones have 
been truncated or worn down so deeply that in many places the oil- 
bearing sands have been exposed, allowing the oil to escape. 

SWEETWATEB ANTIOUNE.' 

The Granite Mountains, viewed broadly, are in the middle of a great 
upfold, which will be referred to as the Sweetwater anticline. 
Although dominantly anticlinal, it is by no means a single fold 
but is in reality an assemblage of folds that make up one giant, 
deeply eroded compoimd antioline. The nucleus of granite in the 
Sweetwater Valley and Granite Mountains is surrounded by strata 
which dip steeply in some places and slightly in others and which 
now represent the outcropping, worn edges of formations that prob- 
ably once extended over the anticline. The Sweetwater anticline 
is approximately 50 miles wide by 120 miles long, and the granite 
nucleus is about 25 by 100 miles. The south limb and east end of 
the anticline are not represented on Plate XXIII. At the west end 
there is an apparent continuation of the great upfold in the anticline 
of Sheep Mountam in Tps. 30 and 31 N., Rs. 96, 97, and 98 W. The 
trend of the Sweetwater anticline is almost due east, and in this 
respect it is Uke the giant anticlines of the Uinta Moimtains, in the 
northeastern part of Utah, and the Owl Creek Mountains, in the north- 
central part of Wyoming, but its trend is not in harmony with the 
dominant northwesterly anticlines in the remainder of Wyoming. 

The widely separated limbs are represented now by such folded 
rocks as those in the Rattlesnake Mountains and at Alkali Butte, 
on the north side, and those at> Happy Springs and Green Moimtain, 
on the south. Large faults occur along the south limb of the an- 
ticline, and in places, especially at Green Moimtain, the formations 
are overturned. These folds and faults about the sides of the Sweet- 
water anticline and much of the granite nucleus are now covered by 
flat-lying strata, either light-colored or variegated, that hide for the 
most part the detail of the anticline. 

1 Hayden, F. V., Exploration of the Yellowstone and Missouri rivers, pp. 77-78, U. S. War Dept., 1800: 
U. 8. OeoK Survey Terr. Fourth Ann. Rept., pp. M-35, 1872. Endllch, F.M., Report on geology of the 
Sweetwater district: U. S. Oeol. and Oeog. Survey Terr. Eleventh Ann. Rept., pp. 3-167, 1870. 
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The sedimentary fonnations from the Cambrian up to but not 
including the Wind River (see stratigraphic section on PI. XXIIT) 
probably once extended in great level beds across the area now occu- 
pied by the Granite Mountains and the Sweetwater Valley, as identical 
formations occur on both sides of the anticline, but with and after 
the upheaval that produced the anticline these beds were gradually 
eroded and for the most part if not entirely removed by streams from 
the crown of the anticline. The pre-Cambrian granite has been carved 
at least 2,000 feet deep, as the Granite Mountains rise that much 
above Sweetwater River, and this amount of dissection added to the 
total thickness of the sedimentary strata removed and the present 
altitude above sea level indicates an upward movement of at least 
20,000 feet. 

As the oil-bearing formations were removed during the upheaval 
of the anticline and before the deposition of the flat-lying light-colored 
rocks, there was and is now no opportunity for oil to migrate from 
them into the flat-lying rocks, as it is thought to have migrated at 
Douglas,* where oil and gas are found in flat-lying beds of the same 
age. Oil and gas, so far as known, have not been obtained commer- 
cially in granite. Because of these conditions the middle of the 
Sweetwater anticline offers no possibilities of oil and gas; 

SHBBP MOUNTAIN ANTICUNE. 

The Sheep Mountain anticline, which is crossed by Beaver Creek, 
lies in the vicinity of Hailey, a roadhouse station some 30 mil^ 
southeast of Lander. This open faulted anticline is short, lying 
mostly between the Big Bend of Twin Creek and Beaver Hill, a dis- 
tance of 13. miles, and is almost as wide as long, but in no respect can it 
be called a dome. The rock strata on the northeast limb dip from 
10® to 90*^, with an average of about 15°, and those on the southwest 
limb 20® to 30®, as shown in figure 17. The outcrop of the inclined 
beds on the northeast side is much broader than that of the beds on 
the southwest, because of the lower dips and the presence of younger 
rocks that are not represented on the southwest side. Though the 
axis trends in general about N. 30® W., it is curved, with the convex 
side toward the southwest, as is shown by the strike of the formations 
involved in the fold. As the axis of the Sheep Mountain anticline 
passes slightly east of the axis of the Little Popo Agie anticline in 
T. 31 N., R. 98 W., but dies out near the Big Bend of Twin Creek, m 
the southeast comer of T. 32 N., R. 98 W., the anticline may be 
considered the generalized southward extension of the folds in the 
Lander oil field.* The axis is inclined and pitches northward, and 

> Bamett, V. H., The Douglas oil and gas field, Converse County, Wyo.: U. S. Oeol. Survey Bull. 541, 
pp. 4»-88, 1914. 

s Woodruff, E. 0., The Lander oil fidd, Fremont County, Wyo.: U. S. Oeol. Survey Bull. 452, pp. »-37, 
1011. 
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as the limbs of the anticline which open toward the granite on the 
Beaver divide are eroded the outcrops of none of the 
formations encircle it. Thrust faults at the south end 
of the anticline and near Sheep Mountain have dis- 
turbed the normal sequence of the rocks, as shown in 
figure 17. Flat-lying variegated rocks to the east and 
north and light-colored rocks to the east and south 
closely limit the visible parts of the anticline, which is 
separated from the folds of the Wind River Mountains 
by a narrow downwarp or syndine. Though the Sheep 
Mountain anticline is only from 9 to 18 miles south- 
east of the Little Popo Agie district of the Lander oil 
field, it probably does not contain important oil pools, 
because it is truncated down to the granite, all the oil- 
bearing formations being exposed. These conditions, 
in the absence of structural terraces or minor anti- 
clines about the main upwarp to trap the oil in wet 
rocks, would allow any oil that was ever present in 
them to escape. No oil seeps were observed on the 
anticline. 

Bia SAND DBAW ANTIOLINB. 



An apparently small anticline 12 miles northeast of 
Hailey is crossed by Big Sand Draw, a tributary of 
Beaver Creek, but no permanent water occurs near 
by. The folded rocks, which outcrop in a strip of 
land 6 miles long by 1 to 2 miles wide in Tps. 32 and 
33 N., R. 95 W., are surroimded by flat-lying yoimger 
varicolored strata. The rock strata, as shown in fig- 
ure 18, dip about 30® on each side of the axis, which 
trends a little west of north. The anticline as ex- 
pressed by the sandstone north of Big Sand Draw is 
apparent, but to the south it is indistinct in the soft 
folded shale that is partly covered with grass. It 
seems from the small part of the anticline exposed 
that its axis pitches to the north and that none of the 
formations involved in the fold at present encircle 
the anticUne. 

So far as can be determined from the outcrops, the 
highest oil-bearing formation of Colorado age in this 
anticline is within reach of the drill, though at least 
2,500 feet in depth. Whether or not oil pools are 
present in the anticline is, however, uncertain. Op- 
portunity occurred before the deposition of the flat- 
lying beds for the oil, if then present, to migrate to ^- ^^ ^- 
the surface and escape. Likewise, since the deposition of the flat-lying 
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beds oil may have migrated upward and accumulated 
in inclined beds abutting against the overlying hori- 
zontal beds or in the base of the horizontal beds. This 
could have taken place only in the area south of the 
exposed part of the anticline. If it is assiuned that 
the axis pitches in both directions and that the dark 
adobe shale exposed south of Big Sand Draw occupies 
the middle of the anticline, thereby tightly closing over 
the oil-bearing sandstone below, this anticline would 
be perhaps the most promising in the entire field, as oil 
pools might be present in the sandstone thus protected. 

ALKALI BUTTE ANTICLINE. 

A northward-pitching, closely folded anticline north 
of the Sweetwater escarpment in the vicinity of Alkali 
Butte and Mount Rogers forms a part of the complex 
folds of the so-called Riverton oil field and is reached 
with least difficulty by a trip of about 15 miles south- 
east from Riverton, a station on the Chicago & North- 
western Railway. The area about Moimt Rogers was 
described by Aughey* as the Beaver oil basin. The 
oil, according to him, is of high grade, of 0.968 specific 
gravity, and of a mahogany color. Mount Rogers is 
sometimes spoken of as being on Oil Mountain Ridge, 
but that name leads to confusion with Oil Mountam, 
in the eastern part of the field, so the name Mount 
Rogers is preferable. 

That part of the northwestward- trending anticline 
which can be seen is narrow and about 15 miles long. 
Its visible part south of Moimt Rogers is shown by the 
closely folded shale and sandstone that pass beneath 
the flat-lying light-colored strata forming the Sweet- 
water escarpment. These sandstones, tilted at angles 
from 30° to 90°, form sharp ridges about 2 miles long 
in a lowland of shale. (See fig. 18.) The sandstones 
dip rather abruptly in the northwest comer of T. 33 N., 
R. 94 W., at an oil seep, and to the north the arch is 
low but is continued in shale to the vicinity of Alkali 
Butte, where less closely folded overlying sandstones 
form the north end of the anticline. The folded strata 
disappear beneath the nearly level varicolored beds 3 
milesnorth of thebutte, some distancenorth of the posi- 
tion sho\^-n by Woodruff and Winchester.' In passing 



> Augh«y, Samuel, Wyoming Territorial Geologist Ann. Rept., 1886, pp. 124-129. 
« Woodruff, E. O., and Winchester, D. E., Coal fields of the Wind River region, Fremont and Natrona 
counties, Wyo.: U. S. GeoL Survey Bull. 4n, pis. 49, 53, 1912. 
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' along the crest or crown of the anticline it will be seen that the fold 
is sinuous but that both ends trend almost due north. The bend in 
the middle offsets the two straight ends about 2 miles, though there is 
no large fault. The axis rises to the south, as is shown by the absence 
of any visible southward-dipping strata. Erosion has left the anti- 
cline incomplete in the sense that it is not encircled by the formations 
involved in the fold. The anticline was developed on the north 
slope of the giant Sweetwater anticline and so is called a slope 
anticline. 

In the northwest comer of T. 33 N., R. 94 W. (undivided town- 
ship), small oil seeps occur in Frontier sands north of Mount Rogers 
and just somth of the place where they dip below the shale. From 
one of the seeps a little west of the axis a film of oil accumulates on 
a pool of stagnant water. On the axis oil escapes from the next 
lower sandstone and remains in little depressions or on wann days 
trickles down the slope of the sandstone. Some black residueindicates 
the drying of the oil as it escapes. The largest seeps are about half 
a mile to the south of the seeps above described and north of Mount 
Rogers, a high, flat-topped hill, on the axis of the anticline, where 
oil oozes from a still lower sandstone (Peay ) and accimiulates in cow 
tracks and other small depressions. Pieces of old rusty machinery 
lying about are signs of a former intention to prospect, possibly that 
of the Omaha Oil & Transportation Co., mentioned by Aughey. 
The record of the well in.the position of theunsurveyed SW. } sec. 29, 
T. 33 N., R. 94 W., on Conant Creek, was not obtained, but seem- 
ingly it was a dry hole. 

A temporarily abandoned well of the Western States Oil Co., 
begun in the summer of 1913, is 2 miles southeast of the oil seeps, in 
the syncline between the Alkali Butte and the Conant Creek anti- 
clines. It is reported that at a depth of 1,300 feet a showing of oil 
was found in sandstone which is certainly the same as that at the oil 
seeps in the sharp ridge at Mount Rogers. 

The Ohio well, drilled in the fall of 1913 a short distance west of 
the axis of the anticline, in the NE. i sec. 2, T. 33 N., R. 94 W., waB 
a dry hole, drilled in dark shale to a depth of 2,930 feet. At a depth 
of 177 feet, in a thin, soft sandstone, a little gas and oil were struck. 
No sand was encountered below 1 ,070 feet, and no water at any depth. 

The Alkali Butte anticline is not regarded as a favorable structure 
for the accumulation of oil and gas, because the upper oil-bearing 
sandstones have been eroded from its crown and because the axis 
rises to the south, so that there is no domed area in which the lower 
oil-bearing sandstones and conglomerates are closed tightly beJow 
shale. In such an anticline, where the sandstones are saturated with 
594W*»— EuU. 641 1— 1 



Digitized 



by Google 



254 CONTKIBUTIONS TO ECOKOMIC GEOLOGY, 1916, PABT n. 

water, any oil or gas once contained in them has presumably had an 
opportimity to escape. The oil seeps described above indicate that 
this process is stUl in operation. There is, however, a chance that an 
oil pool may be found even in spite of these unfavorable conditions. 

CONANT CBBEK ANTICLINE. 

Southwest of Delfelder's ranch, on the heads of Long and Conant 
creeks, is an open complex anticline crossed by the Sweetwater 
escarpment. Small springs of good water are present along its east 
side and south end, and large sulphur springs issue in the southeast 
corner of T. 33 N., R. 94 W., from beds near its axis. The visible 
part of the anticline covers less than two townships and is limited on 
the north and east by flat-lying variegated beds and on the south by 
nearly level light-colored strata. In plan the Conant Creek anticline 
is short, owing in part to overlapping horizontal beds but more to 
the character of the fold; its axis is sinuous and pitches only in 
one direction. It has, as shown in figure 18 (p. 252), a wide north- 
east limb and a narrow west limb. Its complexity is due to three 
minor folds on the main antichne and to faults. One of the minor 
folds, which has dips of 18** to 29° and pitches away from the main 
anticline, is on the east side in the northwest comer of T. 32 N., R. 
93 W.; another occurs at Sulphur Springs, and still another to the 
south, which is crossed near the middle by the Sweetwater escarp- 
ment. The last two, whose axes are slightly offset, are separated by 
a branch of Conant Creek and really make a large part of the main 
anticline. The dips on the east flank of the south fold range from 
12° to SS"" and those on the west flank from 8° to 20°. Small faults 
occur at the north end of the south fold, and a large strike fauli 
on the west limb of the northernmost fold possibly finnishes oppor 
tunity for the escape of the water at Sulphur Springs. The offsetting 
of the formations in the north-central part of T. 32 N., R. 93 W.. 
is more probably due to a fault than to an acute fold, though this 
is not evident from the manner of grouping formations on the 
map (PI. XXIII). 

In the general syncline between the Conant Creek and Alkali Butte 
anticlines there is a small, slightly arched anticline that pitches north- 
ward like those on each side. This fold, the Big Sand Draw and 
Alkali Butte anticlines, and the minor folds of the Conant Creek 
anticline resemble in shape and position the fingers of a hand. 

A cross section through the anticline near Sulphur Springs (see 
fig. 18) displays dips of 32° to 65° on the narrow west limb, which is 
less than a mile vnde, and dips of 30° to 47° in the same strata on the 
northeast limb. The outcrop of these beds on the west limb is about 
2i miles wide, but that on the east limb is about 8 miles widoj the 
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greater width being due in part to low dips, but more to the presence 
of a great thickness of beds that are not found on the west limb or 
in the syncline between the Alkali Butte and Conant Creek anticlines- 
Viewed lengthwise the anticline shows a great thickness of beds dip- 
ping northward but no corresponding beds dipping southward. The 
absence of southward dips indicates the deep erosion which the anti- 
cline has suffered, also that it is a slope anticline. The anticline 
seems to end about 3 miles north of Sulphur Springs, as the massive 
sandstones along the north side of T. 33 N., R. 94 W., are not notice- 
ably affected by the fold. 

The Conant Creek anticline is not a favorable fold for the accumu- 
lation of oil and gas, because all the oil-bearing formations are stripped 
from its crest and even though minor folds are present they involve 
mostly the older formations, which generally are not oil bearing. Thus 
in no part of the anticline are the Cretaceous oil-bearing sandstones 
tightly sealed beneath shale in su^h a maimer as to lead to the reten- 
tion of oil and gas in the presence of water. 

BTTCK SPBINGS ANTICLINE. 

An anticline is indicated by a small area of tilted sandstone beds 
surrounded by flat-lying variegated strata at Buck Springs, in T. 34 
N., Rs. 92 and 93 W., 4 miles east of Delfelder's ranch. In plan the 

Buck Springs anticline 




FiGUBE 19.— Section through the Buck Springs anticline, Wyp. 

visible part of the anticline is arrow-shaped, pointing northwest, and 
the corresponding beds on both sides dip away from the axis about 
12** or less, as indicated in figure 19. Viewed lengthwise the anticline 
shows only northwestward-dipping beds, and this fact, considered 
with near-by exposures of the same beds that are involved in the 
arch, indicates an inclined axis or a slope anticline. 

The relation of the Buck Springs anticline to other anticlines in its 
vicinity is purely speculative, because of the surrounding flat-lying 
beds. However, it is reasonably certain that there is a fault trending 
northeast from a point near the sharp bend of Long Creek possibly 
to the southwest comer of T. 34 N., R. 92 W. No definite fault plane 
is visible, its presence being inferred by the offset in position of the 
outcrop of some of the older formations in the Conant Creek anticline. 
The map, on which the many formations involved in the folds are 
combined into only three groups, does not adequately indicate the 
amount of 'the offset. 
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The Buck Springs antidine is not attractive as oil territory, becaiue 
the oil-bearing Frontier formation is beyond easy reach of the 
^^^f lying at a depth of more than 4,000 feet, and because of the pitch 
of the axis as outlined aboTe. 

DXTTTON AimOUNB. 

An open northward-pitching slope anticline is situated in what is 
known as Dutton Basin, north of the Sweetwater escarpment, 6 miles 
west of the north end of the Rattlesnake Mountains and from 12 to 
25 miles south of Moneta, a station on the Chicago & Northwestern 
Railway. This locality has been referred to in short notes by Aughey^ 
and Ricketts ' as the Dutton oil basin, and later described by Knight * 
and by Woodruff and Winchester ^ as the termination of an anticlinal 
fold. The part of the anticline not coTered by flat-lying yariegated 
beds is short and about one-third as wide as long. The southern part 
is marked by northward-conyerging sandstone ridges, so that in plan 
the formations or contour lines drawn on a particiilar bed resemble 
a series of nesting V's opening to the southeast. None of the beds 
involyed in the fold at present entirely encircle the anticline, and 
yiewed from the side it shows a series of northwestward-dipping beds 
and an inclined axis. 

The west limb is narrow, with the beds dipping 20° to 45°; on the 
broad east limb the same beds dip 12° to 33°. (See fig. 20.) The 

Outton anticline 




FiouRB ao.^8ectioa through the DuttOQ anticline, Wyo. 

higher and younger beds inyolyed in the fold on the east limb are not 
repeated on the west limb, being absent because of the oblique angle 
which the axis makes with that of the giant Sweetwater anticline 
and because they haye been eroded away. Erosion has stripped all 
the possible oil-bearing formations from the crest or crown of the 
anticline, and it is probable that truncation cut down ey^i to the 
granite prior to the deposition of the flat-ljring beds. 

The formations on the west limb of the anticline probably join 
with the same formations exposed near the head of Muskrat Creek 
and farther west with those on Conant Creek, as indicated on the 
map (PI. XXIII) by the dashed line under the stippled pattern. The 
northward-dipping beds in Tps. 32 and 33 N., R. 91 W., on Muskrat 

1 Aoghey, Samuel, Wyoming Territorial OedoKist Ann. Kept., 1886, p. 12B. 

* Ricketts, L. D., Wyoming Territorial Geologist Ann. Kept., 1888, p. 35. 

• Knl^t, W. C, Wyoming Univ. School of Mines, Petroleom ser.. Boll. 4, pp. 14-19, 1901. 

4 Woodruff, B. O., and Winchester, D. E., Coal fields of the Wind Blver rcgiaD, Fremont mod Natrona 
CoimtieB, Wyo.: U. S. Oeol. Survey Bull. 471, p. 661, pi. 49, 1919. 
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Creek, are a part of the north limb of the giant Sweetwater anticline. 
Likewise, those on the east limb of the Dutton anti- 
cline probably join the same formations at the north 
end of the Rattlesnake Mountains. The Dutton 
anticline is separated from the Rattlesnake anti- 
cline by a shallow syncline occupied by Deer Creek 
and extending south past Black Moimtain to the 
head of Dry Creek. (See fig. 21.) 

The Dutton anticline is conmionly spoken of as 
the Dutton Basin oil field, but like the ^^ Riverton oil 
field" it does not deserve the name. Oil seeps are 
rare and there are (June, 1916) no producing oil 
wells. The small outcrop of Tensleep sandstone in 
sec. 13, T. 33 N., R. 90 W., is saturated with oil, but i 
the seeps mentioned by Knight * as occurring in the | 
Dakota sandstone, ' ' Niobrara sandstone ' ' [probably ! 
Frontier], and Tertiary beds were not foimd. Near i 
the apex of the converging sandstone ridges there i 
are some bog holes from which a small quantity of { 
bad water issues, but no oil was seen. About small j 
vents in these places an occasional gas bubble es- | 
capes, and there is a distinct odor of hydrogen sul- j 
phide. The field has been prospected recently by 
numerous assessment weUs and in the early days by \ 
pits. A well drilled on the axis, about a mile north 
of the apex of the united hogback ridges of the two 
flanks of the fold, obtained a showing of oil and gas. 
The casing was still in the hole at the time of the 
writer's examination, and water stood only a few 
feet below its top. A small amount of gas was be- 
ing given off, and a sample of heavy dark-brown 
oil was obtaiaed from the top of the water. The oil 
probably came from the Wall Creek sand, as the 
well is reported to have been drilled to a depth of 
about 1,060 feet. It was not analyzed. 

Because any oil or gas which may have been con- 
tained in the formations has had ample chance to 
escape from their truncated edges during the erosion 
periods preceding and following the deposition of 
the fiat-lying beds, and also because of the meager 
showing of oil seeps, it seems improbable that any 
considerable amount of oil has been conserved in 
this much eroded anticline. Small quantities may 
be entrapped where the oil-bearing formations abut 



1 Knight, W. C, op. dt., pp. 14-18. 
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against the flat-lying beds, but eTen this 
bility seems remote. 

BATTIiESNAKS AHTICUNS (P). 

The fold of the isolated Rattlesnake MoxmtAins 
is about 50 miles west of Casper and 15 miles 
southwest of Waltman. The northwest end is anti- 
clinal and faulted, as shown in figure 21, whereas 
from Wallace Creek southeast to Horse Creek the 
strata dip for the most part in one direction (north- 
east) and are disturbed by large intrusive masses, 
as shown in figure 22. The range has a length of 
about 25 miles, tr^ids about N. 45° W., and paral- 
lels most of the anticlines in the area. Viewed 
broadly, it is a deeply eroded anticline resting on 
the granitic rocks of the Sweetwater Valley and 
formed on the northern limb of the giant Sweet- 
water anticline. Enight' considered the range as 
due to a great overthrust fault and shows the fold 
as a large monocline — ^that is, a fold in which \he 
strata all dip one way — and Trumbull,* appar- 
ently following Enight, also considered it a mono- 
cline, but a map by Darton ' shows a vestige of 
a southwest limb at the north end. Along the 
northeast side of the mountains are the Big- 
horn, Rattlesnake, and Arago oil basins of some 
writers. 

In plan the visible part of the fold is about one- 
third as wide as long and is encroached upon on 
all sides by the overlapping horizontal white and 
variegated beds deposited during and after the 
principal period of deformation. These level beds 
conceal the true relation of the Alcova and Dut- 
ton anticlines to the folds in the Rattlesnake 
Mountains. The outcrops of the formations in- 
volved in the folds of the Rattlesnake Mountains 
occur, in plan, in parallel bands with a south- 
westward-bending hook at the north end. At both 
ends they pass under younger flat beds. The nor- 
mal dip and strike of the strata have been dis- 
turbed by late intrusive rocks, as shown in figure 22. 



O O o o ' Knight, W. C, op. dt., p. 21. 

r^ <D fti if t TrumbuD, L. W., Prospectivt ofl fields: Wyoming Geol. Survey Boll. ^ 

pp. 9-10, 1913; li^t-oil fields or Wyoming: Wyoming Geol. Sorvey Bull. 12, p. 125, 1M«. 
• DartOQ, N. H., Paleosoic and If esosoic of central Wyoming: Oeol. Soc. America Boll., vol. 19, pi- ^ 
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This probably explains a small shallow syncline between ArthmvPeak 
and Devils Saddle, in T. 32 N., Rs. 86 and 87 W. Large masses of 
intrusive porphyritic andesite form Garfield Peak, Arthur Peak, 
Devils Saddle, and Goat Mountain. The large white mineral in the 
porphyry is ohgoclase-albite and the large black ones alkah pyroxenes. 
Smaller masses of the same rock are found also at many other places, 
shown on Plate XXIII. The sedimentary rocks surroxmding these 
igneous rocks usually dip away from the intruded mass, but not xm- 
commonly they are overturned and dip toward it. 

A transverse section through the range south of the J E ranch and 
from Black Mountain to Wallace Creek (fig. 21) shows only a few beds 
dipping at low angles into the Deer Creek syncUne, but east of the 
granite core these beds, as well as those which are shown by cross 
hatching on the map, dip about 45** E., and many "others, mostly those 
not indicated by a pattern on the map, dip east at angles of 25** or 
more for a distance of over 6 miles. North of this section the beds on 
the west limb of the fold dip 37® or more, and in sees. 14, 24, and 25, 
T. 34 N., R. 89 W., a minor short syncUne is developed on the main 
fold, as is shown on the map by the indentation of the cross-hatched 
area. A similar section through Arthur Peak (fig. 22) shows only 
eastward-dipping strata, tilted at angles of 16® to 40®, which grad- 
ually flatten and pass imder the nearly level variegated beds and into 
the F L syndine on the east. The higher dips in general occur along 
the hogbacks forming the foothills of the mountains (the outer part 
of the area indicated by cross-hatching on the map). 

The range viewed lengthwise along the sxmimit displays from the 
southeast for 15 miles a granite and schist base, partly veneered with 
flat strata, which are here and there distorted by late intrusions. The 
folded sedimentary formations at the northwest end of the mountains 
dip on an average about 24® N. for a distance of 8 miles and then pass 
beneath the horizontal variegated beds. 

It is possible that near the head of Horse Creek there is along the 
southwest side of the mountains a northwestward-trending fault. A 
lai^e fault here, which was assumed by Knight * to connect with the 
alleged large f aidt at Alcova, is highly problematic, but credence is 
lent to this assumption by the fact that a large warm spring in sec. 35, 
T. 32 N., R. 86 W., issues from the supposed fault plane. Probably 
there is no fault of great magnitude at this place, for there is no marked 
offset of the formations near Deer Creek, in T. 34 N., R. 89 W., and 
the south end of the supposed f aidt near Alcova is not evident. There 
is, however, in T. 33 N., R. 88 W., at the north end of the Rattlesnake 
Moimtains, a fault a few miles in length, but no further positive evi- 
dence was seen of such a large f aidt as would be necessary to account 

1 Knight, W. C op. dt., p. 21. 
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for the absence in the Sweetwater VaJley, southwest of the Rattle- 
snake Mountains, of the older as well as the younger folded foima^ 
tions that are present on the northeast side of the mountains. The 
formations probably once extended across Sweetwater Valley and hare 
been eroded, because all of them having similar characteristics are 
found at Whiskey Peak and Green Mountain in Tps. 27 and 28 N., 
Rs.89and90W. 

The indications of oil found at many places in the Rattlesnake 
Mountains are confined chiefly to the conglomerate (see section on 
PI. XXni) in the lower part of the Cretaceous and to the Dakota. 
These have been described by Aughey, Ricketts, Knight, and Trum- 
bull in the papers already cited. At the Lew Smith spring, in sec. 
26, T. 32 N., R. 86 W., a very small quantity of dark asphaltum 
issues from the bottom of a ravine in the flat-lying beds. It originates 
in either the conglomerate or the sandstone (Dakota), which are 
only a few feet below the surface. Southwest of Oil City, where the 
same conglomerate is more extensively saturated, a dark asphaltiun 
oozes from its outcrop. A small outcrop of a higher sandstone 
(Frontier) in this vicinity, in the SE. J SE. J sec. 8, T. 32 N., R. 86 W., 
shows traces of oil. Between this locaUty and Grarfield Peak no oil 
was found, but north of the peak, on Wallace Creek and on small 
draws cutting the uptmned rocks in the hogback ridges from sec. 
28, T. 33 N., R. 87 W., to sec. 34, T. 34 N., R. 88 W., the same con- 
glomerate and sandstones as are foimd farther south are saturated 
with oil, and from seeps along the creek valleys dark asphaltum 
accumulates to considerable depth over many square rods. In this 
district there are traces of oil in all the formations from the Chug- 
water to the Dakota, also in the Frontier, and even the Teapot 
sandstone at Phayles Reef, in sees. 4, 5, and 9, T. 33 N., R. 87 W., 
is saturated with oil. The indications of oil are less and less pro- 
noimced toward the north end of the mountains, where there are no 
showings whatever. 

The exact location of the two wells of the Central Association of 
Wyoming, drilled 700 and 900 feet deep, which passed through the 
''Fox Hills" [Frontier] and obtained some light oil, and of the one 
sunk by the Northwestern Oil Co. in September, 1887, which also 
obtained some light oil and water at 480 feet in the ''Fox Hills" 
[Frontierl, is not recorded ^ imless, as seems probable, they are the 
ones shown by Enight in sec. 34 and in sec. 28 or 29, T. 34 N., 
R. 88 W. 

Two other shallow wells have been drilled along the mountains, 
one 1,130 feet deep at Oil City, which struck only a sUght showing of 
oil at a depth of 500 feet, and one near the west qxiarter comer (A 
sec. 20, T. 33 N., R. 87 W., which obtained a showing of oil and gas. 

1 Aughey, Samuel, op. dt., p. 134. Ricketts, L. W., op. dt., p. 35. Knight, W. C, op. dt., p. 28,map. 
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During the summer of 1913 some prospecting was done with Star 
rigs along the east side of the momitains, but no oil was obtained. 

The Rattlesnake ietnticline is xiot considered favorable for the 
serration of oil and gas, because none of the oil-bearing format}^ 
are closed tightly below thick shale beds in anticlinal folds, 
fact that oil escapes from the outcrops of the formations along the 
east flank of the mountains seems to signify that most of the oil has 
been forced by water pressure to the outcropping edges of the forma- 
tions, so that little remains in them at present, and wells drilled 
down the dip from the outcrop may be expected to strike plenty of 
water. It is not considered that the outcrops of these more or less 
saturated sandstones and conglomerate are so clogged with oxidized 
oil and asphalt as to make them reservoirs for oil down the dip, as 
occurs in some of the California fields.' This unfavorable view of 
the significance of such seeps is supported by the fact that the beds 
dip rather uniformly along the whole front of the mountains except 
in the area affected by the Wallace Creek dome ( ?), so that no struc- 
tural terraces or minor anticUnes occur. 

WALLACE CBEEK I>OHE(7). 

A fold somewhat resembling a dome occurs in T. 34 N., R. 87 W., 
far out on the northeastward-sloping beds involved in the upturned 
limb of the Rattlesnake anticline or along the west limb of' the F L 
syncline, according to the viewpoint of the individual. The syncline 
has been referred to as the Powder River syncline.^ Wallace Creek, 
a tributary of Powder River, has eroded the flat-lying variegated 
beds from most of the township and displayed older folded rocks, 
which show dips of 3° to 10° or in some places 17**. In a section 
taken in a N. 45° E. direction across the northwestern part of the 
township there are strata dipping southwest as well as northeast, 
but in one taken in a similar direction through the dome and along 
the creek only eastward-dipping beds occur. A low arch is present in 
a section taken in a northwesterly direction. The folding seemingly 
did not progress sufficiently to form a complete dome, as there are no 
southwest dips along the south side of T. 34 N., R. 87 W. 

The Wallace Creek dome ( t) is less attractive than some other areas 
as a possible oil reservoir, because the proved oil-bearing formations 
are too deep to be reached easily by the drill. The highest sandstone 
showing oil in the region is the one saturated with oil at Phayles 
Reef, in sees. 4, 5, and 9, T. 33 N., R. 87 W. It is at least 4,000 

1 Arnold, Ralph, and Anderson, Roberti Qeology and oil resources of the Coallnga dlstrlcti Cal.: U. 8. 
Geol. Survey BuU. 398, pp. 187-180, 1910. 

* Woodruff, E. a., and Winchester, D. E., Coal fields of the Wind Riyer ngUm, Framaot and Natrona 
countlflB, Wyo.: U. 8. Geol. Survey BuU. 471, p. 663, pis. 49, 66^ 1913. 
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feet and perhaps much more below the surface. Before the Wal- 
lace Creek dome (?) Is finaUy condemned as oil territory, a well should 
be drilled deep enough to test this sandstone. If a test well is to 
be drilled, preparations should be made to go 6,000 feet or more if 
necessary.^ 

The Franco-American well, in sec. 16, T. 34 N., R. 87 W., though 
not completed when the area was examined, struck no oil. The 
well was sunk more than 2,000 feet and may have reached well into 
the Lance formation. 

It is interesting to note that the largest showings of oil in the up- 
turned beds along the Rattlesnake Moimtains are almost directly 
opposite the dome on Wallace Creek and that the heavily saturated 
Phayles Reef hes in the intervening area, but it is impossible to say 
whether or not this intervening area contains a body of oil. 

ALCOVA ANTICLINE. 

The town of Alcova is about 30 miles up North Platte River from 
Casper, in the midst of an area of folded rocks that have been ex- 
posed by the erosion of the river. The fold at Alcova may be con- 
sidered as the southward-pitching end of an anticline that is paralleled 
on the east by the F L syncline and on the west by a narrow syncline 
and farther west by a monocline resting on the granitic nucleus of the 
giant Sweetwater anticline. The Alcova antidine is believed to be 
a part of the limb of the large Sweetwater fold. 

The geology at Alcova has been briefly described by Knight,* who 
shows the tilted beds as a faulted monocline.^ In a later paper' he 
refers to the fault as the Fremont thrust fault. The stratigraphy of 
this locahty has been described briefly by Darton,* who shows the 
folds as a faulted anticline and monocUne. 

The visible part of the unsymmetrical anticline is about 16 miles 
long by about 7 miles wide, and it trends about N. 60® 'W. In pass- 
ing along the southeastward-pitching axis from the northwest comer 
of T. 30 N., R. 83 W., through the Hot vSprings goi^e to the vicinity 
of the southeast comer of T. 30 N., R. 82 W., successively higher or 
yoimger rocks are encountered. The strata on the broad northeast 
limb dip on an average 10®, whereas those oh the narrow southwest 
limb dip as much as 60®, as shown in figure 23. 

The formations involved in the fold at first sight seem to be re- 
peated by faulting, because the broad band of red rocks (Chugwater 
formation) on which Alcova is located is apparently repeated farther 

> Trumbull, L. W., Prospective oil field at Upton, Buck Creek, Rattlesnake Mountains, and Labsrge: 
Wyoming Geol. Survey Bull. 5, p. 10, 1913. 

* Knight, W. C, Artesian basins of Wyominir: Wyoming Univ. Bull. 45, p. 236, 1900. 

* Knight, W. C, Wyoming Univ. School of Mines, Petroleum ser., BuU. 4, p. 21, 1901. 

* Darton, N. H., Paleosoic and MesosQic of central Wyoming: Qeol. Soc. America Bull., Yd. 19, PP* 
40&-488, pi. 21, 1908. 
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up the North Platte by the allied Fremont thrust fault, as shown 
by Knight and Darton, but on closer inspection it ^ m o» 

is found that the formations from the Chugwater 2 1 o 

up to the Niobrara may be traced continuously 
from the east limb of the anticline aroimd the point 
of the fold and along the west limb, except where 
they are covered by flat-lying beds, as just west of 
the river, and connected with the same formations 
in the monocline below the Pathfinder dam. The 
traces of these formation boimdaries are of the form 
of very much depressed Z's. The formations have 
been somewhat compressed on the west limb of the 
Alcova anticline, for even though the beds are on 
edge west of Hot Springs and along the Devils 
Gardens, there is scarcely sufficient width of out- 
crop to accommodate the normal thickness of the 
formations. It is possible that there are some small 
strike faults along the crushed zone that represent 
the southeastward dying out of the large fault on 
the southwest side of the Rattlesnake Moimtains 
assiuned by Knight. A small normal fault trending 
southwest about 4 miles northwest of Alcova and 
3 miles east of the Childress ranch, offsets the forma- 
tions about 200 feet. 

The exact relation of the folds at Alcova to those 
in the Rattlesnake Moimtains, on the northwest, or 
those in the Freezeout Hills, on the south, is ob- 
scured by the unconformable flat-lying beds. The 
strike of the beds in the Rattlesnake Mountains is 
in harmony with the strike of the beds at Alcova, 
and as the formations are the same in each area, 
they probably join beneath the flat-lying beds. The 
broken line beneath the stippled pattern on the 
xnap indicates such a connection. The intervening 
distance is about 12 miles, and it is assumed that 
truncated edges of the formations from Cambrian 
to Fort Union abut against the flat-lying beds. It 
is possible that where the formations that show 
large seeps of oil along the front of the Rattlesnake 
Moimtains abut against the level beds these over- 
l}nng beds may act as a trap, and oil pools may have 
formed either in the sands below or in the level beds 
themselves, but it is beUeved that no large pools 
may be expected here. 

The area immediately about Alcova apparently 
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has no future as oil territory, because the anticline is eroded below 
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all the oil-bearing formations, allowing easy escape of oil and gas 
from the outcrop and leaving no favorable places for pools to be 
formed. No oil seeps were seen about Alcova, and the well drilled 
several years ago in sec. 26, T. 30 N., R. 83 W., 2 miles above the 
village, was a dry hole. Its location is in the syncline between 
the Alcova anticline and the monocline to the west and is in as un> 
favorable a site for a test well as could have been selected. 

BATES HOLE ANTICLINB. 

The anticline in Tps. 30 and 31 N., R. 81 W., m the middle of the 
Bates Hole country, is a small upwarp trending approximately N. 
45^ W. It lies a short distance northeast of the folded rocks at 
Alcova, south of the Goose Egg anticline, and immediately west of 
the highly folded and faulted rocks of the Laramie Mountains. It 
ia in line with the axis of the F L syncline, which hes west of the 
Pine dome and Oil Mountain anticline. The axis of the Bates Hole 
antichne pitches at both ends at low angles and has a sag a short 
distance north of the south township line of T. 31 N., R. 81 W., 
making two unequal parts, of which the larger is the broad southern 
portion of the anticline, in the northeast comer of T. 30 N., R. 81 W., 
and the smaller the narrow northern portion of the anticline, in the 
southwest comer of T. 31 N., R. 81 W. A small strike faidt, not 
shown on Plate XXIII, occurs south of the middle of the anticline. 
The anticline has a narrow west limb in which the bods dip from 70** 
to 90° and a broad east limb in which the same beds dip less than 40°. 

West of the small nortli end of the Bates Hole anticline and sepa« 
rated from it by a narrow syncline is a small dome or short simple 
anticline covering less than a square mile. The dips in the encir- 
cling sandstone ridges that indicate its presence are about 50° on 
all sides. 

In this small dome and also in the north end of the main anticline 
the Dakota sandstone is from 500 to 800 feet below the surface. 
The Tensleep sandstone is less than 1,500 feet below the surface in 
the middle of the southern part of the anticline. Because of the 
presence of this and other sands which yield oil or show indications 
of it in other localities, there is a possibihty that the Bates Hole 
anticline may contain oil or gas. No indications of oil, however, 
were found on it at the surface. 

GOOSE EGG ANTICLINE. 

The faulted anticlinal fold of the Casper Range, a part of the giant 
fold of the Laramie Mountains, enters the southeast comer of this 
field in T. 32 N., R. 81 W., and structurally terminates in the anti- 
cline forming Goose* Egg Mountain, a small outlier separated from 
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the main range by North Platte River.* The mountain rises about 
1,000 feet above the river. 

The Groose Egg anticline as expressed in plan consists of a series 
of nesting V-shaped lines representing structure contours or even 
contacts of formations that open toward the Laramie Mountains 
and point westward. Its axis, sloping down from the giant anti- 
cline of the Laramie Mountains, pitches at a fairly high angle and 
trends a little south of west, at a considerable angle to the axes of the 
surrounding anticlines. (See PI. XXIII.) The Casper fault,* which 
brings the granite to the surface in the Laramie Mountains, and the 
Emigrant Gap anticline limit the Goose Egg anticline on the north- 
east. As viewed in a north-south cross section near the highest 
part of the mountain the strata on the south flank of the anticline 
dip from 16° or possibly less to 21°, as shown in figure 24, but north 
of the axis in a narrow crushed zone they dip at very much higher 
angles and are even overturned. North of the highly tilted beds 
the dips decrease rapidly and the strata flatten, forming the large 



Goose E93 anticline 




Figure 24.— Section through the Goose Egg anticline, Wyo. 

bulge or arc on the north side of the anticline, as indicated in Pla'te 
XXIII. 

The Goose Egg anticline is not considered favorable for the accu- 
mulation of oil and gas, because all the oil-bearing formations are 
exposed at the surface except the Tensleep sandstone, which is only 
a few feet below the river. This probably is water-logged even on 
the crown of the anticline, for a large spring that is used to irrigate 
about 1,000 acres of Bessemer Flats issues from the base of the 
Chugwater formation in the crest of the anticline. 

IRON CREBK ANTICLINE. 

The Iron Creek anticline occupies a small area in the northwest 
comer of T. 32 N., R. 82 W., where its crest is shown by inclined 
sandstone beds that form encircling ridges about an inner shale 
basin, and each sandstone is in turn surrounded by a shale valley.* 

» Hayden, F. V., U. S. Oeol. Survey Terr. Fourth Ann. Kept., pp. 25-28, 1872. 

*Hayden, F. V., idem. Darton, N. H., Paleozoic and Mesozoic of central Wyoming: Oeol. Soc. 
America Boll., vol. 19, pi. 21, 1908; Prelhninary report on the geology and underground water resources 
of the central Great Plains: U. S. Geol. Survey Prof. Paper 32, pp. 53^55, 1905. Bamett,V. H., Possi- 
billtiee of oil in the Big Muddy dome, Converse and Natrona cotmties, Wyo.: U. S. Oeol. Survey Bull. 
581, pp. 105-117, 1915. Spencer, A. C, The Atlantic gold district and North Laramie Mountains, Wyo.: 
U. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 628, pi. 4, 1916. 

» Hayden, F. V., op. dt., p. 28. 
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It is the fold connecting the Oil Mountain and Goose Egg anticlines, 
like the Oil Mountain anticline, it trends northwest, but it is nearly 
at right angles with the Goose Egg anticline. The strata on the 
north end of the Iron Creek anticline dip 42® ; those on the south end 
only 11°. The strata on the east side dip from 20° to 60° and the 
same beds on the west side from 31° to 62°, as shown in figure 25. 
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Figure 25.— Section through the Iron Creek aDticline, Wyo. 

The fold is ideal for the accumulation of oQ and gas in wet rocks, 
but only the drill will show whether or not oil, gas, or water occurs in 
the Cretaceous sands below the Frontier sandstones, or in tihe con- 
glomerate, sealed below impervious shale. 

OIL HOTTNTAm ANTICIINE. 

The Oil Mountain anticline, in Tps. 32 and 33 N., R. 82 W., a httle 
over 15 miles west of Casper, is a small unsymmetrical fold, whose 
middle portion is indicated by concentric shale valleys and sandstone 
and conglomerate ridges that rise considerably above the surrounding 
country. The lower and outer portions of the flanks of the anticline, 
formed of soft shale, are less conspicuous than the inner portion, where 
the sandstones are exposed . The strata of the west limb dip rather uni- 
formly at angles of 29° to 46° close to the mountain, but farther west 
the dips are as great as 80°; those on the east limb dip only 7° out on 
the flanks, but are vertical or even overturned close to the axis. The 
axis pitches abruptly southward and gently northward. (See fig. 26. ) 
A strike faidt with a throw of over 1,000 feet repeats the outcrop 
of some of the formations northwest of Oil Mountain, and the oil 
spring in sec. 28, T. 33 N., R. 82 W., is on the fault plane. East 
of the fault the rocks dip at low angles (3° to 9°) and show a marked 
flattening of the anticline in sees. 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, and 21, T. 33 N., 
R. 82 W., as indicated in figure 27. Tliis flattening lies mostly south 
of Poison Spider Creek and presumably is the ''pecuHar U-shaped 
fault'' of Knight.^ 

At the oil spring in sec. 28 heavy dark oil accumulates on water in 
an old prospect pit. The ground about the spring is slightly satu- 
rated and pieces of asphaltum he on the surface. The oil possibly 
comes from the Lower Cretaceous conglomerate, which is only a few 
feet below the surface on the west side of the fault plane. 

The Tensleep sandstone lies about 1,500 feet below the surface on 
the crest of the Oil Moxmtain antichne, and the Lower Cretaceous 

» Knight, W. C, Wyoming Univ. School of Mines, Petroleum ser., Bull. 4, pp. 83-35, 1901. 
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conglomerate is only a short distance below the surface just west of 
the fault plane in sec. 28. These two locaUties, which are the mi*^: 
favorable for the retention of oil because of their position in the aiiii- 
cline and because some of the oil-bearing sands are sealed in the be(!> 
imderlying them, should be tested before the CHI Mountain anticline 
is condemned as nonoil land. 

MDrOB ANTICLINES BBTWBBN POISON. SPIDBB CBBEK AND TEE 
SOUTH FORK OF CA8PBB CBBBSL 

Between Poison Spider Creek and the south fork of Casper Ct^ iw 
there are three minor anticUnes on the general anticline which ex- 
tends from the Pine dome to Oil Mountain. These folds when con:- 
pared with the Pine dome and the Oil Mountain anticline are small 
in area as well as in degree of deformation and topographic efft-*:. 
They are separated from one another by transverse sags develofK?J 
on the main anticline, as shown in figure 26. The northemmosi of 
the three minor anticUnes is about 4 miles long, and the same stma 
on both sides of it dip about equally at angles ranging from 15° to 30". 
The middle one is about 3 miles long; the strata on the west side dip 
from 7° to 60°, but those on the east aide only from 3° to 24°. The 
southernmost of the three is very small, being less than a mile long. 
The strata on the east side dip from 6° to 49° and those on the vest 
10°. The dip of 49° on the east side is exceptionally steep. 

These minor antichnes doubtless have afforded opportunities for 
the accxmiulation of oil and gas, but whether they still contain oil 
and gas can not be determined with certainty prior to actual drilling. 
The two wells already drilled are near the axis of the general fold 
extending from the Pine dome to the Oil Mountain anticline, but in 
the cross sag between the Oil Mountain anticline and the minor anti- 
clines. One of these, the Guthery well, 960 feet deep, in the SE. 1 
SE. i sec. 18, T. 33 N., R. 82 W., is reported to have obtained a shov- 
ing of oU. The Ohio well, in the NW. J SE. J sec. 18, T. 33 Xv 
R. 82 W., obtained showings of oil in the Dakota sandstone, the 
Lower Cretaceous conglomerate, and the Morrison formation, but 
foimd the Tensleep sandstone, at a depth of 2,715 feet, water-logged. 
Those sands, which are all scaled below impervious shales in the 
crowns of the anticUnes, should bo properly tested by the drill before 
the anticlines' are finally condemned as of no value for oil. The drv 
holes do not necessarily prove that the anticUnes do not contain oil, 
for many dry holes are driUed in and about any proved oil field, 

PINE DOME. 

The Pine dome, a large faulted dome forming Pine Mountain, 25 
miles northwest of Casper, lies just south of the railroads and covers 
most of Tps. 34 and 35 N., Rs. 83 and 84 W. The dome is moderately 
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arched and shows fairly steep dips about the sides, but in a large 
area on the crest or top the strata lie almost flat. (See figs. 27 and 
28.) The dome is limited on the east by the syncline between it 
and the Emigrant Gap anticline. On the northwest a wide cross 
sag south of Powder River station separates it from the Cottonwood 
Creek anticline, and a cross sag at South Casper Creek limits it on the 
south side from the minor anticlines north of Poison Spider Creek. 
The flat-lying variegated beds reach up on its west side. 

This moderately arched dome forms the north end of a com- 
pound anticline that extends from Pine Mountain to Oil Mountain, 
trends N. 45° W., and parallels the Rattlesnake and Emigrant Gap 
anticlines. The general fold on which the Pine dome and Oil Moun- 
tain anticline arc developed is one of the connecting folds between the 
giant anticlines of the Laramie and Bighorn Mountains, the other 
connecting fold being the Emigrant Gap anticline. The distance 
between the most northerly beds of the Pine dome and the most 
southerly beds of the Cottonwood Creek anticline, a fold situated 
upon the south limb of the Bighorn Mountain uplift, is but 3 miles. 
The relations of the dome to the Laramie uplift on the south are 
even closer. 

The dips on the north, east, and south sides of the dome are low, 
ranging from 6° to 24°, but those on the southwest, west, and north- 
west are from 11° to 90° and some of the strata on the west side 
are even overturned as much as 22°. Because of these high dips 
the resistant sandstone and hard shale beds fonur about the dome 
oncircling hogback ridges that are in places impassable, and the beds 
of soft shale between the sandstone give rise to narrow valleys that 
with the sandstone ridges are continuous around the dome except 
where all are faulted out on the west side, as shown in figure 28, 
or are cut by small dry canyons heading in the mountain. An 
overthrust fault on the west side has a throw of about 2,000 feet, 
' and a similar fault on the northwest side has a throw of about 800 feet. 

No oil seeps were seen in the Pine dome, though it is reported that 
oil has been gathered from a tunnel in sec. 27, T. 35 N., R. 84 W. 
When this tunnel was visited some dirty black water was flowing 
from it, but no traces of oil were seen. The Pine Dome Oil Co. is re- 
ported to have brought in during the summer of 1914 a 2,000,000- 
foot gas well on the east side of the mountain in sec. 36, T. 35 N., 
R. 84 W., close to the crest of the dome, and just below the gas water 
was obtained, presumably in the Tensleep sandstone, which is entirely 
sealed in this dome. The Cretaceous sandstones are all eroded from 
the crest, and consequently if oil in commercial quantities exists here 
it must be sought in older rocks, such as the Carboniferous. This 
question can be determined only by drilling. 
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ANTIOUNS SOUTHWEST OF POWDBB BIVBB STATION. 

About 2i miles southwest of Powder River station is a small open 
anticline involving at the surface the coal-bearing rocks that form 
prominent curved ridges of sandstone. Like other anticlines in (his 
area it trends northwest. The axis presumably pitches at low angles 
at both ends, even though no formation completely encircles the 
anticline. The arch is limited on the east by a shallow syncline * 
that occurs between it and the Pine dome. The beds on the south- 
west side of the anticline dip from 25° to 72°, but the same beds on 
the east side dip 32° or less. 

The Wall Creek sand, which is the principal oil-bearing sand nt 
Salt Creek, is at least 3,000 feet and perhaps more than 4,000 
feet below the surface on the crest of the arch. Because of the 
great depth of this sandstone, if for no other reason, the fold is not 
an attractive place to prospect for oil, although the facts that the 
Cretaceous oil-bearing sands are not exposed and that the anticline 
has a fairly large gathering ground in the great F L svncline suggest 
the possibiUty that it may contain oil. 

COTTONWOOD CREEK ANTICLINE. 

The compound anticline crosscni by Cottonwood Creek, in Tps. 
36, 37, and 38 N., Rs. 84, 85, and 86 W., is a minor upwarp on the 
south end of the great uplift of the Bighorn Mountains. It may be 
considered as a small southward-pitching anticline branching off 
from the margin of the greater anticline. The Cottonwood Creek 
anticline is in line with and probably was developed at the same time 
as the Pine dome and Oil Moimtain anticline, which form a part (»f 
the fold that unites the Laramie and Bighorn uplifts. It is separate 
into two parts by a low cross sag which is followed by the perennial 
Cottonwood Creek in its eastward course just below the Desert 
ranch. To the north the limbs of the anticline gradually divei|:e 
and pass into the northward-rising beds of the Bighorn anticline 
The axis of the northern part of the Cottonwood Creek anticline 
rises and is lost on the south end of the giant anticline of the Bighorn 
Mountains near the north side of T. 38 N., R. 86 W. The crown of 
the southern part of the anticline, in sees. 3 and 10, T. 37 N., R. ^^ 
W., is shown by the tilted sandstone beds forming escarpments Aat 
dip away from this area. The part of the anticline south of Cotton- 
wood Creek is short, as the area of sandstones ia the middle is only 
about twice as long as wide, but, as shown in figiu'e 29, the slightly 
dipping west limb continues across the flats to a point within a short 
distance of the railroad, where the dips increase rapidly, giving in 

1 Woodruff, E. Q., and Winchester, D. E., Coal fields of the Wind River region, Fremont and Xatrom 
bounties, Wyo.: U. S. Qeol. Survey Bull. 471, p. 557, pi. 56, 1912. 
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effect a broad, low arch. Its axis trends in general northwest, but 
just west of Powder River, in the southwest comer 
of T. 37 N., R. 84 W., its direction is assumed with 
question to be east of north. The river crosses the 
extreme south end of the fold. 

The strata on the east side of the Cottonwood 
Creek anticline dip 25° to 30°, much more steeply 
than those near the crown on the west side (6° to 
10°), but not so steeply as those on the extreme 
west side (60° or more). In this respect the anti- 
cline is like those on the south and west sides of 
the field. 

The Toltec well, in sec. 11, T. 37 N., R. 85 W., 
near the crown of the anticline, struck much warm 
sulphiu* water imder considerable pressure at a 
depth of 915 feet, in the conglomerate which is 
shown on the stratigraphic section on Plate XXIII. 
The Cottonwood Creek anticline is likely to be bar- 
ren of oil and gas because the upper oil-bearing 
sandstones are exposed at the surface, allowing 
opportunity for the oil to escape, and the lower S 
sandstones and conglomerate are water laden. 
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The Big Sulphur Springs anticline, in Tps. 37 and 
38 N., Rs. 83 and 84 W., is crossed by South Fork 
of Powder River and is one of the minor folds 
branching off from the Bighorn anticline. A cross 
sag followed by the river separates the anticline 
into two parts, one south of the river and the 
other on the slope of the Bighorn Moimtains. The 
axis of the anticline is sinuous but in general 
trends northwest. South of Big Sulphur Springs 
the dips on the east flank are about 30^ and those 
on the west flank about 5° ; south of the river those 
on the east limb are about 10^ or l^s and those 
on the west from 1° to 4°, as shown in figure 30. 
This anticline diflFers from many of the other anti- 
clines in this region in having low dips on the 
west limb and steep dips on the east. South 
of the river a small fault at right angles to the 
axis has a throw of some 300 feet, and the beds 
on the north side have moved up relative to ^^ ^- 9, 9. ^, 

those on the south side. The folding here is similar to that in the 
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Cottonwood Creek anticline in trend and in that a small anticline 
is separated by a cross sag from the main uplift of the Bighorn 
Momitains. 



Big Sufphur Springs antich'ne 




FiauRE 30.— Section through the Big Sulphur Springs anticline, Wyo. 



The Big Sulphur Springs anticline is not considered favorable for 
the accumulation of oil and gas, because the conditions are similar to 
those in the Cottonwood Creek anticline, where the sandstones even 
near its crown contain water under pressure. 

BMXQBANT QAP ANTICLINE. 

The Emigrant Gap anticline is just west of Casper and trends 
about N. 45** W. from the Casper fault,* at the north side of the 
Laramie Mountains, to the Chicago & Northwestern Railway, a dis- 
tance of about 20 miles. It is parallel to and about 10 miles east of 
the general anticline on which the Pine dome and Oil Motmtain anti- 
cline are developed and with those upUfts forms a uniting fold be- 
tween the giant anticlines of the Bighorn and Laramie mountains.' 
The anticline is much broader at the south end than it is at the 
north, as is indicated by the tapering outcrop of the formations in- 
volved in the sharp fold. (See PI. XXIII.) Between this and the 
Big Sulphur Springs anticUne there is a cross synclinal area which is 
the eastward continuation of the one at Powder River station, be- 
tween the Pine dome and the Cottonwood Creek antichne. The 
axis of the Emigrant Gap fold is nearly in line with that of the Big 
Sulphur Springs anticline. 

The dips of the beds on the narrow west limb of the Emigrant 
Gap anticline range from 40° to 70° and those on the east side near 
the axis from 8° to 30°, but farther east terrace-like structure is 
shown by the semicircular outcrop of the sandstones and shales in 
the southern part of the anticline (sec PL XXIII), where the dips 
are as low as 1° to 7°, as shown in figure 31. Tlie anticHne is crossed 
near the middle by a cross sag that divides it into two parts. The 
southern part is the more pronounced because it is folded more, is 
eroded deeper, and is marked by prominent sandstone ridges, but it 
is the less attractive economically because nearly all the oil-bearing 
formations in it are exposed. The northern part has neither been 
folded so much nor eroded so deeply as the southern part and offers 

t Hayden, F. V., U. S. Geoi. Survey Terr. Fourth Ann. Rept., pp. 35-28, 1872. 
« Idem, p. 28. 
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more inducement to prospecting, for some of the oil-bearing forma- 
tions in it are sealed below shale. (See figs. 31 and 32.) 

North of the cross sag which divides the anticline into two parts 
there are two minor upfolds on the main fold. They are indicated 
in the field by inclined beds of Frontier sandstone that form 
encircling ridges and escarpments. The southern one is dome- 
shaped and lies in sees. 19, 20, 29, and 30, T. 34 N., R. 81 W. The 
dips on the west side are about 70°, but those on the other sides are 
only 6° to 9°, as indicated in figure 32. On the crest of the dome 
the beds of sandstone are flat. A slight cross trough on the main 



emigrant Gap anticline 



Figure 31.— Section through the south end of the Emigrant Gap anticline, Wyo. 



--♦,000' 



anticliae, on which is located the United States Geological Survey 
primary-control station in the SE. J SE. J sec. 24, T. 34 N., R. 82 W., 
separates the dome from the northern one of the two minor upfolds. 
This cross trough, instead of being a topographic depression like 
most of such features, is an eminence rising 5,955 feet above sea 
level. 

The northern one of the minor upfolds, an ideal fold for the 
accumulation of oil and gas in wet rocks, is in sees. 15, 22, 23, 24, 25, 
and 26, T. 34 N., R. 82 W. The dips on the southwest side average 
about 70°: those on the northeast are about 8°. Because of this 



Emigrant Gap anticline 




Figure 32.— Section near the middle of the Emigrant Gap anticline, Wyo. 

great difference in the tilting of the beds the sandstones on the 
northeast side form a prominent, impassable southwestward-facing 
escarpment, but in contrast the same rocks on the southwest form 
only low hogback ridges. The crown of the anticline, in the SW. i 
sec. 23, is shown by the outcrop of a hard shale, forming a shght hill 
in a large shale basin. This minor upfold is separated from the north 
end of the main fold by a sUght cross trough near the comer of sees. 
9, 10, 15, and 16, where the sandstones close over the principal arch. 
The crown of the north end of the main anticline is mostly confined to 
sees. 4 and 9, T. 34 N., R. 82 W., and sec. 33, T. 35 N., R. 82 W. The 
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dips on the west side of the north end of the Emigrant Gap anticline 
range from 30^ to 50^, and those on the east side are 20° or less. 

The Emigrant Gap anticline shows no oil seeps and has not been 
prospected except by two wells far down on its east limb, on Casper 
Creek, and by a shallow well in the SE. i sec. 9, T. 33 N., R. 81 
W., drilled in the summer of 1914 by the Monongahela Oil Co. 
The well last mentioned, which is near the axis of the anticline and 
near the cross sag that divides the fold into two parts, obtained a 
flow of strong sulphur water at a depth of 240 feet. The anticline 
merits consideration as a favorable fold for the accumulation of oil 
and should be prospected farther south, in the south-central part of 
of sec. 25, T. 33 N., R. 81 W., to test the Tensleep sandstone, which 
is about 1,000 feet below the surface; also farther north in sees. 9 and 
23, T. 34 N., R. 82 W., and in the northeast comer of sec. 30, T. 34 N., 
R. 81 W., to test the Mowry shale, the Dakota sandstone, the Lower 
Cretaceous conglomerate, and possibly the Morrison formatioii, 
which are from 500 feet or less to 1,000 feet below the siuface. The 
first weUs should be drilled near the center of sec. 23, T. 34 N., R. 82 
W., and if the formations named are found to be water-logged there 
it would probably be of Uttle use to drill in the other locaUties in the 
northern part of the anticline. 

NORTH CASPER CREEK ANTICLINE. 

The North Casper Creek anticUne, a simple fold in Tps. 36 and 37 
N., Rs. 81 and 82 W., is about 22 miles northwest of Casper, between 
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Figure 33. -Section through the North Casper Creek anticline, Wyo. 



the old Hemmingway and Rosebeny ranclies. It is sometimes 
referred to as the Hemming^vay dome. The anticline lies northeast 
of the Emigrant Gap anticline, and its trend is parallel to that of the 
other anticlines in tliis general region. Unlike most of these folds, it 
produces Uttle effect on the topography because of the sUght magni- 
tude of the fold and because erosion has barely exposed one of the 
oil-bearing sands (the Wall Creek) on the very crown of the arch in 
the midst of Cretaceous shale. 

In plan the formations crop out in elliptical bands about the anti- 
cline, the crest of which lies near the southeast comer of sec. 1 , T. 36 N., 
R. 82 W., where the Wall Creek sand is exposed. As shown in figure 33, 
in transverse section the strata on the west side dip at angles of 8° or 
less, but east of the axis the dips are somewhat higher and in one 
place reach 45°. In a lengthwise section the axis is gently arched 
and pitches both northward and southward at angles of about 6®, 



Digitized 



by Google 



ANTICLINES IN CENTRAL WYOMING. 275 

The steep dips on the east side are in harmony with similar dips on 
the east side of the Big Sulphur Springs and Castle Creek antidines, 
but in contrast to the dips on the east side of the other anticlines in 
this area and those in the near-by Powder River * and Salt Creek * 
anticlines. 

There are no oil seeps in the North Casper Creek anticline, and the 
three wells drilled about it struck considerable water in all the 
sandstones they encountered. However, an area about 4^ miles 
long by li miles wide, or about two-thirds as large as the proved 
Salt Creek field, yet remains on the crown of the anticline, and it 
must be drilled before the presence or absence of oil can be fully 
determined. All the sands that show indications of oil in this field 
or adjacent fields, except the Teapot and the Wall Creek, are beneath 
the surface in this anticline. One or two deep weUs drilled in sec. 1, 
T. 36 N., R. 82 W., would perhaps show whether this anticline con- 
tains oil, which the three wells drilled to the northwest of its crest 
have not conclusively done. These wells have shown that the sands 
in the lower parts of the anticlines are full of water, but other test 
wdls higher up on the arch might strike oil or gas or both. 

CASTIiE CBEEK ANTICLINE. 

The Castle Creek anticline, an open fold in Tps. 37 and 38 N., Rs. 
80 and 81 W., near the head of Castle Creek, ia indicated on the 
ground by a westward-facing escarpment of Shannon sandstone, 
trending northwest across the west side of T. 38 N., R. 80 W., and a 
low northward-facing rim of the same sandstone on the north side 
of T. 37 N., Rs. 80 and 81 W. South of the 33 Mile ranch, in sec. 5, 
T, 37 N., R. 81 W., the escarpment fades away, owing to the greater 
softness of the sandstone and perhaps to its thinning. The axis of the 
fold, which trends northwest, may possibly represent the southward 
extension of the axis of the Powder River anticline,^ and if so con- 
sidered the axis as a whole is sinuous, like that of the Big Sulphur 
Springs anticline, with a sharp bend along the east side of T. 39 N., 
R. 81 W., to conform to the outcrop of the sandstones. 

The strata on the east limb of the Castle Creek fold dip about 15^, 
and those on the southwest limb about 7^, as shown in figure 34. So 
far as observed there are no northward or northwestward dipping 
rocks in the Castle Creek fold, and thus the axis pitohes gently south- 
east. For this reason none of the formations encircle the fold, and 
in this sense the anticline is at present incomplete. 

The drill hole of the Midwest Oil Co.) near the east quarter comer 
of sec. 31, T. 38 N., R. 80 W., is in a well-chosen locahty near the 

» Wegemann, C. H., The Powder Rjver oil field, Wyo.: U. S. Qeol. Survey Bull. 471, pp. 56-75, 1912. 
* Wegemann, C. H., Th« Salt Creek oil field, Natrona County, Wye: U. S. Oeol. Survey Bull. 452, pp. 
37-83, 1911. 
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middle of the fold. It was sunk to a depth of about 2,000 feet and 
a little gas was obtained in the shale above the 
Wall Creek sand, but as this was the objective 
sand of the test well and as it was found to con- 
tain water drilling was stopped. Two wells have 
been started in sec. 28, T. 38 N., R. 81 W., but the 
first was abandoned before being finished and oper- 
ations on the other, owned by the Casper 6il Co., 
which started in October, 1914, ceased in January, 
1915, at a depth of 1,900 feet. This well is entirely 
in shale and has struck no oil or gas. No oil seeps 
were, seen during the field examination, and none 
are reported as oocurring here. The anticline may 
not contain oil or gas in commercial quantities, 
though it is situated only a few miles southwest of 
the Salt Creek oil field, the most productive field 
in Wyoming. 

POSSIBIUTCBS. OF OBTAIXINQ OIL. 
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From the results obtained by the wells already 
drilled in this field, which have cost at a moderaU*' 
estimate over $200,000, it would seem at first thought 
that th^ country should be condemned as oil terri- 
tory ana that further expenditure of large sums of 
money would be fruitless. But if oil and gas in 
Wyoming have accumulated according to the anti- 
clinal theory, which demands, in water-saturated 
rocks, that they are forced to or toward the crowns 
of the anticlines, and as this theory applies to the 
productive Salt Creek and Bighorn Basin fields, then 
the anticlines in central Wyoming have not been 
thoroughly and properly prospected. Nearly all the 
wells have struck large flows of water in the several 
sands from the Wall Creek down to the Tensleej), 
and as these sands outcrop either in the mountams 
of this area or in those adjacent to it, it is highly 
probable that the sands in all localities, except pos- 
sibly in the structurally higher parts of some of the 
anticlines, contain water. 

The attention of those who may in the future^ 
prospect in this area should be directed toward the 
most promising places in the most favorable anti- 
clines and away from those which on account of 
pitching only in one direction or on accoimt of hav- 
ing been eroded too deeply are not favorable for the 
accumulation of oil or gas. There are a few anticlines in the area 



Digitized 



by Google 



ANTICLINES IN CENTRAL WYOMING. 277 

in wbich possible oil-bearing sands are not exposed at the surface* 
^8 the rocks are charged with water under pressure, these places 
should be tested if further prospecting is attempted. The anti- 
elines in which one or more of the oil-bearing formations — ^the 
Frontier sandstones, Mowry shale, Dakota sandstone, Lower Cre- 
taceous conglomerate, Morrison and Embar formations, and Ten- 
sleep sandstone — ^lie within reach of the drill beneath thick shale 
beds are the North Casper Creek, Iron Creek, Emigrant Gap, and 
Oil Mountain anticlines, the minor antidines north of Poison 
Spider Creek, and the anticline southwest of Powder River sta- 
tion. The most promising of these are the Emigrant Gap anti- 
cline (northern part), the minor anticlines between Poison Spider 
Creek and Casper Creek, the North Casper Creek anticline, and pos- 
sibly the anticline southwest of Powder River station; and should 
these prove after thorough prospecting to be barren of oil, then the 
chances are against finding oil in the other anticlines of the area. 
The proximity of the North Casper Creek anticline to the proved 
Salt Creek dome suggests the possibility of there being an oil pool at 
this locality. The first two wells drilled in the summer of 1913 did 
not test the iNorth Casper Creek anticline sufiiciently to prove its 
character. As has already been pointed out, the wells are not located 
on the crown of the antidine, and two of them were drilled either only 
into the Wall Creek sand, which is exposed on the crown of the anti- 
cline, or only through the Frontier formation. There are no oil 
seeps from this sandstone where it is exposed on the crown of the 
anticline, and the negative results of drilling, taken in conjunction 
with the absence of oil seeps, prove conclusively that this sand, which 
is the chief oil-bearing sand of the Salt Creek field,* does not carry 
oil in the North Casper Creek anticline. The well drilled in: the fall 
of 1915 by Mr. Fitzhugh and associates was farther up on the anti- 
cline and was simk as deep as the Lower Cretaceous conglomerate 
and obtained water; therefore it has, with the other two wells, 
proved that a large part of the North Casper Creek anticline is barren 
of oil, and there remains only a few square miles of the highest part 
of the crown yet unprospected. Oil in this anticline may possibly 
be found in some lower sand, such as those in the lower part of the 
Frontier, the Lower Cretaceous conglomerate, or the Morrison forma- 
tion, which lie 100 to 1,500 feet below the Wall Creek, or possibly 
the Tensleep, which is about 3,400 feet below the Wall Creek, or in 
some of the numerous intermediate sands. One or two wells drilled 
near the southeast comer of sec. 1, T. 36 N., R. 82 W., to a depth of 

> Wegemann, C. H., The Salt Creak oU field, Natrona County, Wyo.: U. S. Oeol. Smrey BnU. 452, pp. 
37-83, 1911. 
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about 3,500 feet, would possibly demonstrate whether this anticline 
contains oil. 

Some of the same formations as those noted above are sealed below 
thick shale beds in the minor anticlines on the northern part of the 
Emigrant Gap anticline. The Mowry shale is the lowest formation 
exposed in them, and it is possible that the underlying sands, at 
depths less than 2,500 feet, may be oil bearing, especially as this part 
of the Emigrant Gap anticline is one of the nearest anticlines in the 
entire area to' the great Powder River basin and hence has a large 
gathering ground for the accumulation of oil and gas. However, 
whether or not it contains oil can not be foretold prior to a test by the 
drill. Test wells should be located in sees. 9 and 23, T. 34 N., R. 82 
W., and the first one should be drilled in sec. 23, which is the most 
promising part of the anticline. 

Cionditions similar to those in the northern part of the Emigrant 
Gap anticUneexist in the minor anticlines north of Poison Spider Creek, 
and these anticlines should be tested near the SE. i NE. { sec. 3 and 
the center of sec. 12, T. 33 N., R. 83 W., and possibly near the east 
quarter comer of sec. 18, T. 33 N., R. 82 W. 

The formations from the Frontier to the Tensleep are below the 
surface of the Iron Creek anticline, and it is possible that the Mowry 
shale or some of the underlying sandstones or the conglomerate might 
contain oil or gas. A test well on Iron Creek within the inner sand- 
stone rim would probably determine, if drilled to a depth of appro^- 
mately 3,000 feet, whether^or not oil is to be obtained in this anticline. 
The Mowry shale is about 500 feet below the surface, and the Lower 
Cretaceous conglomerate and Morrison formation would be reached 
at a depth of about 1,500 feet. 

Likewise, the crest of the Oil Mountain anticline itself should be 
tested. Perhaps in this fold oil may be f otmd in some sand like the 
Tensleep. A 1,500-foot well, properly located, would test the Ten- 
sleep sandstone in this anticline. 

Attention should be paid abo to the area southwest of the fault 
northwest of Oil Mountain, for this area is opposite the oil seep at 
the fault, and there is west of the fault an area of arched beds involv- 
ing at the surface rbcks as low as the Dakota. A well about 1,800 
feet deep would possibly demonstrate whether or not the Lower Cre- 
taceous conglomerate, the Morrison formation, and the Tensleep sand- 
stone will yield oil in this place. 

The Wall Creek sand is from 3,000 to 4,000 feet below the crest of 
the small anticline southwest of Powder River station, otherwise this 
fold might be considered favorably as a place to sink a test welL 

Conditions similar to those in the Oil Mountain anticline exist in the 
south half of the Emigrant Gap anticline, where the Sundance forma- 
tion occupies the crown of the anticline and the Tensleep sandstone 
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is about 1,000 feet l^elow the level of North Platte River. The Bates 
Hole anticline falls in the same class. 

The Pine dome has been shown by the well of the Pine Dome Oil 
Co. to contain gas, and as the Tensleep sandstone is wholly sealed 
here, the dome looks hopeful. 

The large quantities of asphaltum on Wallace Creek and its tribu- 
taries along the east front of the Rattlesnake Mountains naturally 
suggest that there is an oil pool somewhere to supply the asphaltum, 
imless, as is possibly the case, the rocks are so eroded as to have 
allowed all the oil to escape. It should be noted that these excep- 
tional showings of oil along the mountains are almost directly oppo- 
site the Wallace Creek fold and that a line drawn from the middle 
of that fold to the exceptional seeps along the mountain would pass 
close to Phayles Reef, which is highly saturated, with oil. These 
seeps may be in some way related to the Wallace Creek fold, where 
perhaps the oil is caught, but in this fold all the formations bdow the 
Teapot sand of the Mesaverde formation, which outcrops at Phayles 
Reef, are beyond the reach of the drill. 

The United States Geological Survey can not state positively that 
oil or gas in commercial quantities exists in any of these anticlines, 
but it does suggest that some of them appear, after field examination, 
to offer favorable conditions for the accumulation of oil and gas. 
Drilling is the only method of ascertaining whether or not oil or gas 
can be foimd in these folds. 
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ANTICLINES IN THE BLACKFEET INDIAN RESERVATION, 

MONTANA. 



By Eugene Stebinger. 



INTRODUCTION. 

The discovery of small quantities of oil and gas in several anticlines 
along the eastern front of the Rocky Mountains west of Calgary, 
Alberta, has aroused interest in the possible oil and gas resources of 
the formations in this general region, especially of the southern 
extensions of the folded and faulted beds that were productive in 
Canada. This interest has led to drilling for oil and gas at places 
within a few miles of the northern boundary of the Blackfeet Indian 
Reservation, on the west edge of the plains. A similar interest, in 
1900-1902, led to drilling in the Cretaceous rocks at several places a 
few miles west of the west boundary of the reservation, close to the 
mountain front. 

A report on the possibilities of finding oil and gas in a, large area in 
north-central Montana east of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation has 
recently been issued,* and the Blackfeet Reservation itself, shown in 
figure 35, has now become the center of similar inquiries. The pur- 
pose of this paper is to give a brief account of the geologic forma- 
tions in the reservation and of their lay or geologic structure, and a 
more detailed description of the anticlines and of the formations that 
appear to contain oil or gas in southern Alberta and northern Mon- 
tana. An intelligent search for oil or gas in the reservation must be 
based on a knowledge of these geologic facts. Reports that describe 
coal ^ and low-grade iron ore * and the general features of the geology 
of the reservation have already been published, and it is now consid- 
ered desirable to summarize the facts bearing on the oil and gas 
prospects. 

The general conditions in this region suggest that drilling in the 
Blackfeet Indian Reservation would have about the same chance of 

1 Steblnger, Eugene, Possibilities of oil and gas in north-central Montana : U. S. Geol. 
Survey Bull. 641, pp. 49-91, 1916 (Bull. 641-C). 

fi Stebinger, Eugene, Geology and coal resources of northern Teton County, Mont. : 
U. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 621, pp. 117-156, 1916. 

> Stebinger, Eugcnce, Tltanlferous magnetite beds on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, 
Mont. : U. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 540, pp. 338-342, 1913. 
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success as in the adjacent region in southern Alberta, extending from 
the international boundary northward to Calgary — a region in which 
drilling by over 40 companies during the last three yeare has been 
slightly successful. The similarity of the geologic features in these 
two regions may be summarized as follows : 

1. The Colorado shale and the Kootenai formation, which yield 
most of the oil and gas so far found in southern Alberta and northern 
Montana, underlie the greater part of both regions. 

2. The belt of folded and faulted strata along the front of the 
Rocky Mountains is continuous from one to the other of these regions, 
and in this belt the productive anticlines near Calgary and the folds 
in the Blackfeet Indian Reservation are both in places somewhat 
compressed and in others are associated with faults. 




FiGURi 35. — Index map showing location of Blackfeet Refienratlon, Mont. 

3. In the area east of the disturbed belt in both regions great thick- 
nesses of nearly horizontal strata that have no strongly marked 
structural features, such as anticlines and synclines, overlie the 
possible productive formations. 

LOCATION AND SURFACE FEATURES. 

The location and area of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation are 
shown on the index map (fig. 35). The reservation lies wholly in 
Teton County, occupying nearly all its northern half, and contains 
about 2,425 square miles. The international boundary between Al- 
berta and Montana forms its northern limit. The country is a 
gently sloping, nearly treeless plains region, which is everywhere 
easily accessible, presenting fe^v obstacles to the construction of 
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railways or roads. The plains slope gently upward to the west to 
the base of the mountains, which rise abruptly without marked f oot- 
liiUs. The average elevation of the plains districts ranges from 
3,800 feet on the east edge of the reservation to about 5,000 feet near 
the base of the mountains. The mountains rise with wall-like ab- 
Tuptness from 4,000 to 5,000 feet above the general level of the plains. 
The main line of the Great Northern Railway crosses the reserva- 
tion from east to west. Cut Bank, Browning, and Glacier Park are 
the principal stations. Browning is the seat of the Indian agency 
for the reservation. Settlement on the Indian reservation has so 
far been limited almost entirely to its west half, where Indian 
I'anches along the principal streams are devoted to the raising of 
liorses and cattle. The extensive interstream stretches remain an 
open range, without fences or other improvements. 

In the western part of the reservation, near the mountains, there 
are high, level plains, which comprise numerous isolated tracts, from 
a fraction of a square mile to 40 square miles or more in extent, and 
which are doubtless remnants of an older, almost perfectly formed 
plain. They are covered with a veneer of gravel, made up of kinds 
of rock found in the adjacent mountains, and have remarkably 
smooth surfaces and slope very regularly to the northeast, away from 
the mountains. Milk River Ridge and St. Mary Ridge are typical 
of the larger of these areas. Below these higher plains there are 
much more extensive lower plains, which, where best developed, also 
carry a veneer of gravel and slope evenly eastward, away from the 
mountains, to merge into the Great Plains. The best examples of 
the lower plains areCarlow Flat, an extensive and very evenly 
graded surface crossed by the Great Northern Railway west of Cut 
Bank, and the equally well developed plain between Cut Bank and 
Greasewood creeks, a few miles northwest of Browning. 

FIEIJ[> WORK. 

The field work on which this report is based was done by the 
writer alone, during a part of each of the field seasons of 1911, 1912, 
and 1913. The main object of the work was to classify the lands in 
the reservation with respect to their mineral value, and it was there- 
fore necessary to make a regional examination of the geology and a 
close inspection of all possibly mineral-bearing tracts. 

Good topographic maps were available for all the area examined 
and were used in the field as base maps on which to plot the geologic 
data. The land corners in all parts of the region are well marked 
and easily found. Iron pipes marking the boundaries of the lands 
allotted to the Indians have been placed at many of the corners. 
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GEOLOGY. 

STRATIGRAPHY. 

GENERAL FEATURES. 

The geologic formations east of the mountains in the Blackfeet 
Indian Reservation are all sedimentary in origin and range in age 
from Lower Cretaceous to probably basal Tertiary. (See PI. 
XXIV.) All the beds are apparently conformable and afford no 
evidence of break or disturbance between any of them or any indica- 
tion of an interval of erosion. The sequence of the formations in the 
Upper Cretaceous part of the section is different from that so far de- 
scribed for any other locality in Montana, owing to the fact that in 
this region the marine invasion which is represented by the Claggett 
shale did not extend so far west as the present position of the Rocky 
Mountain front between latitudes 48° and 49° N. An account of 
these relations has already been published.* 

Two of the formations, the Colorado and Bearpaw shales, are un- 
questionably of marine origin and were laid down in separate epochs, 
during which a comparatively shallow sea covered the entire region. 
The remaining formations are mainly of continental origin — ^that is, 
they are irregularly bedded rocks that were for the most part depos- 
ited by streams and winds on land areas that were only slightly above 
sea level. 

The succession of formations and the principal features of the 
rocks are outlined in the table on page 285. 

* Stebingor, Eugene, The Montana group of northwestern Montana : U. S. Geol. Survey 
Prof. Paper 90, pp. C1-C8, 1&15. 
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Formations occurring east of the monntains on the Blackfeet Indian Reserva- 
tion, Mont. 



System. 


Series. 


Group and formation. 


Thick- 
ness In 
feet. 


Character of the rocks. 




Recent. 


Alluvium. 




Deposits of small extent found along 
flood plains of the larger streams. 


Quaternary. 




Oladal drift. 




Bowlder clay, gravel, and lake silt and 
clay. Contains liowlders and cobbles 
of granite, gneiss, quartaite, etc., 
transported from other regions. 
Deposits are of several stages not 
distinguished in this report. 


Twtiary(?). 


Eocene (T). 


WiUow Creek formation . 


720+ 


Variegated clay and soft sandstone, 
chiefly maroon to chocolate-brown 
with subordinate gray, yellow and 
greenish-gray beds. Fragments of 
fossil bones common. Clay in places 
contains thin lenticular beds of pur- 
plish-gray limestone. Forms a red 
soil over large areas. Top not seen . 




St. Mary River forma- 
tion (coal bearing). 


980 


Alternating clay, clay shale, and soft 
sandstone: sandstone much cross- 
bedded and ripple marked. Colors 
gray to greenish gray; a few layers of 
clay arc red. Contains a few thin len- 
ticular limestones, many fragments 
of dinosaur bones, and fossil shells. 




Upper Cre- 
taceous. 


1 


Horsethief sand- 
stone. 


32W7.5 


Gray to greenish-gray sandstone- 
weathering huff. Thin bedded and 
somewhat shaly in lower half. In 
upper half generally massive and 
concretionary, weathering in castel- 
lated forms. In places near the top 
contains titaniferous magnetite. Has 
many shell beds, mainly of oysters. 




Bearpaw shale. 


490 


Dark-gray clay shale with a few lime- 
stone concretions. Contains abun- 
dant marine shells. Forms subdued, 
rounded topography. 




Two Medicine for- 
mation (coal bear- 
ing). 


1,W0 


Gray to greenish-gray clay and soft, 
irregular sandstone, which is most 
abundant in the lower 250 feet. In 
places thin beds of red clay and 
nodular limestone. Contains an 
abundant reptilian fauna of Judith 
River types, besides leaves and shells. 
Coal beds near base and at top. 


Cretaceous. 


Virgelle sandstone. 


220 


Gray to buff coarse-grained, much 
cross-bedded massive sandstone, 
with many ferruginous concretions in 
upper half. In lower half slabby 
gray sandstone, becoming shaly 
toward the base. Contains gas in the 
Havre field and at Medicine Hat. 




Colorado shale. 


1,500± 


Bluish-gray shale with a few limestone 
concretions. Contains an abundance 
of marine shells. Forms a subdued 
and rounded topography. Complete 
undisturbed section not present. 
Mav contain oil and gas in areas of 
favorable structure. 




Lower Cre- 
taceous. 


Kootenai formation. 


2,000± 


Gray sandstone and shale, alternatlnir 
w 1th maroon clay shale. Some of the 
sandstone massive. Conglomerate 6 
to 50 feet thick near center. Carriea 
a few leaves and fresh-water shells. 
Complete undisturbed eectlCD not 
foimd. May conUin oil and gas in 
areas of favorable structure. 



64248°— BuU. 641J— 17- 



Digitized 



by Google 



286 CONTBIBUTIONS TO ECONOMIC GEOLOGY, 1916, PABT H. 

FORMATIONS THAT MAY IN PLACES CONTAIN OIL OR GAS. 

Kootenai formation, — ^The Kootenai formation is the oldest f onnt- 
tion seen in the plains portion of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation. 
It is exposed only in the belt of disturbed rocks adjacent to the moun- 
tains but underlies all the plains region* In this disturbed belt 
folding and especially thrust faulting have so greatly deformed the 
rocks that their exact sequence and thickness can not be determined, 
but the exposures are good and the general character of the forma- 
tion is well known. A few miles beyond the west border of the area 
the Kootenai overlies a dark marine shale carrying Jurassic fossils. 
This relation, together with the fact that the Kootenai immediately 
underlies the Colorado shale, gives the formation approximately the 
stratigraphic position of the Kootenai of the Great Falls region, 
150 miles to the southeast, which has in turn been correlated with 
the Kootenai formation of British Columbia and Alberta by meims 
of the characteristic fossil plant remains, mainly leaves, found at 
both localities. 

The Kootenai is composed essentially of alternating dark greenish- 
gray, black, and maroon shales and of gray sandstones that are in 
many places gritty and conglomeratic. A few beds of black car- 
bonaceous shale and some thin streaks of coal are the only indications 
of coal found in the area, although to the north, in Alberta, and 
to the south, in the vicinity of Great Falls, the formation contains 
a large quantity of coal. An irregular bed of conglomerate, which 
is at some places as much as 50 feet thick, crops out at a horizon 
believed to be near the middle of the formation. Beds of sandstone, 
conglomerate, and grit, which must be considered the more likely 
reservoirs for oil or gas in the Kootenai, are distributed through it, 
generally in beds that range in thickness from 20 to 70 feet Liime- 
stone in concretions and thin lenticular beds occurs sparingly in the 
shale. 

The thickness of the Kootenai is not determinable at any point 
along its outcrop in the Blackfeet Indian Reservation because of 
its frequent duplication by faulting and because neither its base nor 
its top is anywhere visible. However, its minimum thickness can 
be determined by examining faulted blocks of the formation in which 
no duplication appears. Near Badger Creek (sec. 84, T. 30 N.. 
R. 11 W.) 1,200 feet of beds that clearly belong to the Kootenai 
were measured in a single block of the formation that shows no 
repetition by faulting. On comparing this thickness with the meas- 
urement obtained in a well bored about 15 miles west of the reser- 
vation (see well log cited on p. 305), showing about 580 feet of beds 
that have been assigned to the Kootenai, it is evident that the 
formation becomes thinner toward the east in this region. At Great 
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Falls, where the Kootenai is best known in Montana, it is between 
400 and 500 feet thick. 

No escaping gas or residues or seepages of oil were noted at any 
point in the Kootenai formation in the area here described. Small 
quantities of oil and considerable flows of gas are reported from 
beds in Alberta that are believed to be equivalent to the Kootenai of 
this region. A small flow of gas was also obtained from sands in 
this formation in a well in the Sweetgrass district. 

Colorado shale. — ^The next unit in the strata overlying the 
Kootenai formation in this region is the Colorado shale, a great 
body of bluish-gray to black shale containing sandstone beds in its 
lower half. This formation is about 1,600 feet thick in the eastern 
part of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation and underlies nearly all 
the area. It is of marine origin — that is, it was laid down on a sea 
bottom — and contains fossil sea shells in great variety. The rock 
deposited during this marine submergence continues northward into 
Canada and southward into Wyoming and beyond. 

The Colorado shale seems to be the most probable source of oil and 
gas in this region. The only surface showings of oil so far found 
on the plains of northern Montana seep from the lower part of this 
formation, and pay sands that are either in the formation or are 
associated with it are foimd in adjoining areas both north and south 
of the State, The principal production from the Salt Creek field in 
northern Wyoming, and of all the fields in the Bighorn Basin comes 
mainly from the sands in the lower half of this group of rocks. The' 
production of the important gas field at Bow Island, east of Leth- 
bridge, in the province of Alberta, comes from the top of a sand that 
is supposed to lie immediately under this formation. This sand, 
however, is probably in the lower part of the Colorado shale. Like- 
wise, as reported by Dowling,* a small production of high-grade oil 
from several wells in two anticlines lying southeast of Calgary, in 
the same Province, comes from sands at the same position with 
respect to this shale. 

There are many exposures of the Colorado shale in the western part 
of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, especially from Two Medicine 
Creek southward, in the belt of disturbed rocks, but the beds are in- 
variably much crushed and crumpled. These crumpled beds of 
bluish-gray to black shale, which contain limestone in concretions 
and thin irregular beds, can not be measured, because they are at 
many places repeated by faulting, and therefore no accurate estimate 
of the thickness of this formation in the western part of the reserva- 
tion can be made. The most extensive exposures appear along Two 
Medicine Creek from its junction with the South Fork in sec. 29, T. 

^Dowling, D. B., Correlation and geological Etmctnre of the Alberta oil fields: Am. 
Inst. Min. Eng. Bull. 102, pp. 1860-1864, 1916. 
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81 N., R. 11 W., westward for 8 miles, to the vicinity of Glacier Park 
station. In this stretch continuous exposures show the shale crumpled 
and repeated by faults in a remarkable manner. The upper beds of 
the Colorado shale are exposed at the head of Marias River, on the 
eastern edge of the reservation in sec. 36, T. 82 N., R. 5 W., and from 
this point extensive exposures of the upper beds of the formation, 
which lie nearly horizontal, extend for many miles downstream. The 
log of a well (p. 805) wliich was drilled through these horizontal 
rocks near Kevin, about 15 miles east of the Indian reservation, shows 
1,060 feet of shale which doubtless belongs to the Colorado. In addi- 
tion to this thickness, about 580 feet of shale is exposed between the 
site of this well and the base of the overlying Virgelle sandstone, in 
the escarpment lying to the west, making about 1,640 feet in all. 
This is the only available estimate of the thickness of the formation 
in this region. According to the well record mentioned, three sand- 
stones containing gas and water are reported from the lower part of 
the Colorado shale. As these sandstones are overlain by great thick- 
nesses of shale they seem to be favorable receptacles for the accumu- 
lation and retention of oil and gas, which may have accumulated in 
them in commercial quantities in places where anticlines have per- 
mitted their concentration. 

Additional evidence of the presence of petroleum in the lower 
part of the Colorado shale in this region was obtained by the writer 
during the summer of 1916 in the course of field work in the area 
adjoining the Blackfeet Indian Reservation on the south, extending 
across Teton County and into the northern part of Lewis and Clark 
County. The disturbed belt adjacent to the mountains in the Black- 
feet Indian Reservation (see PI. XXIV) continues southward across 
this area and, as in the reservation, affords many exposures of the 
Colorado shale, for the most part much folded and faulted. The 
lower part of this shale formation was found to be petroliferous in 
every extensive exposure for a distance of about 35 miles, extending 
from Dupuyer Creek to Sun River. 

All the " showings " seem to occur at a single horizon in the lower 
part of the formation and are in the form of impregnations of a 
soft tarry bitumen along fracture planes in thin beds of impure 
limestone occupying a zone about 12 feet thick, in bituminous shale. 
The limestone is in beds as much as 8 inches in thickness. It has 
been irregularly fractured by the intense deformation in the dis- 
turbed belt, and the fractures are wholly or partly filled with calcite. 
The openings in the calcite veinlets thus formed are generally filled 
with a black tarry substance of high luster, readily soluble in carbon 
disulphide, and soft enough to flow when the thicker accumulations 
are tilted. A thin film of the bitumen is transparent, and it has a 
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deep brownish-red color. It is clearly an impregnation from a 
source outside the limestone, the distance the bitumen was able 
to travel along individual veinlets being readily determinable in 
many hand specimens. The shale inclosing these fractured limestone 
beds is a dark compact bituminous rock giving a distinct though 
transient odor of kerosene, especially after being gently heated. 
Hand specimens of this material yielded on distillation between 1 
and 2 gallons of petroleum to the ton, and this shale is doubtless 
the source of the tarry material found in the limestone. The total 
thickness of this low-grade oil shale averages about 50 feet. 

The horizon at which these bituminous limestones and shales 
occur is near the base of the thick body of shale making up the 
upper two- thirds of the Colorado shale in this region and just above 
its lower sandy portion, which contains as many as six sandstone 
beds from 10 to 50 feet thick intercalated with the shale and carrying 
Inoceramus and other marine fossils. The principal localities at 
which these bituminous rocks were noted are as follows: On the 
south bank of the Middle Fork of Dupuyer Creek, in the SW. i 
SW. i sec. 18, T. 27 N., R. 8 W.; on the South Fork of Dupuyer 
Creek, in the NW. i sec. 36, T. 27 N., R. 9 W. ; on the North Fork of 
Willow Creek, in the NW. i sec. 9, T. 24 N., R. 8 W. ; on Deep Creek, 
in the NW. i sec. 28 and in sec. 16, T. 23 N., R. 8 W.; and on 
Sun River, in the SW. i sec. 29, T. 22 N., R. 8 W. 

No seeps or other indications of oil were found on the outcrops 
of the Colorado shale in the Blackfeet Indian Reservation. How- 
ever, the only noteworthy showings of oil so far reported from 
northern Montana occur in the lower half of the Colorado shale. 
W. A. English,* of the United States Geological Survey, reports an 
occurrence on the north side of West Butte in the Sweetgrass Hills, 
a short distance south of the Canadian boundary. At this locality, 
in a spring on the Roscoe ranch near the line between sees. 11 and 12, 
T. 37 N., R. 1 E., there are slight showings of a light-greenish oilj 
Tvhich collects to the extent of about a teaspoonful in every 24 hours. 
Mr. English also reports that extraction tests made on samples from 
outcrops of the sandstone in the lower part of the Colorado on West 
Butte give a good show of oil. That the lower part of the Colorado 
sliale in this part of Montana carries petroleum seems to be clearly 
proved by this occurrence. 

Virgelle sandstone, — ^The Virgelle sandstone overlies the Colorado 
shale conformably. The transition from one to the other is marked 
by alternating beds of shale and sandstone lying between the char- 
acteristic rocks of the two formations. The principal member of the 
Virgelle formation is a thick bed of rather coarse-grained, massive 



^iCngUsh, W. A., personal communication. 
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Bandstone which forms its upper half. In places it is much cross- 
bedded and contains large ferruginous concretions. At the mouth 
of Cut Bank Creek this formation is 220 feet thick. Near the center 
of T. 85 N., R. 4 W., it is 225 feet thick. Both these measurements 
TV ere made on the eastern edge of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation 
and therefore do not apply throughout the reservation. The Virgelle 
was not measured along the outcrops in the disturbed belt of rocks, 
but in the west half of the area its thickness apparently does not 
differ greatly from that measured to the east. 

The Virgelle sandstone contains large amounts of gas at Havre, 
Mont., along the axis of a folded and faulted uplift.^ This formation 
is also gas bearing at Medicine Hat and other places in southeastern 
Alberta and may therefore contain oil and gas in this general region. 

FORMATIONS ABOVE THE VIROEIXE SANDSTONE. 

The succession of formations above the beds that may contain oil 
and gas in this region includes the Two Medicine formation, Bear- 
paw shale, Horsethief sandstone, St. Mary River formation, and the 
Willow Creek formation, presenting an aggregate thickness of about 
4,400 feet of strata, composed of clay, shale, and sandstone. None 
of these beds has yet jdelded favorable showings of oil or gas in 
southern Alberta and northern Montana. They have been drilled 
through in many places in southern Alberta with uniformly negative 
results except for small puffs of gas in rocks that are equivalent to 
the Two Medicine formation. The Bearpaw is a marine shale that 
is roughly equivalent to the upper part of the Pierre shale, which 
in Wyoming and Colorado, notably in the Florence oil field of Colo- 
rado, has yielded oil in commercial quantities. 

The prospects for oil and gas in the formations above the Vir- 
gelle sandstone are meager, so the oil prospector is mainly interested 
in their thickness, the best available estimates of which are given 
in the table on page 285. 

COMPARISON WITH CANADIAN CLASSIFICATION OF FORMATIONS IN- 
SOUTHERN ALBERTA. 

The general series of formations that occur in northern Montana 
extends northward into Canada. The changes in the Montana group 
and the thinning out and disappearance of the Claggett shale from 
east to west, which became apparent in the section of Montana, per- 
sist into southern Alberta, where they have been recognized by 
Dowling and are in every way similar. The differences in the for- 

^ Stebinger, Eugene, Possibilities of oil and gas In north-central Montana : U. S. GeoJ. 
Survey BulL 641, pp. 49-91, 1916. 
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mation names used in Canada for the probable oil and gas bearing 
formations relate chiefly to the Colorado shale and the Virgelle sand- 
stone, which the Canadian geologists have classified into three mnts, 
the Dakota sandstone, Benton shale, and Niobrara sands. The 
*^Niobrara sands" are identical with the rocks described*as Virgelle 
sandstone in this report. The fact that all the evidence afforded by 
fossils is adverse to the use of the name Niobrara for these sandstones 
was long ago emphasized by Stanton.^ 

The Dakota has not been recognized in northwestern Montana at 
any point where the strata in which it should be present have been 
examined, and it is believed that its existence is equally uncertain in 
southern Alberta, where geologists have been inclined to assign to 
the Dakota any sandy beds that occur at its horizon. The sandstone 
beds at Bow Island, elsewhere referred to as Dakota, are probably the 
sandstones in the lower' part of the Colorado shale, as stated in this 
report. It is very suggestive that well logs at Bow Island show dark 
shale beneath the pay sands called the Dakota. Marine fossils found 
in the basal sandstones of the Colorado shale in the section in central 
Fergus County in Montana seem to indicate the marine origin of all 
these sandstones, which are very similar to the productive sands in 
the Colorado shale in the oil fields of Bighorn Basin, Wyo. The use 
of the name Benton shale for shale overlying the supposed Dakota 
in southern Alberta is also inadvisable, for no evidence afforded 
either by fossils or lithology is important enough to warrant the 
recognition of the Benton and Niobrara divisions of the Coloradow 
The simple expedient of applying the term Colorado shale to strata 
in northern Montana, which include both Benton and Niobrara, has 
long been in use. 

The TVo Medicine formation, as well as the underlying Virgelle 
sandstone, when traced northward appears to be identical with the 
rocks known to the Canadian geologists as the Belly River series. 
In western Montana, however, the Virgelle sandstone is easily distin- 
guished from the overlying rocks and has been mapped over consid- 
erable areas as a distinct unit, so that the term Belly Eiver can not 
be conveniently used as a formation name in the area here described. 

STBXTCTXTBE. 
EFFECT OF STRUCTURE ON THE ACCUMULATION OF OIL OR GAS. 

It is generally conceded that the accumulation of oil in pools is due 
to some irregularity in the ro«:k bed. If the beds lie flat or if they dip 
slightly but regularly in a certain direction, the oil that circulates 
through the pores of the rock will not tend to accumulate in any par- 

^ Stanton, T. W., and Hatcher, J. B., Geology and paleontology of the Judith River 
beds: U. S. GeoL Survey Bull. 257, p. 64, 1906. 
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ticular place, but if the beds have been disturbed — ^that is, bent into 
folds or broken — ^the oil may find a resting place and form a pool. 

The structural form that is most favorable to the accumulation of 
oil is an upwarp or bulge, a feature that is generally known as an 
anticline, but if the anticline has about the same width as length it is 
generally called a dome. Other structural forms that are less f avor- 
fible to the accumulation of oil are terraces, monoclines, synclines, or 
tilted blocks of rock that have been separated from the adjacent 
strata by faults. The degree of deformation of rock beds, however, 
varies greatly. In some places, as in the Kansas, Oklahoma, and 
Texas fields, it is so slight as to be imperceptible to casual inspection 
and requires close instrumental work for its detection; in (fthers, as in 
the California and Wyoming fields, the tilting may be strongly de- 
veloped, and can be ascertained at a glance by a trained observer. 

The presence or absence of water in the " sands " is a further quali- 
fying factor in determining the location of pools. The following 
statements concerning the presence of water have been verified again 
and again in developed fields: 

1. If the pay sands are saturated with water, the gas and oil, 
which are lighter than the water, will be found above it in the crests 
of domes or anticlines or on the flats or terraces of monoclinal 
structures. 

2. If only parts of the sands are saturated with water, the gas and 
oil will be found at the upper level of saturation, and this level may 
be on the crest of the anticline or may be part way down its sides. 

8. If the sands are dry, the oil will have migrated downward either 
to the troughs of the synclines or to a point where further shifting 
has been prevented by the closeness of the sand. 

4. If oil and gas occur in the same stratum, gas, which is the lighter 
substance, will generally, though not invariably, be found above 
the oil. 

GENERAL FEATURES OF STRUCTURE IN THE BLACKFEET INDIAN 

RESERVATION. 

The area described in this report can be divided into two large 
structural imits, which differ greatly in the degree to which the strata 
have been deformed. A slightly curving line (shown on the geologic 
sketch map, PL XXIV), extending northward from a point on Birch 
Creek in T. 37 N., R. 9 W., to a point on the Canadian boundary in 
T. 37 N., R. 12 W., would mark a sharp transition from an area on the 
east in which the beds are nearly horizontal and undisturbed to an 
area on the west, adjacent to the mountain front, in which the rocks 
have been extensively faulted and folded. The eastern part of the 
area shown on the map is characterized by simple broad belts of out- 
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crop that trend regularly northward and the western area by a rela- 
tively complex arrangement of formations. 

In the area where the beds are nearly horizontal they dip in gen- 
eral slightly westward at angles ranging from nearly 0° to 5° in 
gentle undulating folds whose average dip is not over 2°. As a re- 
sult of this average westward dip of the bedrock formations the 
youngest or the highest stratigraphically, the Willow Creek forma- 
tion, lies farthest west in these nearly horizontal beds, and the 
oldest, the Colorado shale, lies farthest east on the eastern edge of 
the tract. Thus one who is traveling westward up any of the prin- 
Mipsl valleys, as, for instance, from Marias River up Cut Bank Creek 
or Two Medicine Creek, would cross all the formations in sequence 
from older to younger in a distance of 35 to 50 miles. Between the 
south slopes of Milk River Ridge and the international boundary a 
broad, open syncline, whose steeper limb is on the west, lies on the 
west border of the area of nearly horizontal rocks. The axis of this 
syncline is between 1 and 2 miles east of the line that marks the 
transition to the disturbed belt of rocks and closely parallels thiit 
line. Farther north, in Alberta, this syncline broadens into a much 
more extensive feature, which reaches to Calgary and beyond. On 
the south it is practically fcoextensive with the outcrop of the Willow 
Creek formation and does not reach beyond Cut Bank Creek. 

Minor undulations of the strata in the area of nearly horizontal 
rocks can be seen in detail only along the principal stream valleys. 
In places these undulations have produced structural terraces — that 
is, the general westward dip of the beds is interrupted locally by 
flats or benches. Elsewhere dips to the east in this area of generally 
westward-tilted strata indicate slight anticlinal folds. Both these 
types of structure may or may not have acted as reservoirs or traps 
for oil and gas if these substances were once in any of the underly- 
ing rocks. The areas occupied by these structures seem to be m6st 
favorable for obtaining oil and gas in the eastern part of the reser- 
vation. The detailed descriptions which follow treat of twelve 
structural terraces and anticlines that were noted in the course of 
the field work in the area of horizontal rocks. (See map, PI. XXV.) 
The change in structure from the nearly horizontal beds in the east- 
em half of the reservation to the steeply dipping disturbed beds 
in the other half is very abrupt. Where exposures are good, espe- 
cially along the major stream valleys, this change can be seen to 
occur within a few feet, there being no intermediate zone of gentle 
folds. 

The belt of disturbed beds adjacent to the mountains that occupy 
the western third of the region here described is a small part of a 
structural area from 15 to 20 miles wide, which extends at least 80 
miles southeast along the east front of the Rocky Mountains to and 
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beyond Sun River and a much greater distance northwest acroBS 
Alberta. Throughout this belt the rocks have been intensely folded 
and faulted by thrust stresses that acted from the southwest. In 
many places the individual formations are so much crushed and 
broken that it is impossible to identify them with certainty. The 
only constant feature in this whole disturbed area is the general 
northwesterly strike of the rocks. Because of this parallelism of 
strike the more resistant sandstones of the several formations appear 
as numerous strike ridges, and in many places the same hard beds 
are repeated by faulting within short distances. In the Blackfeet 
Indian Reservation the deformation of the disturbed belt accom- 
panied the overthrusting that produced the Lewis overthrust, a great 
fault which can be traced along the eastern face of the mountains in 
the Glacier National Park, just off the west edge of the reservation.* 
The folds and faults in the belt of disturbed rocks along three 
well-exposed lines transverse to the general trend of the belt are 
shown graphically in the structural sections given on Plates XXIV 
and XXV. The only part of this area where large folds were formed 
lies along its eastern edge, which was farthest removed from the 
center of disturbance in the mountains. In the western two-thirds 
of this disturbed belt the beds are so much faulted and crushed 
that they could hardly serve as reservoirs for oil or gas. Large 
anticlines, which are described below, occur at seven localities along 
the east side of the disturbed belt. 

DETAHiS OF ANTICLINES AND STRUCTURAIi TERRACES. 
AHTICLIKEB IN BELT OF DISTURBED ROOKS. 

Milk River anticline. — ^An anticline, here called the Milk River 
anticline, whose axis can be traced for more than 12 miles in the 
disturbed belt, extends northwestward across the south, middle, and 
north forks of Milk River. (See PL XXV.) This is the largest 
and apparently the most promising anticline in the reservation for 
prospecting for oil and gas in the belt of disturbed rocks. The Two 
Medicine is the lowest formation exposed in this anticline, and on its 
crest in each of the river valleys crossed all but about 300 to 600 
feet of these beds have been removed by erosion, so that it is possible 
to explore the underlying Colorado shale and the upper part of the 
Kootenai formation by drilling to depths of not more than 2,500 
feet. The best exposures in this large fold appear in the valleys of 
the forks of Milk River. 

The northernmost outcrops of the Milk River anticline are in the 
valley of North Fork of Milk River, in the southwestern part of 

I Willis, Bailey, Stratigraphy and structure of Lewis and Llyingston ranges, Mont: 
Geol. Soc America Bull., vol. 18, p. 881, 1902. 
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T. 87 N., R. 12 W, The axis of the anticline at this locality is fairly 
well defined and extends through sees. 31 and 32, cutting the section 
line between these two sections about 1,500 feet north of the quarter 
comer. The dips on the east limb of the fold are best exposed in 
the N. i sec. 82, where there are a series of outcrops of sandstone and 
shale whose structure can be accurately determined. The dips in this 
tract range from 30® to 51° NE. The west limb of this fold is less 
steeply tilted than the east limb, so the anticline is somewhat unsym- 
metric. About 1,500 feet west of the east quarter corner of sec. 31 
the beds exposed dip to the southwest at an angle of not over 4°. 
Farther west on North Fork of Milk River the Two Medicine 
beds are continuous for about 1^ miles upstream, the westward dip 
apparently continuing through all this stretch to the W. i sec. 36, 
where the overlying Bearpaw shale enters in normal sequence and 
it in turn is overlain by the Horsethief sandstone, with its charac- 
teristic oyster beds. The stratigraphic sequence here shown seems to 
prove conclusively that the beds exposed along the crest of the Milk 
River anticline at this point belong to the Two Medicine formation. 
In sec. 6, T. 36 N., R. 12 W., numerous exposures in a tributary coulee 
to Milk River also show the westward-dipping rocks on this fold. 
The low dips on the west limb of this anticline near the axis of the 
fold again appear at this point, where they are only 7° to 8°, but 
farther west the beds are inclined at angles as great as 5V. 

The northward extension of the Milk River anticline is apparently 
interrupted by a cross fault, which trends about N. 80° E., cutting 
through the S. J sees. 29 and 30, T. 37 N., R. 12 W., and extending 
westward into the adjoining township. In the W. i sec. 29 the dips, 
instead of being to the east, as they would be if the east limb of the 
Milk River anticline continued through this locality, are to the west, 
the maximum angle being 60°. From this locality westward the dips 
are aU to the west, but insteicd of the low dips of 4° seen on the 
west limb of the Milk River anticline — ^the dips that would appear 
normally in this position on the fold — ^the dips are as great as 60°. 
The lack of accordance of dip in this tract with that in the area to 
the southeast, along the anticline, seems to prove that the anticline 
does not continue through this area but has been interrupted by 
faulting. About 6 miles farther northwest, however, on St. Mary 
River in Canada, a broad anticline occurs almost exactly on the pro- 
longation of the axis of the Milk River anticline. This is doubtless 
an extension of the same fold. 

The rocks south of the exposures on North Fork of Milk River 
are very poorly exposed for about 5 miles, but in the valley of 
Middle Fork of Milk River, in the south half of T. 36 N., R. 12 W., 
the anticline is again exposed and its axis, which is fairly well 
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defined, passes through sees. 22, 27, and 34 with a slight curve. 
Here, as on North Fork of Milk River, the fold is not symmetric, the 
steeper limb being on the east. Near the center of sec. 22, about 
1,500 feet east of the crest of the fold, a dip of 56^ NE. was noted. 
About 2,000 feet southwest of this locality the dip is 4° SW. A, 
quarter of a mile farther southwest it has increased to 18^, and it 
gradually becomes steeper until in the N. ^ sec. 29 the strata are 
tilted at an angle of about 40^, and again the dark marine shale of 
the Bearpaw is- overlain by the Horsethief sandstone in normal suc- 
cession. In this area on the whole the succession of the strata and 
the character of the folds are identical with those in the area to the 
northwest and seem to prove conclusively that the Milk River anti- 
cline is continuous through the intervening area. 

On the south side of the valley of Middle Fork of Milk River the 
dips outline a fold that is also in harmony with the structure to the 
north. In sees. 33 and 34 southwestward dips of 24° to 34** are 
noted, and the Bearpaw shale and Horsethief sandstone enter in 
normal succession above the Two Medicine formation. The crest of 
the fold, however, is more compressed than it is to the north, the dips 
near the north line of sec. 34 being in opposite directions, those on 
the west having an angle of 58° and those on the east an angle of 
65°. Throughout the W. i sec. 34 and in the E. i sec. 35 dips of 27° 
to 44° were measured at a number of points, indicating that in this 
locality the east limb remains much as it is farther north. In the 
SE. J sec. 26, however, there are several small cross faults, which are 
indicated by westward dips of about 25° throughout about 50 acres. 
This is the only cross fault noted on this anticline. Others are 
probably present and must be considered in prospecting for oil or gas. 

In T. 35 N., E. 12 W., the axis of the Milk River anticline is still 
well outlined by opposite dips in the Two Medicine formation. The 
anticline continues southward beyond South Fork of Milk River 
through sees. 2, 11, and 14, and probably as far as the south side of 
sec. 25. In sees. 8 and 4 the westward dips are much the same as 
those farther north on Middle Fork. Near the center of sec. 15 of 
the same township the Horsethief sandstone, which lies on the con- 
tinuation of its exposures to the north and dips about 30° W., indi- 
cates that the fold still continues in this locality. South of Milk 
River a few exposures of the same sandstone in sec. 26 show that the 
anticline is continuous for at least a mile south of South Fork. 
This fold, however, if extended farther south meets the extensive 
gravel-covered area that forms Milk River Ridge. On the south 
slope of this ridge, in sees. 8, 16, 17, and 18, T. 34 N., R. 11 W., on 
the line of the trend of the Milk River anticline, the exposures are 
fairly good and indicate no anticlinal structure, the beds all dipping 
westward. At this place, therefore, there is probably a cross fault 
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like the one that limits the Milk River anticline on the northwest, as 
already described. The southern limit of this fold must conse- 
quently remain indefinite, as the surface indications do not prove 
its existence for a distance greater than a mile southwest of Middle 
Fork of Milk River. All told, this anticline can be followed for 
about 12 miles, and is the largest single fold found in the Blackfeet 
Seservation. The lowest stratigraphic horizon reached along its 
crest, and therefore the position that is nearest to the underlying, 
possibly productive sands in the Colorado shale and Kootenai for- 
mation, is in the bottoms of the valleys of the major streams crossed 
by the axis of the fold. These localities include parts of sees. 31 
and 32, T. 37 N., R. 12 W.; sees. 27, 34, and 35, T. 36 N., R. 12 W.; 
and sees. 2, 3, 11, 13, and 14, T. 35 N., R. 12 W. The most favorable 
locations for drilling appear to be in these sections. Because of the 
high dips in the east limb of the fold it seems best to drill on the 
west limb, near the axis of the anticline. 

South Fork anticline. — A large fold, the second in size and prob- 
ably in value as a possible reservoir of oil or gas, lies east of and 
parallel to the Milk River anticline and can be traced for about 6 
miles across the principal branches of South Fork of Milk River 
in T. 36 N., Rs. 11 and 12 W., and in T. 35 N., R. 11 W. For con^ 
venience of description in this report this fold is described as the 
South Fork anticline. 

This anticline is the only extensive one in the belt of disturbed 
rocks on the reservation which is not bounded on both sides by 
faults. It is bounded on the west by a fault along its entire length, 
but the beds on the east extend into the area of nearly horizontal 
rocks without a break. The desirability of prospecting in this anti- 
cline, however, is somewhat uncertain because of the great thickness 
of rocks that overlies the possible oil and gas sands. At least 400 
feet of the beds of the St. Mary River formation occur at the lowest 
stratigraphic point on the crest of the fold, so that the depth to 
the Virgelle sandstone is over 3,000 feet and the depth to the base 
of the Colorado shale is nearly 5,000 feet. However, if other anti- 
clines in this region should prove productive drilling might be done 
on this fold. On Middle Fork of Milk River the South Fork anti- 
cline is best exposed along the south side of the valley in sec. 36, 
T. 36 N., R. 12 W., and sec. 31, T. 36 N., R. 11 W. The crest can 
be located only approximately between the eastward dips along the 
west line of sec. 31 and the westward dips, which occur about 2,000 
feet to the west in sec. 36. The exposures on the north side of the 
valley are very poor, and the continuation of this anticline northward 
can not be proved from the surface indications. 

Between South Fork and Middle Fork of Milk River the area in 
a line prolonged from this fold affords only a few exposures, but 
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on South Fork of Milk River the anticline is again indicated by 
opposite dips in the cut bank along the south side of that stream. 
Near the center of sec. 8 the dip in the Willow Creek formation is 
10^ NE., which accords very well with the dip of 18** along the 
same line of strike on the Middle Fork. In the NW. i sec. 17, close 
to the west line of the section, the rocks are tilted 80® SW., the 
anticlinal axis cutting through the W. ^ sec. 8 apparently in close 
alignment with the trend of the fold as outlined on Middle Fork of 
Milk River. 

The southward continuation of the South Fork anticline is very 
indefinite, the area south of the river affording few exposures from 
which its position can be determined. On the south side of Milk 
River Ridge, along the line of C-D on Plate XXV, the crest of a 
fold lying close to the fault block that bounds the Blackfeet coal 
field on the east probably represents a southeastern extension of this 
anticline, but if so its axis in this area has shifted westward to a 
point nearer the fault just mentioned than it is in the area farther 
north. The lower part of the Willow Creek formation outcrops on 
the axis of the fold at this locality. 

Blackfeet anticlines. — ^A fault block lying between the Milk River 
and South Fork anticlines and extending southward beyond the 
limits of those folds contains rocks that are closely folded, for the 
most part in two parallel anticlines. Coal is exposed on the flanks of 
these folds for about 12 miles along the fault block, and the area has 
been described in a previous report as the Blackfeet coal field.^ Sec- 
tions A-B and C-D (PL XXV) intersect these folds and give a gen- 
eral idea of their relations to the surrounding structural features. 
They seem to offer little chance of finding oil or gas, because the 
faults on both sides probably limit the area which could serve as col- 
lecting ground for oil or gas. Wells drilled at the lowest strati- 
graphic points on these folds to the highest possibly productive sand 
would have to extend through nearly all the Bearpaw shale in addi- 
tion to the full thickness of the Two Medicine formation, a depth of 
nearly 2,500 feet, and would reach the base of the Colorado shale at a 
depth not much less than 4,000 feet. 

Anticlines on Cut Bank Creek. — On Cut Bank Creek, about 2 miles 
west of Cut Bank School, in sees. 10, 11, 14, and 15, T. 33 N., R. 11 W., 
there are two parallel anticlines whose axes trend about N. 18° W. 
The western of these two folds is closely compressed, the dips on the 
west limb being as high as 70° and those on the east about 60°, the 
axis intersecting a point very close to the southwest comer of sec. 11. 
The axis of the east fold crosses the creek in the southwest quarter of 
the same section. The anticline there is much more open than the one 

1 Steblnger, Eugene, Geology and coal resources of northeastern Teton County, Mont : 
U. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 621, pp. 148-153, 1916. 
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to the west and exposes the Bearpaw shale along its crest, as indicated 
by the cut-bank exposures on either side of the creek. The east limb 
of this fold near the axis, on the south side of the creek, has a dip of 
about 20°. The west limb, on the north side of the creek, has a dip 
of about 37°, and the St. Mary River f6rmation appears in normal 
succession above the Horsethief sandstone, which in turn lies above 
the Bearpaw shale. The rocks exposed in the west fold at this point 
are identical with those of the St. Mary River formation and appar- 
ently belong to that formation, as is shown by the sequence just 
cited and by the absence of indications of faults between these two 
folds. 

Anticline on Two Medicine Creek. — ^In the valley of Two Medicine 
Creek, near the mouth of Little Badger Creek, in sees. 22 and 27, T. 
31 N., R. 10 W., there is an anticline which lies between steeply dip- 
ping faulted beds on either flank. The axis of this fold can be lo- 
cated approximately by opposite dips on the north side of the valley, 
in the NE. \ sec. 22. Near the center of this section the strata dip 
30** SW., whereas about 2,000 feet to the east similar beds are tilted 
64** NE., this steep dip continuing to the faulted ground in the W. \ 
sec. 23. The exposures dearly indicate a moderately compressed 
fold, as shown on cross section E-F (PL XXV), but it was impos- 
sible to determine the formation to which the beds belong. Their 
lithologic appearance indicates that they can be assigned either to the 
St. Mary River or the Two Medicine formation, but as the rocks are 
not in normal sequence and the fossil shells and dinosaur bones found 
in them are indeterminate, it is not yet possible to decide this question. 

Anticline on Badger Creek. — On Badger Creek, in the east half of 
T. 80 N., R. 10 W., there is a fairly open fold which exposes the St. 
Mary River formation along its afeds. The axis trends about N. 15° 
W. and is fairly well defined on both sides of the creek. Its north- 
west and southeast limits, however, are indefinite because of the cover 
of glacial drift, which conceals the rocks in the upland areas on both 
sides of the valley. The dips on the east limb of this fold range from 
15° to 30° and those on the west limb from 30° to 60°. Beds of sand- 
stone in the St. Mary River formation arch over the crest of the 
anticline and are strikingly shown on the north side of the valley. 
The small size of this fold and the great depth to the underlying 
sands that may contain oil or gas seem to offer comparatively little 
inducement for prospecting, 

AVTICLIinBB AND STBXrCTU&AL TER&AOEB ZK THE ABEA OF NEABLT HOBIZOKTAL 

BOCBIB. 

Anticline on North Fork of Milk River.— In T. 37 N., R. 11 W., 
there is an anticline in very gently folded rocks whose axis passes 
through sees. 17, 20, and 21, but can not be more definitely located. 
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The dips that outline this fold are exposed only along the sides of 
the valley of North Fork of Milk River. Near the center of sec- 

16, on the northwest side of the valley, the beds dip IJ® NW. The 
strata southwest of this point lie horizontal, as is shown by exposures 
on both the north and the south side of the river. The west limb of 
the fold is indicated in the SW. i sec. 20 by dips of about 2° SW. 
The strata southwest of this point lie horizontal, as is shown by ex- 
posures on both the north and the south sides of the river. The 
west limb of the fold is indicated in the SW. J sec. 20 by dips of 
about 2° SW. 

The strata exposed in the vicinity of this anticline belong to the 
Willow Creek formation, and a well drilled to the nearest produc- 
tive sand yet found in tliis region would necessarily penetrate all the 
intervening strata between the Virgelle sandstone and the Willow 
Creek rocks, which would include all of the St. Mary River forma* 
tion, Horsethief sandstone, Bearpaw shale, and Two Medicine forma- 
tion — a total of nearly 4,000 feet, in addition to an undetermined 
thickness of Willow Creek beds— probably about 600 feet. The 
extension of this fold can not be certainly determined from the sur- 
face exposures, as the outcrops of the bedrock formations away from 
the river valley are very meager. In the valley of South Fork of 
Milk River, in sees. 27 and 28 of the township adjoining to the south, 
and nearly on the line of strike, there is no anticline, as the beds dip 
continuously westward. 

Anticline on Cut Bank Creek. — On the south side of the valley of 
Cut Bank Creek, in sec. 34, T. 34 N., R. 9 W., exposures indicate a 
gentle anticline whose axis extends north-northwestward, the axis 
lying approximately along the center of the valley of Willow Creek» 
which at this point enters Cut Bank Creek from the south. The 
Bearpaw shale is the surface formation on the fold. In the W. i 
sec. 34, in a steep bank on the south side of the creek, the clay shale 
beds belonging to this formation dip westward at an angle of about 
2^. On the east side of the same section beds of similar shale dip 
eastward at an angle somewhat under 1°. This fold does not reach 
as far north as the south edge of Rimrock Butte, near the center of 
this township, as is indicated by excellent exposures of the rocks, 
which show a uniform westward dip. The southward extension is 
indefinite because of the poor exposures along the lower part of the 
valley of Willow Creek. Nearly the full thickness of the Bearpaw 
shale is exposed along the crest of this fold on Cut Bank Creek, and 
the overlying Horsethief sandstone lies above the shale less than 1 
mile to the west. The depth here to the top of the Virgelle sand- 
stone is about 2,400 feet. 

Anticline on Willow Creek. — On Willow Creek, in sees. 8, 16, and 

17, T. 33 N., R. 9 W., there are excellent exposures of the crest of a 
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broad, gentle anticline outlined by dips for several miles along the 
valley of the creek. The east limb of the fold shows dips as great as 
4° on the south bank of the creek, near the north line of the section, 
in the XW. i sec. 16. A few hundred yards to the west the beds have 
flattened to a dip of only |°, and where the creek crosses the line 
between sees. 16 and 17 the beds are horizontal. The next exposures 
to the southwest, along the valley of the creek, show rocks that are 
tilted uniformly at an angle of about 2° SW. for about 1,500 feet, 
as far as the exposures continue. The dips indicate that an anticline 
extends in a northwestward direction across the creek near the line 
between sees. 16 and 17. Nearly the full thickness of the Horsethief 
sandstone is exposed along the crest of this anticline, so that in order 
to reach the imderlying Virgelle sandstone the drill would have to 
penetrate about 2,700 feet of rocks. 

Small structural terraces on Two Medicine Creek. — rOn the lower 
part of Two Medicine Creek there are four localities where a flatten- 
ing of the dip in beds that are generally inclined westward produces 
small structural terraces. At each locality these features can be 
seen only in the badland exposures along the sides of the valley of 
the creek, the north and south extent of the structural terraces being 
indeterminate because of the lack of exposures. In the N. i sec. 4, 
T. 31 N., R. 6 W., the rocks of the Two Medicine formation lie hori- 
zontal, and the flat or terrace structure apparently continues north- 
ward through the centet of sec. 33. Near the east line of the sec- 
tion the beds dip about 2° W., and near the center of sec. 8 they 
again lie practically flat over an area of several hundred acres. 
Still farther east, in sec. 2, these beds dip westward, and this dip 
continues for several miles downstream. The dips therefore seem 
to show the presence of two small structural terraces, which are 
indicated on the map (PL XXV). Three miles to the southwest, 
in sees. 11 and 12, T. 31 N., R. 7 W., there is another structural 
terrace. In the W. i sec. 12 the beds lie nearly horizontal. In the 
E. i sec. 12 they dip about 14° W. and then flatten in the E. i SW. i 
sec. 11, west of which they again assume the uniform westward dip 
which continues for many miles up the valley of the creek. These 
four structural terraces on the lower part of Two Medicine Creek 
are all in the lower half of the Two Medicine formation. The 
eastern pair of terraces is probably not more than 400 or 500 feet 
above the top of the Virgelle sandstone, whereas the two farther 
west lie nearly 1,000 feet above the Virgelle. 

Structural terraces in Tps, 29^ SO, and 31 iV., R. 9 IF.— Between 
Badger Creek and Two Medicine Creek, in sees. 29 and 32, T. 31 N., 
R. 9 W., and sees. 5 and 8, T. 30 N., R. 9 W., there is a structural 
terrace that occupies about 3 square miles. In sees. 21, 22, and 28 
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the Horsethief sandstone and St. Mary River formation are fairly 
well exposed and dip uniformly 2^ SW. Toward the southwest 
these inclined beds flatten first to a dip of about ^^ in the NE. i sec. 
29 and then to practical horizontality near the center of the sec- 
tion. The flat-lying beds, as indicated by exposures of rocks in the 
coulees, extend southeastward in a belt that reaches nearly to Badger 
Creek. The southward extent of this structural terrace could not 
be definitely ascertained, because the exposures along Badger Creek, 
on what appears to be its trend, are very poor. In sees. 7 and 8, 
T. 30 N., R. 9 W., on the north side of Badger Creek valley, the 
Horsethief sandstone dips 1® W., and this dip is probably the con- 
tinuation of the general westward dip on the west side of the struc- 
tural terraces referred to. Farther north, in sec. 19, T. 31 N., R. 9 
W., in the line of strike of the inclined strata last mentioned, the 
rocks dip as much as 8^ NE., and this dip suggests that the hori- 
zontal strata near the center of sec. 29 occupies the basin of a 
shallow syncline. Farther south the dips, however, clearly indicate 
the presence of" the structural terrace. Nearly the full thickness of 
the Horsethief sandstone and a few feet of St. Mary River beds 
appear at the surface in this terrace. 

In an area of about 8 square miles that lies at the south edge of 
T. 30 N., R. 9 W., and extends southwestward into the adjoining 
township, there seems to be a second structural terrace. The beds 
lie flat throughout all of sec. 34 and parts of the adjoining sections, 
and exposures in the N. ^ sec. 10, T. 29 N., R. 9 W., indicate that this 
area of horizontal, rocks extends at least that far south. To the 
west, as indicated by the numerous dip symbols shown on the njap 
(PI. XXV), the rocks dip uniformly to the west. Dips of 4? to 5** 
in sec. 9 of the same township, together with those of 2® to 8*^ in 
sec. 32, T. 80 N., R. 9 W., indicate that the beds are uniformly tilted 
to the west on the west side of this structural terrace. In the SW. J 
sec. 26 a dip of 7® NE. was noted, which suggests that there is at 
that locality a sharp reversal of the normal southwestward dip. 

Anticlines on BlacktaU Creek. — ^In the valley of Blacktail Creek, 
in the southeast quarter of T. 30 N., R. 8 W., a gentle fold is clearly 
outlined in the upper part of the Two Medicine formation. The 
<}ip of the beds on the west side of this fold is in places as great as 
8°, and many exposures show that the beds are uniformly tilted to 
the west for a distance of about 4 miles along the side. The dip of 
the beds on the east side of the fold is lower but equally persistent. 
Flat beds were noted in the W. \ NW. \ sec. 28, and the axis of the 
fold that extends in a northwest direction crosses near this locality. 
In order to reach the base of the Colorado shale on the crest of this 
fold the drill would have to penetrate about 3,800 feet of rocks. The 
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southeast extension of the anticline just described can not be accu- 
rately determined because of the lack of exposures in the level areas 
*5outheast of Blacktail Creek. Where the extension of this fold 
sliould cross Birch Creek the exposures are also very poor, and no 
definite indications of an anticline were noted. 

Bocks dipping in opposite directions on Blacktail Creek, near the 
north quarter corner of sec. 13, T. 29 N., E. 9 W., indicate a narrow- 
crested fold extending in a direction about N. 15° W. The dips on 
the east flank are about 1° and those on the west flank about 2°. 
Bearpaw shale outcrops along the crest of this fold. 

Anticlines on Birch Creek. — ^There is a small, narrow-crested anti- 
cline on the west edge of the area of nearly horizontal rocks on Birdi 
Creek, in sees. 4 and 9, T. 28 N., R. 9 W. This fold is exposed only 
along the sides of the creek in outcrops near water level. The beds 
on the west limb of the anticline dip between 8° and 10° and to the 
southwest are cut oflF sharply by a fault within half a mile of the 
axis of the fold. The beds On the east limb dip about 1°, thus show- 
ing a decidedly unsymmetric fold with a steep flank on the south- 
west. The St. Mary River formation is exposed on the crest of the 
anticline and at water level along the creek there are a few feet of 
the Horsethief sandstone. 

Two miles farther up Birch Creek fairly good exposures indicate 
a second anticline, whose axis, which trends N. 12° W., crosses the 
creek about 900 feet west of the line between sees. 17 and 18, T. 28 N., 
E. 9 W. The Bearpaw shale and Horsethief sandstone are exposed 
along the crest of the fold, and on the west flank a considerable thick- 
ness of the St. Mary River formation overlies the Horsethief. This 
anticline is also unsynmietric, but the steeper flank is on the north- 
east, the dips approaching the vertical. On the southwest side for 
a mile from the axis the dips do not exceed 30°, and for nearly 
half this distance the beds dip gently at angles not much over 8°. 

RESULTS OP DRILLING. 

No drilling had been done on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation 
up to the time of the preparation of this report. Borings, however, 
have been made on the east, north, and west sides of the reserva- 
tion, all of them with negative results. These borings suggest that 
in this region it is useless to drill either in highly faulted rocks, such 
as those in the west half of the disturbed belt near the mountain 
front, or in areas where the rocks lie very flat. 

The only well so far drilled on an anticline near the reservation 
was located near the crest of a large fold on the line of the Milk 
River anticline, on St. Mary River about 1^ miles north of the bound- 
ary (locality 4, PI. XXIV). Information concerning this boring. 
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which was drilled since the writer examined the region, was kindly 
furnished by Dr. James S. Stewart, of the Geological Survey of 
Canada. Only a few hundred feet of the upper part of the Colo 
rado shale were penetrated according to latest reports, and there- 
fore the boring can not be considered a fair test of the possibilitr 
of obtaining oil along this fold. The boring was made with a dia- 
mond drill and reached the Colorado shale at a depth of about 3W 
feet, after passing through the sandy beds of the lower part of tlie 
Two Medicine formation and the Virgelle sandstone. By Septem- 
ber, 1915, the drill had reached a depth of 560 feet, and operations 
t^ere suq^ended. The shale at the bottom of the hole, as shown by 
the drill core, is crumpled and dips at a high angle, although the 
overlying sandstones on the crest of the anticline are practically 
flat. Although the soft shale of the upper part of the Colorado has 
been thus crushed and crumpled, the more rigid sandstones in the 
lower part of the formation and in the Kootenai, like those that are 
exposed at the surface of the anticline, may have been strong enough 
to withstand the stresses that caused the deformation without crump- 
ling and breaking. It is therefore probably in general true that the 
presence of crumpled shale in the larger anticlines in the belt of dis- 
turbed rocks in this region does not necessarily condemn these folds 
for oil prospecting. 

About 15 miles off the east edge of the Blackfeet Reservation, near 
Kevin, Toole County, on the James Miller ranch, a boring 1,755 feet 
deep, sunk in search of oil, passed through the lower two-thirds of 
the Colorado shale and all of the Kootenai formation, and probably 
entered the Jurassic. This well is in the midst of a large area whose 
rocks lie horizontal, as shown by exposures in the vicinity and also 
by the Virgelle sandstone in the prominent escarpment west and 
north of the locality. The boring was therefore made at a place 
where the structure was unfavorable to the accumulation of gas or 
oil. Small flows of gas, however, were encountered at three horizons. 
The log of this well, furnished by H. C. Price, of Great Falls, Mont., 
was as follows: 
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Log of well at the James Miller ranch, in the 2V^W. J sec, 25, T. 3i N., R, 4 W. 

[Elevation, 3,360 feet. 1 



Probable formation. 



Driller's description of the rock. 



Thickness. 



Depth. 



Glacial drift. 



Loam and gravel 

Black shale 

Lime shell 

Black shale 

Sand (eas and water) 

Gray-black shale 

Sand (gas) 

Sandy shale 

Hard dark shale , 

Black shale 

Gray sandy shale 

Black sand 

Sandy shale 

Light shale 

Sandy shale 

Black shale 

Gray sand 

Sand (gas. best flow). 
Black shale 

Light shale 

Bedrock 

Light shale 

Hardshell 

Hard sand 

SheU 

Sand 

Light shale 

Sand 

Hardshell 

Light shale 

Hard sand 

Hardshell 

Hard sand 

Yellow shale 

Gritty sand 

Hardshell 

Black shale 

Hardshell 

Limerock 

Black shale 



Feet, 



40 



Feet. 



40 



Colorado shale. 



120 
2 

163 
5 

100 
10 
30 
10 

180 
70 
10 
40 
80 

100 
95 
20 
5 
30 



160 

162 

315 

320 

420 

430 

460 

470 

650 

720 

730 

770 

850 

950 

1,045 

1,065 

1,070 

1,100 



Kootenai formation. 



1,115 
1,150 
1,195 
1,200 
1,225 
1,230 
1,300 
1,360 
1,390 
1,400 
1,460 
1,500 
1,510 
1,550 
1,600 
1,650 
1,655 
1,675 
1,680 



Jurassic. 



1,730 
1,755 



Borings were also made just off the west edge of the reservation 
in three places at the base of the mountain front in the Glacier Na- 
tional Park (localities 1, 2, and 3, PL XXIV). All these borings 
seem to have been dry or to have struck only very small amounts 
of gas. The Colorado shale is the surface rock at each of these places 
and the greater part of the beds penetrated belong to that forma- 
tion. At locality 2, near Sherburne Lake, several holes were drilled 
to a depth of about 1,600 feet entirely in the Colorado shale. These 
three places are only a few miles from the trace of the Lewis over- 
thrust, and the whole of the Colorado shale is tilted to the west and 
has been much thickened by crumpling and repeated faulting. The 
negative results obtained at these widely scattered places along the 
base of the mountain front and the geologic evidence that the forma- 
tions on the west edge of the reservation are much disturbed indi- 
cate that this part of the region is unfavorable for oil and gas 
prospecting. 
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COALS IN THE AREA BETWEEN BON AIR AND CLDTY, 

TENNESSEE. 



By Charles Butts. 



INTRODUCTION. 

On the economic-geology map in the Pikevillo folio * of the Geo- 
logic Atlas of the United States a strip representing ground between 
Bon Air and Clifty, Tenn., and lying witliin a space shaded to show 
the probable extent of workable coal beds was left unshaded, pre- 
sumably because the knowledge available at the time did not war- 
rant a positive conclusion regarding the coal resources of the area 
represented by the xmshaded atrip. The absence of shading was sim- 
ply an expression of lack of knowledge, but it has been misinterpreted 
by some persons as a condemjiation, so the area has recently been 
reexamined by the United States Geological Survey. It is hoped 
that the following notes giving the results of the examination will 
serve to correct any misunderstanding regarding the probable coal 
resources of this area that may have grown out of the use of the 
Pikeville map. 

SECTIONS OF THE COAL. BEDS. 

Bon Air coal. — In an old, abandoned mine at Owens station 
(locality 1 on the map, fig. 36), at the level of the creek, the bed of 
coal mined seems to be one of the Bon Air bods. The coal was not 
accessible and could not be examined, but its thickness is reported 
*to be variable and to reach a maximxmi of 28 inches. • 

In the "guK" of Caney Fork, 1 mile south of Welch Knob (2 on 
fig. 36), a bed supposed to be the Bon Air is in part exposed imme- 
diately beneath the basal conglomeratic sandstone of the coal mea- 
sures. The upper 2 feet 6 inches of the bed is visible, and the total 
thickness is reported to be 4 feet. The coal has been dug on a small 
scale for local supply. On Lost Creek about IJ miles northwest of 
Chestnut Moimtain (3 on fig. 36) the Bon Air bed is 44 inches thick, 
apparently all clean, hard, bright coal. 

1 Hayes, C. W., U. S. Oeol. Survey Oeol. Atlas, Pikeville folio (No. 21), 1895. 
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The Bon Air bed is probably workable as far east as Owens, though 
present knowledge does not justify positive assertion to that effeot. 

Clifiy coal. — ^The continuity of the Clif ty coal as a workable bed is 
uncertain. At the Clifty mines it thins out toward the north along 




Areas worked out in 
Ravenscroft.and Clifty 
No.1 mines 



Area, described on eco- 
nomic- geology map or 
PikevilleTOlio asprobaWy 
containing Sewanee coal ** 



Area described on eco- 
nomic - ^col ogy map of , 
Pi kev I lie ToKo asbrobabfy 
containing Bon Air oroth< 
su bcon^lomerate cool 



cA^ 



along which Clrfty Lines aondvvhichaifty , Prospect 

bed may pinch out coal bed pliSchesout ip (Number referredlDintcxt) 

ward the north Oifty and Kavenscroft mines 



Line i 

coal bed i _ 
toward 1 



FiGUBB 36.— Hap shoving location of coal mines and prospects in the Pikeville quadrangle, Tens. 

tho Une A-B on the map. It extends westward along that Une as far 
as Owens station. West of Owens it becomes thin and is of little 
value. 
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At a prospect three-fourths of a mile west of Owens (4 on fig. 36) 
the section of the bed is as shown below: 

Section of Clifty coal bed three-fourths of a mile west of Owens station. 
Shale roof. Ft. in. 

Coal 1 4i 

Clay (exposed) 6 

Total coal 1 4i 

A short distance west of this locality the bed is reported to split 
into a number of thin streaks in sandstone. 

At a prospect on the side of the ridge just west of Owens (5 on 
fig. 36) the following measurements were obtained: 

Sections of Clifty coal bed at prospect west of (hpens. 

Month of prospect. 
Shale roof. Ft. in. 
Coal 1 4 

SOOfeotlB. 
Shale roof. 

Coal 2 

Coal and bone 4 

At a prospect about three-fourths of a mile southwest of Owens 
(6 on fig. 36), now inaccessible, the bed is reported to be about 30 
inches thick. 

About li miles south of Owens (7 on fig. 36) the Clifty bed carries 
5 feet of coal, as shown below: 

Section of Clifty coal bed H miles south of Owens. 
Shale roof. Feet. 

Coal 5 

Coal and bone 2 

7 

At locality 8, three-fourths of a mile southwest of locality 7, a 
boring was made to the coal, which is reported to be 38 to 40 inches 
thick. 

At a prospect pit on the old Sal Scott place, at the east end of 
Chestnut Moimtain (9 on fig. 36), the bed is reported to be 5 feet thick. 
The prospect was closed and the coal was inaccessible. 

On Lost Creek, li miles northwest of Chestnut Mountain (10 on 
fig. 36), the bed has the following section in a prospect pit: 

Section of Clifty coal bed H miles northwest of Chestnut Mountain. 

Shale roof. Ft. tn. 

Coal 8 

Bone (pyritoua) 1 

Coal 1 2 

Bone and coal, mostly bone 1 o 

3 10 
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CONCLUSIONS. 

The facts here stated constitute all that is known about the coal 
resources of the area represented by unshaded space on the economic- 
geology map in the Pikeville folio. They seem to justify the belief 
that the Bon Air coal imderUes the area north of Caney Fork to 
a line drawn from Owens to Bon Air and west of a line drawn from 
Owens to Welch Knob. The Bon Air coal is not present, however, 
at the mouth of Clif ty Creek just north of its jimction with the river, 
nor on Little Laurel Creek 2 miles south of Chestnut Mountain, where 
the conglomerate above the coal rests upon shale that would underlie 
the coal if it was present. The bed may or may not extend beneath 
the area represented by the unshaded space on the map north of a line 
between Owens and Bon Air. The absence of the bed on Little Laurel 
Creek and at the mouth of Clif ty Creek, together with its thinness and 
irregularity at Owens, shows that it is patchy where it is best known 
and suggests that it is Ukely to be patchy throughout the area. 

The Clifty coal can reasonably be considered of workable thickn^s 
in the area southeast of a line drawn from Owens station to the open- 
ing 1 J miles northwest of Chestnut Moimtain (10 on fig. 36). It is 
absent in the area north of the Clifty mines (north of the line A-B), 
where it thins out and disappears. It abo thins to a feather edge 
about a mile west of Owens station, and it is not present in the cliff 
at Bon Air. Its absence in these areas may be explained as follows: 
At Clifty the coal is in shale between two sandstones. The two sand- 
stones converge northward and westward and finally unite on a line 
north of Clifty and west of Owens and somewhere between Bon Air and 
locahty 10 (fig. 36) northwest of Chestnut Moimtain, thus cutting out 
the shale and the included coals. The hypothetical limit of the coal is 
indicated by the broken line extended from the line A-B north of the 
Clifty mine. Somewhere north of the broken line in the area repre- 
sented in the unshaded part of the economic-geology map in the 
Pikeville folio the coal evidently comes in again, for it is a thick and 
valuable bed at the Ravenscrof t mine, at the northwest corner of thai 
area. At the southwest angle of the Ravenscrof t workings, however, 
the coal pinches out, as it does north of Clifty, and it is not known on 
the bluff west of Ravenscrof t, where the conditions seem to be the 
same as at Bon Air. 

Present knowledge, therefore, sin^ms to justify the conclusion that 
two coal beds lie beneath the area represented by the unshaded spaoo 
on the economic-geology map in the Pikeville foho but that the areas in 
which these coals are workable are patchy in distribution, so that aiiv 
investment or mining in this area should be preceded by careful and 
thorough prospecting. 
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OIL RESOURCES OF BLACK SHALES OF THE EASTERN 

UNITED STATES. 



By George H. Ashley. 



PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF INVESTIGATION. 

It has long been known that black shales owe their color to 
bituminous or carbonaceous matter and that most such shales, if 
heated, will yield gas, oil, and other by-products. For maiiy years 
such shales have been distilled for oil in Scotland and other Euro- 
pean countries. The Scotch distilleries are reported to have been 
of the greatest aid to England during the present war in supplying . 
the oil-burning ships of her navy, thus saving the excessive cargo 
rates on oil from America. It has long been recognized in this 
country that the time would come when the decline of yield in the 
oil fields would lead to tests of the black shales as a possible source 
of oil. The recent great increase in the use of light oils in internal- 
combustion engines has renewed interest in the black shales and 
has led to definite exploratory work on certain oil shales of the 
West and preliminary studies on the black shales of the East. Pre- 
liminary reports on the results of the studies of the western oil 
shales by the United States Geological Survey have already 
appeared.^ 

In 1914 the writer visited and sampled black shales at a number 
of places east of the Mississippi River. Later other samples were 
obtained in Pennsylvania by E. V. A. Mills and William E. Cam- 
eron, in Ohio by Wilbur Stout, in Illinois by Wallace Lee, in Ken- 
tucky and Indiana by Charles Butts, and in Tennessee by F. E. 
Clark. The samples are described and the results of their distilla- 
tion given in this report. The writer's samples were all cut on the 
outcrop with an army adz. First a trench was dug through the 
weathered surface of the shale until the hard surface of the ap- 
parently unweathered shale had been reached. Then a shallow 
trench the width of the adz was cut in the unweathered rock, and 

1 Woodruff, B. G., and Day, D. T., Oil shale of northwestern Colorado and northeastern 
Utah: U. S. GeoL SnrTey Bull. 581, pp. 1-21, 1915. Winchester, D. E., Oil shale in 
northwestern Colorado and adjacent areas: U. S. Geol. Surrey Bull. 641, pp. 189-198, 
1916 (BulL 641-F). 
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the material thus obtained was broken down and quartered after 
the manner of taking coal or other samples, until a 5-pound sample 
was obtained, and this was sent to Washington in a canvas bag. 
In most places where samples were taken the soft, weathered portion 
of the shale proved to be very thin and the underlying rock very 
firm and tough. In a few places the shale was exposed as a vertical 
face, with little or no weathered material on the face. 

OCCURRENCE OF THE SHALES. 

The black shales of the Eastern States are mainly at one general 
horizon, in the Upper Devonian or possibly in part lower Car- 
boniferous, which extends from New York to Alabama and west- 
ward to Mississippi Biver. Other extensive deposits of black shale 
occur at one or more horizons in the lower part of the Devonian 
and at one horizon in the Ordovician. In addition, black shales 
overlie some of the coal beds, especially certain beds in the eastern 
interior coal field. 

The principal body of black shale is known as the Chattanooga, 
New Albany, or Ohio shale. This bed underlies the eastern coal 
fields and crops out in a long line from central Alabama northeast- 
ward through Tennessee and Virginia and all around the Nashville 
Basin, in central Tennessee. West of the Appalachian coal field its 
outcrop extends from north to south across central Ohio, passing 
close to Columbus and reaching Ohio Biver near Vanceburg. Thence 
the outcrop makes a loop through central Kentucky, past Lebanon, 
and northward to Louisville, from which it stretches in a broad belt 
northwestward across Indiana, past Indianapolis nearly to Chicago. 
From this western belt of outcrop the shale extends eastward under 
eastern Ohio and underlies nearly all of Kentucky except the area 
within the loop described and all of Indiana west of the outcrop. 
Samples of this shale were cut at Cumberland Gap, Bockwood, and 
Chattanooga, Tenn., on the eastern front of the coal field ; at Bakers 
station and near Newsom station, Tenn., in the Nashville dome area ; 
and near Columbus, Ohio, and at New Albany, Ind., on the western 
outcrop. 

The Middle and Lower Devonian of New York, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, and West Virginia contain thick beds of dark shale that 
is locally black and fissile. Samples were cut near Hancock station, 
W. Va., in the black layers of the Onondaga shale member of the 
Eomney shale. 

Black shales overlying coal beds were sampled near Boonville, 
Ind., where the No. 5 bed was being stripped by a steam shovel, and 
at Springfield, 111. Few of the black shales over the coals have a 
thickness of more than 5 feet. 
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SAMPIJSS OF THE SHAUBS. 

INDDLNA. 

Samples were cut at two places in Indiana, at New Albany in the 
New Albany black shale, which is there about 100 feet thick, and 
northeast of Boonville, where black shale makes the roof of the No. 5 
coal. 

Sample 1 was cut in the upper part of the New Albany black shale 
in the bank of Ohio River at the mouth of Falling Run, just below 
New Albany. The sample represents a 10- foot section, of which the 
upper 5 feet was taken in the face of a vertical cliff on the east side 
of the run and the lower 5 feet from the shelving exposure just 
below. About 20 feet of black shale, carrying many thin streaks of 
hard, apparently limy shale, is exposed here, of which the* sample 
represents the lower 10 feet. The shale in the vertical face was very 
tough. The shale in the shelving river bank breaks out into quad- 
rangular plates 2 to 4 inches thick, which may be as much as 3 or 4 
feet in length or width. The edges follow jointing planes that run 
S. 66° W. and S. 30° W. 

Sample 2 was cut in 1915 by Charles Butts at the same place as 
sample 1. 

Sample 3. ' Many large bowlders or concretions of the black shale 
occur on the river bank at New Albany. The outside portions of 
these bowlders for a variable distance in are weathered to a gray 
color. The central portions are still a dark bluish black and give off 
a marked oily odor when broken. Sample 3 was made up of frag- 
ments from the black centers of a number of these bowlders. The 
bowlders appear to be concretionary. 

Sample 4. At low water the immediate bank of the Ohio under 
the Kentucky & Indiana Railroad bridge at N^w Albany is a gentle 
slope, exposing about 25 feet of New Albany black shale. A trench 
15 feet long and 6 to 10 inches deep was cut in this rock near the 
upper edge of the exposure. Sample 4 was cut in the bottom of this 
trench and represents a vertical thickness of about 5 feet. 

Sample 5 was cut just above the Kentucky & Indiana Railroad 
bridge at New Albany in 1915 by Charles Butts. 

Sample 6. A short distance northeast of Boonville the No. V coal 
bed is being stripped on a large scale by the Ohio Valley Coal Co. 
The coal is from 6 to 9 feet thick, and over it is 4 feet of black shale. 
Sample 6 was cut from the full thickness of the shale where freshly 
dug by the steam shovel. The black shale is overlain by 9 feet of 
drab to dark shale, 10 inches of limestone, 6 feet of light-gray shale, 
and 10 feet of light-brownish clay and soil. This sample should be as 
imweathered as any to be obtained by such stripping. 

Sample 7 was obtained from a 5-foot cut in the lower part of the 9 
feet of dark shale immediately overlying the shale cut for sj|g|^^^|^ 
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The sample was cut to determine if the dark shales carried eyen a 
small amount of oiL 

Sample 8 was obtained from a second cut in the black shale im- 
mediately over the coal at a point near the power house at the upper 
end of the stripping. At this place the black shale is 6 feet thick 
and is overlain by 3 to 4 feet of gray shale and 10 feet or less of clay 
and soil. The black shale at this point had been exposed for many 
months, if not a year. It is of interest, however, to note that not- 
withstanding this fact and the small thickness of covering, the 
sample gave a larger yield of oil than sample 6. It may be noted 
that this shale is dead black on the fresh surface instead of having 
the chocolate-brown color of many of the shales sampled. 

ILLINOia 

Sample 9 was obtained from the black shale roof of No. 5 coal at 
the East Capitol mine, in Springfield, 111., by breaking up a number 
of large blocks of black shale that had been removed from the mine 
about a week before in cleaning up a roof fall. Only the " hearts " 
of the blocks were taken to avoid including any shale that might have 
been weathered along the joints after the removal of the coal. The 
breaking down of the shale would naturally follow the joints, and 
the joint faces would form the outside surfaces of the blocks. The 
shale appeared to be massive, nonfissile, and blackish drab. 

Sample 10 was cul by Wallace Lee in the roof shales of the No. 5 
coal at the Saline mine, Gallatin County. 

KENTUCKY. 

Sample 11 was obtained by Mr. Butts in 1915 from an 8-foot ait 
in the New Albany black shale at the west end of the canal at Louis- 
ville. 

Sample 12, taken by Wallace Lee, consists of the so-called coal 
rash or mother of coal associated with the coal bed at the Bamaby 
mine, Crittenden County. 

Sample 13, also taken by Wallace Lee, represents carbonaceous 
shale that lies 50 feet above the Bell coal at Caseyville, Ky. 

OHIO. 

On the recommendation of Prof. J. A. Bownocker, State geologist 
of Ohio, samples were cut in the Ohio shale in a ravine at Glen Mary, 
8 miles north of Columbus. The cuts were made in the nearly verti- 
cal face of a wash, about 200 yards below the pike. 

Sample 14 represents a cut 5 feet long. The shale, after the re- 
moval of 6 inches of weathered rock, broke out in small chips, which 
had a drab color outside or where cut but black cro^ sections where 
broken. 
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Sample 15 represents a 3-foot cut at the same place but lower in 
the section. Instead of taking all the material, it was prepared by 
using only the ^^ heart '^ of the largest chips, in the hope of obtaining 
a sample more nearly representative of the rock away from the out- 
crop. About 15 feet of shale shows at this point. 

Sample 16. The Sunbury shale in Ohio is in the lower part of 
the Carboniferous system, overlying the Berea sandstone, one of the 
principal " oil sands " of the State. Sample 16 was cut by channel- 
ing from the middle of the Sunbury by Wilbur Stout, at Columbus, 
on the Broad Street pike near Black lick Creek. 

Sample 17 was cut from the base of the Sunbury shale by Mr. 
Stout on Bock Fork, above the covered bridge northeast of Gahanna. 
The shale is 6 to 8 feet thick and was sampled by channeling. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Sample 18. The Upper Kittanning coal is a cannel coal at many 
places in Pennsylvania. Near Cannelton, Beaver County, a deposit 
of cannel coal at this horizon occupies a narrow, oblong oxbow chan- 
nel, 5 miles in length and 600 feet wide. The coal is 15 feet thick in 
the center of the basin, but thins to 2 feet or less at the edges. It 
is imderlain by 1 foot of bituminous coal. Over the coal is a black 
shale that in places in the mine has broken down for several feet. 
Sample 18 was cut from the edge of one of these breaks, where the 
shale had been exposed to the air for 60 yeits or more. The black 
shale roof may have a much greater horizontal extent than the min- 
able coal beneath. I. F. Mansfield, who has mined the coal here for 
many years, estimates that there is a thousand acres of shale from 3 
to 5 feet thick. 

Samples 19 to 24 were taken by R. V. A. Mills in Butler County 
but in connection with the geological survey of the Butler quad- 
rangle. Probably none of these samples represents sufficient thickness 
to indicate a workable deposit, but they are of interest as showing 
what may be obtained from such shales. 

Sample 19 represents a cannel-like shale, 1 foot thick, underlying 
16 inches of thin-bedded black shale and overlying 15 inches of 
mottled clay that in turn overlies the Lower Freeport coal 2 feet 
thick, in the southwest comer of Clay Township. The yield from 
this sample suggests a true cannel coal. 

Sample 20 was taken from the dump of an old mine 1 mile north 
of Muddy Cre6k, three-quarters of a mile west of the Bessemer Rail- 
road, 1 mile northwest of Queen Junction. The material is probably 
a low-grade cannel coal, apparently about 2 feet thick. 

Sample 21 represents 1 foot of cannel-like shale or cannel coal in 
a weathered outcrop beside the road in the southwest comer of Clay 
Township, 1,000 feet jwest of the Butler and Mercer Pike. 
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Sample 22 represents 1 foot of cannel shale and 3 inches of cannel 
coal from the unmined roof over the Upper Freeport coal in the 
Muntz mine, just south of Butler. 

Sample 23 was gathered from the dump of an abandoned mine on 
the north bank of Swamp Bun, on the eastern edge of the Zelienople 
quadrangle. The bed is reported to have been lenticular, to have 
had a maximum thickness of 6 feet, and to have consisted entirely of 
black shale at the Lower Freeport horizon. 

Sample 24 represents the lowest 10 feet of a black shale over the 
Upper Freeport coal exposed on the old State road on the hill just 
south of Butler. The upper part of the shale grades into sandy 
shale. 

TENNESSEE. 

The Chattanooga black shale underlies nearly all the upland region 
of middle Tennessee. It crops out along the foot of the escarpment 
east of the coal field and near the foot of the escarpment facing the 
Nashville Basin. West of the Nashville Basin and along Tennessee 
River are many areas where the black shale underlies gentle 
slopes. It was sampled at Cumberland Gap; at Rockwood, where 
the writer was taken to the best exposures by Mr. George E. Sylvester, 
formerly State mine inspector; at the south end of the ridge south 
of Alton Park, near Chattanooga, in some old workings for ^^ phos> 
phate " ; at Bakers station, on the Louisville & Nashville Railroad, 
north of Nashville; and at the top of a quarry about halfway be- 
tween Newsom and Pegram stations, on the Nashville, Chattanooga 
& St. Louis Railway, west of Nashville. 

Samples 25 and 26 were taken at Cumberland Gap in the railroad 
cut at the mouth of the timnel. At this point a fault crosses the 
mountain and the shales are much crushed and contorted. Where 
sample 26 was cut nearly a quarter of the rock is sandy and cal- 
careous material. All the rock has been crushed until it mines out in 
slickensided flakes. These samples do not afford a fair test of what 
this shale should yield away from the fault. 

Sample 27. The samples obtained at Rockwood give a better test 
of the oil contents of the Chattanooga shale along the front of the 
Cumberland escarpment. Sample 27 was taken from a 2-foot cut at 
a comer one block north of the main street, near the railroad, where 
the shale has a high dip and is much crumpled. 

Sample 28 represents a 5-foot cut at a point north of Rockwxxxl 
and west of the iron mines. The shale here also has a high dip and 
is much crumpled. 

Sample 29. A connecting spur built northeast of Rockwood station 
about 1900 cut through the black shale, which at this point has a dip 
of about 15°, but is contorted so as to resemble material having cone 
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in cone structure. Sample 29 represents a 3-foot trench at the west 
end of this cut. 

Samples 30 and 31. Some years ago a mine was opened in the 
Chattanooga black shale a few miles south of Chattanooga, close to 
the road at the south end of a ridge extending south from Alton 
Park. The shale at this place is only 6 feet thick. It is underlain by 
10 feet or more of light-drab clay and overlain in order by 18 inches 
to 2 feet of cream-colored clay, 6 inches to a feather edge of dark- 
drab to black shale, 18 inches of drab shale, 2 feet 6 inches of cream- 
colored cherty clay, and 20 feet or more of gray chert. The rocks 
at the mine have a dip of about 12**. Sample 80 was cut 30 or 40 
feet from the entrance to the mine and sample 31 about 15 feet from 
the entrance. The black shale here is not typical. Sample 30, for 
example, resembles a hard grayish-black massive to fissile clay. 

Samples 32 to 34 were taken at Bakers station, where the Louisville 
& Nashville Railroad crosses the Chattanooga black shale in descend- 
ing from the highland rim to the Nashville Basin. The top of the 
black shale at this point rises above the railroad track a short dis- 
tance above the station, and the whole of it is exposed a short distance 
below the station. The shale has a thickness of 27 feet, of which the 
upper 11 feet is jointed and " sheety " — ^that is, it breaks out in large 
thin sheets — and the lower 16 feet is fissile. Over the black shale is 
1 foot of green shale with concretions (Maury glauconitic member of 
Sidgetop shale), then 30 feet or more of characteristic Ridgetop 
shale. The railroad cut is only a few years old, having been made in 
a realignment and regrading of the road. The dip is less than 1°. 

Sample 32 includes 5 feet of the top of the bed where it reaches 
that height above the drain. Part of the rocks come out in plates 
one- fourth to one-half inch thick, but most of it breaks out as irregu^ 
lar massive chunks several inches thick. In places partly weathered 
pieces indicate that this massive phase weathers into the charac- 
teristic thin flakes. The rocks were shattered by blasting in making 
the cut, and the action of weathering has penetrated along the frac- 
ture planes to a slight extent. The top 18 inches has a chocolate- 
brown streak where cut across, but the next 30 inches gives a blackish- 
gray to grayish-black streak. 

Sample 33, taken at the west end of the bluff below the station, 
includes 5 feet of a section starting 6 feet below the top of the forma- 
tion. The shale is hard and massive and of a dark chocolate color. 
It is strongly jointed, and the long or face joints run N. 63"^ W. and 
the short or butt joints N. 48*' E. 

Sample 34 represents 5 feet in the middle of the lower 16 feet of 
thinly laminated shale. The color is a grayish black. On the joint 
faces the shale has the appearance of a dull-black clay. 

Sample 85. Around Newsom and between Newsom and Pegram 
are a number of large limestone quarries. At one of these, about' 
5^—17 2 



318 GONTBIBUTIONS TO ECONOMIC GEOLOGY, 1916, PABT n. 

halfway between the two stations, the limestone is oTerlain by 10 
feet or more of black shale, which is exposed only at the top of the 
vertical face of the quarry. Sample 35 was taken at one side wh^% 
the black shale reaches the slope of the hill and is obviously wea- 
thered, as after a preliminary trench several feet deep had been cut 
the material taken out below it was soft 

Sample 36 was taken at the same place as sample 35, but from the 
vertical face of the shale at the top of the quarry by cutting steps 
down to a slight quarry shelf. The shale, though dull brown and 
weathered, had the usual firmness. 

Sample 37 was cut by- F. R. Clark and represents 6 inches of 
bituminous shale overlying the cannel coal at Newcomb, Tenn. 

WEST VIBaiNIA. 

Samples 38 to 42 were cut in the black shale of the Onondaga 
member of the Romney shale, of Middle Devonian age, at a locality 
well east of the coal fields, in what has been called the Appalachian 
Valley. In this region the rocks have been closely folded, and it 
was therefore thought that the oil in the black shale must have been 
driven out and that the black color was due entirely to the residue of 
carbon. The distillation tests confirm this opinion. The samples 
were cut on the West Virginia side of the Potomac, near Hancock 
station. In the large cut half a mile above the station the rocks dip 
40"" S. 45'' E. The section shows 25 to 30 feet of black fissile shale, 
25 feet of olive-drab shale, and 40 feet of grayish-black shale with 
rusty joint faces, underlain by the Oriskany sandstone. 

Sample 38 represents a 40- foot cut in the black fissile shale about 
100 feet above the railroad track. This shale was cut out in pieces 
ranging from plates 1 inch thick down to thin scales. The plates 
are rusty on the bedding faces but black on cross faces when broken. 

Sample 39 was taken from a 5-foot cut at a bold outcrop of the 
olive-drab shale. 

Samples 40 and 41 represent two cuts in the grayish-black shale. 

Sample 42 was cut in grayish-black shale beside the road to 
Berkeley Springs, about a quarter of a mile from the station. 

DISTILLATION TESTS. 

Two sets of tests of the writer's samples were made imder the 
direction of David T. Day by means of an electric furnace or a gas 
heater, in which the temperature was raised slowly until all the oil 
appeared to have been driven off, when the temperature was raised 
further to drive off the remainder of the gas. The first series of 
tests were of a preliminary nature and were made at the Geological 
Survey by J. A. Dorsey ; the second series were made at the Bureau 
of Mines by C. R. Bopps. The samples collected in 1915 were tested 
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at the survey by D. E. Winchester. In order to show how the 
yields of these samples compare with the yields of cannel coal, re- 
sults obtained from a number of cannel coals that were distilled at 
the same time and in the same manner are included in the subjoined 
table. These coals are described in a bulletin on cannel coal to be 
published by the Survey. With the possible exception of the Cannel- 
ton cannel they are not as rich as many of the Kentucky cannels. 

Tests of black shale and of some cannel coals from the eastern United States. 
[By David T. Day, except those marked *, which were made by D. E. Winchester.] 





Locality. 


Preliminary test. 


Final test. 


i 


Amount 

used 
(grams). 


Oil ob- 
tained 
(cubic 
centi- 
me- 
ters). 


Yield 

sE^ 
ton 
(gal- 
lons). 




Yield per short ton. 


1 


used 
(ounces). 


Oil 


Water 


Gas 
(cubic 
W). 


Ammonia 
(pounds). 


1 

2 


New Albany, Ind 

do 


100 


3 


7 


6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

? 

P 

6 

? 

8 
4 

4i 

H 
6^ 


3.5 
9.1 
11.2 
4.9 
11.9 
14 
None. 
15.4 
11.9 
16 
11.2 
14 
Trace. 
7.7 
5.6 
4 
11 

27.3 
46 
43 
34 
24 
18 
1 

1.4 

Trace. 

7.7 

5.5 

2.8 

Trace. 

.7 

0.1 

9.1 

6.3 

None. 

4.2 

21 

Trace. 

7 
Trace. 

7 
None. 

20.3 
83.6 
26.2 
31.5 
87.3 


5.6 

4.2 

7 

8.4 

6.3 

11.2 
9.8 

12.6 
9.8 
7.5 
4.2 

12 
Trace. 
5.6 
5.6 

18 

18 
9.1 

15 

13 

18 

11 

10 

11 
&4 
8.5 
9.8 
7 

14 

14 
9.1 
4.2 
4.9 
8.4 

12.9 
8.4 
2 
7 
9.8 

11.2 

a4 

7 

7.7 
7 

9.8 
&4 
10.5 


719 

968 

2,043 

1,097 

1,197 

2522 

479 

2,922 

2,186 

Not det. 

1,016 

Not det. 

Not det. 

1,199 

958 

Not det. 

Not det. 

2,906 

Not det. 

Not det. 

Not det. 

Not det. 

Not det. 

Not det. 

598 

230 

1,488 

1,128 

1,077 

835 

1,437 

1,916 

1,485 

1,557 

835 

835 

Not det. 

538 

636 

393 

230 

319 

4,790 
5,029 
5,029 
4,311 
5,268 


0.08 



3 

4 


do 

do 


100 
100 


7 
3 


16 

7 


.15 




6 


do 


6 


Boonvi]le,Ind 


100 
100 
100 
100 


3 



• 

6 


7 


21 
12 


.97 



.61 
.66 

3 44 


7 


do 


8 


do 







•10 


GHEiliatin Coiinty, iil 


11 













•12 


Crittenden Gxinty , Ky. . . 








2.58 


•13 


QMeyvUle,Ky.. .......... 








2 28 


14 


0]eal£ary,Obio 


100 
100 


3 
4 


7 
9 


.11 

Q 


15 


do 


•16 


Columbus, Ohio 


1.02 


•17 


Gahanna.Ohio 








1 61 


18 


OMitMitnn, Pa 


100 


12 


28 


92 


•10 


CJay Township. Pa 


8 72 


•20 


Queen Junction, Pa 








4.99 


♦?! 


Ciav Township, Pa 








5 21 


•72 










9.43 


•23 


Zelienople quadrangle, Pa. 








2.53 


•24 


Butler, Pa". ^^^T^.... 








1.66 


25 
36 


Cumberland Gap, Tenn. . . 
do 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


1 
1 
4 
8 
1 

Trace. 
4 
3 
3 

3 


2 
2 

7 
2 



7 
7 

7 


.28 



TT 




.15 


78 


do.....' 


.17 


79 


do 





30 
81 


Alton Park, Tenn 

do 






82 
33 


Bakers station, Tenn 

do 


.33 
10 


84 


do 


.10 


as 


Newsom.Tenn 


.15 


8A 


do... 


.21 


•37 


Newcomb, Tenn 


5.07 


38 
30 


Hancock station, W. Va. . 
do 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 








10 
17 
14 
8 
21 








24 

40.8 

33.6 

19 

60.4 



1.00 


40 


do 





41 


do 





4? 


do.;.:.:..:;:::;:: 







CAMNEL COAL 

Altoona mine, Indiana 
County, Pa 

Bostonia mine, Armstrong 
County, Pa- 


6.57 
5.37 




Pine Run Na 1, Arm- 
strong County, Pa 

Pino Run No. 8, Arm- 
strong County, Pa 

Cannelton, Beaver County, 


5.06 
3.68 
2.24 






^ T 
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According to these figures the Devonian black shale can be expected 
to yield not over 10 or 12 gallons of oil, 2,000 cubic feet of gas (as a 
by-product) , and one-third of a pound of ammonia to the ton. Shales 
that are highly folded yield less oil or none at all, though the first 
sample cut at Rockwood, Tenn., gave an unexpectedly high result, 
notwithstanding the folded condition of the rocks at that place. 
Later experiments show that by distillation under steam the yield 
of ammonia may be increased above the figures given in the table. 

It seems possible, if not probable, that many of the apparently 
unweathered samples have lost some or much of their oil. The black 
shale was found to be unexpectedly tough, so that the attempt to 
cut samples in the same manner as coals or clays are sampled proved 
extremely slow, and, moreover, doubt remained as to whether the 
shale face had been trenched deeply enough to be beyond the reach 
of surface weathering. This toughness will have a marked influence 
on the cost of mining. At the stripping near Boonville it has been 
found that the steam-shovel teeth ordinarily used wear out at once 
in digging the black shale, so that it is necessary to use special teeth 
of manganese steel, and even these last only two weeks. 

OILi CONTENT, 

To give some idea of the amount of oil in this shale a few figures 
are given for the body of black shale in southwestern Indiana. The 
weight of this shale is not known. Common shale weighs about 160 
poimds to the cubic foot, or practically twice as much as coal, but 
this weight is reduced by the presence of hydrocarbons, and high- 
grade oil shales weigh as little as 100 pounds to the cubic foot. If 
a weight of 130 pounds to the cubic foot is assumed, it will require 
about 15.4 cubic feet of shale to weigh a short ton. If 1 ton of ^ale 
is assumed to yield 10 gallons of oil, 100 cubic feet of shale may be 
assmned to yield 64.9 gallons, or say roughly 1^ barrels (of 42 
gallons). 

The following table gives some measurements of the thickness and 
depth to the top of the black shale at places in Indiana, as obtained 
in drilling oil wells : 
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Reported thickness and depth of New Albany black shale in Indiana. 



Locality. 



Albion. Kobto Goonty , 

Bioomlngton, Monroe County . 



Bridgeport, Marion County 

Brownstown, Jackson County 

Columbus, Bartholomew County 

Crawfordsville^Montgomery County . 

Fowler, Benton County 

Kentland. Newton County 

La Fayette, Tippecanoe County 

KartinsviUe, Morgan County 

New Albany, Floyd County 

Oxford, Benton County 

Remington, Jasper County 

Bockville, ParkeCounty 

Salem, Washington County 

Seymour, Jackson County 

Thornton, Lawrence County 



Thickness. 


Depth to top 


Feet. 


Feet. 


65+ 


a 375 


120 


790 


124 


140 


147 


318 


87+ 


26 


80 


550 


92 


1280 


100+ 


a 100 


120 


100 


120 


408 


104 


80 


100+ 


a385 


85 


5 


102 


1,044 


103 


627 


130+ 


. «75 


87 


" 303 



a Roof of black shale Is gkiclal clay. 

These figures give an average thickness of not far from 100 feet. 
As exposed from Jeffersonville to and beyond New Albany, the shale 
shows little variation from top to bottom. It is not certain that 
the black shale as reported in the well logs is all of the same char- 
acter. In fact, some of the exposures of the "black shale" in the 
northern part of the State indicate that the shale in that region is 
not uniformly black, as is shown by the following section : ^ 



Section of " bUick shale " at Delphi, Ind. 



Ft. 



Drift 7 

Bluish-black shale, sheety and tough 45 

Drab-grayish, slightly sandy shale 4 

Bnnd of gray concretions 6 

Drab sandy shale 10 

Blnlsh-gray sandstone 4 

Drab sandy shale 5 

Covered 8(?) 

Devonian limestone. 



in. 


6 

14 
6 

10 
6 



The log of a deep well at Terre Haute, believed to have gone 
through this black shale, shows the following beds : 

Partial record of deep well at Terre Haute, Ind. 





Thickness 


Depth. 


TlllMQhAlA . 


Feet. 
40 
15 
5 
15 
5 
5 


Feet. 
1,622 
1,637 
1,642 
1,657 
1,662 
1,667 


Blackshale 


Rpd shale 


R]iiAii:8htLi4« . . 


T-Jtrwrtmifl 


RiAfilrffhiaft . . 


limestone. 



> Kindle, E. M.. Indiana I>ept. Geology and Nat. Res. Twenty-fifth Ann. Rept., p. 533. 
1900. 
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It is a very moderate assumption to place the average thickness of 
the oil-yielding rock at say 30 feet, of whidi it might be possible to 
mine out one-half, or 15 feet. The New Albany black shale underlies 
about 16,000 square miles. If 15 cubic feet of rock weighs 1 ton and 
yields 10 gallons of oil, 10 gallons of oil should be obtainable for every 
square foot of this area in southwestern Indiana. As a square mile 
contains roundly 28,000,000 square feet, the yield would be 280,000,000 
gallons or nearly 7,000,000 barrels of oil to the square mile, or say 
100,000,000,000 barrels for the total area underlain by the shale in 
southwest Indiana. 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT. 

If it costs as much to mine a ton of shale and distill the oil from it 
as it does to mine a ton of coal, say $1 (as a matter of fact the cost is 
likely to be higher), a barrel of crude oil obtained in this way will 
cost about $4.20. This estimate assumes that the gas yielded is used 
in the distillation of the oil and takes no account of the value of by- 
products nor of the possibility that the oil may yield products of 
higher value than the crude oils now obtained by drilling. 

At present interest in the mining of the eastern black shales as a 
source of oil must confine itself to localities where one of three con- 
ditions is met. The shale can be utilized, first, where it outcrops in 
a position to permit mining on a large scale by steam shovel at a 
minimum cost ; second, where coal that is overlain by bitimiinous shale 
is being stripped ; and third, where a coal bed that is being mined has 
a black shale roof that comes down and must be removed from the mine 
in large amounts. Of these the second condition seems to offer the 
best opportunity for a trial plant, as the overlying black shale must 
be removed in mining the coal. At such pits it would require only 
that another shovel be installed to lift the shale, or the small shovel 
now used to lift the coal could be used to lift the black shale first. 
This black shale over the coal appears to have the advantage of a 
higher oil yield. Where the roof shale is as rich as at Cannelton, Pa., 
it may pay to mine the shale with the coal. 

ANALYSES. 

In the Twenty -first Annual Eeport of the Department of Greology 
and Natural History of Indiana Hans Duden gives two analyses of 
black shale obtained at New Albany, and as that report is now out of 
print, they are quoted here: 
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AiuUysea of black shale from New Albany, Ind. 

[By Hans Dudfin.) 



S23 



Water expelled at 100* C 

Water expelled at 100* C. during 4 hoars . 

Volatile organic matters 

Fixed carbon 4 

Fixed organic matters 

Silica 

SUicates insoluble in HCl 

Pyritic iron and alumina » 

Ferric oxide 

Calcium oxide 

liagnwdnni oxide 

Sulpliur 



0.50 



14.16 
9.30 



fiO.53 
'25.36' 



14.30] 
9.30) 



0.56 
23.60 



65.43 



8.32 
.09 
.12 

2.08 



100.00 



100.00 



a The amount of pyrite and alumina changes considerably in different layers. This piece had 10.367 i>er 
oent iron pyrite and 14.083 per cent alumina. 

In the same report Duden gives the results of experiments in 
making illuminating gas from the shale, using as a retort a 4-inch 
pipe 6 inches long, capped at both ends and connected by a f-inch 
pipe with washing and refining apparatus. 

Gas produced from black sliale and Pittsburgh coal. 

Gallons. 

5 pounds of Pittsburgh coal 105 

8.5 pounds of black slate 45 

8.5 pounds of black slate, Ohio banks 50 

8.5 pounds of black slate, Falling Run banks 65 

15 pounds of freshly broken slate 105 

15 pounds of the same after exposure to air for 14 days 100 

He also quotes from a letter describing an experiment in the pro- 
duction of gas at the New Albany Gas Light & Coke Co.'s plant : 

I carbonized 3 tons of the New Albany black slate and obtained a yield of 
2.20 cubic feet per pound of 22-candlepower gas. Ordinary unenriched coal 
gas is about 18 candlepower. The quality of gas, therefore, is better and the 
yield 45 per cent of that obtained from Pittsburgh coal. Of the amount of oil 
or tar obtained I know nothing, as I did not make any measurements. The 
slate does not materially change its color or form by being carbonized. The 
residue contains much sulphur and, so far as I know, is useless for fuel. 
I made no scientific test. With the arrangement we have for making gas, it 
would not pay us to use the slate, even though we could obtain it for nothing. 
The slate was obtained from near the exposed surface of a creek bottom, and 
I am sure that if a sample was gotten at a greater depth, a much better yield of 
gas would be obtained. 

Duden then describes the oil obtained in his experiments: 

Crude oil obtained by atmospheric pressure from the slate exhibits a black 
coloration, has a very bad smell, and is very difficult to refine. In oil obtained 
with stills provided with a vacuum pump the vapors are removed from the hot 
still walls as quickly as formed. At the same time the temperature necessary 
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to form the vapors is materially lowered (about 100** 0.). A vacuum of 15 
inches gave very good results. The oil is nearly colorless and without mucli 
smell. By leading into the still a small amount of steam and the vacuum ap- 
paratus left as in the last case, then in the watery part of the distillate am- 
monia was increased materially and can be used for manufacturing sulphate 
of ammonia. 

GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATIONS. 

In 1916 Mr. Winchester continued his studies of the oil shale in 
the Uinta Basin of Utah, and it was planned that C. F. Bowen 
should examine the black shale in southwestern Montana, near 
Dillon. In addition to these studies, samples of black shales are 
being collected by other members of the Survey as opportunity offers 
and tested by Mr. Winchester. 

In addition to this work by the Geological Survey, the Bureau of 
Mines proposes to erect a shale retort of the Del Monte type in the 
navy yard at Washington, D. C, for the purpose of carrying on 
preliminary investigations of the conmiercial possibilities of oil 
shales. This work will be under the direction of David T. Day. If 
the results justify further investigation on a large scale, the bureau 
will probably erect a large retort, with a capacity of possibly 50O 
pounds, at either the petroleum experiment station at San Fran- 
cisco or the Pittsburgh station, for the purpose of obtaining com- 
plete information upon the value and possible by-products to be 
derived from the distillation of shale. This work will be predicated 
upon the results of the distillation of shale in other countries. The 
bureau contemplates sending an expert to Scotland to study the 
Scottish practice at first hand. 
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AlbertBon (coal) mine, Mont 207 

coal, analysis 210 

Alcoya anticline, Wyo 262-264 

section, structural 263 

Alkali Butte anticline, Wyo 262-254 

Ammonium sulphide : 

distillation from shale 151-154, 

158-160 

Antelope Creek anticline, Okla 40 

Anticlines : 

definition 248 

See also Mississippi ; Oklahoma ; 
Wyoming ; Blackfeet 
Indian Reservation. 
Ashley, G. H. : 

Oil resources of black shales of 
eastern United States 

311-324 

Aspen shale (Wyo.) 288 

oU 287 



Badger Creek, Mont : 

anticline 299 

Ball, M. W. : 

work 236 

Banatyne well, Mont 90-91 

Bamett, V. H. : 

Creology of Hound Creek dis- 
trict, Mont 215-231 

Bates Hole anticline, Wyo 264 

Bearpaw Mountains, Mont. : 

maps 82, 88 

structure 66-88 

sections 82, 88 

Bearpaw shale : 

Havre field, Mont 53, 54, 68, 72 

Bear Riyer formation (Wyo.) 238 

oil 237 

Beaver .Creek anticline, Okla 33-34 

Big Sand Draw anticline, Wyo— . 261-262 

section, structural 262 

Big Sulphur Springs anticline, Wyo. 

271-272 

section, structural 272 

Billings, Okla. : 

anticline 121-122 

geology 122-128 

map 122 

oil and gas 121,120-132 

sections, stratigraphlc 123-124, 

133-138 

structure 126-128 



Birch Creek, Mont: Pag*. 

anticlines 308 

Bitter Creek, Wyo. : 

Green River formation, section. 188 

Blackfeet anticlines, Mont 298 

Blackfeet Indian Reseryation, Mont : 

anticlines ^ ^-. 281,294-303 

map 302 

Canada, correlation 282, 290-291 

Colorado shale L. 285,287-289 

oil and gas 287-289 

Cretaceous rocks 285-290 

gas 287-290 

geography 282-283 

geology 284-303 

Kootenai formation 285,286-287 

map 802 

map, geologic 284 

oU 287-289 

structure 291^03 

Virgelle sandstone 285,289-290 

gas 290 

^ells 803-806 

Black shales : 

oil 811-324 

Bee alao Oil shales. 

Blacktail Creek, Mont: 

anticlines 802-303 

Blackwell field, Okla. : 

oil and gas 130 

Bon Air coal (Tenn.) 807-808,810 

Book Cliffs, Colo. : 

Green Riyer formation, sec- 
tions 182 

Bopps, C. R. : 

work 818 

Bow Island gas field, Canada : 

structure 88 

Boxelder anticlines, Mont 70 

Brooks anticline, Okla 36 

Brown anticline, Okla 86-36 

Brown Bear (osokerite) group, 

Utah 14 

Browns Coulee, Mont : 

structure 80 

Buck Springs anticline, Wyo 266-266 

section, structural 265 

Butts, Charles : 

Coals between Bon Air and 

Clifty, Tenn 807-810 

Byram, Miss. : 

section 106 

C. 
Calvert, W. R. : 

Geology of Upper Stillwater 

Basin, Mont 169-214 
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Cambrian rocks (Wyo.) : Pace, 

on 242 

Campbell, M. R. : 

o& oil shale in northweateni 

Colorado 18iK>140 

Canada : 

Montana, correlation 61-62, 

282, 290-291 
Cannel coal : 

distillatioi^ 319 

Carboniferous rocks : 

Montana 218-220 

Casper Oil Co/s well. Wyo 242,276 

Castle Creek anticline, Wyo 275-276 

section, structural 276 

Catahoula sandstone : 

Vicksburg-Jackson area. Miss.. 97, 

106-106 

sections 10(^-106 

Cedars, Miss. : 

section, stratigraphic 110 

Ceresin. See Ozokerite. 
Chattanooga shale : 

eastern United States 812 

Chinook, Mont. : 

section, stratigraphic 81 

structure 814 

Chugwater formation (Wyo.)- 239,243-244 

oil 237, 243 

Claggett shale: 

Havre field, Mont 58,67,72 

Claiborne group : 

Ylcksburg-Jackson area. Miss.. 97- 

98^ 116 

Cllfty coal (Tenn.) 808-310 

Cloverly sandstone (Wyo.) : 

oil 287, 244 

Coal: 

Eagle sandstone 142, 207-209 

Hound Creek district, Mont. 

(q. ▼.) 229-231 

Kootenai formation 229-231 

Upper Stillwater Basin, Mon- 
tana (q. V.) 142,205-213 

Coal Creek, Mont.: 

structure 82 

Collins, A. C: 

work 235 

Colorado, northwestern 144-146 

Green Biyer formation (q. t.) 

162-182, 189-190 

maps 142; In pocket 

oil shale 130-142, 147-182, 189-190 

analyses 161 

distillation 141-142 

geology 162-182, 189-190 

maps In pocket 

sections, stratigraphic. 167-168, 
170-182; in pocket 

views 144, 145 

section, structural 190 

structure 189-190 

Colorado ft Wyoming Land ft Oil 

Co.'B (oil) well, Wyo— 239 



' Colorado shale : 

Montana 63, 64, 66-58, 09. 

88-91, 222-223, 285, 287-289 

map 64 

Colton, Utah: 

oaokerite 1-2 

Conant Creek anticline, Wyo 254-255 

Cooke, C. W. : 

work 95 

Cottonwood Creek anticline, Wyo- 270-271 

section, structural 271 

Cottonwood limestone : 

Foraker quadrangle, Okia 22-23 

section 23 

Cretaoeons rocks: 

coal 202 

Montana 53, 54, 56-60, 

201-203, 220-223 

section, stratigraphic 64 

oil 237-238, 244-245 

Wyoming 239, 244 

Crouse limestone: 

Foraker quadrangle, Okla 22 

Culmer Bros.' ( ozokerite ) mine, Utah- 12 
Cut Bank Creek, Mont: 

anticlines 298-299, 300 



Dakota sandstone (Wyo.) 288,244,245 

oU 244 

Davis, C. A.: 

on oil shale 168-165 

work 143 

Day, D. T. : 

oBokerite testa 5-8 

work 139, 140, 143, 147, 318 

Devonian shales: 

eastern United States 312-320 

oil content 820-322 

Dog Creek, Mont : 

structure 86-88 

Dorsey, J. A.: 

work 318 

Dragon, Utah: 

gilsonite 140 

Duden, Hans: 

analyses of black shale 822-324 

Dutton anticline, Wyo 25(S-258 

oil 243. 244 

section, structural 256 

E. 

Eagle sandstone: 

coal - 142, 207-209 

analyses 210 

gas 68. 72-76 

Havre field, Mont. (q. v.) 68-69, 

72-73 

section 69 

Montana 53, 58-59. 

68-69, 72-73, 201-203 

Edwards city well. Miss 120 

Eldorado monocline. Miss 111 

oil — 114-116 
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Eldrldse, G. H. : Page. 

on origin of ozokerite 10 

Elk Creek, Mont. : 

coal 229-230 

section, stratigraphic 229 

Elliott, F. A. : 

work 143 

EIIIb formation : 

fossils - 219 

Montana 219 

Elm Creek anticline, Okla 39-40 

Embar formation (Wyo.) 238,243 

oil 238,243 

Emigrant Gap anticline, Wyo 272-274 

sections, structural 273 

Eutaw formation : 

oil and gas 116, 117 

Vicksbnrg- Jackson area. Miss 117 

Evacuation Creek, Utah : 

Green Biver shale, section 183-184 



Fath, A. E.: 

Anticlinal fold near Billings, 

Okla 121-138 

Faulting : 

effect on gas accumulation 75 

Finch, E. H. : 

work 94,96 

Fitzhugh (oil) wells, Wyo— 241,242.277 
Flossie Running After Arrow (oil) 

well, Okla 134 

Foraker anticline, Okla 89 

Foraker limestone: 

contour map 20 

Foraker quadrangle, Okla 2(S 

Bee also Foraker quadrangle. 

Foraker quadrangle, Okla 17-20 

anticlines 33-40 

Cottonwood limestone 22-23 

section, stratigraphic 23 

correlation 29-30 

Grouse limestone 22 

Foraker limestone 25 

contour map 20 

correlation 29-30 

stereogram 32 

geography ^. — 19-20 

geology 21-31 

map 20 

Neva limestone 23-24 

correlation 29-30 

oil and gas 47 

prospecting 45-47 

Red Eagle limestone 24-26 

sec^on, stratigraphic 24 

sections, stratigraphic 21, 28 

stereogram 32 

structure 32-45 

synclines 40-41 

Wreford limestone 21-22 

section, stratigraphic 22 

Fort Assinnibone, Mont. : 

gas - 72,75 

section, stratigraphic 72 



Fort Union formation : Paga 

coal 143, 205-206 

Upper Stillwater Basin, Mont.. 203 

Fossil Butte, Wyo. : 

Green River shale, section 189 

Fourteenmile Creek, Colo. : 

Green River shale, sections 180 

Franco- American (oU) well, Wyo- 241-242, 

262 

Frontier formation (Wyo.) 238,246 

oil 237,246 



Gallcia (Austria) : 

ozokerite 10 

Gas : 

distillation from shale 151-158 

Gas, natural : 

accumulation, effect of faulting. 75 
Blackfeet Indian Reservation, 

Mont (q. v.) 287-290 

Chouteau County, Mont 90-91 

Eagle sandstone 68,72-76 

Havre field, Mont. (q. v.) 66-67, 

68, 72-76 

Kevin, Mont 89-90 

Medicine Hat, Alberta 74 

Milk River valley, Mont 75-76 

Sweetwater Hills, Mont 88-89 

See al80 Oil and gas. 

Gllsonlte : 

Dragon, Utah 190 

Glrty, G. H. : 

on fossils of Montana 219 

Goose Egg anticline, Wyo 264-265 

section, structural 265 

Gosling, E. B. : 

on origin of ozokerite 9 

Gralnola anticline, Okla 34 

Graneros shale (Wyo.) 288 

oil 237 

Great Falls, Mont.: 

Hound Creek district (q. v.). 215-231 
section, stratigraphic 58 

Green River, Wyo. : 

shale 168 

distillation 169 

sections 168-169 

Green River formation 3-4, 162 

analyses 161 

Colorado (q. v.) 139-190 

distillation 142 

maps In pocket. 

oil 139-140 

sections, stratigraphic 167-168, 

170-189 ; in pocket. 

structure 189-191 

Utah 3-4, 152, 161, 189-190 

Wyoming (q. v.) 152, 161, 168-169, 191 
Bee also Oil shale. 

Guthery (oil) well, Wyo 240, 245 

H. 
Hares, C. J. : 

Anticlines in central Wyo- 
ming 233-279 
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HaTfe fleldt Mont. : Pagtb 

Bearpaw shale .. 63,54,68,72 

Claggett shale 63. 67, 72 

Colorado shale 69 

Eagle sandstone 63,68-69,72-73 

gas 68, 72-76 

section, stratigraphic 69 

gas 66-67,68,72-76 

analysis 74 

geology 67-72 

Judith RiYer formation 53, 

67-68, 72-73 

map, geologic 70 

sections, structure 70 

structure 69-72 

Havre Natural Gas Co/s well, Mont 73 

gas, analysis 74 

Hay Creek anticlines, OkU 86-37 

Heald, K. C. : 

Oil and gas geology, Foraker 

quadrangle, Okla 17-47 

work 235 

Hells Hole Canyon, Utah : 

Green Biyer formation, sec- 
tion 186-186 

Higgins (o»>kerite) shaft, Utah 16 

Holmes (oil) well, Wyo 241 

Hopkins, O. B. : 

Structure of Vicksburg-Jackson 

area. Miss 93-120 

Hound Creek district, Mont 215-217 

Carboniferous rocks 218-220 

coal 229-231 

quality 230-231 

section 229 

Colorado shale 222-223 

geology 217-228 

igneous rocks 223-225 

Jurassic rocks 220 

Kootenai formation 221-222 

Madison limestone 218 

map, geologic 216 

Morrison formation 220-221 

section, stratigraphic 221 

Quadrant formation 218-220 

fossils 219 

section, stratigraphic 219 

section . 216 

structure 226-228 

Humphreys Petroleum Co/s (oil) 

wells, Okla 128-129 

Hundred and One (101) Ranch Co.'s 

(oil) wells, Okla 134,136 

I. 
Illinois : 

oil shale 314,319 

Indiana : 

New Albany shale 320-822 

oil shale 313-314,319-322 

analyses 823 

supply 322 

Iron Creek anticline, Wyo 266-266 

section, structural 266 



J. Page. 

Jackson, Miss.: 

sections, stratigraphic 100, 106 

Jackson anticline. Miss 109-110 

oil 113-114 

Jackson area. See Vicksburg^Jack- 

■on area. 
Jackson formation: 

Vicksburg-Jackson area. Miss 97, 

98-101 

sections, stratigraphic 100 

Judith River, Mont: 

structure 85^86 

Judith River formation: 

Havre field, Mont 63,67-68,72-73 

Jurassic rocks : 

Montana 220 

K. 

Kast, H., and Seidner, 8.: 

on origin of osokerite 9 

Kay, F. H. : 

work 139 

Kentucky : 

oil shale 314,310 

Kevin, Mont. : 

oil and gas 89-90 

section, stratigraphic 68, 90 

Kimball sand (Wyo.) 238 

oU 237 

Kimberly-Wing Co.*s well. Miss 110 

Kootenai formation : 

coal 229-231 

Montana 53, 

54, 55, 221-222. 286, 286-287 

map 64 

Kyune Canyon (osokerite) claims, 

Utah 16 

L. 
Lee, Y. K. : 

work 143 

Lehner (coal) mine, Mont 208 

Lewistown, Mont. : 

section, stratigraphic 68 

Linley conglomerate : 

Upper Stillwater Basin, Mont. 203-204 

Little Belt Mountains, Mont 225 

Livingston formation (Mont.) 201-203 

coal 202,200-207 

Lodge Creek, Mont. : 

structure 80-81 

Loffer (coal) mine, Mont 207-208 

coal, analysis 210 

Lone Tree dome, Okla 84 

M. 

Madison limestone: 

Montana 218 

Margaret Prlmeaux (oil) well, 

Okla 136-136 

Mary Hess (oil) well, Okla.: 

log 28 
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Massey, J. N. : Page, 

work 143 

Matson, G. C. : 

work 04, 95 

Medicine Hat, Alberta: 

gas 75 

analysis 75 

Melll fault, Mont 70-71 

Mid-Co Petroleum Co.'8 (oil) well, 

Okla 128-129,133 

Midnight (ozokerite) claim, Utah— 15 
Midwest Oil Co.'s (oil) wells, Wyo— 240, 

275-276 
Milk River, North Fork, Mont. : 

anticline 299-300 

Milk aiver anticline, Mont 294-297 

Milk River valley, Mont. : 

gas 75-76 

Miller (ozokerite) claim, Utah 15 

Miller (James) ranch well, Mont.- 90, 305 
Mississippi : 

anticlines 112-114 

correlation 115-116 

oU and gas 93-94, 112-120 

section, stratigraphic 97 

structure 108-112 

Vicksburg-Jackson area (q. v.). 03-120 
Missouri River, Mont.: 

structure 84-85 

Monongahela Oil Co.'s (oil) well, 

Wyo 241,245,274 

Montana : 

Blackfeet Indian Reservation 

(q. V.) 281-305 

coal 229, 231 

Colorado shale 5»-58, 

69. 88-91, 222- 
223, 285, 287-289 

Cretaceous rocks 53-54, 

56-60, 201-203 

section, stratigraphic 64 

Eagle sandstone— 53, 58-59, 201-203 

Ellis formation 219 

fossils 219 

geology 52-91, 200-205, 284-303 

Havre field (q. v.) 66-76 

Hound Creek district (q. v.)- 215-231 

igneous rocks 62, 204 

Jurassic rocks 220 

Kootenai formation 53-55, 

221-222, 285, 286-287 

Madison limestone 218 

Morrison formation 220-221 

oil and gas 49-50, 

63-64, 66-91. 213-214 

Quadrant formation 218-220 

structure 63-66. 205, 291-303 

Tertiary rocks_ 143-144,203-204,285 
Upper Stillwater Basin (q. v.). 199-214 
Bee also Montana, north central. 

Montana, north central , 60-61 

Bearpaw Mountains 65-88 

Blackfeet Indian Reservation 

(q. y.) 281-306 



Montana, north central — Contd. Page. 

Canada, correlation 61-62, 

282, 290-291 

Colorado shale 53,54, 

66-68, 60, 88-91, 285, 287-289 

map 64 

Cretaceous rocks 63-64, 

56-60, 28&-290 

section, stratigraphic 64 

drilling, recognition of forma- 
tions 60-61 

Eagle sandstone 53,58-59 

gas 68. 72-74, 287-290 

geology 52-91, 286-303 

glacial drift 60 

Havre field (q. v.) 66-76 

Kootenai formation 63, 64, 

66, 286, 286-287 

map 64 

map, geologic 64 

maps 82, 88 

oil and gas 49-50. 

68-e4, 66-91, 287-290 

map. geologic 64 

stratigraphy 52-60 

structure 63-66, 291-303 

Tertiary rocks 143-144,285 

Virgelle sandstone member 63,64, 

68-69. 286, 289-290 

map 64 

wells 803-305 

Morris, Colo. : 

Green River formation, section. 182 
Morrison formation : 

Montana 220-221 

section 221 

Wyoming 238, 244 

oil 243 

Mowry shale (Wyo.) 238,245 

oil 237, 238, 245-246 

Muddy sand (Wyo.) 238 

Ott 237 

N. 

Neva anticline, Okla 36 

Nevada : 

oil shale, analysis 161 

distillation 152 

Neva limestone: 

correlation 29-30 

Foraker quadrangle. Okla 2a-24 

New Albany shale: 

analysis 323 

eastern United States 812 

Indiana 320-322 

Niobrara formation (Wyo.) 238 

oil 237 

North Bird Creek anticline, Okla— 38-39 

North Casper Creek anticline. 

Wyo 274-275 

section^ structural 274 

Northwestern Oil Co.*s (oil) well, 

Wyo 239. 260 
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Nye, Mont. : Page. 

coal 147-149.211-212 

analyses 150 

O 
Ohio: 

oil shale 814-316, 319 

Ohio Oil Co.'B (oil) wells, Wyo 240-241. 

246. 263. 268 
Oil. See Shale oil; Oil shale; Oil 

and gas. 
Oil and gas : 

accumalatlons-^ 41-46 

anticlines 120-128^ 248-279 

Billings. Olila. (q. ▼.) 121-188 

Blackfeet Indian Resenratlon 

(q. ▼.) 281-282,287-305 

Foraker quadrangle. OliUu 

(q. V.) 45-47 

Montana, north central (q. v.). 49-^0. 
68-64, 66-91. 

map, geologic 64 

sources. Bee Shale oil. 

Upper Stillwater Basin. Mont. 213-214 

Vicksbnrg - Jackson area. Miss. 

(q. V.) 98-120 

Wyoming, central (q. ▼.) 233-279 

See aUo Gas ; Oil shale ; Shale oil. 

Oil Mountain anticline, Wyo 266-268 

sections, structural 267 

Oil shale 139-142.147-191 

ammonium sulphate. 161-154, 168-160 

analyses 161,322-324 

bibliography 191-198 

Colorado, northwestern (q. ▼.), 

139-142, 147-190 

distillation 141-142, 

151-160, 318-320, 322 

by-products 142 

cost 322 

field apparatus 147-160 

▼icw 148 

methods 147-160 

results 151-161 

gas 151-163 

Indiana 313-314.319 

Investigation 324 

Illinois 314,319 

Kentucky 814,391 

maps In pocket 

Nevada, distillation 162 

Ohio 314-315,319 

oil 139-140.151-158.320-322 

fractionation 166-168 

Pennsylvania 315-316, 319 

sampling, views 147 

sections 167-168, 170-189 

structure 189^191 

Tennessee 316-318. 319 

Utah. Bee Utah, northeastern, 
Green River formation. 

views 144, 146. 146, 147. 149 

West Virginia 318,319 

Wyoming. Bee Wyoming, Green 

River formation. 
Bee also Green River formation ; 
Shale oiL 



Oklahoma : Page. 

anticlines U(-40, 126-128 

Billings (q. V.) 121-188 

Foraker quadrangle (q. v.) 17-47 

oU and gas 46-47, 121. 129-132 

Osokerite : 

Gallcia (Austria) 10 

Imports ^__ 10-11 

Utah, central (q. v.) 1-2,4-16 

map 16 



Pearl River, Miss.: 

section, stratigraphic 104 

Peary sand (Wyo.) 288.246 

oil 237.246 

Pennsylvania : 

oil shale 315-316,319 

Philip (T. B.) (coal) mine, Mont.. 206 
Piceance Creek. Colo.: 

oil shale 165 

distillation 168 

sections .. 167,177-178,180-181 

view 144 

PikeviUe quadrangle, Tenn. : 

coal 307-310 

Pine dome, Wyo 268-269 

section, structural 267 

Pine Dome Oil Co.*8 (gas) well« 

Wyo 243, 269 

Plain, Miss.: 

section, stratigraphic 104-105 

Pleasant Valley (osokerite) mine, 

Utah 15 

Pole Gulch, Colo. : 

Green River formation, section. 181 
Ponca City field. Okla. : 

oil and gas 129 

Potato Creek anticline, Okla 38 



Quadrant formation: 

fossils 

Montana 

section 



_. 219 

218-220 

.- 219 



R. 



Rattlesnake anticline, Wyo 25S-261 

oil 243-24S 

sections, structural 257,258 

Red Eagle limestone: 

Foraker quadrangle. Okla 24-25 

section 24 

Red Rock Coulee, Mont : 

structure 78 

Redwood, Boverton: 

on osokerite 4, 10 

Reeside. J. B., Jr. : 

work 285 

Ripley formation: 

oil and gas 116, 117 

Vicksburg-Jackson area. Miss 117 

Robinson, H. M. : 

Ozokerite in central -Utah 1-16 

work 148 



Digitized 



by Google 



IKDBX. 



331 



Rocky Mountains, Mont.: Page. 

structure 66 

Rullson, Colo.: 

Green River formation, section- 182 



Saddle Post Canyon, Utah: 

Green River formation, section- 184 
St. CUir, Stuart: 

work 235 

Schramm, E. F. : 

work 1. 199 

Scotland : 

oil-shale distillation 141 

by-products 142, 159 

Seidner, S. See Kast and Beidner. 
Selma chalk: 

Vicksburg-Jackaon area. Miss.. 117 

Shale, black: 

analyses 822-324 

distillation 318-320 

eastern United States 311-327 

oil! 311, 320-322 

Shale oil 141,151-158 

Colorado, northwestern 

(q. V.) 139-142,147-168 

fractionation 156-158 

sources 141 

supply (Indiana) 322 

Utah, northeastern (q. y.)-. 162,161 

Wyoming (q. v.) 152,161 

See also Oil shale. 
Shannon sandstone (Wyo,) 288 

oil 237 

Sheep Mountain anticline, Wyo.. 250-251 

section, structural 251 

Signal Butte, Mont.: 

structure 76-77 

Smith, C. D. See Taff and Smith. 
Soldier Summit (ozokerite) mine, 

Utah 13 

South Fork anticline, Mont 207-298 

Stanton, T. W. : 

on fossils from Montana 220 

Stebinger, Eugene: 

Anticlines in Blackfeet Indian 

Reservation, Mont.. 281-805 

Oil and gas in north-central 

Montana 49-91 

Steele shale (Wyo.) 288 

oil 237 

Stillwater Basin. See Upper Still- 
water Basin. 
Structural terraces 293, 301-302 

Two Medicine Creek, Mont 301 

Sundance formation (Wyo.) 238,244 

oil 243 

Sweetgrass arch, Mont 64-65 

Sweetgrass Hills, Mont: 

oil and gas 88-89 

section, stratlgraphlc 58,89 

Sweetwater anticline, Wyo 24&-250 
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